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Newspaper Women Men Might 
Forget Otherwise Happy in Work 


By Courtney Allison 


Newspaper work is God's gift to 
“women men might forget. Perhaps 
‘this is not thoroughly. realized but 
it’s a fact that even a girl with a 
hare-lip can have a whirl if she is 
in the newspaper business. It’s a 
profession for homely gals. Girls, to 
judge from appearances, were born 
‘to have as good times and as much 
social life and excitement as a clam. 
‘Just step onto the newspaper rung 


‘Die in Style” 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 
Local casket manufacturing 
company is organizing a six- 
person vaude sketch to play 
through the midwest before 
the coming undertakers’ con- 
ventions. 


THE HOLLYWOOD ACTOR 


KINDS AND 


Conrad Nagel Tells of Les- 
son Taught by Silent Days 
—Those Who Did Not 
Observe Now Suffering 


ACTING AS BUSINESS 


Conrad Nagel comes out of Holly- 


Mrs. Sabin’s Reversal 


Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 16. 

Mrs, Charles H. Sabin, presi- 
dent of the Women’s Organi- 
zation for National Prohibition 
Reform, is much exercised, be- 
cause adocal radio station cen- 
sored her contemplated speech 
over -the air. 


Chi's Colored District With Odd 
Racial Theatrical Prejudices 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 
Showmen managing or booking 
theatres within the colored section 
of Chicago’s South Side have to 


learn a lot of new rites which don't 
apply to white neighborhoods. 
Colored audiences will not accept 
comedy features. Even Charlie 
Chaplin, Harold Lloyd and other 
established picture comics mean al- 
most nothing to the colored colony. 
What the Negro colony wants is 


‘ Sketch, specially written, is 

i g rout out as the ‘ , : serious drama and the more serious 
peor corggge pesos de inh Geuued propaganda for bigger, better wood, the figure or the dapper, The same Mrs. Sabin, as one the better, 

 taciggeg 7 and more costly caskets. charming leading man, but ._ when of the Republican leaders in An odd. paraéoz of this refer 


life of the party. 

The newspaper girls go every 
place, see everything; receive invi- 
tations galore and are always in de- 
mand. When they get places they 
are assured of attention, as they 
don’t have to depend upon personal 
merit to get it. They meet all sorts 
of people and for no reason at all 
are treated as thovgh they were 
interesting themselves. 

Newspaper men don’t like the 
giris, but are very nice to them, 
‘probably believing it professional 
etiquette. Other men are very at- 
tentive to them, feeling that they 


The act may be called: 
“Die In Style.” 


A Bronx Stage Wedding 
Needs Tux, Bouquet and 
Socks—House Pays Off 


Marriage on the stage of the 
Grand, Bronx, Friday (12) by Loew 
for publicity _purposes gave Loew 
more trouble than it_had looked for, 


settling down to be interviewed 
starts off on a discourse about the 
film industry, which one might ordi- 
narily expect from a professor of 
economics. 

Changes have occurred in the pic- 
ture industry, no doubt about it. 
And the second generation of actors 
(those in talking pictures) are reap- 
ing the benefit of the errors made 
by the silent picture stars. The tre- 
mendous lesson learned by seeing 
stars who were actually millionaires 
in the days of their. silent picture 
glory brought to poverty and job- 
lessness has taken root, revolution- 


New York city, some time ago 
insisted that the motion pic- 
ture censoring statute for New 
York state he not repealed or 
modified, 


14 Pictures on ‘White 
List’ for Children of 
Canada—Very Little 


Ottawa, Sept. 16. 


ence is that they frequently go into 
spasms of laughter in the midst of 
solemn scenes. - 

Colored vaude acts appearing be- 
fore a colored audience invariably 
receive a reception on their appear- 
ance but are apt to leave the stage 
in cold silence. Just the reverse 
applies to white acts, received coldly 
but, if pleasing, leave a tornado of 
exit applause. j 

Chicago’s Harlem still talks about 
a lion trainer who allowed an ani- 
mal to eat a steak off his chest. 
This was a sensation with the the- 
atregoers of the district. 


are “brainy.” Publicity men, the- ‘ They sak 
a@trical producers, and all other The groom wanted to appear In| izing the average film actor’s atti- The fifth White List of approved in rapt fascination but with one 
males with a motive up their | his every-day suit, refusing to hire| tude and mode of living, says Con-| features for children issued by the (Continued on page 71) 
(Continued on page 29) a tux, Loew finally rented a tuX/ rad Nagel, who is visiting in New| Canadian Council on Child Wel- “Erincot oer 
for him. The bride wanted to 80] York, Sty 


Ice Cream Is Popular 
Giveaway in Theatre; 
No Cost to House 


Ice rates highest among 
theatre giveaways. 

If it weren't for its chill Para- 
mount would continue dispensing it 
through the frosty months. Par 
has dispensed 10 tons of it on sev- 


cream 


on the stage without a bouquet and 
refused to buy one. Loew bought a 
bouquet for her. The couple wouldn't 
buy a thing for themselves, al- 
though neighboring merchants were 
giving them presents. Loew had 
to buy the groom a ond of socks. 


THROAT- CUTTING BY 
SWORD SWALLOWERS 


Sept. 16. 


Crown Point, Ind., 
Bodnar outfit here fired its sword 


Hundreds of stars have been seen 
to throw away their money and ruin 
their careers through their own 
sheer stupidity. 

The more thoughtful actor of to- 
day realizes that there was no ex- 
cuse for them. “Because,” says Na 
gel, “if you don’t look out for your- 
self in the picture business, no one 
is going to look out for you. 

“More actors have been 


(Continued page 29) 


ICE SISTERS MAY BLOW 


ruined 


fare comprises only 14 current re- 
leases, 

Since replacement of silent films 
by talkers the official list has grad- 


ually become smaller. 


LISTENING IN RADIO 
SHOP WINDOW CONTEST 


Springfield, Sept. 16. 
A woman of 34 sits in. the window 
She's knit- 


of a local radio store. 


No. 2 Golf Foldmg Up 
Rapidly from Cold 
And Hot Competition 


Pony golf days are folding up. 

Too much of their own competi- 
tion has killed it. Miniature golf 
courses are only good in the neigh- 
borhoods for a certain time in nice 
weather, until the novelty wears off 
Yet each neighborhood has from 
three to five or more minnies. They 
are also spotted along roads where 


eral millions of paper platters dur- 
ing the summer just ended. The| swallower when finding the tattoo WAGON FOR STUDIOS ting. Next to her is a flapper, who/"0 residents existed, expecting the 
ce cream didn’t cost Par a cent,| man could double , ‘ tourists to stop off and play. The 
é giggles and smirks at the gapers 
manufacturer chance Both sat near each other for a outside. There are 11 others in the 
® get his trademark displayed in month, After the pin-pricked artist Ilulton, N. Y., Sept. 16. : 2 ; s Golfers. who play on_ regular 
theatre lobbys found out he could stick swords Proving that you never can tell, | Windows, listening in, all seated. courses have also been driven away 
What draw the free ice cream down his gullet, he told the manager Zettvy and Isabel Van Heuser of this It’s a radio listening-in contest. | from the No. 2 game. They discoy- 
ered the different manner of han- 


added to the regular card Par has 
no way of finding out. Registered 
especially with the young folks who 
had money for more shows by being 
Able to edit out the usual visit to 
the drug store. 


Town Limited to One 
Theatre for 10,000 Pop 


Reading, Pa., Sept. 16. 
An ordinance expected to be 
Passed in the near future, limits 
fiddletown, this state, to one thea- 
until the population there 
faches 10,000 people. 
The ordinance limits the licensing 


of 
amusement places and stipulates 


that Only one theatre per 10,000 per-| intoxicating drinks that can be con- Chi is sure prohibition is about , 
“9s is to be licensed. cocted with their juices. Put in an] ended Les Armstrong, doorman at Pub- COSTUMES 
we for charity are exempt )rder and the stuff is delivered at Two political muggs in town are/lix Radio, makes a hit radio singing GOWNS AND-UNIFORMS 
$078. town's present population is| the back door—also full particulars | selling shares in a new factory tojin the house lobby every a. m. 1437 BWAY, NY TEL 5560 PENN. j 
: for putting in the kick. make bars and barroom fixtures. Les mow gets fan mail AL 25.000 COSTUMES TO REN 


he’d take on the extra work for an 
extra fin weekly. 

The sword swallower was getting 
$20 and his picture concession dough. 


Radio Bootleggers 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Bootlegging by radio is new on 


the coast. 

Ether ts being utilized by the so- 
caHed grape juice dispensers, who 
are putting on programs and plug- 
ging between tunes the sale of the 
juices in 10 to 200-gallon lots, 

Radio plugs center on all the non- 


have two film contracts before 
consideration as a result 
shots made by Uni- 


city, 
them for 
of newsreel 
versal, 

The girls, both lookers, have been 
operating their own ice route in 
Fulton during the summer, toting 
50 and 100-pound cakes from wagon 
to kitchen with the ease of Red 
Grange. 

They drive to Syracuse daily for 
the ice, 

No gag; strictly on the up and up. 


Prohibition Over? 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 


Prize goes to the one who pays the 
least attention, doesn’t fall 
and can grin wher caled upon. 

On the hour an attendant holds 


up a slate denoting the number of 
hours. 
Grandmas seems to have an edge. 
No record to strive for, except the 
nut record. 


asleep 


Fan Mail for Doorman 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 16. 
They may let out the film celebs 
with or without fan mail. But they’d 
better keep the doormen. 


dling a putter on trick holes which 
make up the. No. 2 course spoils 
their game on a regular green. 

With the coming of cold weather 
about the only pony golf competi- 
tion will be indoors. At present 
there are not many. The outdoor 
courses will stop until the warm 
weather comes around again, if they 
ever reopen, 

In the warmer climates, at re- 
sorts, the game many stagger along. 


THE NAME YOU GO BY 
WHEN YOU GO TO BUY 
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Heavy Guarantee and Percentage 
Demanded by Jolson and Marxes 
For Theatre Appearances in Person 


Respective guarantees of $20,000, 
$15,000 and $10,000 weekly with a 
percentage split are the demands of 
Al Jolson and the Marx Brothers to 
picture and vaudeville manage- 
ments. 

Jolson’s $15,000 guarantee is for 
Publix houses of larger capacity 
than the Marxes’ $10,000 weekly. in 
the R-K-O combo theatres: The 
$20,000 for Loew’s. Capitol, New 
York, week Sept. 26. 

Publix is reported having agreed 


to the Jolson terms. He will 
first open at the Chicago the- 
atre, Chicago, for Publix. Among 


other theatres for the four or five 
weeks Jolson will personally appear 
for Publix are the Michigan, Detroit, 
and Metropolitan, Boston. All: of 
these theatres can play at present 
scale and policy to over $60,000 
weekly. 

The Jolson percentage terms are 
said to be 50% of the gross, in ad- 
dition to the guarantee, above 
a mutually agreed upon set fig- 
ure (not overhead nor average 
gross). With the Chicago theatre 
playing usually around $50,000 and 
taking a headline feature as worth 
$5,000 to the usual bill’s cost with 
the $10,000 extra to be tacked upon 
the average gross, Jolson will prob- 
ably share at Chicago on over $60,- 
000 or $65,000. In New York the 
Capitol can reach $100,000. It’s high 
is about $109,000. Jolson will split 
probably on all gross over $80,000 
for his one week there. 


$15,000 as “Good Will” 


Jolson last week turned down an 
R-K-O bid of $12,500 straight for a 
week at the two-a-day Palace, New 
York, 
R-K-O: office would consider going 
as far as $15,000 for Jolson as a 
“good will’ act for the Palace, but 
the deal failed to develop. 


R-K-O’s Elastic Houses 


The R-K-O houses contemplated 
for the Marxes are more elastic in 
gross than the Publix theatres 
enumerated. In Chicago the R-K-O 
Palace, where the Marx boys would 
probably be placed, has been doing 
under $20,000, with its record for 
vaudfilm $21,000. With the Marxes 
playing four times daily, probably 
five on week-ends, the Palace can 
do over $55,000. 

The Marx contract with R-K-O 
has not been set. Max Gordon is 
the agent for the Marxes, with the 
Morris office in on the Jolson route. 
Gordon asked a flat salary of $12,500 
for the Marx Brothers. R-K-O did 
not counter on the salary, but 
thought it too high to pay in their 
houses as a_ precedent. Charlie 
Freeman, the R-K-O booker, sug- 
gested a guarantee and percentage 


as a substitute. The Marxes re- 
taliated with a guarantee of $10,- 
000 and an equal split over the 
average gross. R-K-O has seven 
theatres in the east where the 


Marxes could play for that money. 
The four brothers are ready to 
open Sept. 27. 

Jolson’s Record Salary 

Up to yesterday the Marx deal 
has not been set. R-K-O considered 
the guarantee out of proportion to 
the Marxes’ first salary demand of 
$12,500. It is said R-K-O offered a 
guarantee of $7,500. At that time 
it looked as though R-K-O would 
call off the deal through the high 
guarantee. Last season the Marx 
boys played one week at the Palace 
at $7,000 net. 

An attempt at secrecy seems to 
have been employed by the chains 
on the guarantee amounts. It’s the 
top terms for R-K-O, if concluded, 
for a stage attraction. Jolson has 
previously played for Loew’s and 
Publix under similar conditions, 
netting for himself each time over 
$20,000 for a week. He holds the 
high salary record of America in a 
theatre with .$23,000 for a week at 
Loew’s State, St. Louis. 

The Marxes, with their regular 
legit producer, Sam Harris, are now 
working on a stage musical for the 
early winter. On the _ probability 
they’ll not get together’ with 
R-K-O over price, the Marxes 
may play the Publix presentation 
theatres meanwhile. 


Burt Holmes, Announcer 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 
Metro is retaining Burton Holmes 
in an announcing capacity for sev- 
eral of its language films. 


Charlie Freeman stated thef 


Husband’s Doubling 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Married to one star and 
business managing another is 
the distinction of Marquise de 
la Falaise,. The Marquise is 
the husband of Gloria Swan- 
son and manager of Constance 
Bennett. 
_. While in Paris he arranged 
Miss Bennett’s contract with . 
Pathe, Since Miss’ Bennett’s 
return he has handled all her 
business with the studio. 


4 STAGERS AT ROXY 
WHILE ROXY’S AWAY 


Seymour Felix now with Fox may 
direct the stage shows at the Roxy, 
during Roxy’s (Sam Rothafel) ab- 
sence on vacation when the stage 
end of the house will be under Fan- 
chon & Marco supervision. First 
F.. & M. handling is due week of 
Oct. 1. Roxy sails for Europe on 
the “Leviathan,” Sept. 27. ; ' 
In addition to Felix, Mike Marco 
who will personally supervise the 
Roxy presentations during Roxy’s 
absence, intends to bring on Larry 
Ceballos, and Sammy Lee to help 
out. 

Jack Benjamin will accompany 
Roxy as sec. 


SAILINGS 


Oct. 9.(London to New York), 
Jack Barty (America). 

Sept. 30° (New York to Paris) 
Herbert Fields (lle de France). 


Sept. 30 (New York to Glasgow), 
Herbert Fields (Ile de France). 


Sept. 27 (New York to London), 
Sam Rothafel (Roxy) (Leviathan). 

Sept. 24 (London to New York), 
Mrs. Toto and daughter (Ile de 
France). 

Sept. 24 (Paris to New York), J. 
P. McEvoy, Hal Kemp’s band (Ie 
de France). 

Sept. 24 (London to New York), 
Leslie Banks (Olympic). 

Sept. 20 (Paris to New York), 
Michon Bros (De Grasse). ~ 

Sept. 17 (New York to London), 
Mr. and Mrs. Sid Kent (Berengaria). 

Sept. 14 (Paris to New York), 
Jean Acker, Bascom Slemp, Sol 
Hurok (Leviathan). 

Sept. 13 (Paris to New York), 
Arthur Bodanzky, Lawrence Gilman 
(New York). 

Sept. 13 (Paris to New York), Hal 
Sherman, Novelle  Bros., Vital, 
French comedian (Mauretania). 

Sept. 12 (New York to Berlin), 
Fayette Allport (Ile de France). 

Sept. 12 (Capetown to London) 
Two Cymberleys (Carnarvon 
Castle). 

Sept. 11 (Paris to New York) Mr. 
and Mrs. Carl Van Vechten (Fania 
Marinoff), Maria Corda, Pierre Key 
(Paris). 

Sept. 10 (London to New York), 
Marion Davies (Majestic). 

Sept. 10 (Paris to New York) 
Irving Lineman (Acquitania). 


“Dracula’s” Originals 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Those who played original roles 
in “Dracula” on the stage are being 
rounded up, wherever possible, for 
the talker version to be done by U. 

Besides Bella Lugosi, previously 
obtained, is Edward Van Sloan, who 
did Prof. Von Helsing in the piay, 
and will appear in that role in the 
picture. 


Cummings’ Eye Trip 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Suffering from an infected right 
eye, Irving Cummings, Fox director, 
is planning to go east this week to 
consult New York physicians. 
Before returning to the Fox lot 
Cummings started direction of “The 
Prodigal” (UWA), second attempt on 
which is now assigned to George 
Fitzmaurice. 


WILL MAHONEY 


The New York “Graphic” said, 
“Will Mahoney, with his Mahoney- 
phone, is again the hit of the show 
at the Palace, and the only reason 
the audience doesn’t throw ticker 


| tape and telephone books is because 


neither is available. Will is a 


super-comedian.” 
Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


LEEWAY FOR 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Al Lewis, head of the Fox story 
department, is inaugurating a new 
policy for writers on the lot whereby 
they will have full responsibility. 
Idea is to let writers alone until 
completing scripts, after which con- 
ferences will be held when. any 
changes will be made. 


Formerly, writers had to con- 
tinuously change while in the mak- 
ing, according to whims of super- 
visors or directors Under the lat- 
est plan, efforts wfll be made to 
give story assignments three months 
ahead of the production date and 
thereafter to keep 12 weeks ahead 
of the shooting time. 

Stories will be cast for treat- 
ments the same as for players with 
wisters given types of stories best 
suited to their ability. 

Fox has less than 20 writers un- 
der contract and will not add to 
this list. The idea is to call in men 
when needed for special treatinents. 

Fox needs but four more stories 
to complete the year’s program. 


Chas. Ray in Musical 


Charles Ray has been engaged as 
a star of a new musical, untitled as 
yet. Lyle Andrews will produce it. 

Ray, formerly of pictures, has 
been studying singing and dancing. 

Andrews is associated with Lew 
Fields in the latter’s forthcoming 
“Vanderbilt Revue.” 


A Mackaill Selection 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Dorothy Mackaill, expected back 
at Warners by the end of the month, 
probably will resume with “Shoot- 
ing Gallery” as her first under the 
contract renewal. 

Miss Mackaill was reported to 
have refused to sign for another 
Warner term unless the piece was 
bought for her. She saw it while 
abroad. 


F. N. Vacationers 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

More of the First National per- 
sonnel taking advantage of the 
studio shutdown by departing for 
eastern vacations are Mervyn Leroy, 
director, going to New York this 
week for a look at the new legits, 
and Mr. and Mrs, Richard Bar- 
thelmess. 

Barthelmess probably will hop a 
scow for Europe. 


Bob Leenard East 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Bob Leonard, Metro director, left 
Monday for the east where he will 
make some scenes for “Rosalia.” 
He will meet Marion Davies in 


Hollywood Love 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

A vet Hollywoodite was be- 
ing questioned about his af- 
fairs with dames. | 

Turning to an old pal, he 
asked: 
'“On the level, have you ever . 
seen me with any broad out- 


side of the wife?” 


Pathe’s ‘Pauline’ Search 
For Serials’ Femme Lead 


Culver City, Sépt. 16. 


Pathe is in quest of a new femme 
face to be used in the series of 
serials it will turn out next year. 
Studio is willing to gamble on the 
right girl and develop her to suit 
the part, which principally demands 
an athletic type, 

First three serials will be “Perils 
of Pauline,” “Exploits of Elaine” 
and “The Iron Claw.” All were in 
silent form some years ago with 
Pearl White. Stories are being re- 
written and revamped to a more 
modern standard. 


Miss Farnum, Ist Woman 
Exec With Foreign Films 


Paris, Sept. 8. 
Dorothy Farnum, scenarist, finally 
divulged the contract she Holds with 
Osso Films in Paris as writer. She 
is the first woman to have an exec- 
utive position with a foreign film 
company. 

“Spectre Vert” is her story which 
has just finished its run on the 
Boulevards here and “Jenny Lind” 
is her latest, not yet been released. 


Another Coast Panic 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

During the present lull in picture 

production studios are making it 

tough for the freelance players by 

offering their stock performers to 
other studios. 


In the past week, Paramount and 
Metro have been mailing “Avail- 
able” lists to other major studios 
with names of players who are not 
in actual production. Par’s list in- 
cludes Regis Toomey, Stanley 
Smith, Francis Dee, Jean Arthur 
and others, 

Due to the fact that all the play- 
ers offered are in current releases, 
producers are taking advantage of 
the offers, rather than engage free 
lance actors who have been em- 
ployed irregularly. 


Germans in Versions 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Michael Curtiz will direct the 
German version of Warners’ “Moby 
Dick.” William Dieterle, German 
actor-director, will play the Barry- 
more part. 

For the Joan Bennett role, First 
National is importing Lien Deyers, 
who leaves Berlin Oct. 3. Fraulein 
Deyers will also do the Alice White 
part in the German reels of “Show 
Girl in Hollywood.” 


PARIS AUTUMN HELPS 


Paris, Sept. 16. 
Arrival of seasonal autumn 
weather with occasional showers 
has helped theatre attendance. Im- 
provement hag induced a number of 
houses closed for the summer, to 
hasten reopening. 


B. K. Wells Attached 


Charging breach of contract, 
Arthur Page got a judgment against 
Billy K. Wells, writer with Fox 
staff, west coast. 

In lieu of payment Page had 
Billy’s bank account in New York 


New York. i 


pattached Monday, 


Europe 
Located in Some Capital for 


Convenience of Native 


— 


Tongues 


A multi-lingual Hollywooa for 
Europe, with the toss-up for the 
foreign production center being lo. 
cated in Paris, London or Berlj 
is materializing out of the Amerie 
can film industry’s efforts to un. 
ravel itself from the complicationg 
which have ensued since the. ad. 
vent of sound, : 

_ Paramount, like in the move to 
bring the most important part of 
the West Coast production to the 


j/ east,’ is taking the lead in a film 
| eolenization center for overseas, 


Leaving today (17) for France, 
Sidney Kent, distribution head ‘for 
Par, is carrying the word to the 
‘company’s producing interests in . 
Paris that 75% of the foreign ver. 
sions of the ’30-'31. schedule will be 
made in that city. 

Returning last week from abroad, 
Sam Katz is revealed as having- 
carefully surveyed the Contineni, 
watching for spots where Pars 
present European circuit of 25 thea- 
tres can be augmented. With Katz's 
return comes the word that three 
new theatres in England are under- 
way,,one of which will be opened 
next month with two others, in 
Leeds and Newcastle, under con- 
struction. 
Accent Detected 

which has 


Paramount, gone 


deeper into the multi-lingual angles 


than any other American produce 
ing company, is credited with be- 
ing satisfied that Hollywood is out 
as the center for this foreign work. 
While actors with linguistic ability 
to fill any part may be picked up 
on the West Coast, few of those 
who have been in the U. S. for even 


several months have not acquired 


an accent. or dialect which is 
quickly detected and subject to 
ridicule when heard by the fore 
eign fans. 

Plus the ability to obtain the pure 
lingo by working overseas, with nae 
tive actors of the many tongues 
within a day’s throw from Paris, or 
any of the Continent’s leading cite 
ies, comes the equally. important 
political angle. 

At producer headquarters the 
prospect of a Hollywood in Europe 
is* generally not conceded right 
now. The old argument, discarded 
by Paramount, that Hollywood lin- 


guists are just as good for foreign 


versions prevails. 

Whether Europe gets its Hollys 
wood in every sense of the nam@ 
depends upon the governmental ate 
titude abroad, it is finally agreed 
by the most astute of the producer 
spokesmen. 

Others, equally informed, and 
with a greater flavor for foreign 
reasoning say the presence of 
American producers, on overseas 
soil will do more to open up foreign 
portals to sound than anything else. 


| Datig Casting Contact 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Fred Datig is to locate permae 
nently at the Par New York studio 
as special contact on casting. Spot 
is in the nature of a created post, 
organized following Datig’s recent 
trip east to look over available tal- 
ent for Par. 
Datig was Par casting director on 
the west Coast for four years aD 
is considered one of the best in the 
business. 
Ill health sent him to Arizona for 
a time recently, with his health now 
reported entirely regained. 


R-K-O’s Last-Chance Test 
For Outgoing Chorines 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Contracts of the Pear] Eaton 
chorus of 24 dancers and 12 show 
girls will not be renewed by Radi@ 
when they expire Oct. 12. 
Studio is now making individual 
screen tests of the girls with the 
idea of giving some a chance at 
parts. Those okayed in the tests 
will get six-month contracts wi 
options. 


— 


“It is often the last key 
in the bunch that opens 
the door.” 


MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 
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PICTURES 


CRYING FOR THE STARS 


Hundreds Dance Halls So. 
Ilnois Drawing Young People 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 
Southern Illinois has an epidemic 
of small dance halls. Spots of 10,- 
000 population, as Metropolis, Her- 
Marion, etc., have as 
many as 65 intimate terpsichorean 
palaces, mostly on the edge of the 
towns. Larger cities hold 300 to 
350 dance joints. 

Theatre men in the section claim 
the spread is due to the lack of 
flesh on fhe stage, with the young- 
sters and middle age people all go- 
ing nightly to their favorite places 
and putting on their own act. 

Success of these small dance cm 
poriums has been the cheap prices 
and that practically all are located 

‘away from any interference of the 
blue noses. All the spots range 
from an hour to a 30-minute drive 
from the center of population from 
which they draw. 

Home Environment 


Dance hall managers, many of 
whom are women, explain that the 
public, going out for an evening, 
like to get as far as possible from 
the home environment and into a 
spot they feel free to do exactly as 
they wish. 

Most all the spots are run on the 
up and up, making a play for re- 
peat trade. 

Local exhibs, in that part of the 
country, claim a young couple, for 
an average of 50 cents each, can 
crowd in four hours of fun and 
frolic. 

Five years back southern Iii, 
boasted of more churches than any 
other part of the state. 


“ALMA REUBENS WANTS 
DIVORCE AND DOUGH 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Alma Reubens, according to info. 
has instructed her attorney in New 
York, Julius Kendler, to institute 
action for divorce from Ricardo 
Cortez, her husband.’ Both former- 
ly in films. Both Miss Reubens 
and Cortez recently toured in vaude. 
Miss Reubens is now in New York. 
Info goes that Miss Reubens will 
ask for alimony in addition to ap- 
portionment of community proper- 
ty held in both names. Involves 
two pieces, one on Wilton avenue 
and another a piece of beach prop- 
erty. Charge desertion. 

Attorney Martin Gang represents 
Kendler here. 


Mrs. S. J. Kaufman in L. A. 
After Stop-over at Reno 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 
Mrs. S. J. Kaufman, wife of the 
playwright, arrived here after stop- 
ping off at Reno, en route. 
Mrs. Kaufman is now trying to 
crash into pictures. 


Genevieve Tobin in Lead 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Genevieve Tobin is practically 
Set with Universal for the femme 
lead in “Half-Gods.” It soon starts 
With Hobart Henley directing. 

Quest is now on for a male oppo- 
site. Don Cook, who played the role 
‘On the stage, is considered. 


‘Alice White and Vaude 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Alice White may try some vaude 
Playing if the wanted bookings and 
Price are landed. 


Elliott Nugent in Between 
= Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
; Elliott Nugent is returning to. the 
east this week, to consider legit 


Proposals during a pause in picture 
Work, 


He 


turned down vaude offers. 


Bible as Coacher 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Christian Science reading 
rooms have recently acquired 
a@ new clientele: acors there 
on business. The boys have 
some knowledge of German or 
French and want a little 
grooming, with the idea of get- 
ting into foreign versions. 
They read the foreign lan- 
guage editions of the “Moni- 
tor,” checking with the Eng- 
lish edition whenever they get 
stuck. 
Bi-lingual Bibles are also in 
use as self-coaching aids. 


‘Happy Medium’ Tongue 
Required From English 
In Pictures Over Here 


English actors are as much 
handicapped in U. S. productions as 
foreign actors who speak another 
language. They also declare talk- 
ing pictures have made it almost 
as difficult for them to secure work 
in Hollywood as it has. with French 
or other native film producers. 

English actors say that, like for- 
eigners, they practically have to 
learn a new tongue, since their man- 
ner of speaking would never do ex- 
cept in those productions where the 
locale is British. What they have 
to learn, they say, is a “happy 
medium,” acceptable to American 
audiences and not too English. 

This it is said, has been found and 
is being used by Ronald Coleman 
and Clive Brook. 

Until that “happy medium” has 
been located by them,.they say, it 
is impossible to get work in talker 
productions other than those laid in 
their native land. 


HALLER DIRECTING FILM 
OF KALMAN’S OPERETTA 


Berlin, Sept. 16. 

Director Haller, eminent in the 
revue production field, has been as- 
signed as director for the film ver- 
sion of Emmerich Kalman’s oper- 
etta, “Czar das Fuerstin.” 

Piece will be done with original 
score on sound and with original 
book adapted. 


Phoning to Sea 


First ship-to-shore offer to an 
actor by radiophone was made yes- 
terday (Tuesday) by Charlie Mor- 
rison when the R-K-O agent in his 
office in New York conversed with 
Morton. Downey, en route from 
Europe on the “Leviathan.” 

Morrison offered Downey a week 
at the New ~ork Palace. Talk cost 
him about $50. 

“Leviathan” was two days out 
from the cther side when the con- 
versation was held, or about half 
way across. 


New Book Slammer 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Universal has first option on Gar- 
rett and Carroll Graham's new 
novel sequel to “Queer People.” 
New slammer has a New York 
locale. 


East or West? 


> 
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NAMES 
FOR POOR 


Producers Left With Scant 
Handful of Satellites Who 
Can Draw, Despite Story 
Quality — Star System 
Smashed by Talkers, but 
Attempt to Revive It 
Starts on Coast 


SIFTING YOUNGSTERS 


Hollywood, Sept 1% 

Producers who frowned on the 
star system when they had it in 
the silent days are now looking 
back longingly to that period: 

Some are endeavcring to build up 
_a.galaxy of box office names com- 
parable to the list that brought 
home the bacon before talkers out- 
talked most of them. 

Elimination of the old _ silent 
names had much to do, the produ- 
cers believe, with the recent decline 
of picture attendance. Even poor 
films could count on some box office 
reaction if the star names. were 
there, but when the favorites passed 
out it meant the drawing part was 
left to the story-telling elements 
alone. And a not so good story, 
minus a name draw, has had a 
tendency of proving disastrous. 

Producers are recalling the days 
when John and Mary Doakes went 
to pictures not because the story 
of the film particularly attracted 
them, but because it was “a Colleen 
Moore” “a John Gilbert” or any 
other of the names which meant 
heavy business no matter what the 
yarn. 

Few Silent Holdovers 


Looking over the present list, the 
producers find few names that since 
talkers carry anywhere near the 
weight swung by the bread and 
butter earners of the silent regime. 
Of the holdovers, less than a dozen 
mean b. o. today. Outside of per- 
haps Richard Barthelmess, Gloria 
Swanson, Greta Garbo, Joan Craw- 
ford, William Haines, Clara Bow, 
George Bancroft and Farrell and 
Gaynor, the number is negligible. 
And few of these are considered as 
powerful for straight “name” draw 
as in the silent era, 

Popularity of the new screen per- 
sonalities: from the stage has been 
slow in building to the point at- 
tained by the load carriers of the 
silent days. Ruth Chatterton stands 
foremost in this class, but it is 
questioned whether she has reached 
the audience pull that some of the 
old-timers carried. 

A close second in this regard is 
Ann Harding. Others have carried 
the “star” title and have been billed 
above of the picture, but none is 
in the drawing class enjoyed in the 
past by the silent favorites. 

Lining Ur Youngsters 

Realizing that star popularity 
means ticket buying, the producers 
are endeavoring to build a person- 
ality list that will compare with the 
old. With this in mind every studio 
is searching for young material for 
build-up purposes. Youngsters in 
their teens are being grabbed up at 
low salaries for training, with the 
publicity offices given orders to lay 
the works on thick for any of them 
showing top billing possibilities. 

Picture makers have come to tie 
conelusion after almost three years 
of talkers that the stage can offer 
but few Chattertons and Hardings, 
and that they will have to rely on 
their future stars mainly from their 
own studios. 

Picking the candidates for the top 
spots is proving more difficult than 
before, for the talkers have brought 
out that additional talents are 
necessary and not the least of these 
are an ability to act and to enun- 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Paramount is still undecided on 


depends on the Astoria studio’s ca- | 


pacity at production time. 


ciate both clearly and pleasantly. 


production site for Clara Bow’s| 

The redhead LASKY EUROPE-BOUND 

start the picture here and finish Pollywood, Sept. 16. 

in the east. | Jesse Lasky left here Thursday | 
Eastern move for certain shots;for New York. 


He is expected to go immediately | 


‘afterwards to Furope. 


\Society's Nominations for Merit 


Horses Don’t Talk 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

A picture director out here 
of some prominence watched 
couple of comedians and a 
gagger framing a comedy 
scene for the picture he was 
directing. 

The skeleton was laid out for 
the boys to refuse to come out 
of a room when called, say- 
ing: “We are horses; we 
can't come out.” It fitted in. 

“That's out,” said the di- 


rector. “Scene would be 
ridiculous saying you are 
horses and talking at the same 
time.” 


Riza Royce Wants Her 
Chance on Stage Only; 
Double Divorce Ruin 


Riza Royce is in New York, rub- 
bering around to see what chance 
she has of securing a role on the 
stage. Riza has put all thoughts of 
talkers out of mind and desires only 
a eareer behind the footlights. She 
is the young woman twice married 
to Joseph Von Sternberg, each end- 
ing in a divorce. 

Riza’s screen chances were shat- 
tered by this double romance. She 
was on the verge of. getting some- 
where when she married Von Steri- 
berg, but. quit tne studios for the 
fireside. Von Sternberg declared 
one career in his family enough. 
Between divorce and remarriage he 
also managed to keep Riza off the 
screen. 


Unpopular Minneapolis 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 


Hollywood custom of picture stars 
making personal appearances at 
any and all kinds of openings, from 
a garage to market place, is reach- 
ing out from here. Last week a 
representative of a beauty salon in 
Minneapolis journeyed hither wita 
an offer of $1,000 a day for a star 
to make the trip east for a three- 
day appearance. 

None of the studios or stars was 
interested. 


99 
Norma Shearer’s “Lady 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Norma Shearer will do “Lady in 
the Evening Gown,” Metro has de- 
cided. Yarn, intended for next sea- 
son's program, was written by Yves 
Mirande, French playwright on the 
studio payroll. 
Mary Pickford tried to borrow 
Mirande for work on “Kiki,” but 
Metro held out. 


Obilivion 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

The reward of music as a pro- 
fession, revealed by a bulletin board 
on the Fox lot: 

“All musicians employed by Fox 
studios are engaged for atmosphere 
services unless rehearsals or re- 
cording sessions develop.” 
Otherwise music qualifies as one 
of the fine arts, custard pie com- 
edy still being rated among the 
applied sciences, 


MISS BRENT’S 2 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Radio has contracted Evelyn 
Brent for two pictures to be pro- 
duced next year. 
» This is Miss Brent's second two- 


picture contract with that com- 
pany. First on the new arrange- 
ment goes into production in 
January. 


Awards Made—Names and Films 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. . 
Nominations by the various de< 
partments of the Academy of Mo- 
iton Picture Arts for annual awards 
for the best work in picture pro- 
duction during the past year have 
been made. Trophy for each de- 
partment will be elected from the 
five names in each group. 

For the best work by an actress, 
nominations are for Ruth Chatter- 
ton, “Sarah and Son”; “Nancy Car- 
roll, “Devil's Holiday”; Greta Gar- 
bor, -“Anna Christy” and “Ro- 
mance”; Norma Shearer, “Di- 
vorcee,”’ and Gloria Swanson, “The 
Trespasser.” 

Actors nominated: George Arliss, 
“Disraeli”; Wallace Beery, “Big 
House”; Maurice Chevalier, “Loye 
Parade”; Ronald Colman, “Bulldog 
Drummond” and “Raffles,” and 
Lawrence Tibbett, “Rogue Song.” 

Directors: Clarence Brown, “Anna 


Christie’; Robert Leonard, “Di- 
vorcee”; Ernst Lubitsch, “Love 
Parade”; Lewis Milestone, “Western 
Front’; and King Vidor, “Hal- 
lelujah.” 

Productions nominated for 
awards: “Western Front,” “Big 


House,” “Disraeli,” “Divorces” and 
“Love Parade.” 
Doubt Over Writers 

For the best writing job, the 
writer deserving credit will be de- 
cided later. 

Nominated for the best job of 
cinematography: “Western Front,” 
“Anna Christie,” “Hell's Angels,” 
“Love Parade” and “Byrd at South 
Pole.” 

Best sound recording work nom- 
inations were: “Big House,” “Ser- 
geant Grischa,” “Love Parade,” 
“Raffles,” and “Song of the Flame.” 

Nominations for art direction 
have not been made yet. 


No Films for Her, Says 
Katherine Cornell, So 
Hollywood Guesses 


Los Angeles, Sept. 15. 

Katherine Cornell, playing at the 
Biltmore in “Dishonored Lady,” has 
all Hollywood guessing. 

She's refused Warner, 
and Wanger. 

Miss Cornell tells the picture 
world she’s perfectly satisfied with 
legit conditions. 


Par’s Options Taken Up 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Paramount has renewed its op- 
tion on Marlene Dietrichs, brought 
over from Germany, Miss Dietrichs 
will leave for Berlin for a vacation 
in a few weeks and then return to 
resume picture work. 
Phillips Holmes’ option alse has 
been taken up by Par. 


Thalberg 
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Fox Throws Out Candy Machines; 
Fox Throws Lobby Acts and 
Fox Protecting Local Merchants 


Order of Fox Theatres to remove 
all candy-vending machines from 
the circuit has resulted in an in- 
junction suit filed against the east- 
ern chain in the N, Y. Supreme 
Court by the Laz-Fox Corp., owners 
of the machines. L-F seeks to re- 
strain Fox from carrying out the 
removal order, and claims a binding 
contract for five years. 

Hearing is scheduled for Sept. 22. 

Aaron Fox, brother of William 
Fox, according to info, is half 
owner of Laz-Fox. Company gets 
half its name that way. Other half 
comes by way of Joseph Lazarus, 
president. Fox Theatres claim that 
at time contract was made with cir- 
cuit Aaron Fox was an officer of 
both corporation, and that, there- 
fore, ete. 

The circuit execs have also ruled 
out all the Idea 
is if nol g the stage, 
out altogether. Another angle is 
community businesses. Fox execs 
have taken it that lobby merchan- 
dise is unfair to the businessmen of 
the neighborhood, perhaps, though, 
through the Aaron Fox connection. 


HAYS’ ADV. CODE 
INTERFERING 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Will Hays’ advertising code is not 
being indorsed 100% or abided by 
everywhere out here. Attitude in 
some production quarters seems to 
be that differences of opinion on 
what should be said in ad#@ inter- 
feres with proper sales and ex- 
ploitation of picture product. 

Latest instance of nothing being 
done after the Hays office found 
fault with copy occurred at First 
National over the studio’s “Bad 
Man.” Hays office complained that 
the copy violated sections 2 and 9 
of the code, but the copy was not 
altered, FN taking a firm stand on 
no violation grounds. 


Foreign Script Readers 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Metro will use employees of vari- 
ous nationalities as readers of cur- 
rent and past published stuff in en 
extensive search of the foreign field 
for story material. 

First engaged is Arthur Giovanni, 
here from New York, for Italian 
reading. Giovanni also will work 
on scripts in that language. Ife has 
six plays of the arty kind and 
poems as references. 


Language Acters 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Universal has booked two more 
Spanish actors for language work. 
Manuel Abro is engaged for three 
Latin versions, and Soriano Viasco 
for the lead in the Spanish 
“Dracula.” 


BENNY IN PAR SHORTS 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Paramount has engaged Jack 
Benny to appear in a series of 
ehorts at.the Long Island studio. 
Burns and Allen, vaude, will also 
make shorts at the same plant. 


Frisco’s Hot Foot 
Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 
Joe Frisco saw that preview of 
himself. 
He grabbed the first train out for 
New York. 


A!per in Original Role 
Murray Alper, from legit, goes 
with Paramount for “The Royal 
Family,” cast in the same role he 
had in the stage play of that name. 
Talker is now in production at the 


Astoria, L. L, studios. 


Santell’s Air Story 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Al Santell’s next directorial as- 
signment for Fox will be “Squad- 
rons,” by Francis White Springs. 
Air story. 


Who Can Tell? 


The first thing Foxites or 
Loewites now ask a “Variety” 
reporter is: 

‘Say, who are we working 
for—Loew or Fox?” 


MUSICALS NOW 
OWN 
PROBLEMS 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
With major studios uncertain 
about the future of screen musi- 
cals, production plans for next sea- 
son show only seven pictures fea- 
turing melodi set for production 
among 10 major studios. 


Warners plans four, “Maytime,” 
“Adam and Evening” and two un- 
titled operettas by the Romberg- 
Hammerstein combo. Fox lists 
two; one by De Sylva, Brown. and 
Henderson and one by George and 
Ira Gershwin. Both are untitled. 
Metro’s single musical is “Rosalie.” 
First National, Pathe, Paramount, 
Universal, Radio and United Ar- 
tists, while claiming they’ll have a 
few pictures with songs, add that 
none: of them can be classed as 
musicals, the songs in each case be- 
ing used without stages or chorus. 
With exception of Metro, all 
studios have cut their musical 
force. Paramount is now dicker- 
ing with writers and musicians 
under contract to take a settlement 
for unexpired time on their papers. 
Warners and First National have 
assigned their remaining song writ- 
ers to pound out pop numbers. 
Producers in discussing the out- 
and-out musical pictures, however, 
will not go on record as stating 
that this class of picture is dead. 
All are careful to mention that 
there’ll be a place on their pro- 
grams for a big musical if the de- 
mand warrants it; meaning they’ll 
watch the reception of musical 
product turned out by other stu- 
dios. But all concede that carry- 
ing a musical staff on the regular 
payroll is out. 

Probably the general hesitancy in 
going thumbs down on musicals is 
due to grosses of “Animal Crack- 
“re.” 


Arthur Ungar With U. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 
Arthur Ungar, formerly with 
“Variety” out here, joins Universal 
as associate producer Sept. 22. 
This gives the studio three super- 
visors. Others are E. M. Ascher 
and Albert Demond. 


Schnitzer at Studio 


Joseph I. Schnitzer, Radio Pic- 
tures pres.. leaves for Hollywood 
next week for a protracted visit. 

Survey of production matters on 
the lot and injection of a pep ’em 
up viewpoint are understood to be 
the motive. 

Jules Levy, R-K-O picture buyer, 
leaves for the coast this week. 


Stahl’s Long U Term 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
John Stahl has been put under a 
long term contract by Univérsal. 


Lady Surrenders.” 
No further assignment has been 
made. 


Sid Kent Sailing 
Sid Kent and his wife are sailing 
today (17) on the “Berengaria.” 
Kent will be away from four to 
six weeks, 


Langdon’s Original 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Edward Loddy has been assigned 
to write an original for Harry 
Langdon and Slim Summerville. 
Production starts in the middle of 


November at Universal. 


Studio liked his direction of “The 


34,943,460 VOTE! 
Over thirty-four million German 
Ballots cast at current election. 
That’s a small number compared to 
the voters electing to Headline Hit 
Honors the Originators of “Tintype” 
Comedy 


(CHIC) (ROSE) 


YORK and KING 
Week Sept. 20, R-K-O Palace, N. Y. 
R-K-O Direction, LEE STEWART 


MILTON SILLS DROPS 
DEAD AT TENNIS GAME 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 
Milton Sills, 48, dropped dead of 
heart disease Monday on the tennis 
court of his home in Santa Monica 
just before dinner and while play- 
ing tennis with his wife, . Doris 
Kenyon; his daughter, Dorothy, and 
John Goodrich, screen writer. 
Police answered an emergency 
call with pulmotors and worked 
over the stricken actor for hours 
without success. 

Although off the screen for over 
a year, due to a nervous breakdown, 
Mr. Sills had been considered in 
good health for the past nine 
months. He was under contract to 
Fox, having made two pictures since 
his return to the screen. His first Fox 
picture since resuming was “The 
Sea Wolf,” recently completed, but 
not yet released. 

Mr. Sills was born in Chicago, 
graduated from ihe Chicago Univer- 
sity. He is survived by his widow, 
Doris Kenyon, and daughter, Dor- 
othy, 19, by his first wife, divorced 
three years ago, and a son, Kenyon. 
Sills was one of the organizers of 
the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences. He was nomi- 
nated as the actors’ representative 
on its board of directors, an elective 
position, for a term of three years, 
without opposition. Sills’ term 
would have expired next week 


Mob Below Average 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Just barely average for the mob 
last week. Total of 5,088 jobs werc 
passed out in the six days. Monday 
was busiest, with 1.160 working. 
Biggest set of the week was 151 on 
a Slim Summerville 2-reeler, at Uni- 
versal, 

Warners’ “Fifty Million French- 
men” rated high for the pictures 
with 139 and 150 called. “Cimar- 
ron,” simmering down on atmos- 
phere, had 65 extras working Satur- 
day, and that was high for the day. 


Girl Adv. Mgr. 


Virginia Morris has been appoint- 
ed advertising manager for Warner 


Bros. under the direction of A. P. 
Waxman. 
Miss Morris has been associated 


with the Warners for the past three 
years on the publicity staff, 


WAMPAS FROLIC REVIVAL 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Wampas members are considcr- 
ing a resumption of their annual 
frolic. 

Event went into the discard two 
years ago when the p.a.’s figured 
local publishers were makiny too 
exorbitant demands on their bo. 
receipts. Idea for hey-dey this year 
was brought up at a directors 
meeting and accepted unanimously. 


Bob Harris at Col 
Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 
Bob Harris has been made an 
associate producer by Columbia, 
With a three-year contract. 
He left Metro to join the Gem 
company as head of the scenario 


dept. 


Use Boxes and Pit for Acts to Play: 
Keep Naborhood Stage Costs Down 


Beating a Rumor 


Warren Nolan has organized 
a new department as a subsid 
division of his publicity sector 
over at U. A., to deny rumors 
before they happen. 


FRANKLIN 
CIRCUIT TOUR, 
MAYBE EAST 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Harold B. Franklin, president of 
Fox West Coast Theatres, left here 
Thursday (11) for Kansas City and, 
ostensibly, a swing around the W. 
C. divisional headquarters. It is 
probable before returning he will 
go on to New York to see Harley 
L. Clarke, president of Fox. Frank- 
lin is expected back here in about 
two weeks, although if Manhattan 
is included in the itinerary that 
time limit will likely be extended. 

The intended circuit tour is 
Franklin’s first in seven or eight 
months. Upon his arrival in Kansas 
City he will renew the expiring 
contract (Oct. 1) of Elmer Rhoden, 
mid-west division manager, head- 
quartered in K. C. 

If Franklin continues east to see 
Clarke it will presumably be to 
straighten out matters concerning 
operation of Fox West Coast, over 
which quite some tension is report- 
ed to exist between the New York 
and L. A. offices. The outcome of 
such a meeting is believed pregnant 
with possibilities, including the Par- 
amount Coast theatres deal, also 
Warners, here. 

Over 500 Houses 

Franklin has a record of having 
raised West Coast Theatres from 
a circuit of less than 100 theatres 
to over 500, as Fox West Coast, 
within three years. In receipt fig- 
ures that’s a difference in net profit 
of from $143,700 in ’27 (West Coast) 
to an estimation of possible near 
$6,000,000 in ’°30 (Fox West Coast). 
Franklin resigned from Paramount 
to become head of West Coast three 
years ago, after which William Fox 
acquired controlling interest in the 
circuit, but with Franklin’s con- 
tract calling for sole command. 

The history of this circuit shows 
that when Franklin came to the 
coast his first move for expansion 
was to take over the Pacific North- 
west Theatres. At that time the 
Oregon and Washington houses 
were having an uphill struggle 
Next came acquisition of the Miller 
Midwest Theatres, of over 60 houses, 


then the Shanberg Midland, Kohn 
and Fairchild, and Ricketson cir- 
cuits in that territory west and 


southwest of Kansas City. Further 
purchases encompassed sufficient 
theatres to currently give Fox West 
Coast representation in 14 states 
west of the Mississippi. 


No decision, as yet, has been 
reached by Fox West Coast and 
Paramount cover the Fox western 
end taking the Par theatres on the 
Pacific. 

Harold Franklin may reach New 
York this week. At that time it 
will be settled from accounts what 
the Franklin attitude will be if he 
is out-voted on the proposal. Frank- 
lin wants the Par houses joined 
with the Fox W. C. circuit, of which 
he is _ president. Harley Clarke, 
president of Fox, is not so anxious 
for the addition, it is reported. 


Evelyn Laye’s Next 
Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Evelyn lLaye, English actress, 
will probably make another picture 
for Sam Goldwyn next winter. She 
has finished the one titled “Lilli” 
and leaves for the east this week 
for a European vacation: 

After that she returns for 
work in “Bitter Sweet.” 


Dowling at L. I. Studio 


2ddie Dowling, formerly assistant 
in charge of casting musicals for 
the Shuberts, is now on the James 
Cowan staff at the Paramount's 
Astoria, L. I. studios. 

Dowling is contracting legit talent 


road 


for pictures. 


Chicago, Sept. 16, 

In an effort to provide flesh enter. 
tainment economically the Center 
theatre with a 40c. top is using itg 
side boxés for acts to work in. It 
is hoped thereby to avoid using the 
stage proper with its heavy expense 
for a big crew. 

Billy Diamond of the local Morrig 
office is booking the house. As a 
sample of what is being attempteg 
in solution of the small neighbor. 
hood problem a typical show had a 
piano act in one box, xylophonist in 
the other, and a girl band, “The 
Rockets,” on the hycraulic pit plat. 
form. Another and smaller plat. 
form in the pit permitted a pair of 
hoofers to do their stuff. 


One Man’ Crew 


With an entire program thus 
given without touching the back- 
stage switchboard or using any of 
the paraphernalia, the cost of the 
added flesh can be kept down to 
within the budget of a small-scaled 
house. 

‘Center has a completely equipped 
stage, having once played Pantages 
vaudeville. Under the present ar- 
rangement one man can. easily 
handle the stage. 


HUGHES SCHOOL FOR 
COAST CAMERAMEN 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Purchase of Armatage Trail’s 
novel, “Scarface,” for $10,000 and 
establishment of a local school for 
cameramen are among Howerd 
Hughes’ latest. Hughes recently 
bought the Multicolor company. 

School idea is to familiarize the 
lens boys with all phases of color 
processing. Tony Gaudio and Billy 
Williams will have charge of in- 
struction, with 20 cameramen placed 
under contract to Multicolor as 
pupils. Training course will last 
six months, with the new Multicolor 
lab due to open at that time. Space 
for a classroom has been taken at 
Metropolitan, » 

Hughes will send “Scarface” into 
production following “Quest 


Academy’s Board 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Various branches of the A:‘ademy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sci- 
ences nominated the following for 
the board of directors for the elec- 
tion, Oct. 18: 

For the actor’s branch, Milton 
Sills;- directors, Donald Crisp; pro-e 
ducers, Irving Thalberg;  techni- 
cians, Karl Struss, and writers, Al 
Cohn. 

All will hold office for three Years. 

Due to the sudden death of Mil- 
ton Sills a few hours before the 
nomination meeting Monday night 
another candidate from the actors’ 
branch will be named. 


2 Wks. Off for Fox 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Fox will suspend studio produc- 
tion for the next two weeks, while 
forthcoming stories are being pre- 
pered and casts assembled. 

Shooting resumes around Oct. 1 
with a comedy featuring Delia 
Magana, and “Evidence,” short dra- 
matic subject in three reels from 
a play by Ethel Clifton, adapted bY 
Earl Croker with scenario by Paul 
Perez. 


“So This is America,” feature 
comedy along lines of the W ill 
Rogers pictures, ~ ill follow. 


Songwriter in Act Under 
Film Making Contract 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Sam Coslow, Paramount song- 
writer under a four-year contract, 
may be farmed out by the studio 
to Publix for a picture house tour. 
If this is decided upon, Coslow will, 
do a single like he did years 48°; 

Apparently Par’s previous idea 
forming a group songwriters act 
composed of eight or 10 tunesters, 
all under contract to them, has 
fallen through. 


Montenegro on Coast 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Juanita Montenegro is en route 
here to fill a Metro contract for 
Spanish versions. 
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VARIETY 5 


COLLEGE KIDS’ 


Facts, Figures and 
Why and How Children Stay Away 
From Absent 


Filmdom is wrestling with what 
it concedes to be its heaviest prob- 
lem, one already imperiling show 
pusiness by what is admitted in- 
ability to recruit the adult fans of 
tomorrow. Just 5,000,000 children 
have quit going to picture shows 
during the past year. 

The pictures, and not sound or 


spoken lines, are admitted by the} 


industry’s sages and statisticians to 
be almost solely the fault. Coupled 
with the fact sound is no longer 
a novelty and that hard pan has 
actually been reached, film authori- 
ties are literally panicked over 
what to do, 

Executive filmdom finds little con- 
solation by the revelation contained 
in the most accurate of box-office 
checkups, based on an inside knowl- 
edge of grosses and_ therefore 
double-checked, that during the 
past year for every kiddie lost two 
adult fans have been gained. To- 
morrow to them is as important as 
today. 

Psychologists, prominent college 
professors, kindergarten specialists, 
parent-teacher organizations — all 
have been enlisted in the industry’s 
effort to arrive at a formula which 
will start the kiddies coming back 
in the same droves as in silent days. 

Child Reaction 
In the course of this research 


school laboratories are actually 
coming into existence. The first 
of these is being conducted at 


Horace Mann’s where not only stu- 
dents there of all ages but others 
are being assembled into a class of 
500. Interrogations concerning cer- 
tain pictures are being made to 
get a composite child reaction. 

The industry so far has found 
that the youngsters are more par- 
ticular about logic in a screen story 
and its action than the average 
adult; that pictures designed 100% 
for adolescents, like “Peter Pan” 
and “Kiss to Cinderella” are the 
flattest flops. Action and bonafide 
suspense like that in “The Black 
Pirate” and “Jack the Giant Killer,” 
two of the outstanding child suc- 
cesses, are somewhat nearer what 
the kiddies require. But not even 
a diet of this run of film. 


No Romance 

The boy under 13 and the girl 
under 12 have expressed themselves 
as uninterested or opposed to ro- 
mance, Immediately after these 
years their interests swing toward 
it, however, it has been discovered 
so far. 

Youngsters, in addition to being 
the future upholders of the theatre, 
are now credited with being respon- 
sible for 90% of censor and legis- 
lative troubles throughout the coun- 
try. No code of production ethics 
will do half so much as a formula 

(Continued on page 16) 


SPOOR’S 1ST WIDE FILM 
FEATURE FOR CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Geo. K. Spoor’s third dimension 
is to have its world’s premiere in 
this city. Spoor is reported ready 
to install the projection equipment 
at any time. 

“Danger Lights,” railroad story, 
is the title of the wide film third 
dimension picture produced by the 
Spoor Studios. It will be given its 
Premiere in Chicago because Spoor 
has done all of his research work 
here and because the film was made 
+ ag the co-operation of the Chi- 
ah Milwaukee & St, Paul rail- 


No theatre is named. 


Joe Kennedy Due Back 


“Songl Kennedy is due back in 

ork during this: week from 

ily ¢ pene ~ vacation with his fam- 
yn the ¢ ape Cod coast. 


Business Up 


Picture theatre business has 
steadily moved up since its 
July depression, with varying 
percentages of increased 
grosses. 

An average might be set at 
20%, but this is not uniform. 
Depends upon the circuits or 
houses. Metro’s run of five 
money getting films almost in 
a row did so much for Loew’s 
houses the latter felt it could 
toss away its vaudeville ex- 
pense in several towns. The 
same set of pictures aided 
other theatres playing them. 

Ouflook now in the picture 
line is that enough good talk- 
ers are in sight, inclusive of 
those reported upon, but not 
yet released, to carry the the- 
atres along nicely until New 
Year’s; at least those theatres 
having a call upon the general 
run of film. 


Heroes With 
Short Names 
Wanted—Chi. 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Four and five letter names for 
neighborhood theatres are at a pre- 
mium here, particularly with vari- 
ous civcuits-taking over houses dark 
for some time. Theatre operation 
nowadays figures down to the 
nickel, and the electric cost of large 
signs isn’t fancied. 

Recent examples of this type of 
economy include the Madison 
Square, which became the Byrd; 
Oak Park, which became the La- 
mar, and Pershing, now the Davis. 
Americus reopened as the Lindy. 
House in Berwyn formerly saddled 
with the 10-letter Auditorium now 
is Roxy. 

It’s not so easy to pick a four- 
letter name, what with the field al- 
ready pre-empted by Avon, Bugg, 
Bell, Calo, Iris, Erie, Gold, Lynn, 
Star, etc. 


VOLUNTARY ‘PINK’ ‘FOR 
ADULTS ONLY’ IN PTSBG 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. 
When “Scarlet Pages” opens here 
at the Warner Friday, it will be 
“pink ticketed,” not by the censors 
but by the management. Pictures 
will be recommended “for adults 
only,” house feeling. that’s the only 


way to sell the talker in a town 
where Elsie Ferguson, the star, is 
virtually unknown. 

Not the first time a _ picture 


around here has been “pinked” by 
the management with an eye on the 


Femmes in “Prison’’? 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 
Metro will stress the prison angle 
for “Within the Law,” using some 
sets from “Big House.” 
The company has borrowed Bob 
Armstrong from Pathe and will also 
use a bevy of femme extras, 


Korff Loaned 
Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 
Arnold Korff, German player, has 


GRADS 
FILM WELCOMED 


Preferred to Broadway Pro- 
fessionals With Visions of 
Klondike Pay for Coast 
Picnic—Open Arms for 
Prof. Baker’s Yale Boys 


START AT $100 WEEKLY 


Wise college boys with the nec- 
essary aptitude have best chances 
for a career in the picture business. 

The writer situation, always a 
problem to producer and now more 
complicated than ever with dialog, 
is opening the way for the rah-rah 
graduate with his feet on the ground 
after a responsible collegiate groom- 
ing in the art of drama, 

With Warner Brothers declaring 
they are through with sending pro- 
fessional writers and playwrights 
westward, because those kind “sim- 
ply regard Hollywood as a Klondike 
or Vacationland,” Paramount is set- 
tling down to the serious business of 
digging in virginal fields for talent 
that shows promise of developing 
with the touch of practical experi- 
ence and guidance. 

The Par organization is particu- 
larly interested in Professor Baker’s 
lads from Yale. It will start them 
at $100 a week and let them ride 
along until they sell themselves one 
way or another. 

Any pupil from the Baker school, 
whether graduated a decade ago or 
not, can, if he wants to, get a job 
with Paramount, 

Regardless of what position he 
now is holding, Par also offers to 
read whatever he will send in. After 
a few such readings it will take him 
on at the initial century. 

The psychology here is that many 
Baker boys are selling real estate or 


(Continued on page 29) 


COUNSEL 
OVERRIDES 
CENSORS 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 
After the Corporation Counsel had 
viewed “Numbered Men” (M-G-M) 
and compared it with other prison 
pictures, a decision was made not to 


harass the local exchange in its 
Chicago distribution. 
The picture is being shown 


throughout Chi on the mandamus 
it had obtained, forcing the police 
to issue a permit after the censors 
had refused the film a ticket. 

This action on part of the Coun- 
sel’s office is held as not.in favor 
of endorsing every ruling made by 
the censor board. It is judging 
pictures itself in order that full con- 
sideration be given them in being 
shown without interference by 
either police or others. 

The Corp. Counsel if wishing to 
back up the censor decree could 
have appealed the mandamus in 
which case the picture would have 
been stopped automatically, | 


ONLY U. S. TOWN OF 
6,000 WITH NO THEATRE 


Albany, N. Y., Sept. 16. 
Green Island, with 5,000, is claim- 
ed the only community of its size 
in the United States without a 
theatre. Last house there was the 
Daisy, in 1895, with a seating ca- 


been loaned by Metro to Paramount 


for use in the latter's “Royal} 
Family.” 
It will be made on Long Island. 
= 


pacity of 84. When pictures ap- 
peared ‘it had to close. 
Residents go to Troy or come 


Bankers Say Time 


Arrived for 


Cessation of Expansion, with 
Development—-Production Now 


Candy Boy’s Distress 


A candy butcher in a bur- 
lesque house, outside of New 
York, found the aisles jammed 
with standees during a per- 
formance last week. It inter- 
fered with his business. He 
called up the fire department 
to say that. 

The chief called at the the- 
atre. 

sutch is still running. 


FOX MAN GOING 
AUSTRALIA 


A Fox theatre operator must go 
to Australia, to supervise the 110 
Hoyt’s theatres over there that Fox 
lately bought for $12,000,000. Thev 
are scattered over a country 3,500 
miles wide, 

Clayton Sheehan, Fox’s general 
foreign manager, is said to have in 
mind for the Australian post Her- 
shel Stuart, in charge of Fox-Poli 
in New England, Ed Lollier, with 
Fox West Coast and Elmer Rhoden, 
Fox W. C. operator around Kansas 
City. 

Last report was that Stuart is 
favored, but no report how Stuart 
feels about burying himself away 
from the world’s film centre for a 
few years. In handling the Poli 
has quietly made nearly a _ fine 
record, bringing that circuit for- 
ward with a _ profit within two 
years, instead of the five-year per- 
iod expected to accomplish an even 
break on the extraordinary price 
paid S. Z. Poli, $18,000,000 for a 
vaudefilm circuit estimated by 
showmen without ambitions at not 
over $11,000,000. 

A decision may be reached by 
Sheehan this week. Whoever is se- 
lected will have to leave almost im- 
mediately. 


Dizzy Public 

In Australia the summer is ap- 
proaching and also in Australia the 
native theatre operators appear to 
be in a panic, a condition existing 
with them for some time. They 
change policy so often over there 
the theatre-going public must be 
dizzy. 

Of the 110 Hoyt houses, a ma- 
jority are considered deluxe for that 
country. Around 55 are within the 
city of Sydney area; others are 
scattered over the 3,500 miles that 
is a natural for the railroad. 

If Lollier should be chosen, Fox 
will have to get another fixer on 
the Coast. From reports east, Lol- 
lier is the best all around man the 
show business owns for taking care 
of everything. 


Ohio's Politics Will Now 
Let ‘Big House’ in State 


Toledo, Sept. 16. 
Understood Ohio censors, after 
banning “The Big House” (M-M-M) 
entirely, are going to let it through 
next month. 
10V. Myers Y. Cooper is believed 
safe for re-election, agitation over 
Columbus prison riot having died 
down. 


Zukor’s Important Guests 


Adolph Zukor is said to have had 
some important guests at his New 
City home over the week end. 


Among them as mentioned were 


Wall Street is looking for no 
further expansion of film companies 
in America for the next two years 
with the exception of existing deals 
and the impending Fox-Loew mer- 
ger. Info is that bankers feel their 
companies have grown far enough 
to stop. For the next couple of 
years they should concentrate on 
cleaning up the present theatre 
situation and making good prod- 
uct, the bankers opine. 


It was admitted in Wall Street 
that this means a pretty big turn- 
over of houses. Bankers alive to 
the situation apparently are uni- 
versal in that thought. The way 
it’s given, the companies have been 
advised to clean up the theatre 
situation, to develop the good 
houses and dump the bad ones, 


Whether this means the next 
year or so may see a shifting back 
of many houses to local operation 
by local operators is something the 
bankers appear not to be informed 
about, 

Companies figuring prominently 
in the theatre way are Paramount, 
Warners and Fox. 


Warners are figured by bankers 
to have aimed at a certain position 
in the theatre field. Having at- 
tained that end, all expansion has 
automatically ceased with efforts 
now to be concentrated by Warners 
on developing those houses, 

Only possible chance of expansion 
from a big company way is with 
R-K-O, where the situation may 
demand further growth, 


Fox-Loew House Merger 
Ok’d by Dept. of Justice 
But Not F-L Exchanges 


Washington, Sept. 16. 

Approval is reported having been 
given to the proposed merging of 
the Fox and Loew theatres by the 
Department of Justice. 

That approval has been withheld 
though, it is said, from any amal- 
gamation of the Fox and Loew film 
exchanges. 


Loew's stock control lies with 
lox, 
Both organizations are reported 


trying to 
tion to 
tions. 


secure the Dept.’s sanc- 
a merger without restrice 


TOO MANY CRITICS, SO 
ONE NITE FOR ALL—WB 


That there are enough reviewers, 
pseudo and otherwise, to fill any 
of the smaller Broadway show 
windows and that it is useless to 
attempt to sell opening night tick- 
kets when they are all present, is the 
Warner reason for establishing 
what may shape up as a policy for 
the entire New York industry tn 
its future handling of gents and 
ladies of the typewriter. 

It comes off with the opening of 
“Outward Bound” tonight (17). The 
show then is for press folk exclu- 
Sively. No tickets will be sold and 
the feature only will be exhibited, 
getting underway at 8:30, to allow 
the mob a little time to think over 
what it has seen and possibly be 
a little more literary in reports. 


Tracy’s Ahead Contract 


Spencer Tracy, legit, now playing 
the lead in “Last Mile,” has a short- 
term contract with Fox, 

Tracy left the cast last spring to 
play the male lead in Fox’s “Up the 
River,” completed over the summer, 
Hie returned to the play three weeks 
ago. 

Contract with Fox does not go 
into effect until next June, as Tracy 


Sir William Wiseman, David Sarn- 


‘here for entertainment, 


off and W. S. Gifford 


1 expe 


ted to be tied up with “Last 


Mile’ until about that time, 
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6 Paris Building, 15 Boulevard des Italiens 


FOREIGN 


NEWS 


Cable Address: VARINEWS, PARIS 
Central 01-57; Louvre, 52-15 


Metro Finds F oreigners Work Best 
Hollywood, Despite Temperament 


Metro’s experience with its im- 
ported foreign players and writers 
may be a cue to other companies 
who have committed themselves to 
production abroad for foreign coun- 
tries. The general theory has been 
that making a picture in the lan- 
guage and the actual locale of the 
country for which it is intended is 
best. 

Metro finds that lecal production 
has not been as expensive as might 
be foreign locations, and that an 
element of efficiency which could 
not be coped with abroad figures in 
a sizable proportion. The imported 
actor or writer, in a strange country 
as she or he is, is daily faced with 
the knowledge that he or she was 
brought over for the sole and ex- 
press purpose of work. Back home, 
the Latins notably, and as is gener- 
ally known, would be inclined to 
work when they pleased, how they 
pleased, etc. Here, under contract- 
ual obligation, they quickly realize 
they must punch the clock and set- 
tle down to work. That is the feel- 
ing the most temperamental of 
French actresses absorb, regardless 
of their spells, and it has worked 
wonders for efficiency. 

Inspired Playwright 

There is one imported playwright 
who, rating, as he does, among the 
foremost two or three authors in 
his country, has long been reputed 
to be a do-as-you-please creator. 
Transplanted to Hollywood his out- 
put in a few months has exceeded 
what it took him years to do. 

The bugaboo about going Holly- 
‘wood or getting inflated ideas of sal- 
aries is easily offset, because when 
they are brought over it is at an 
agreeable enough figure, and yet, 
according to the foreign norm, of a 
sufficiently attractive range. If they 
click, the studios take the position 
of voluntarily exceeding their own 
contractual limitations, as has been 
the case recently with a number of 
imported players and authors, 

Metro is primarily committed to 
the theorem that the aura of a Hol- 
lywood production lends a picture a 
definite box-office value for the for- 
_ eign market.than if it were known 
that the film was made in Joinville 
or Neuhabelsberg or Tempelhof or 
Elstree. 


FOREIGN DISTRIBS BALK 
AT BUDAPEST RULES 


Budapest, Sept. 4. 

Picture season in Budapest has 
taken a stormy start. Local repre- 
sentatives of UFA, Warner-First 
National, Paramount and Metro- 
Goldwyn have resigned their mem- 
bership of the Distributors’ Society, 
declaring they will not submit to 
the society’s rules concerning lease 
and transport of films. They also 
refuse to submit to the system of 
arbitration. 

This fight means exhibitors are 
more cautious than usual and slow- 
er about tying up pictures. Small 
houses which could not afford to 
buy sound squipment last year had 
a disastrous season. Four small 
houses went dark in Budapest and 
a considerable number in the coun- 
try. Small exhibitors daren’t buy 
sound equipment even if they have 
the money because the provincial 
public won’t stand for foreign lan- 
guage talkers and a good supply 
of silent films is no more to be 
obtained, 

Nothing but Hungarian talker 
production can help these provin- 
cial houses. But the summer, 
Europe’s best producing time, has 
come and gone. Though there has 
been a prodigious pow-wow over it, 
no Hungarian pictures have been 
produced, except a few that have 
been done abroad. Their small 
number won't nearly suffice for the 
demand. 

Budapest audiences, however, un- 
derstand German and more or less 
English, so they are willing to ac- 
cept foreign talkers. Since more 
German than English is spoken 
here, there is a greater demand for 
German dialog. 


Spanish “Spoilers” 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Spanish version of “The Spoilers” 
will be made here. 
Latin lead not picked yet. 
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PAR’S SALES DOWN, SAY 
BRITISH INDIE EXHIBS 


London, Sept. 16. 


As a result of a row between the 
Exhibitors’ association and Par- 
amount and of association agitation 
following John Cecil Graham’s re- 
cent unfriendly reception of a dep- 
utation of exhibitors, the Associa- 
tion declares Paramount’s bookings 
have dropped sharply among inde- 
pendents, 

Statement is based on confidential 
reports from the field and disclosed 
at the meeting Wednesday (10) of 
the Association’s general council. 

Association’s charge is that Gra- 
ham referred to the exhibitors’ dele- 
gation as “shysters.” The Par- 
amount’s general foreign represen- 
tative is now back from Paris, but 
has refused to make a statement to 
the trade and will not deal with the 
exhibitors’ national organization. 


CHEAP SWINDLE ON USE 
OF PORTABLE TALKER 


Paris, Sept. 7. 


A swindle just exposed is that of 
a man touring the provinces and 
renting for a one-day stand small 
silent picture houses, alleging that 
he will show talkers there by means 
of a special portable contraption. 
This is a fake. Provincial theatre 
owners fall for it and advertise ex- 
tensively, but whet. the showing is 
done, the films shown are silents, 
the man alleging that his contrap- 
tion has just broken down that eve- 
ning. 

Outside of the immediate swindle, 
effect on the provincial public is 
also to make them distrustful of 
talkers. 


Comedy Good for Year 
Is ‘Smith’—N. G. for N. Y. 


London, Sept. 16. 


“Leave It to Smith,” opening at 
Golders Green Hippodrome last 
night and coming to the Shaftsbury 
two weeks hence (29) after its 
suburban date, turned out to be an 
exceedingly British comedy border- 
ing on farce. 

Piece is by Ian Hay and P. J. 
Wodehouse, funnier than its title. 
It will probably run a year in the 
West End, rivaling the success of 
its predecessor, “Middle Watch” 

It would stand about as much 
chance in New York as “Middle 
Watch” too. 


French May Buy Emelka 


: Berlin, Sept. 16. 

Albert Kohan, banker and chief 
of the French Gaumont interests, 
is making a protracted stay in Ber- 
lin, carrying on negotiations with 
President Kraus of Emelka for the 
acquisition of that company by 
purchase of control. 

Proposition, according to report, 
is that the French take over con- 
trol on a straight purchase basis, 
leaving Kraus in his present posi- 
tion of chief. 


U.A.’s at Pavilion 


London, Sept. 16. 
After several months of inactivity 
United Artists has just begun a 
trade show drive at the Pavilion. 


Group to be offered includes 
“Whoopee,” “DuBarry,” “What a 
Widow,”. “The Lottery’ Bride,” 


“Eyes of the World” and “Castle,” 
the last named an English-made by 
Harry Rowson and distributed by 
United. 


Fliers on Newsreel 


Paris, Sept. 16. 
Fox Movietone Newsreel got a 
break in Paris with its record of 
the American reception to Coste ir 
New York. 
Subject was released last wee! 
(9) and drew heavily. 


DOROTHY GOFF 


“MISS UNIVERSE” 


Headlining Fanchon and Marco’s 
“American Beauty Idea.” 

This week, New Pantages The- 
atre, Hollywood. 


HOUSE 
TAX 


Athens, Sept. 3. 

There is not a single country in 
Europe so heavily taxing cinema 
tickets and amusements in genera) 
as Greece. In most cases the gov- 
ernment taxes amount to about 50% 
of the theatre’s admission price. 
This accounts for many a drawback 
with regard to the evolution of 
talkers in this country. 

Musical and stage people have 
started an active propaganda 
against talkers, as the public’s in- 
terest for talkers is growing, even 
in the most remote provinces. At 
present there are in Greece about 
30 houses using either Western 
Electric system or Superphone for 
talkers. Public remains indifferent 
to the agitation. 

7eneral manager for Fox for the 
Near East, Frank Harvey, says 
quite plainly that if the Greek gov- 
ernment has in view the raising of 
taxes on talkers and cinema tickets, 
it will be impossible to do any film 
business in Greece. No less ex- 
pressive is the director of the Cine- 


Orient in Athens, who sees a very 
gloomy outlook for the winter. He 
added that the rentals for the two 
largest theatres, Atticon and Splen- 
did, each having about 1,500 seats, 
have become a luxury. When the 
new house in the Military Club 
suilding is finished it will have 
about 3,000 seats. Many a small 
cinema must close. 

Last year Athens had only two 
talking cinemas; soon there will be 
eight. In Greek provinces, Salonica, 
Patras, Corfu and Volos, the talk- 
ers have become. great excitement 
for the Greeks. 

As the government. contemplates 


applying the same duties on im- 
ported phonographic discs as for 


gramophone discs, it will be impos- 
sible for many theatres using this 
system to exist. 


Menjou in Spanish 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 
Adolphe Menjou, . having been 
spotted in French and German ver- 
sions by Paramount and Metro, will 
now be starred in Spanish by Metro. 
The studio is having translated 
“The Great Lover,” stage play in 
which Leo Deitrichstein appeared. 


Metro has had the rights to the 
play for several years, having ac- 
quired the same through connection 
with Sam Goldwyn, who made the 
silent film version in 1920. 


U. A. French Tie-up 


Paris, Sept. 16. 

In an effort to facilitate distribu- 
tion in this country United Artists 
has effected a tie-up with a local 
independent producer, agreeing to 
release a small group of shorts and 
one full length feature. 

Feature is called “Chanson du 
Pays” (“Song of the Country”), 
written by Jean Vignaud, popular 
French writer. 


HOW SWEDEN TAKES — 
TO FOREIGN TALKERS 


Stockholm, Sept. 4. 

“The King of Paris” (“Der Konig 
von Paris), Greenbaum (German) 
film, with Ivan Petrowitch and 
Hanna Ralph. Directed by Leo Mitt- 
ler. Released at the Skandia thea- 
tre (800 seats, Klang) in the Ger- 
man dialog version, with Swedish 
cut-in titles. Musty sex and crimi- 
nal story, typical German hash. 
Loads of uncalled-for close-ups, 
erazy jumping scenes and trick pho- 
tography, which makes one feel 
dizzy and diverges the interest so 
that it is difficult to follow the story, 
even for people versed in German. 
This particular German, spoken in 
French locale, with “Hello, baby,” 
and “Sonny Boy,” etc., didn’t ring 
true. 

Unclean surroundings and greasy- 
looking types no objection in pic- 
tures here. Abundance of rainy and 
foggy scenes, some of which, had 
they been chosen for the right 
places, would have come more to 
their right. Local reviewers called 
this picture artistic, and compare it 
with the work of the Russian, 
Eisenstein. 

As a picture production it is rath- 
er stupid. As a box-office attraction 
+in Stockholm it is fairly good, for 
only two weeks. Sound was bad, 
with echoes and splutterings. 

“West Front 1918” (German), at 
the Red Lantern (500 seats, Nordisk 
Tonefilm sound), in the German dia- 
log version, with superimposed titles 
in Swedish. Immediately attracted 
attention, partly because of a notice 
«Continued on page 62) . 


DULLNESS FOLLOWS 
REVOLUTION IN S. A. 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 16. 

General theatre’ situation has 
gone into the doldrums following 
the revolution. Social and political 
readjustments need time to work 
themselves out, and it will take a 
little while for business to get back 
into its normal swing. 

“The Rogue Song” (Metro) is do- 
ing well on second run at the Es- 
trellados, Universal’s “All Quiet” 
and “King of Jazz’ continue to 
draw, while “Paramount on Pa- 
rade,” “Love Parade” and “Vaga- 
bond King” are doing satisfactorily. 

Paramount is about to inaugurate 
a section of dialog pictures in Eng- 
lish, using the Ideal cinema for the 
purpose and starting with “The 
Young Man of Manhattan.” 


DUTCH INSISTS ON 
NATIVE NEWS REEL 


Amsterdam, Sept. 16. 

“Love Parade” was revived by 
Tuschinski at the enormous Rem- 
brandt Cinema. UFA’s at 
the Roxy, voted excellent. Sevenska 
sound production, “Gluecks Melo- 
dies,” at the Royal, is labeled medi- 
ocre fare. “No, No, Nanette,” at the 
Corso, considered excellent. 

Press here insists upon Dutch 
Movietone News and refuses to ac- 
cept other sound news. 


Budapest’s Censor Bans 


German Educationals 
Budapest, Sept. 3. 
The picture censor is 
amuck again in Budapest. Within 
the last week four pictures were 
prohibited here: “The Greene Mur- 
der Case” (Paramount), “The Skel- 
eton Dance” (Columbia’s one-ree]l 
cartoon); “Animal Love” and “Bird 
Marriage,” the two latter belonging 
to UFA’s series of “Kulturfilms” 
and considered in Germany of edu- 
cational value. 


Budapest exhibitors were shocked 
by the prohibition of the three lat- 
ter ones. Neither cartoons nor edu- 
cationals have ever been forbidden 
by the censor. 


South Africa Gets It 


Capetown, Sept. 16. 
The midget golf madness has 
reached South Africa, with the wee 
courses being laid out rapidly in the 
big towns. 


Vogue is looked upon as opposi- 
ition to the theatres. 


running 


British Film 


By Frank Tilley 


tives 


London, Sept. 5. 

“Mail” at last broke the Par fq 
British & Dominions story, ana fol- 
lowed next day with Par’s theatre 
layout. Both in “Variety” 
several weeks, and the theatre part 
of it seemingly denied stil} by Par 
executives but tipped by others jn 
theatre end as okay as a future 
plan, 

Studio position seems to bé Par 
has five-year lease with further 
five-year option. End of layout, now 
workshops, will be changed around 
and made over as a third stage, 
Wilcox to go on using one stage 
till through with schedule. Pap. 
said to be figuring on 32 productiong 
a year, which, unless they are go- 
ing to make quickie talkers for the 
Continental market; seems ridic. 
ulous, ‘ 

Conference now on in Pariz with 
{Bob Kane as to studio and produc:' 
tion plans here. te 


More Houses 


John Maxwell taking Dominions 
theatre for a spell for First National 
to pre-release “Dawn Patrol,” and 
Stoll eredited with working on an 
idea to have the Coliseum go talker 
if he can be assured of satisfactory 
product. Jack Kennedy, back here for 
P. D. C., says Sir Oswald has been 
looking over their stuff with a view 
to circuit booking. First part as 
to looking is okay, but second 
doesn’t ring so true. Stoll hardly 
likely to spend his own time looks 
ing at film for circuit booking. go 
join your own flats. ‘ 

Bertie Meyer’s new house, Cam- 
bridge theatre, offered for pre-views, 
but none set so far. 


Pathe and Producing 


Been a lot of sayso about P. D. 
producing here on a large scale for 
its American end, Pathe, but noth- 
ing to this except space-grabbing 
so far. No arrangements as to 
casts, stories, studio space or any- 
thing else yet made. 

A few wisens have tipped Ralph 
Pugh would again pbreuk into his 
song of Wembley with P. D. C. sing- 
ing the chorus, but there’s nothing 
to this either. 


Folks and Films 

W. T. Maxwell, who went from 
“Express” newspaper to publicize 
Pp. D. C., had a short stay. Unit 
now running without press head. 

Those two Jacks, Burch and Mac- 
kenzie, all the way from L. A., mak- 
ing a hit here with the natives at 
Beaconsfield—where G. K. Chester- 
ton comes from—working on the 
Basil Dean outfit. Using out-of- 
booth cameras and quiet methods. 

Picture houses letting out their 
orchestras fill Archer street knee- 
deep with sax blowers and banjo 
flappers. 

Lloyd’s first talker, “Welcome 
Danger” released this week. Only 
moderate around town and neigh- 
borhood houses. 

Edward Cook says he isn’t out, 
of Audible Filmecraft. Audible says 
he was aired. This concern’s stock- 
holders are getting a circular from 
something calling itself Melbourne 
Trust asking them to renounce their 
stock in British Screen Productions 
if they do not want to make the 
swap offered. “Financial Times,” 
most responsible money newspaper 
here, comments shareholders are 
not likely to lose much by declin- 
ing both invitations. 

Par putting Maurice Elvey’s talk- 
er of Sheridan’s “School for Scan- 
dal” into Plaza for run. 

Alfred Hitchcock is to make Gals; 
worthy’s “Skin Game” as his next, 
for British International. 

A head here 

(Continued on page 46) , 


Terra U. A. Deal Off ’ 


3erlin, Sept. 16. 

The much discussed film project 
with Terra Films’ and United 
Artists and Max Reinhardt, involv?! 
ing $400,000 has come to nothing. 

Curtis Melnitz has not been suc- 
cessful so far in raising the re- 
quired capital. Preliminary 
penses, including advance payments, 
amount to $50,000. 

Other plans of Melnitz seem un- 
likely to develop promptly and it 
seems probable control of the con- 
cern will pass to a new financial, 


with any conspicuous success. 


Deal for 6 Wallaces 


British Lion Film Corp. has af 


ranged a production link we 
Gainsborough, subsidiary unit ° 
British Gaumont. f 
Deal calls for the production ° 
es bY 


six dialog subjects from storm 


Edgar Wallace. 


these: 


group headed by Max Glass whor 
previously handled Terra, and nok 


London, Sept- 16. 
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French Fans Demand Refunds for 
Razzed Talkers—Vivid Instance 


Paris, Sept. 16. 

Boulevard audiences have become 
so tough and gone into razzing pic- 
tures that do not please them with 
such violence the situation has been 
taken up by the authorities. 

In several houSes mob has de- 
manded refunds. One case is “Hol- 
lywood Revue,” at the Madeleine, 
where it has become necessary al- 
most daily to interrupt the screen- 
ing while the manager offers to 
make refunds to dissatisfied patrons. 
Many have taken advantage of the 
offer. 

Disturbances have been so violent 
that the official theatre commission 
has been asked to report if the 
withdrawal of the picture is desir- 
able to avoid trouble. Such an or- 
der is unlikely to be issued, since it 
is the desire of the government not 
to displease Americans, but an early 
and voluntary change of attraction 
is probable. 

Something of the same kind hap- 
pened at the Olympia, where the 
crowd razzed “Le Roi de Paris,” 
native-made talker. Many asked 
for and obtained refunds. Demon- 
stration entirely against the picture, 
as stage presentation was generally 
liked. 

Failure of Metro-Goldwyn_ to 
withdraw “Holly wood Revue” 
promptly was unfavorablly com- 
mented upon by Paris dailies. One 
daily declares the showings at the 
Madeleine are injuring the standing 
of the screen with the public, and 
argues the repeated refunds serve 
to create a dangerous precedent. 

Metro-Goldwyn held out as long 
as possible, quieting disturbance at 
the Madeleine by following the 
policy of prompt refunds where 
they were demanded. Now the 
company has given in, principally 
to avoid adverse reaction by dis- 
tributors who do not like the re- 
fund idea, and will ¢lose the “Re- 
vue” Friday, substituting a Greta 
Garbo picture synchronized and 
titled here “The Single Standard.” 

First intention was to follow 
“Hollywood Revue” with ‘“Halle- 
lujah,” but the chances of that sub- 
ject were deemed to have been in- 
jured by the trouble over “Revue.” 


B. I. FILMING PLAYS 
WITH ORIGINAL CASTS 


London, Sept. 16. 

Hitchcock is filming Galsworthy’s 
“The Skin Game” for British Inter- 
national immediately, with Edmund 
Gwenn in his original role and 
Nicholas Hannen engaged. 

“Potiphar’s Wife” and “Big Busi- 
ness,” by William Devereux, and 
“The Man at Six,” will be produced 
for the screen by British Interna- 
tional shortly. 

Matheson Lang has been engaged 
by B. I. to star in a new dialog 
version of “Carnival,” playing his 
original role. Drift seems to be 
toward use of stage actors in the 
roles they created. 

Gainsborough is doing Stanley 
Lupino’s musical, ‘‘Love Lies,” with 
the original cast. 


Outcry on Arbitrary 
Censoring in Australia 


Sydney, Sept. 16. 
Prospect is that federal action 
Will be taken shortly to curb the 
arbitrary banning of pictures by the 


censors. Situation arises as a con- 
Sequence of the ban on “Young 
Oodley,” “Suspense” and other 


British-mades, 

There has been a great outcry in 
the press against the methods em- 
Ployed by the censors, openly 


pareed to be controlled by the 
Tethodist church, 


culayton Sheehan Coastward 
layton Sheghan is leaving New 


York the end of the week for Holly- 
wood, 


The 
lately 


foreign gen. mer. for Fox 
returned from the other side. 


English Exhibs Oppose 
Front’s’ Pre-Releases 


London, Sept. 16. 
A group of 50 London exhibitors 
met Thursday (11) to enter a pro- 
test against the large number of 
“All Quiet on the Western Front” 
(U) roadshow pre-releases. 


Showmen base their objections on 
the ground so many pre-releases 
kill their chances’ on subsequent 
play dates. 

Exhibitors held that their con- 
tracts, which in most cases call for 
50% and heavy guarantees, could 
not be legally enforced by Universal 
following the widespread pre-exhi- 
bition. 

The meeting laid the situation be- 
fore Frank Ditcham, for Universal, 
without any result satisfactory to 
the exhibitors, who decided to seek 
counsel's opinion on the point of 
more than one pre-release. 


SWISS THROWS 
OUT ENGLISH 
DIALOG 


Zurich, Sept. 16. 

Association of Picture exhibitors, 
organization covering all Switzer- 
land, has determined to forego all 
pictures with dialog in English. 

Language here is mostly French 
and German, with some Italian in 
the southeastern Alpine cantons, 
adjacent to Italy. 

Number of English dialog pic- 
tures have been tried, but with in- 
different success. Swiss Syndicate 
some months ago bought out the 
principal producer of Austria. 


U. T. BUYS LEGIT HOUSE 
IN SYDNEY FOR FILMS 


Sydney, Sept. 16. 
Union Theatres, sponsoring Hal 
Carlton’s Roxy circuit, independent, 
has also taken over the Royal, Syd- 


ney, former Williamson-Tait legit 
stand. 
House opens under the new 


regime with “White Hell of Pitz 
Palu,” German-made film. 

Union is expanding in other di- 
rections, buying country town 
houses in all the states. 

Union Theatre group is the one 
reported looking to hook up with 
Paramount, following the Fox pur- 
chase of Hoyt’s theatre chain in 
Australia. 


Better Weather; Better Biz 


The Hague, Sept. 16. 

Brisk trade in the picture houses 
here has come with the advent of 
cooler weather, notable at the Pas- 
sage theatre for the 2d week of 
“The Love Parade.” 

New talkers all around. City 
opens with the Tauberfilm, “Lock- 
ende Ziel,” and the Asta with the 
UFA thriller, “Tiger von Berlin.” 


Carl’s Nephew Gets Try 
Paris, Sept. 16. 
Max Laemmle is the new Uni- 
versal boss for Latin territory, suc- 
ceeding. Claude Bonnaire. 
Third U rep in local headquarters 


in five months. 
Max is a nephew of CarL 


MONEY 


TURNING PROFIT 


British Experiencing Big 
Changes with Talkers— 
15 English-Mades Gross- 
ing $11,000,000 in British 
Possessions This Year 


SOME NICE FIGURES 


London, Sept. 6. 

British talker production situa- 
tion has changed very considerably 
during the last 18 months. In the 
silent days England, entirely de- 
pendent on America for films which 
meant anything at the box office, 
with an occasional worthwhile pic- 
ture coming in from Germany, is 
now getting more independent. 


Time was when anything with a 
dialog track was welcomed with 
open arms and a novelty public 
crammed the théatres. 

This has changed. Exhibitors 
who, in the old days, had to take 
anything they could get from the 
American houses, now are in a po- 
sition to pick and choose, 

British talkers are improving and 
kecoming a power to reckon with 
in the entertainment field over here. 
The British talker is immeasurably 
better than the old British silent 
films. 

There have been many instances 
recently where British films have 
achieved higher grosses in both 
London and the provinces than 
American films. 

Although there is a great deal of 
nonsense written about it, the fact 
remains there is a good deal of 

(Continued on page 57) 


TOURNEUR FILM, 
FRENCH-MADE, 
BIG HIT 


Paris, Sept. 16. 

The new Pathe-Natan feature, 
“Accusee Levez Vous,” directed by 
Maurice Tourneur, current at the 
Marivaux theatre, is hailed as the 
first native-made dialog drama 
equalling in quality the product of 
Hollywood. Picture was enthusias- 
tically received and house has been 
doing capacity since opening. 

French producers are broadcast- 
ing their encouragement at the re- 
ception of a French-made. Most of 
their earlier productions met an in- 
different return. 

Gaby Morlay is the star and does 
some fine work, although her voice | 
does not show up particularly well 
in reproduction. Support excellent, 
especially Roanne, Dubosc and 
Paulais, whose voices are satisfac- 
tory. 

The story has to do with a mur- 
der mystery back stage, ending with 
a courtroom scene, suggesting a lift 
from “Mary Dugan” or “Mme. X.” 

Not the least of credits goes to 
Mary Murillo, writer trained in the 
Hollywood technique, who supplied 
the continuity and dialog. She also 
entirely remoulded the _ scenario 
credited to Jean Jose Frappa. 

Photography is fine and Photo- 
phone recording fair, 

Subsequent to the film’s premiere, 
Miss Murillo brought suit against 
Pathe-Natan on the contention that 
the authorship was entirely hers 
and she was not given screen credit 
for creation of the story but only 
acknowledgment was for the tech- 
nical handling of the subject. 

She contends she never was 
shown the five-page synopsis that 
never was used after it was sup- 
plied by Frappa. It is Frappa who 
now gets full credit on the screen | 


for authorship. 


French and German Gov'ts Change 


Faces as Pact's Details Leak Out 


a 


Am.-Made Italian Film 
Meets Disaster in Milan 


Milan, Sept. 16. 

All the sentimental pleas of Raba- 
gliati explaining the patriotic urge 
of Italo-Americans interested in 
putting Italian dialog pictures on 
the screen did not save “Sei tu La- 
more” from disaster upon its intro- 
duction here. 

Picture was made in the States by 
a Latin group, many of the players 
and singers being American born of 
Latin parentage. 

The American borns retain their 
transatlantic voice inflections in 
singing. 

Recording on the Italofone is 
faulty, and many music-loving fans 
derided the amateurishness of the 
whole production, 

Reaction here is that American 
talkers straight are preferable to 
song and dialog pictures done in 
imperfect Italian. 


CO. 
SELLS FILMS 
ABROAD 


Rome, Sept. 16. 

Directors of the Pittaluga Com- 
pany have been informed that the 
company has_ succeeded in _ its 
earlier campaign for foreign sales. 

Its talking production, “Singing 
Naples,” has been sold for Argen- 
tina, Uraguay, Chili, Peru and Bo- 
livia in South and Central America 
and for Bulgaria in Central Eu- 
rope. 

Same statement included the dec- 
laration that the company has dis- 
posed of four short subjects to the 
United States, England, Canada and 
Mexico. 


Last word from Italy before the 
above dispatch was to the effect 
that Pittaluga’s production was 
backward and a prospect Para- 
mount would be first in Italian terri- 
tory with Italian language product, 
rushing in new material from its 
Studios at Joinville, near Paris. 


TANGO PANNER HOME 
FROM COAST STUDIOS 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 16. 

An Argentine reviewer tears into 
First National's Spanish version of 
“Hombre Malo” (“The Bad Man”) 
just released through Glucksmann. 

Reviewer is Senor Mom, of “La 
Nacion,” who not so long ago made 
a trip to Hollywood bent on selling 
a trunkful of scenarios or so. No 
report available on his success or 
non-success, but he is a pretty con- 
sistent panner of American pictures 
here. Senor Mom finds the whole 
production is fundamentally wrong 
and direction and acting amateur- 
ish excepting Segurola. Review 
finds that Antonio Moreno is first 
rate in silent pictures, but medi- 
ocre in dialog product. 

He regards the feminine roles as 
in weak hands, the actresses lack- 
ing in Latin-American ideals of 
charm. Any second rate local the- 
atre, the comment goes on, can 
show more seductive femmes. 

Finally the panning—and can 
these tango penmen pan!—declares 
everybody concerned in American 
versions destined for the South 
American market, and specifically 
Argentine, have no knowledge of 
the idiosyncrasies of the field they 
are dealing with. 


Final word is “If ‘Hombre Malo’ | 
version, we | 


is the best Spanish 
await the others with misgiving.’ 


Paris, Sept. 16. 

The Franco-German picture deal 
under which quotas were mutually 
abolished has run into an obstacle 
with the publication of the facts in 
“Variety” (issues of Aug. 13 and 
20), which data was picked up and 
exploited in the Continental edition 
of the New York “Herald”’—without 
eredit. 


With the opening of the whole 
deal in print, the French Foreign 
Ministry suddenly awoke to the 
possibilities of embarrassment in 
the situation, First action was to 
transmit the Ministry's instructions 
to the French Picture Control 
Board, which is due to meet this 
week to give favorable considera- 
tion to the case of Paramount pro- 
duction from the Joinville studio. 


Before the Ministry took the sub- 
ject up, there was a prospect that 
Paramount's Joinville pictures 
might be outlawed under the inter- 
pretation that such material was 
outside the quota coverage, local 
production being merely a suber- 
fuge. 

German Dealings 

Another angle to the sudden 
change of front is that the Ger- 
mans also have backed away from 
offending an American industry 
which could retaliate. The Ger- 
mans now requested the 
French parties to the mutual under- 
standing to refrain for the present 
from publishing the important 
clauses of the Franco-German 

(Continued on page 57) 


B-G'S DE LUXERS 


London, Sept. 16. 

Introduction of a deluxe presenta- 
tion policy at the new cinema Vic- 
toria by British Gaumont is the 
forerunner of the supporting stage 
show idea for the entire circuit as 
far as deluxe houses are concerned, 

Albert Decourville has been ap- 
pointed director of presentations for 
the company. 


Small Town De Luxers 
In Australia Cause 
Finish for O’Brien 


Sydney, Sept. 16. 

Tom O'Brien's picture theatre 
circuit has gone bankrupt. It has 
been taken over by the Fullers- 
Hayward group. 

O’Brien got into difficulties by 
building theatres of the de luxe type 
in towns of too small a population 
to support high overhead establish- 
ments. 


Golfie Hits Australia 


Sydney, Sept. 16. 
Midget golf course is a rage here, 
Miniature layouts are springing 
up in all directions. 


Radio’s 2 More Foreign 
Mades for Over Here 


Radio Pictures has accepted for 
distribution on this side two foreign 
mades, 

Talkers are “Atlantic” and “W. 
Plane.” 


NEW YORKER’S SPANISH TRY 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Arthur Lee, New York film ex- 

| porter, is sending a crew here to go 
into Spanish language production, 

He has engaged space at the 
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sludlos. 
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8 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, September 17, 1920 


Disappointments Sweep B way; 
Jolson's, McCormack’s, ‘Dixiana, 
Sea God, ‘Good News, ‘Carlo—All Off 


Every Broadway house took a 
dent last week, with the majority 
going back to summer lows. 

Al Jolson’s “Big Boy” did almost 
a record minimum at the Winter 
Garden with $12,000 for the first 
five days. Plus poor Sunday take, 
Warners on Monday were looking 
around for a sub beginning Thurs- 
day, giving its last Jolson musical 
one week. Then decision was made 
to keep it in another week with 
“The Office Wife’ standing by for 
quick step-in, 

Warners also let out “Moby Dick” 
tonight (17), the figure steadily de- 
clining with around $18,000 for the 
4th week. “Outward Bound” re- 
places. The WB other long-timer, 
“Old English,” is keeping an aver- 
age with opening week at the War- 
ners of about $20,000. 

“Hell’s Angels” continues high at 
the Criterion and Gaiety, $34,000 
being the take total. “Abraham 
Lincoln” at the Central and “Big 
House,” the latter in its 13th week 
at the Astor, are all keeping their 
heads well up, although a few hun- 
dred or a grand under the previous 
week. 

The first week at Roxy’s pop 
prices of the John McCormack spe- 
cial, “Song o’ My Heart,” slid to 
$83,700, and considered very low for 
the house. 


At the Paramount and Capitol the 
drops to $65,000 and $60,000, way 
under thuse of even a few weeks 
ago, are traceable to the pictures, 
with little for consideration of the 
weather, despite its mugginess 
during the past week. 


“Monte Carlo” at the Rivoli at 
$38,000 is indicating time for re- 
moval, while the Marx boys at the 
Rialto, rolling in $45,000, seem oke 
for a few weeks more. 


The Strand doubled its receipts 
of the previous week and estab- 
lishes a new high for months with 
the $45,000 “Three Faces East” 
brought in. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Astor—“Big House” (Metro) (1,- 
120; $1-$1.50) (13th week). Working 
into regular routine’ on take, rarely 
varying a grand one way or the 
other week in and out. This time 
way into run, $18,900. No change 
here until October anyway. 

Capitol—“Good News” (Metro) 
(4,620; 25-85-$1.50). At $60,400 pulls 
the Capitol back to hot weather fig- 
ures, over $30,000 under the opening 
of Garbo's “Romance” two weeks 
ago and $18,000 below Garb’s clos- 
ing week. 

Criterion-Gaiety—‘“Hell’s Angels” 
(Caddo) (1,678;-° $1-$2.50) (6th 


week). At $34,400 for duet, excellent 
steadfastness. Around $3,000 under 
the week before, when Criterion’s 
record was broken. Business for 
these houses far ahead of usual. If 
one sells out early tickets for the 
other are sent over, holding down 
turnaway. 


Central — “Abraham Lincoln” 
(UA) (916; $1-$2) (38d week). Hold- 
ing up with $17,400, keeping it 


higher than opening week). 

Globe—"Dixiana” (Radio) (1,065; 
30-50-75). Disappointment. Com- 
pany had hoped for indefinite run, 
but barely got through one week at 
$19,400; $3,000 under unpretentious 
Universal offering called “Outside 
the Law” week before. 

Hollywood—“Moby Dick” (WB) 
(1,066; $1-$2) (4th week). And last, 
with “Outward Bound” replacing 
tonight (17), Barrymore talking 
version of successful silent didn’t 
have constancy qualities as final 
figures $18,800 prove. 

Paramount—“The Sea God” (Par) 
(3,665; 65-85-$1). Back to summer 
figures here at $65,900. Picture, at 
first glance, just not Broadway ma- 
terial. 

Rialto—“Animal Crackers”. (Par) 
(2,000; 40-60-85-$1) (2nd week). 
Around $18,000 under first week, but 
at $44,900 still good money. Should 
live on for some time to come if 
they get behind it occasionally, 

Rivoli—“Monte Carlo” (Par) (2,- 
200; 40-65-85-$1) (3d week). This 
$16,600 under 2d week with $38,700. 
Got to have much better take here, 
otherwise emergency change. Usu- 
ally six weeks limit at either Rivoli 
or Rialto. 

Roxy—‘‘Song o’ My Heart” (Fox) 
(6,205; 50-75-$1.50). First weekly 
stand here of John McCormack spe- 
cial that stood reasonably two- 
buck test down the street. At $83,- 
700 not much for Roxy. 


Strand —.“Three Faces East” 
(WB) (2,900; 25-50-75). Figure at 
$45,400 sounds excessive. Twice 


what they were a week ago and 
highest in months. Here no dress- 
ings and everything is dependent 
upon the feature. Held over and 
also opened at Beacon at 74th St. 
Warners—‘Old English” (WB) 
(1,400; $1-$2) (3rd week). Cutting 
take off a couple of hundred weekly, 
this Arliss classic has good chances 


NO. 2 GOLF COURSES IN 
L’SVILLE FADING AWAY 


Louisville. Sept. 16. 
(Draw. Pop., 500,000) 
Weather: Mild 


State, first house in the country 
to invade miniature golf courses 
and make each of the 18 holes an 
advertising medium for Loew’s, no 
longer co-operates with the pee- 
wees. It is unlikely any other the- 
atre will take over the idea. 
Further evidence that this sport 
is on the decline is the second clos- 
ing within a month. Most centrally- 
located house of all, in the heart of 
the theatrical district, is for rent. 
Only one golfie seems to be making 
money. It is open all night and 
gets a play from taxi drivers and 
the night lifers. 

Dog track attendance continues 
around 10,000 nightly, despite com- 
paratively close odds and a high 
percentage rake off for operating. 
Special nights at the track always 
affect the theatres here. 

Last week the 29th annual Ken- 
tucky State Fair, and with paid ad- 
missions of 25,000 to 40,000 a day, 
local houses had tough sledding. 
Cattle and other exhibits at the 
Fairgrounds showed no effect from 
the worst drought in history. There 
were about one-third more entries 
in all fields than ever before. 
Louisville spells Heaven to 
Mancke and his “Hollywood Show- 
boat.” He never before docked 
anywhere for over four weeks and 
then mostly for repairs. Now in his 
20th week here and fills a majority 
of his 700 seats at every perform- 


ance. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Alamo (4th Ave.) (1,100; 15-25- 
40)—“Man Trouble” (Fox). Com- 
fortable at $4,900. 

Brown (Brown) (1,509; 15-25-40) 
—‘Dixiana” (Radio). Entertaining 
but slow. $4,750. 

Mary Anderson (R-K-O) (1,387; 


30-50)—“Sea God” (Par). Fair 
film. Average, $3,900. 

Rialto (R-K-O) (2,940; 30-50)— 
“Animal Crackers” (Par). Marx 


Brothers real draw but this one too 
similar to “Cocoanuts.” Rapid-fire 
cross-gagging had the customers in 
short pants. $5,400, good for this 
house, which hasn’t been able to 
draw since vaude discontinued. 

State (Loew) (3,252; 35-50)— 
“Dough Boys” (M-G). Although 
next to his “Cameraman” for 
laughs, Buster pulled only fairly 
well. $10,500. 

Strand (4th Ave.) (1,865; 35-50)— 
“Big Boy” (WB). All of his others 
have h. o., but Jolson couldn’t turn 
trick with this one. Little better 
than usual, $5,700. 

Hollywood Showboat (Mancke) 
(700; 25-50-75)—“‘Lena Rivers.” 
19th week and looks good indef- 
initely. Bill changed weekly. Vaude 
between acts. Boat now advertises 
in all local papers; got start here 
with old coupon gag with which 
and 25c. holder obtained 50c. seat. 
“Lena” did about $1,150 last week, 
plenty profitable with minimum 
overhead. 


‘CRACKERS,’ $25,600— 
H. 0. AT PALACE, CINCY 


Cincinnati, Sept.16. 
(Draw Pop. 700,000) 


Weather; Moderate 

Grosses of downtown last week 
were $95,600, about $1,000 over the 
previous week. 

In the R-K-O group the Marx 
Brothers film marked an advance of 
$6,700 at the Palece, the boost ove - 
coming the shrinking receipts of 
the Albee, Lyric and Cr: pitol. Strand 
also made a gain, $1,100. “Animal 
Crackers” is held over 2d week at 
the Palace, rarity for this theatre. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Albee (R-K-O) (3,300; 35-75)— 
“Lets Go Native.” Vaude; $27,200. 

Palace (R-K-O) (2,700; 30-50)— 
“Animal Crackers” $25,600, 
. Capitol (R-K-O) (2,000; 
“Follow Thru,” $15,600. 

Lyric (R-K-O) 1,400; 
“Moby Dick,” $13,000. 

Strand (R-K-O) (1,350; 
“Let Us Be Gay,” $6,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 
“What Men Want,” $4,700. 

Family (R-K-O) (1,140; 
“For Defense,” $3,800. 


Report it is to hold on until Novem- 
ber, Last week, $20,300. 

Winter Garden—‘Big Boy” (WB) 
(1,416; 35-85-$1). Al Jolson’s fifth 
and last for Warners debuted here 
week ago. First five days $12,500. 
Warners are thinking seriously of 
substituting it within the week with 


30-50)— 
30-50)— 
30-50)— 
30-50)— 
25-50)— 


NOTABLE EVENT 
An event in the crowded social 
calendar of the 1930 Newport sea- 
son was the dance given on August 


31 by Mrs. Muriel Vanderbilt 
Church. 

Noteworthy—a famous MEYER 
DAVIS ORCHESTRA furnished the 
music for this important affair. 
Another achievement for this 
world-renowned musical organiza- 


tion. 


Colman, Jack Oakie or 
McCormack, All Blah 
In New Orleans’ Eyes 


New Orleans, Sept. 16. 
Local film houses took it on the 
chin last week, with the Saenger 
registering its lowest of the year. 
“Let’s Go Native” and Jack Oakie 
mean little to these natives. Pic- 
ture did not quite reach $12,000, 
heavy red. 
Loew’s wasn’t very clicky either, 
although it led the local parade 
with $14,500. 
“Dixiana” was helped by the 
strongest supporting stage show in 
months and got $11,000. Supposed 
to be a story of New Orleans, 
around here they vainly waited for 
something remotely suggesting the 
town other than what purported to 
be a Mardi Gras scene. 
“Sea God” was pitifully in the 
doldrums at the Strand, around 
$3,000, little short of brutal, 
John McCormack in “Song o’ My 
Heart” had an awful session at the 
Tudor for $2,800. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Saenger (3,568; 65), “Let’s Go 
Native.” Worst week of year. 
House needs better stage entertain- 
ment; $11,800. 

Loew’s State (3,218; 60), “Raf- 
files.” Ronald Colman and old opus 
failed to draw, with State $2,000 


under normal; $14,500. 

Strand (1,800; 50), “Sea God.” 
Just one of those things. Lucky to 
get $3,000. 

Tudor (800; 50), “Song o® My 
Heart.” Apathetic returns; $2,800. 


Lasky’s Name Off 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Workmen have knocked off the 
“Famous-Lasky” from the sign out- 
side. the Paramount studio here. 
New sign will read “Paramount- 
Publix Corp.” 

This was the last remaining evi- 
dence of the Lasky name on studio 
billboards, 


Oriental $25,000 Behind 
$57,000 Last Wk.; Film Booking Jam 


MUSICIANS’ WALK OUT 
AFFECTED 2 HOUSES 


Montreal, Sept. 16. 
(Draw Pop., 600,900) 
Weather: dull 

Musicians walked out on the two 
combo houses, Loew's and Im- 
perial, Thursday night (11) on a 
quarrel with Famous-Players for 
refusing to Yenew contract at 
Capitel that expired Aug. 31. Loew’s 
had to run pictures picked up at 
the last minute, but Imperial acts 
got along fairly well without an 
orchestra, Gross for last two 
nights of week affected. 

Otherwise week was good. 

Palace topped at $17,000 on 
“Common Clay,’ much mauled by 
censors. Some fading at end of 
week, 

Capitol had one of its best recent 
weeks with “Let’s Go Native,” 
which collected around $15,000, a 
big difference as compared with the 
French shows it has been playing 
lately. 

Neighborhoods had better than 
average week, weather largely ac- 
counting. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 40-75) “Com- 
mon Clay” (Fox). Fine gross of 
$17,000 for this one in spite of cen- 
sors getting hooks into vital parts 
of film. Matinees good all week. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 40-75) “Let’s 
Go Native” (Par). Tilted to $15,000 
on much liked picture and good 
shorts. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-65) “Wild 
Company” (Fox). Another nice 
gross boost to’ $14,000. Would have 
been lot better but for musicians’ 
walk-out. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 35-55) 
“Hell's Island” (Col). Popular 
leads held up gross all week; $11,- 
000. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 35-60) 
“Midnight Mystery” (RKO). Picked 
up well on previous week at $10,000. 

Roxy (Ind) (600; 50) “Throw of 
Dice” (British). Hindu leads caught 
on here at $3,000, held 3d week. 


‘DAWN PATROL,’ TABOR, 
TOPPED TOWN, $15,000 


Denver, Sept. 16. 
(Draw. Pop. 400,000) 

Three holdovers in a month prove 
that if good pictures are on the 
screen crowds will go. 

With good exploitation “Dawn 
Patrol” gave Tabor its best gross 
in weeks and is held over. Opening 
of the Paramount across the street 
from the Denver relieved the open- 
ing day crushes at the latter. 

Estimates for the Week 

Tabor (Bennett) (2,200; 25-40- 
60). “Dawn Patrol” (FN). $15,000. 
Big. Good stage show helped. 

Denver (Publix), (2,300; 25-40- 
65). “Way Out West” (Par). West- 
erns do not pull big here. $14,500. 

Aladdin (Huffman), (1,500; 35-50- 
75). “Song of My Heart” (Fox). 
Very good for 2d week, as house 
does not open until 2 p. m. $7,500. 

Paramount (Publix), (2,000; 25- 
35-50). “Anybody’s Woman” (Par). 
2d week this house has been open. 
Lots of exploitation for first stanza, 
but not so heavy the second. $7,000. 

America (Huffman), (1,500; 20-30- 


40). “Sailor Behave” (WB). At 
Huffman’s Aladdin, so $4,000 is 
good. 


Rialto (Publix), (1,040; 25-35-50). 
“Queen High” (Par). Gross down to 
$3,000. 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 16. 
(Draw Pop, 400,000) 


Publix picked high-gear exploita- 
tion gag with Saturday a. m. free 
dance lessons for kids. Stunt cost 
practically nothing and sold 300 
ducats before 1 p. m. first week, 
Local pro teacher puts ’em through 
the paces in return for heavy ex- 
ploitation. Coney Holmes, Para- 
mount mer., thunk it up. 

Two holdovers last week, “Song 
of My Heart,” at U. A., registering 
and doing profitable 2d week’s biz. 
Publix Rialto also held “Anybody’s 
Woman.” 

First indoor golf started. Looks 
like others may come later. Latest 
racket of the Nincompoop Niblick- 
ers ars the driving practice lots. 
One close in downtown has a cov- 
ered veranda. From there fans can 
drive 200 yards. A bucket of balls 
and stay out of the rain. 

Femmes like it. That puts s. a. 


of surviving for few more weeks. 


“The Office Wife.” 


into the golf racket. Femme fum- 


Theatre's Free Dancing for Kids 


bling on the big courses is dyna- 
mite; on the cutie links it’s cute, 


Estimates for Last Week 


Broadway (Fox) (2,000; 25-60)— 
“Dough Boys” (M-G-M). Comedy 
registered. “Green Devils” stage 
show hit. $12,500; fair. 


Paramount (Publix) (3,500; 
50)—“‘Let’s Go Native” (Par). 
exploitation, registered fair. 
stage show. $15,200. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,000; 25-60) 
—‘“Leathernecking” (Radio). Pro- 
gram film got by: Good vaude 
helped lot. $10,900. 

United Artists (Parker-Fox) (1,- 
200; 25-60). 2a week of “Song of 
My Heart” (Fox). Held up. $7,000; 
good. 

Rialto (Publix) (2,000; 25-50). 2a 
week “Anybody’s Woman” (Par). 
$6,200; strong. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
50)—“Office Wife” (WB). Registered 


25- 
Good 
Publix 


only fair; $6,700. 


Chicago, Sept. 26, 

At the present time the loop 
houses are badly jammed for play 
dates with Chicago weeks or months 
behind the rest of the country on 
releases. Exchanges are yelping anq 
the outlying houses must wait the 
convenience of the big parlors. 

Five and six week habits of the 
Roosevelt and McVickers, not to 
mention the three weeks regularly 
tossed off at the Woods, and even 
the month’s sojourn of films at the 
small Castle, is an easy explana- 
tion why the booking tension hag 
grown so taut. 

The Castle, not previously in- 
cluded in “Variety’s” chart, is heres 
with listed for first time. 

Last week the Chicago got $57,000 
with “Romance.” At this figure it 
led the runner-up Oriental by $25,. 
000, that house doing only fairly 
with the holdover “Anybody’s 
Woman,” 


After a big start at the United 
Artists, “Follow Thru” dived at the 
close, finishing with a disappoint- 
ing $21,500 for the first week. At 
this pace will last only one more 
week, with “What a Widow” re- 
placing. 

Another picture due to leave after 
two weeks is “Anybody’s War,” go- 
ing tomorrow (17), with “Journey's 
End” coming in. The war flicker 
was slated for a Publix-B. & K, 
pop showing early in the summer, 
but was shoved about from house 
to house, 

“Dixiana” scrammed at _ the 
Woods after a fortnight, “Animal 
Crackers” out of McVickers after 
three weeks in spite of good grosses, 
“Spoilers” in and off big. 

The two R-K-O vaude houses had 
better than fair weeks. Palace 
came back as the better grosser, 
with both flicker, “Escape,” and 
vaude getting oke notices. 


The small Orpheum tried a first 


run with “Dancing Sweeties” and 
was satisfied. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Castle (Beck) (299; 35-50-60)— 
“Bride of Regiment” (FN). 3d 
week at this tiny house. Castle 
going along to excellent trade, 


mainly because of “adults only” 
ruling from censor board. Depends 
largely on freak and sexy product, 
only sort that will bring ‘em in, 
Afternoon trade gets a break from 
shopper drop-ins. $6,300. 

Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000;; 
50-75-85) —“Romance” (Metro). 
Stage show. Good figures at $57,000, 
Far in the loop lead. 

McVickers (Publix-B. & K.) (le 
865; 50-75-85)—‘“Spoilers” (Par). 
Opened in midweek, and hit a fast 
clip, grabbing $10,500 for the first 
two days. “Animal Crackers” got 
$10,000 for final five days. 

Monroe (Fox) (1,000; 25-40j— 
“Unholy Three” (Metro). 2d loop 
run for this Chaney, but picked up 
this house almost a grand to a neat 
$4,500. Booked in following star's 
death. 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) (3,200; 
50-75-85) —* Anybody’s Woman” 
(Par). Stage show. Holdover from 
the Chicago where it cleaned up. 
Around $32,000. 

Orpheum (Warner) (799; 35-50)— 
“Dancing Sweeties” (WB). This 
time the house gets a first run, but 
nothing exciting at $4,400. 

Palace (R-K-O) (2,300; 50-75-85) 
—“Escape” (Radio). Vaude. Eng- 
lish made picture drew nice come 
ments from the reviewers. Stage 
had Frances Williams as headliner 
Dropped a couple of grand to $19, 
000. F 
Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.) (1. 
500; 50-75-85)—“Anybody’s War* 
(Par). For the first week, better 
than expected at $26,000. But show- 
ing signs of slump, to be yanked 
tomorrow (17) for “Journey's End 
(Tiff), which had a fair roadshows 
ing at the legit Garrick last sume 
mer. 


State-Lake (R-K-O) (2,700; 35 
50-75)—“She’s My Weakness 
(Radio). Vaude. Fell behind thé 


Palace by just half a grand, taking 
fair $18,500. Both musicians and 
stage hands now have their no- 
tices, with house about set to switeh 
to straight pictures. 

United Artists (Publix-UA)—‘Fol+ 
low Thru” (Par). Rogers and Care 
roll are local screen magnets, but 
after a fine start this flicker dived 
to $21,500. One more week at this 
rate, “What a Widow” (UA) coming 
in Friday (19). “Follow Te 
stage show had a smash 24-wee 
run at the Apollo last winter. _ 

Woods (R-K-O) (1,200; 50-75-85) 
—“Dixiana” (Radio). Another md 
sical that dropped quickly. Dee 
to $11,000 for second and final wee*- 
“Leathernecking” (Radio), sem 
musical, now current. 


Jack Leo’s Return 


Jack Leo, who had gone oven 
for an indef stay and finally Jan 


in Berlin, is headed for New York. 


He heard from William Fe*- 


BRE 
i 
|| 
| | 
d 
— ( 
h 
h 
b 
ae | ; 
| | 2: 
| 
4 
ir 
| | | 
| 
| | | 
| ir 
| | a 
| | | 
U 
| n 
| | | | 
i | | 
| si 
| | | 
| Ww 
» $ 
4 
h 
| | f 
4 nt 
| 
| 
i Sat. A.M. Brought ‘Em In at Ptld 
Sal. AL. Drought Em in at Ftid. 
G 
| | tr 
| : 
| ul 
if | u 
th 
$1 
Wwe 
— a 
| - 
Ww 


> loop 
r play 
nonths 
try on 
lg and 
iit the 


of the 
not to 
‘ularly 
i even 
at the 
plana- 
n has 


ly in- 
heree 


557,000 
it 
y $25,- 

fairly 
body’s 


United 
at the 
point. 
k. At 


rosses, 


es had 
Palace 
rosser, 
and 


a first 


and 


k 
-60)— 
¥ 3d 
Castle 
trade, 
only” 
»pends 
‘oduct, 
in, 
from 


(4,000; 
Aetro)e 
57,000, 


(Par). 
a fast 
e first 
got 


-40)— 
1 loop 
ced up 
a neat 
star's 


(3,200; 
yman” 
r from 
od up. 


-50)— 
This 
n, but 


75-85) 
come 

Stage 
dliner. 

9 $19,- 


.) Che 

War" 
better 
show- 
ranked 
End*® 
ishowe 

sume 


0; 35- 
cness” 
nd the 
taking 
is and 
ir no- 
switch 


Wednesday, September 17, 1930 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 9 


Without Pit Music Baltimore 
Talkers Must Stand by Themselves 


Baltimore, Sept. 16. 
(Draw Pop. 850,000) 
Weather; Fair 
stiff competition with all first- 
runners open. With all music 
canned and stage shows past his- 
tory, it’s up to the picture to de- 
now. 
competition furnished 
by 4 couple of night-time big 
Jeague exhib games, but the houses 
were each other's biggest competi- 


rs. 
terroliday” at the Rivoli outstand- 
ing and knockout. “Common Clay” 
at New for 3d week, continued big. 
“Animal Crackers” day-and-dating 
at Parkway and Valencia for con- 
tinued run, again delivered. “Fol- 
low Thru” at the Century pretty 
good only, and “Sea God” at the 
Stanley was below par for this the- 
atre. Keith’s satisfactory with 
“Let’s Go Native,” but “Moby Dick” 
just pretty good at the Auditorium. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Century (Loew), “Follow Thru” 
(3,200; 25-60). Perhaps followed 
too closely other musical “Good 
News.” Not bad. Lots of stage 
show weeks in the old days grossed 
less. With greatly reduced over- 
head satisfactory; $18,500. 

Stanley (Loew), “Sea God” (3,500; 
95-60). Possibilities of this one not 
fully realized. South Sea thriller 
hardly flapper food. Not so forte 
at $14,000. 

Valencia (Loew), “Animal Crack- 
ers” (1,500; 25-35). Satisfactory at 
this elevator house, Not smash hit, 
but okay at $3,000. 

Parkway (Loew), “Animal Crack- 
ers” (1,000; 25-35). Day-and-dated 
with downtown Valencia, and, as 
usual, ran ahead. Good at $4,000. 

Rivoli (Wilson), “Holiday” (2,000; 
25-60). Outstanding film of week. 
Critical raves and class draw. Cool- 
ing system and competes with other 
first-runners. Matinees, account of 
remoteness from shopping stem, 
still question. No problem last 
week, however. Got off to big 
opening and did biggest Friday biz 
in history of house. Way over at 
$12.000. 

New (M. Mechanic), 
Clay” (1,300; 25-50). Third week. 
Still profitable, although some 
easing up due to run. Longest run 
in this house since “Four Sons,” 
and highly satisfactory; $10,000. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers), “Let’s Go 
Native” (2,500; 25-50). Got off to 
great stare. Oakie fav here now. 
Up against weather and competi- 
lion. Satisfactory at $9,000. 

Auditorium (Schanbergers),“Moby 
Dick” (15,000; 25-$1). Mixed 
notices. Perhaps extended run of 
silent version took edge off. Pretty 
good at $6,000. 

Hippodrome (Pearce & Scheck), 
“Ladies Must Play” and tab mu- 
sical (2,200; 25-50). Running into 
competition of reopened Palace 
with tab troupe; $6,500. 


$16,500 GOOD FOR NEW 
RK-O DETROIT FACES 


Detroit, Sept. 16. 

Anniversary Week at the Michi 
gan with big stage show and “Office 
Wife,” didn’t mean a thing. Per- 
haps due to economy on advertising. 
Using only usual amount of space 
failed to sell the Gala idea. 

- R-K-O Downtown did well with 
“Little Accident.” “Animal Crack- 
ers” for 4th week, 

Cooler, weather helped all over 
town. School opening hurting 
Matinees, 

_ Estimates for Last Week 

Michigan—“Office Wife (4,045; 35- 
50-75). Fair gross despite Anniver- 
Sary bally. $44,500. 

Fox—‘On Your Back” (Fox) (5,- 
100; 15-25-50). Failed to crash 
through. Light at $34,000. 
_Fisher—“Bad Man” (2,300; 35-50- 
%5). Good at this house since chang- 
img over to three-a-day. Picture 
liked. $20,200, 

R-K-O Downtown—“Little Acci- 
Sn (U) (2,700; 15-25-50). New 
note as patrons. Never in house 
zee. Carriage trade noticeable. 
8ross for low scale but far 
rom capacity. $16,500. 
cpanited Artists — “Follow Thru” 
ar) (3,000; 35-50-75-90). Picture 
eld over for £4 week, but 3d week 
unlikely, $17,900. 
(pe 2ramount—“Animal Crackers” 
ar) (3,000; 35-50-75). Holding 
3 Well enough for 4th week. Very 
tisfactory. First picture to do 
since “All Quiet” last spring. 
35 tate—“Moby Dick” (WB) (3,000; 
John Barrymore and 
liked version of “Sea Beast’ not 
well as silent version. Two 
©Ks plenty. $7,800 for 6 days. 
a son—“Common Clay” (Fox) 
i 35-50-65). Played previously 
opposition Fox at 50c top. Should 
termi veen played here hot after 
wee nation of Fox run but three 
aor + elapsed. Did enough to war- 

ooking, but not what picture 

$8,600. 


Was entitled to, 


“Common 


JOLSON’S HOME TOWN 
$11,000-BAD FOR ‘BOY’ 


Washington, Sept. 16. 
(Draw. Pop., 450,000) 
Weather: Fair 

Most everything went to the Pal- 
ace last week where Novarro in 
“Call of the Flesh” and the m. c., 
Wesley Eddy had the town fighting 
to get in. Would have done more 
but length of show hurt the turn- 
over. 

Loew also got the breaks with 
“Romance” at the Columbia. Did 
enough on its 2d week to justify 
current third, which 3d didn’t start 
off so well. 

Fox couldn’t quite make them 
forget George O’Brien’s “Rough Ro- 
mance” of several weeks ago when 
trying to sell that outdoor star’s 
“Last of the Duanes.” Intake bet- 
ter on latter, however. 

One surprise was “Office Wife” at 
the Earle. Got $3,000 more than 
usual for house. _ 

“Big Boy” light at Met. 
(M-G) (1,232; 35-50). 
home town, too. 

U's Rialto reopens 19 with “Little 
Accident.” 


Estimates for Last Week 


Columbia (Loew) — “Romance” 
week; $10,000. 

Earle (Warner)—"“Office Wife” 
(F. N.) (2,244; 35-50). Surprise at 
$15,500. 

Fox (Fox)—‘“Last of Duanes” 
(Fox) stage show (3,434) (15-25-35- 
60). Near $24,500. 

Currently, ‘“Anybody’s Woman,” 
first Par to play this house. Open- 
ing bie. 

Met (Warner)—“Big Boy” (W. B.) 
(1,585; 35-50). Disappointment at 
$11,000 and out. 

Palace (Loew)—“Call of Flesh” 
(M-G) stage show with return of 
Wesley Eddy, m. c. (2,363; 25-35- 
50-60-70). Gross held down by 
length of feature and stage; $25,000. 

R-K-O (Keith’s)—"“Monte Carlo” 
(Par) (1,875; 35-50). Trifle above 
average; $11,000. 


‘ALL QUIET’ AND ‘SAP’ 
TURN OVER IN IND. 


(Draw pop, 450,000) 
Weather, good 
Indianapolis, Sept. 16. 
Interest lacking last week. ‘“‘West- 
ern Front” held 2d week at Circle 
but jerked two days early to give 
“Animal Crackers” start. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Indiana (Publix)—(3,133; 35-50- 
65) “Anybody’s Woman” (Par). Fair 
at $23,100. 

Circle (Publix)—(2,500, 25-40-50) 
“Western Front” (U). Too morbid 
for Hoosiers. Only $16,600. Jerked 
Wednesday of second week for 
“Animal Crackers.” 

Ohio (Publix) —(1,400; 
“Sap From Syracuse” (Par). 
only $2,100. 

Palace (Loew’s)—(2,800; 25-35- 
50) “Good News” (M-G-M). Held 
up to $16,000. Extra exploitation 
helped. 

Apollo (4th Ave.)—(1,100; 25-35- 
50) “Big Boy” (WB).” Not so hot. 
$5,900. Back to Saturday opening 
again. 

Lyric (4th 
50) “Man Trouble” 
$10,000. 


Jolson’s 
Good 2d 


25-35) 
Off, 


25-35- 
Good at 


Ave.)— (2,000; 
(Tox). 


HARRY KAHNE 


Los Angeles “Record,” Aug. 29, 
said: 

“Harry Kahne is by far the great- 
est mentalist of all times. With 
his writing upside down, etc., he 
captures the evening. Kahne has 
greatly improved his mental feats 
since last seen on the Orpheum 
stage.” 

Now headlining Fanchon ane 
Marco’s “Rhythm-a-tic Idea.” 


Par in Prov With $15,500 
Led Town; ‘Duanes’ With 
Vaude Needed the Help 


Providence, Sept. 16. 
(Draw Pop, 315,000) 
Weather: favorable 


Big week for most theatres. Good 
bills and weather. Loew’s State, 
Majestic and Paramount led. 


Estimates for Last Week 
Paramount (2,200; 15-50)—‘“‘Any- 


body’s Woman” (Par). Excellent 
at $15,500. 

Loew’s State (3,500; 15-50)— 
“Good News” (M-G-M). Shorts. 
Good at $18,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
“Song o' My Heart” (Fox). Brisk 


all week. Town has big Irish pop- 
ulation, $14,500 sgeported. Very 
good. 

R-K-O Albee (2,500; 15-50)— 
“Dixiana” (Radio). Feature heavily 
plugged. Reported $14,000. Best 
house has had _ since “Western 
Front” some weeks ago. 

R-K-O Victory (1,600; 15-50)— 
“Little Accident” (W). Gave house 
first break in weeks. $10,000. Be- 
tween $3,000 and $4,000 higher than 
average for last month or so. 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-50)—“Last of 
Duanes” (Fox). Vaude pulled show 
through. $8,000. 


‘ANYBODY’S WAR’ OFF IN 
TACOMA AT $3,100, LOW 


Tacoma, Sept. 16. 
(Draw. Pop., 125,000) 
Weather, Okay 
Hokum in “Common Clay” caught 
on. Broadway had another good 
week, 


Estimates for Last Week 


Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 25-60)— 
“Common Clay” (Fox), F. & M. 
stage show. $8,500. 

Orpheum-R-K-O (1,500; 25-50)— 
“Top Speed” and “Scarlet Pages.” 
Split week. Fair. $4,100. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 
50)—“‘Raffles” (UA). $4,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,200; 25-35-50)— 
“Anybody’s War” (Par). Not so 


good; $3,100. 


Freaked-up Newman's Lobby for 


Kansas City, Sept. 16. 

Lobby of the Newman looked like 
the entrance to a dime museum last 
week, with huge cut-outs of the 
Marx Brothers and wild animals all 
over the place, but it drew atten- 
tion. That's what counts. House 
had four imitators of the brothers 
parading the streets. 


Mainstreet went business 


after 


with a fast-moving gang picture, 
“Outside the Law,’ and a stage 
show. 


Starting of school and thousands 
of young folks leaving for their col- 
leges caused a noticeable slump. 
This town is still not so large such 
things are not noticed. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Newman—“‘Animal Crackers” 
(Par) (1,890; 25-35-50-60). Word 
spread this was the one to see. Sent 


to Royal to continue. $23,200. 


Mainstreet — “Outside Law” (U) 
(3,200; 25-35-50-60). Three-cornered 
affair, with Bennie Rubin and Viola 
Dana in the stage show given equal 
billing. Picture not so strong, but 
drew complimentary notices. $19,- 
200. 

Loew's Midland — “The Bad One” 
(UW. A.) (4,000; 25-40). Dolores Del 
Rio's first talker, and not so much. 
Shorts. Just another week. $10,- 
300. 

Royal—‘“‘Song My Heart” (840; 
25-40-50). They cut “Man from 
Wyoming” short a night to give this 
one a good start with an extra pre- 
view, and it did the trick. McCor- 


mack fans greatly in evidence. 
$6,200. 

Pantages—“Top Speed” (2,200; 
25-50). Good in picture and FF. & M. 
unit. “Hollywood Collegians,” Com- 


‘Vallee’s Bklyn Return 


“Crackers’— Way Up with $23,200 


bo, draws ‘em here, - $3,100. 


‘Gay’ May Break Loew's State's High : 


Of $43,000 in L. A—Newsreel's Flop; 
‘Golden West’ and ‘Widow Open 0. K. 


‘MAN TROUBLE’ FAIR IN 
SEATTLE, $14,500 


Seattle, Sept. 16. 
(Draw. Pop., 450,000) 
Weather, Cooler 

School starting and felks moving 
back to town; weather too chilly 
for beach parties; night draw of 
baby golf links off and amusement 
park lighter, this to close soon for 
the season. Reaction favorable to 
theatres. 

This is last week for Metropoli- 
tan picture shows, local legit run 
for some months by. Publix to use 
up surplus Paramount and U. A. 
product. Hard to get picture fans 
to go to house associated in mind 
as legit. 

Biz off, except in a few spots 
where star had to draw. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Paramount (Pub) (3,106; 25-60)— 
“Anybody’s Woman” (Par). Stage 
show oke. Good week. $15,100. 

5th Ave. (Fox) (2,500; 25-60)— 
“Man Trouble” (Fox). Fair; $14,500. 

Fox (Fox) (2,500; 25-60)—“Song 
o’ My Heart” (Fox). $15,200. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
50)—“Big Boy” (WB). Jolson bet- 
ter than in his recent ones, Good. 
$5,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 
50)—“Office Wife’ (WB), 2d week. 
Good. Caused talk. $5,000. 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) (2,- 
000; 15-25-35) —“Shooting Straight” 
(Rad). $6,200. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-50)— 
“Last of Duanes” (Fox). Not so 
hot. $3,000. 

Met (Pub) (1,200; 25-69)—‘‘Sea 
God” (Par). House folding. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,700; 25-60) 
—‘Leathernecking” (Rad). Heavy 
advertising: Vaude up and up. 
Good week. $14,700. 


Scale and Grosses Are 
Down in St. Louis with 
No Stage Show Costs 


St. Louis, Sept. 16. 
(Draw Pop, 1,000,000) 
Weather: Cool 

Straight films continue here with 
reduced admission. So far houses 
unhurt by the new policy brought 
about by failure of musicians and 
owners to agree. St. Louis is looked 
upon as a vaude and picture house. 
It is against the demanded increase 
of its orchestra to 20 men. 

No question of unionism or non- 
unionism involved in the present 
contréversy. No non-union musi- 
cians will be employed by the the- 
atres. 

Ed Lowry will be m. c. at 1 War- 
ner theatre in Philadelphia. Wally 
Vernon will go to Pittsburgh until 
the new Warner-Skouras house in 
Oklahoma City is ready for stage 
shows. 

If the theatre managers stick to- 
gether and unlsss the musicians re- 
cede from their pos?tions, St. Louis 
probably will be without stage 
shows all winter. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Ambassador (3,000; 25-40-60)— 
“Top Speed.” $16,400. 

Fox (6,000; 25-40)—“Last of 
Duanes”; western. 

Loew’s State (3,300; 25-40)—“Way 


Out West.” $14,700. 
Missouri (3,800; 25-50) —“Any- 
body’s War.” $15,600. 


St. Louis (4,280; 
$17,890. 


25-50)—“‘Danger 


Got Par $50,300; Good 


srooklyn, N. Y., Sept. 16. 

Coney Island's Mardi Gras may 
have been one reason why the folks 
didn’t go to the theatres last week. 
Nearly a half million at the sea- 
shore each n° ‘it. 

Albee did nicely with “Holiday” 
and good vaude. Paramount had 
fair week with “The Sea God” and 
Rudy Vallee back from his tour. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Paramount—‘“Sea God” (Par) 
(4,000; 35-50-75). Picture unimpor- 
tant. Biggest event return of Rudy 
Vallee $50,300, okay for Coney’s 
Mardi Gras week. 

Strand—“3 Faces 
25-35-50-60-75). Good picture, well 
received. Held over. $18,200. 

Fox—‘‘Man Trouble” (Fox) (4,000; 
15-25-50). 2d anniversary for good 


East” (2,800; 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 
(Draw pop, 1,500,000) 
Weather, Fair and Cool 

Norma Shearer is ripping up the 
town but at the State this time in- 
stead of the Criterfon. “Let Us Be 
Gay” opened with a rush and will 
easily skip past $40,000 for a pos- 
sible new house record, which $3,000 
more will insure. Theatre is. open- 
ing at 9 a. m. and running the fea- 
ture 10 times daily, while the Fan- 
chon-Marco unit is repeating six 
times. 

Picture will not hold over. It 
moves to the Pantages and the 
Boulevard for its second run. May 
play both of these houses day and 
date, which the houses are now 
doing with “Blushing Brides.” Looks 
as if latter house will do better 
with it at around $6,000, while the 
Pan does not shape up as netting 
over $15,500, average. 

“Hell's Angels” leaves the Chi- 
nese Sept. 27, giving it 18 weeks, 
At around $12,000 it did $3,500 over 
the previous week, the extra money 
going into a radio stage act invest- 
ment, Hill Billies. 

No apparent reason for holding 
over “Rain or Shine” at the Or- 
pheum, but the order was put 
through and the result will be 
lucky if $9,0C0. 

“All Quiet” was just that on 3d 
week at $7,000, while “Let’s Go Na- 
tive” will better $25,000 at the Para- 
mount. 

; “Girl of Golden West” had a scin- 
tillating opening week-end at Ware 
ners’ Hollywood, doing $9,500 Sat- 
urday and Sunday. 

Fox West Coast has decided L. A. 
is no place for a newsreel theatre, 
so the place retains its former title, 
President, and displays tomorrow 
(17) the synchronized version of 
“The Birth of a Nation.” 


Estimates for Last Week 

Boulevard (Fox) — “Blushing 
Brides.” (Metro) (2,164; 25-50). 
House on throes of policy change, 
nevertheless picked up during past 
few weeks, With Crawford film 
promises near $6,000. 

Carthay Circle (Fox)—“Holiday” 
(Pathe) (1,500; 75-$1.50) (6th wk.). 


Still siaacking them smartly. And 
$14,000 is smiling. 
Chinese (Fox)—“Hell’s Angels” 


(Caddo) (2,028; 50-$1.50) (16th wk.). 
Inserted local male radio troupe and 
receipts jumped just about what 
house paying special attraction. 
$12,000, and out Sept. 27 after 18 
weekg, 

Criterion (Fox)—“All Quiet” (U) 
(1,600; 25-75) (3d wk.). Slowly 
dwindling and could leave now but 
“Madam Satan” not due until Sept, 
24. $7,500. f 

Egyptian (UA-Fox)—“For Dee 
fense” (Par) (1,800; 20-65). Quit- 
ting lethargy and $7,500 won't be 
bad for this. 

State (Loew-Fox)—“Let Us Be 
Gay” (Metro) (2,024; 25-$1). 
rent town panic with doors open at 
nine, feature doing 10 projections 
daily and stage shows six; seems 
sure of reaching $43,000, with $8,000 
Saturday, including a midnight 
show, record for any house. 

Orpheum—“Rain or Shine” (Co- 
lumbia) (2,270; 50-75) (ist wk.), 
Nobody knows why this picture held 
over. Doubtful of reaching $9,000 
2d week. 

Pantages (Ifox)—“‘ Blushing 
jrides” (Metro) (2,700; 20, 40, 65, 
90). Surprise it is drawing only ave 


erage. Will be around $15,500. 
Paramount (Publix)—‘“Let’s 
Native” (Par) (3,595; 25-75). Pe- 


culiar booking in sending this farce 
right in behind two weeks of “Ani- 
mal Crackers.” House figuring as 
long as public started visiting, had 
better keep up this type of farce. 
Should better $25,000. 

R-K-O—‘“Last of Lone Wolf” 
(Columbia) (2,950; 30-65). Not pare 
ticularly strong at $12,200, but fair, 

United Artists (Pub-UA)—“What 
a Widow” (UA) (2,100; 25-$1) (2d, 
final, wk.). Getting away to a good 
start and another which probably 
will drive past $25,000. 

Downtown (WB) — “Bad Man” 
(FN) (1,800; 50-75) (ist wk.). At 
$23,000 no squawks, with campaign 
Starting already for “Office Wife,” 
opening Friday (19). 

Hollywood (WE)—“Old English” 
(WB) (2,756; 25-75) (2d, final, wk.). 
Arliss finished to $16,500. Not bad, 
“Trail of Golden West” strong opene 
ing Saturday and Sunday, getting 
$9,500. 

News Reel .(former President) 


publicity. Long stage show. $29,300. 


Met—‘“Blushing Brides” (3,577; 
35-40-50-75). Vaude. $28,000. 

Albee—‘‘Holiday” (3,240; 35-50- 
60-75). Vaude, $25,900, ' 


morrow (17) night, 


(Fox-Principal) (1,000; 10-25). Nae 
tives won't go for newsreel stuff 
alone, so sounded version of the 
‘Birth of a Nation” opens here toe 
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10 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, September 17, 1930 


‘Woman.’ $30,000—Faces, $11,500— 
‘Crackers’ H. 0. id Wk., Minneapolis 


{ Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 
(Draw. Pop., 500,000) 
Weather: Favorable 

Prosperity continues in evidence. 
Grosses last week again belied de- 
pression. Looks very much as 
though good pictures are the solu- 
tion of show business in this burg 
after all. Last week loop houses 
were fortified with winners all along 
the line. Pleasant, cool weather 
didn’t hurt. 

Two of the pictures, “Anybody’s 
Woman” and “Three Faces East,” 
drew pannings from the critics, but 
were splendid cards just the same 
and gave the Minnesota and State, 
respectively, corking big weeks. 

“Dixiana,” at the Orpheum, also 
a draw. After a record-breaking 
first week, “Animal Crackers” did 
so well in its 24 at the Century it 
was retained for a third, the only 
picture, excepting ““Western Front,” 
to accomplish a three-weeks run 
here in a long time. 

Estimates for Last Week 

: Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— 
“Anybody’s Woman” (Par), and 
Horace Heidt’s Californians. Sen- 
sational title resulted in bigger 
Saturday and Sunday business than 
that chalked up by Will Rogers in 
person recently. Picture, which 
failed to win patrons’ favor, how- 
ever, did not keep up this speedy 
clip. Drew better than normal trade 
during balance of week. Heidt’s 
Californians, furnishing sole stage 
entertainment in place of usual unit 
show, made hit. $30,000. One of 
biggest weeks house has had in a 
year, except on occasions when it 
boasted some strong added name 
attraction, 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 75)— 
“Animal Crackers” (Par). 2d week 
of laugh riot $11,000—better than 
average first week biz for house— 
after record-breaking $19,000 for 
initial seven days. Held over for 
3d° week. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 60)—‘“Three 
Faces East” (W. B.). Constance 
Bennett considerable factor in lur- 
ing customers. Audience comment 
favorable. One of best weeks in 
months despite critics’ raps. $11,500. 

R-K-O Orpheum (2,890; 50)— 
*“Dixiana”’ (Radio). Vaude. Pic- 
ture. demonstrated draw power. 
Heavy advance exploitation piqued 
public’s curiosity. Screen musical 
comedies usually not so forte here, 
but this one exception. $14,500. 
Good. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 40)—‘‘Man 
from Blankley’s” (W. B.). Appar- 
ently not sort of stuff fans want. 
Complete box office flop. $2,000. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 35)—‘“On 
Your Back” (Fox). Above theatre's 
average in quality. Pleased excep- 
tionally well. $2,100. Good. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)— 
“Western Front” (U). Loop run. 
$4,500. Immense. One of biggest 
weeks ever. 


‘HELL’S ANGELS’ BEATS 
. 1ST HUB WEEK, $18,000 


Boston, Sept. 16. 
(Draw Pop. 850,000) 
Weather ; Warm 
Loew's State with “Good News” 
had one of tue best weeks of the 
summer. Publix Met. led the town 
as usual. 
Two Radio houses did only fairly. 
Other houses figure in the pic- 
ture news this week. “Song o’ My 
Heart” has been drawing them in 
at the Olympia and Uptown, both 
Publix theatres the feature same 
bill each week. Good at both. 
“Hell's Angels” at $2 got $18,000, 
above ist week and very good. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Met (Publix) (4,380; 50-75). 
“Anybody’s Woman.” (Par.) 
$49,800. 

Keith-Memorial (4,000; 35-50-60). 
“Dixiana.” (R-K-O). $17,600. 

Keith - Alkee (3,000; 50-60). 
“Ladies Must Play.” (Col). $12,400. 

Loew’s State (4,000; 30-40-50). 
“Good News.” (M-G-M). $14,400. 

Olympia (Publix) (2,400; 35-60). 
“Song My Heart.” $10,000. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,700; 30-60). 
“Song My Heart.” $7,000. 


“Spoilers” at Par Indef 


“The Spoilers,’- a remake, 
fnto the Paramount, New York, this 
week on the same indefinite run 
as-is policied for the Rialto and 
Rivoli. 

Reason’ given is that the picture 
is deserving of this consideration 
and that the Paramount is being 
used so as not to retard its general 
release, as would be the case if de- 
layed until another house is avail- 


able. 


goes” 


Zanft After Theatres? 


John Zanft and Arthur Klein are 
understood to be jointly inter- 
ested in taking over the DeKalb 
and Halsey theatres in Brooklyn 
from Thomas A. Clark. 

The houses have been dark for 
some time. Their present owner 
has had no desire to operate them, 
notwithstanding he reported 
worth $40,000,000, made in building 
school houses and other buildings. 


WARNERS TOLD TO GET 
HELP THAT IS NEEDED 


“There is to be no more overtime 
unless absolutely necessary,” was 
the order issued at the Warner home 
office by H. M. Warner, who also 
added, “Get as much help as 
needed.” 


These orders are reported given 
by H. M. Warner after reading “Va- 
riety’s” story last week that 150 
would walk out shortly unless there 
was a letup on overtime. Warner- 
ites complained that shortly after 
400 were dropped from the payroll, 
they were kept working overtime 
into all hours of the night with 
no increase in compensation. 


Colony Economy With No 


New York Instructions 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
With production very light and 
not much to exploit, Warners’ coast 
publicity staff probably will find it- 
self 50% smaller shortly. Warners 
is shaving it close as an economy 
measure, a Hollywood idea and not 
an order from New York. 
“Ex-Mistress” is the only picture 
now in production, with but one 
more scheduled between now and 
Jan. 1, 
Already out of the publicity sec- 
tion are Ollie Carter, Jr., and Peggy 
Duncan, both dropped Saturday. 


TWO U. A.’S OCT. 2 
United Atists will open two pic- 
tures on Broadway Oct, 1. Eddie 
Cantor’s “Whoopee” will go into the 


Rivoli, while Gloria Swanson wil! 
appear in “What a Widow” at the 
Rialto. 


Skouras-H. W. in Chi 
Chicago, Sept. 16. 
Spyros Skcuras and Harry War- 
ner are expected Wednesday to look 
over the Capito], Avalon and other 
Chicago Warner houses, 


JOHN C. 


Pathe Comedies are keeping pace 
as quality entertainment with the 
great Pathe features—the present 
sensations of the motion picture in- 
dustry—produced by E. B. Derr. 

Pathe Comedies are released one 
each week—for fifty-two weeks. 

Pathe Comedies, always leaders 
in the short field, played in more 
theatres last week than since in- 
stallation of sound. 

Pathe Comedies, foremost in qual- 
ity and quantity. 


NEW LOW AND HIGH 


Topeka Houses With Outdoor Op- 
position Last Week 


FLINN 


Topeka, Sept. 16. 

(Draw. Pop., 85,000) 
Ringling circus Monday and State 
Fair all week failed to hurt film 
business. New low record estab- 
lished at the Jayhawk and new high 
placed at Novelty. “Children of 
Pleasure” at Jayhawk blamed for 
the low mark there. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Novelty (1,200; 50) (Fox). “Let 
Us Be Gay” built up to new high, 
$3,100. 

Jayhawk (1,500; 50) (Fox). “Chil- 
dren of Pleasure” ist 3 days took 
nose dive for only 900; ‘“‘Way Out 
West” last half normal, but new 
low established for week, $2,800. 

Grand (1,400; 50) (Fox). “Com- 
mon Clay” enabled house to re- 
cover from previous week’s new 


low to about normal, $4,100. 


Tuxedo Film Premieres 
Chicago’s Swank Idea 


Chicago, Sept: 16. 

Soup and fish premieres are 
coming back. Punch and Judy, new 
ultra house, wiil open this way with 
seats going at $12. 

R-K-O, with “Africa Speaks,” into 
the Woods shortly, is going to in- 
sist on the open face outfits, with 
seats at $12.50 top for opening. 


Henry Hurr, Jr., Hurt 


Galveston, Sept. 16. 
Henry Hurr, jr., manager of the 
New Gulf, was seriously injured in 
an automobile accident Monday 
(15). The car in which he was rid- 
ing overturned on the highway. 


Kurr is at the Houston Hospital. 


Strike in Phila. Not Felt at Start 
Except by Earle—Fairly Good Wk. 


Philadelphia, 
Beginning of the Musicians’ 
Union’s strike last Friday did not 
seriously affect film business the 
last two days. The Mastbaum and 
Fox, two biggest houses specializ- 
ing in stage shows, had big at- 
tendance after all music and stage 
shows were cut cut. Only the Earle 
felt the effects at the end of the 
week. Otherwise, business was very 
good. 

Mastbaum, with “Three Faces 
East” as the feature and an ord- 
inary stage bill, got $45,000 last 
week. This was a drop of $6,000 
from the preceding six days, but 
considering Labor Day was figured 
in the latter, there was no com- 
plaint. 

Earle, despite the strike-produced 
slump at the end of the week, got 
$22,000 with “Sins of the Children” 
on the screen and “Raising the 
Roof” as the stage show. That was 
a fine figure, but the house did feel 
the beginning of the strike and will 
probably feel it even more this 
week. 

The Stanley got $16,500 for the 
second and last week of “The Bad 
Man,” disappointment here. Fox 
got $26,000 for “Song o’ My Heart.” 
Disappointing for a picture expect- 
ed to be a riot at pop prices. 

Boyd had a very good first week 
for “Moby Dick” at $25,000. This 


Sept. 16. 


film may be good for three weeks. 
Jolson’s picture just limped through 
two. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Mastbaum — (4,800; 35-50-75) 
“Three Faces East” (WB). Picture 
well liked; no stage show to help. 
$45,000, darned good. 

Stanley—(3,700; 35-50-75) “Bad 
Man” (list N). $16,500 in 2d and last 
week. “Dixiana” started big Sat- 
urday despite strike. 

Fox—(3,000; 40-50-75) “Song o’ 
My Heart” (Fox). Not so good on 
first popular priced showing as 
many expected. $26,000. Strike had 
no effect. 

Boyd—(2,400; 35-50-75) ‘“‘Moby 
Dick” (WB). 1st full week. $25,000, 
not sensational but best house has 
done in some time. 

Stanton—(1,700; 35-65) “Big 
House” (M-G-M, 8th week). Off 
decidedly but still strong enough 


for extra week. $9,000. 
Earle—(3,000; 35-65) “Sins of 
Children” (M-G-M). Picture well 


liked. $22,000 with usual stage bill 
on week ending Friday. Business 
off very sharply after strike started. 

Karlton—(1,000; 50) “Common 
Clay” (Fox). $5,500, fine for film 
that had played four weeks at Fox. 

Arcadia— (500; 50) “Grumpy) 
(Par). 1st Paramount picture got 
$5,000 or better and encouraged 


project. 


‘Good News’ Dropped Penn. Pishoh,, 
$13,000 Under Week Before, to $26,500 


G. T. P. Officers 


At General Talking Pictures Wil- 
liam Baxter, former New York head 
of the Chartered Bank of India, is 
treasurer, succeeding Joe Stark, 
brother-in-law of M. A. Schlessin- 
ger. 

Other officers are Robert Saun- 
ders, secretary; H.*w. Rogers, gen- 
eral manager, and Irving Lesser, 
director of sales. 

No vice-president has been chosen 
to succeed Pete Woodhull. 


FRISCO QUIET LAST. WK.; 
‘POUGHBOYS’ $38,000 


San Francisco, Sept. 16. 

General average of grosses at 
Market Street picture houses sat- 
isfactory but none outstanding. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Fox (5,000; 50-65-75-$1)—“‘Dough- 
boys” (Metro), Opened fair but 
didn’t work up to normal stride. 
In black at $38,000. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 50-65-90)— 
“Song My Heart” (Fox). 2d week 
tapered off normally and closed at 
around $15,000. Disappointment at 
figure. 

Paramount (Phblix) (2,698; 35- 
50-65-$1)—“Follow Thru” (Par). 
Good opening and held up, better- 
ing usual features of this calibre. 
$20¢.000. 

California (Publix) (2,200; 35-50- 
65-90)—"‘The Bad. Man” (UA). 
Just average. Profit in $18,000. 

St. Francie (Publix) (1,375; 35- 
50-90)—“‘Eyes of World” (UA). 
Opened light and balance.of week 


mediocre. $8,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 25-35- 
50)—“‘Africa Speaks” (Col.). “In- 


gagi’” may have punished this one. 
Indie special in this house few 
months back. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,485; 30- 
40-50-65)—“‘The Storm” (U.). Fea- 
ture and vaude hit about average. 
Slightly under past few weeks at 


$15,000. 

Embassy (Wagnon) (1,365; 50- 
65-90)—“‘Moby Dick” (WB). Big 
Saturday and Sunday play, built 


steadily to one of best grosses in 
n.onths. $14,006. 

Davies (Wagnon) (1,150; 35-50)— 
“Break Up” (Epic). Not so hot and 
failed to show life. $5,000. 


BOOTH MEN’S TEST UP 
FOR COURT HEARING 


Omaha, Sept. 16. 

District Court has issued a tem- 
porary restraining order against the 
recent. city ordinance requiring 
booth operators to attend city school 
and pass test before operating li- 
cense can be issued. 

Suit for injunction was filed by 
Howard Jackson. It is to be heard 
later. 


Grainger Returning 
Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 
Jimmie Grainger leaves here Sept. 
25. ,He will stop over at Chicago. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


John Flinn 
Sid Graum in 
Joe Schnitzer. 
Jules Levy. 
Clayton Sheehan. 
Herman Zohbel. 
Juanita Montenegro. 
Grant Cooke. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


J. R. Grainger 
Jesse L. Lasky 
Carl Laemmle 
Jack Ross 

Dave Bader 

J. K. MeGuiness 
Fifi Dorsay 
Edward G. Robinson 
Mary Duncan 
Joseph Urban. 

Hal Wallis. 

Louise Fazenda, 
Joe Frisco. 

Bernard Gorcey. 
Harold B. Franklin. 
Edgar Allan Woolf. 
J. G. Bachman. 

Lew Hearn. 

Olsen and Johnson. 
Ray Johnson. 
Elliott Nugent. 
Mervyn Leroy. 
Mr. and Mrs. 


Richard Barthel- 


4 mess. 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. 
(Draw. Pop., 1,000,000) 


Weather: Warm 
Week started off briskly here, 
with exception of “Song o’ My 


Heart” at Aldine. Strangely enough, 
it was this one picture that shot 
into high directly after opening to 
make the lone impressive showing, 
Others skidded badly after first 
couple of days, winding up weakly, 
“Good News,” despite favorable no. 
tices, sunk Penn to $26,500, or about 
13 grand less than previous week, 
Pretty conclusive screen musica] 
comedies are washed up here, even 
good ones. 

~ “Three Faces East” pretty anemie 
at Stanley at $21,000, and this de- 
spite word-of-mouth Constance 
Bennett, featured in billing, has 
been getting since “Common Clay.” 
Big disappointment was weak show- 
ing of “All Quiet’. at Warner at 
pop prices following eight-week $2 
run at Pitt last summer. War pic- 
ture barely eked out $12,500 for six 
days, way below expectation. Holds 
over anyway. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Aldine (Loew’s) (1,900; 25-50)~ 
“Song o’ My Heart” (Fox). Very 
nice at $13,500. Off to slow start 
but picked up quickly following 
rave notices. Gene Dennis on stage 
2d week and stays over for run of 
“Animal Crackers,” current. 

Enright (WB) (3,700; 15-25-35-40- 
60)—"On Your Back” (Fox). First of 
this company’s to play Enright, 
Only fair at $12,800, with stage 
rather than picture held responsible 
for that. 

Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-20-30-46) 
—‘“Squealer” (Col). Okay at $4,100 
at this site. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 
60-75)—“Good News” (Metro), 
Weak sister at $26,500, or $13,000 
under week before. 

Sheridan Sq. (Radio) (1,200; 15- 
25-50)—“‘Escape” (Radio) (English 
made). Panned but around average 
at $3,850. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-60) 
“All Quiet” (U) at pop prices after 
eight weeks at $2 at Pitt last sume 
mer, pretty disappointing at $12, 
500. Holds over, with “Scarlet 
Pages” to follow Friday. 


SHEA’S BUFFALO GOT 
$37,000—PRETTY BIG 


Buffalo, Sept. 16. 
(Draw pop, 500,000 
Weather, Warm 
Helen Kane in person at Shea's 
Buffalo brought gross close to the 
record figure. 
Buffalo operated as an offset to 
the other houses. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Buffalo (Publix)—(3,600; 30-406 
65) “Shooting Straight’ (Radio). 
Helen Kane in person. ‘“Varietrix” 


on stage. Top notch at $37,000. 
Hipp (Publix )—(2,400; 40-60) 
“Sweethearts and Wives” (FN). 
Vaude. Even show without distine 
guishing feature. $15,000. 
Century (Publix)—(3,400; 40-60) 


“Animal Crackers” (Par) (2d week). 
Dropped about $8,000 from first 
week’s figure but still, pretty good. 
$12,000. 

Great Lakes (Fox)—(3,400; 25¢ 
35-50) “Call of Flesh” (M-G-M). 
Found favor with Navarro fans but 
not much else. $14,000. 


Newark Slow Last Week; 
Proctor’s Best at $17,000 


Newark, N. J., Sept. 16. 
(Draw. Pop. 850,000) 
Weather Fair 
Proctor’s did the best proportione 
ately on the week. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Branford (WB) (2,350: 25-50-65). 


“Matrimonial Bed’ (WB), stage 
show. Pretty weak at $18,800. 

Capitol (WB), (1,200; 15-25-35- 
50). “Bright Lights” (FN). About 
as usual, $5,100. 

Loew’s State (2,800; 35-50-60). 
“Romance” (Metro). Over their 
heads. Vaude. $16,000. 

Mosque (WB), (3,281; 25-50-65). 


“Eyes of the World” (UA). Still in 
groove at $14,700. 
R-K-O Proctor’s (2,650; 25-50- 
60). “Little Accident” (U). Vaude. 
Good at $17,000. 


Jack Flinn’s Trip 


Jack Flinn is returning to the 
Pathe studio in Hollywood this 
week. Out there Flynn is in charée 
of production of all comedy shorts, 
with a schedule completed until De- 


cember. Most are two-reelers. 
Flinn came east about 10 par 
ago to replenish comedy agin 


and get a line on the very fav: 
sales possibilities his comedy 


horts 


have developed tor Patue. 
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PICTURES 


_ WARIETY 11 


THEN 


Moderate Transactions 
Leave Amusement Aver- 
age About Unchanged— 


Early Pressure Opens Few} 


New Low Spots on Move 
NEW TECHNICOLOR FLOP 


By AL GREASON 


Stock prices merely backed and 
filled yesterday in a repetition of the 
aimless dips and bulges of the past 
10 days. The amusement group 


showed a few new lows on the 
movement during the morning, but 
finished with the aggregate un- 
changed, smalt losses balancing 
small gains. 


Loew, for instance, broke 77 for 
first time, but .finished nearly un- 
changed. Paramount ended day 
even at 60%. 

Only notable move was break of 
Technicolor on curb to new low at 
20%. Trading was quiet and turn- 
over about at recent levels, around 
1,600,000 shares. 

Progressive creeping: decline 
through most of last week and con- 
tinuing until the Monday close car- 
ried the Dow Jones industrial av- 
erages to the lowest level since Sept. 
4 and repeated figures of the last 
week in August of around 236. The 
setback in progress from Thursday 
through Monday canceled all the 
gains of the preceding 10 days and 
left the pivotal stocks at new lows 
for the immediate movement. With 
Steel closing at 167%, down from 
near 173 at the top, and the other 
standards correspondingly lower, 
the bull party’s alibi that the mar- 
ket was merely pausing to consoli- 
date its position lost its force. 

As stocks slid away from their 
tops the bears ‘took heart and 
pressed cautiously for the decline, 
finding but little opposition of a de- 
termined kind from the recent spon- 
sors of the uptrend. But even the 
success of the shorts found them 
timid and without the initiative to 
follow up the advantage. Suspi- 
cion that the bulls would be pleased 
to see a well-developed short inter- 
est built up against which they 
could stage a cam.paign probably 
curbed bear enthusiasm. The result 
was a succession of dull days, with 
trading lagging and the turnover so 
moderate that it lacked real sig- 
nificance. 


The amusements gave a good ac- 
count of themselves in compatison 
with the standard issues of the list. 
Situation among the film shares is 
one not even the most audacious 
bear cares to take liberties with. 
With the schools open and families 
back in the cities, with the advent 
of autumn weather and with impor- 
tant productions coming forward to 
the Screen, box-office figures are 
looking up all over the country. 
Whatever general business is going 
to do by way of recovery—and the 
Prospect in this direction is still 
vague—there is no doubt that the 
Picture business is in for its sea- 
sonal revival of. activity at the box 
Office 

Wanted—A Lot of 


It would be scarcely any trick at 

all for cliques to stage a run-up in 
the amusements based on this im- 
mediate aspect, irrespective of the 
long outlook for the theatre busi- 
ness—that is, current earnings can 
be ballyhooed again as they were in 
the Spring to force the film group 
ahead into market leadership. A 
crowded short interest would be in- 
valuable to such an operation. 
have been evidences lately 
the Paign to that end is in 
ne making. When prices all around 
a. doing better last week a score 
of leading brokerage houses com- 
ee lists of a dozen or so medium 
priced Issues recommended for a 
turn. Almost invariably 
st Selections included the two film 
eaders, Paramount and Loew. Ar- 
in favor of the lower priced 
ars tr a that the “blue chip” lead- 
at Ave been under accumulation 
‘hekeoa lower down by rich in- 
and ye and the investment trusts 
mane te now selling at a premium 
ogi securities, which 
dientad are still on the bargain 
more offer the small buyer 
nore for his money 

ecvoral of the Wali Street com- 


SHADOW DANCING MARKE 


Yesterday’s Prices 
LEADING AMUSEMENTS 


Net 

High Low Last Chge 

300 Con. F’.... 20 19% 19% — % 
3,100 Kast. K..214 210% 214 + 
11,300 Fox ...... 48% 49% — % 


600 Pathe .... 4 4% + 
71,200 RCA ..... 3 + 
31,600 RKO ..... 3 33% 35 +% 
4,100 Shub_..... 17% 14% 16% — % 
72, 3% + % 
CURB 
3,800 Tech . 22 20% 21 —2 


2,000 Pathe .... 56 
* 2.45 ticker quotes. 


mission houses picked out Para- 
mount for extended analysis tend- 
ing to show its promising position 
for the near future and citing its 
grosses for the first week in Sep- 
tember as being close to its record 
for that period. 

The clique behind Loew stood 
aside for a while, but checked the 
‘decline at 77 without difficulty and 
rallied its favorite to 78% in the last 
few minutes. Friends of Loew point 
to last year’s net at the rate of $10 


Incorporations 


NEW YORK 


W. A. McMullen, Inc., Buffalo, amuse- 
ment resorts. Vernon J. Davis, Wiltiam 
A. McMullen, Everett L. Bennett. Filed 
by Everett L. Bennett, Buffalo. 

Padrae, Inc., Manhattan, 
moving pictures. Martin L. 
John Powers, Lillian Alpert. 
by Martin E. King, 1600 Broadway. 

Golden Arrow YFroductions, Lid., New 
York, pictures. Frederick M. Schlater, 
H. Walter Reynolds, Robert A. BirdzellL 
Piled by Graham & Reynolds, 25 West 
434 street. 

Verner Corp., Manhattan, theatres, pic- 
tures. John F. Wharton, Raymond B. 
Fanning, Robert H. Wrubel. Filed by 
Cohen, Cole, Weiss and Wharton, 61 
Broadway. 

Jayess Theatrical Enterprises, Manhat- 
tan, theatres, pictures. Henry R. 
Danziger, Florence Abramson, Annabella 
Shapiro. Filed by Philips & Nizer, 1560 
Broadway. 

St. Le Jay Preductions, Manhattan, 
theatrical. Gerson H. Werner, Fred J. 
Leonard, Grace Miller. Filed by Sydney 
M. Kaye, 234 West 44th street. 

States Variety Enterprises, Manhattan, 
theatrical. «Thomas F. Gorman, Martin 
E. King, Esther J. Hollander. Filed by 
Martin E. King, 1600 Broadway. 

Universal Golf Corp., Kings, amuse- 
ments. Vera Borax, Dorothy Clover, 
Myron H. Ress. Filed by Edward E. 
Cohen, 220 West 42d street, 


theatres, 
Forkins, 
Filed 


international Acoustics, Manhattan, 
sound pictures. William F. Barrett, 
Clinton M. White, Marie Pipehinski. 


Filed by Goldie & Gumm, 1540 Broad- 
way. 

Vanderbilt Revue, Inc., New York, the- 
atres, pictures, Lyla D. Andrews, Lew 
Fields, Marcus Heiman. Filed by Saul 
J. Baron, 214 West 42d street. 

Companions Productions, Inc., New 
York, theatres, pictures. Frederick Stu- 
art Greene, Grace C. Greene, Chauncey 
P. Williams, Jr. Filed by LeBoeuf & 
Winston, 15 Broad street. 

New Gotham 125th Street Theatre, 
Inc., Manhattan, theatres, pictures; $10,- 
000. Yetta Katz, George Katz, Lily Sil- 
verman. Filed by Samuel Schack, 1440 
Broadway. 

Hughes Avenue Theatre, Inc., Manhat- 
tan, theatres, David J. Hyman, Abra- 
ham M. Katz, Fannie Schechter, Filed 
by Charles Segal, 570 7th avenue. 

Recreational Amusiments, Inc., El- 
mira, Ernest F. Stevenson, Ralph D. 
Court, Mildred L. Shaver. Filed by Mc- 
Dowell & McDowell, Elmira. 

Herbert Straub’s Club Mira, Inc., Buf- 


falo, parks, theatres, dance halls. Her- 
bert Straub, James, Drago, Milton J, 
Ball Filed by Michell, Albro & Weber, 
Buffalo 

Sound Projectors, Inc., Manhattan, 
pictures, Leonard Day, Theodore H. 
Nakken, Charles E. Russell, Filed by 
Leonard Day, 38 Park Row. 

Hellenic Cinema Corp., Manhattan, 
theatres, pictures; $500,000 Anthony J. 


Danas, Thomas Beck, William Papson. 
Filed by David J. Marks, 1545 Broadway. 
Sambee Productions, Inc., Manhattan, 


theatres, pictures, plays Lewis A 
Howard, Samuel B. Fliashnick, Lilien 
Isaaca Filed by Eenjamian F. Isaacs, 


1776 Broadway 


Dissolutions 
Telma Amusement Corp., Manhattan 
Filed by Kugel & Telsey, 70 Wall street 
Ashland Amusement Corp., New York. 
Filed by Marks & Marks, 535 5th avenue. 
Merger 
Mitchell H. Mark Realty Corp., Buf- 
falo, to merge Albany Strand Theatre 
Corp 


DELAWARE 


Noon Amusement Corp.. 100 shares, no 
par. H. E. Grantland, H. H. Snow, 
L. E. Gray, Wilmington 

WIBG, Inc. 100 shares, no par. H. H. 
Grantland, H. H. Snow, lL. E. Gray, Wil- 
mington, 

Queensboro Amusement Co., Inc. $250,- 
000 and 5,000 shares, no par. Frank A. 
Cabeen, Jr., Devon, Pa.: T. I.ea Perot, 
Jr, William G. Wright, Philadelphia. 

International Radio Corp. 259 shares, 
no par, J. Vernon Pimm, Charlies A. 
Adami, Philadelphia; R. L. Spurgeon, 
Wi!mington. 

Bear Mountain Amusements, Inc. 200 
shares, no par. J. Vernon Pimm, Charles 
A. Adami, Philadelphia; R. lL. Spurgeon, 
Wilmington. 


Hook Mountain Amusements, Inc., 
coasters, etc $22,000 J. Vernon Pimm, 
Charles A. Adami, Philadelphia; R. L 
Spurgeon, Wilmington 


International Film Service, Iac. $100, - 
W. BH. Grantiand E. Gray, Cc. S 


Peabbies, Wilmingtoa, 


a share as justifying a better level 
than currert quotations. Paramount 
partisans are talking of $7 for this 


year. 
Support in W. B. 


Warner Bros. did well under pres- 
sure, being among the comparative- 
ly few active issues that gained a 
point or more during the first ses- 
sion of the week. Entrance of the 
new banking interest into the con- 
eern, it is taken for granted, will 
bring about changes in the board. 
The Street looks to see revisions of 
policy introduced with these changes 
as a means of overcoming the dif- 
ficulties in the company arising 
from its over-expansion problems. 

Radio-Keith, as usual, did the un- 
expected. With the kind of market 
sponsorship it has displayed lately, 
the logical thing for the stock to do 
under pressure would be to put on 
a bold front, particularly when other 
amusements in the same market 
group were doing just that, War- 
ners being a case in point. On the 
contrary, R-K-O was distinctly re- 
actionary and on fairly heavy trans- 
actions. Clique tactics here defy 
forecast. ; 

There have been times when the 
stock looked like distribution, only 
to throw a surprise party and go 
into a zoom. Monday Radio-Keith 
broke through 34 for the first time 
in a month or so, after holding that 
resistance point with great deter- 
mination. It touched 33%, and in a 
late rally moved up to 34%. Turn- 
over on day was 50,000. shares, 
pretty heavy volume even for this 
fast stepping tape performer. One 
of the curious phases of the opera- 
tion here is that the stock has 
small prospect of paying a dividend 
for the present and the sponsors 
make no bones about saying so. 

That's another kink in Wall 
street. It’s often easier to work a 
campaign on a non-dividend paying 
mystery stock than on one whose 
yield is fixed. Idea seems to be 
that starting at scratch you can 
hope for anything you like, while 
actual realization is limited. Sort 
of distance lends enchantment. Any- 
how it's a familiar phenomenon 
downtown, 

Action of Fox was equivocal. . It 
was made to give way rather 
sharply at times, but the backers 
of its market fate seemed to have 
the reserve of strength to rally it 
at critical moments. Monday, for 
instance, it about repeated last 
week's bottom around 48% under 
moderate offerings, but snapped 
back in the last half hour and ended 
safely above 50 for a net gain of 
nearly a point. 


Chart Corroboration 


The elements of betterment in the 
film stocks’ autumn prospects are 
supported by the charc pictures of 
the group leaders. Loew, Par- 
amount and Fox all show lines sug- 
gesting an uptrend. Paramount has 
made a double top close to the July 
best and on the last upturn went 


No Salary Raises 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
One outstanding feature of 
the current Coast economy 
wave is that it’s not going to 
be forgotten hy next month. 
All departmental heads. in 
two major studios have been 
ordered to say no salary raises 
will be granted for the next 
six months, 


into fractionally higher territory. 
These chart pictures, of course, do 
not mean much except to give an 
inference of what has gone on in 
the market itself. The chart line 
merely suggests that a period of 
accumulation may be approaching 
its climax, paving the way for the 
upward movement when or if sur- 
rounding circumstances justify a 
campaign. 

Mixed Trends 


Idea of the crass currents lately 
is to be had from last week’s statis- 
tics of the theatre group. Nine is- 
sues on the Stock exchange moved 
up an aggregate of 12 points while 
at the same time 14 issues declined 
17% points. 

The losses looked much more im- 
portant and significant than the 
gains, however. Eastman Kedak, 
for example, dropped 4% points on 
dealings of 21,000 shares, and War- 
ners slipped more than 2 points on 
the impressive total of 250,000 
shares. Fox eased 2% on 70,000 
shares, while R-K-O lost 1 with 
volume up to 269,000 shares. 

Against these losses were grouped 
a number of fractional gains, such 
as the % for Loew and 2% for Con- 
solidated Film Industries. 

On the Curb Columbia was ex- 
tremely quiet at steady prices, while 
a lull in the pressure upon Techni- 
color proved to be only a prelude to 
a new assault Monday when the 
stock went into a new bottom for 
more than a year, including the Oc- 
tober break, at 22. Volume was 
only 3,500, suggesting the urgent 
liquidation of some individual old 
long line. 

Bonds did little during the week, 
prices being steady at previous 
levels. Evidence of better absorp- 
tion in bonds that before seemed to 
be forced. Warners ruled generally 
around 89 and General Theatre nar- 


rowly close to 95. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Sept. 13: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 


Net 
High. Low. Sales. Issue and rate High Low. Last a 
261 T% 100 American Seat 9 9 9 
15% 6,900 Consol Film 21% 2 +- 2% 
28% 18 2,900 Consot Film pref (2)....... one + 2 
175% 21,100 Eastman Kodak 221% 213% 215% 4% 
57% 16% 95,000 Fox Class A (4)...-++--+-+ 48% 49% — 2% 
1” 100 Keith pref 117% 117% 117% + 1% 
51% 27 17,900 General Theatres 36% 33% 34% 1% 
95% 42% 48,500 Loew 77% 19% + % 
117% 85% 900 Do pref (O%)....:.-ccccccccnce 109% 107% 109 + 1 
15% 10% 1,200 Madison Square Garden (1%).... 12 it 12% + 1% 
26% 23% 300 Met-G-M pref (1.89)............ 26% 26 26 — &* 
ARB 65,000 Paramount-Fasous-Lasky (4).... 62 61 % 
9 2% 3,300 Pathe 4% 41% 4% % 
69% 32% 458,900 Radio Corp.........-- coeaeoseeea 43% 39% 40% — 1% 
50 19 269,890 Radio-K-O .........-seeeeeceres 37% 34% 35% — 1% 
99% 63 20 Orpheum pref (8)....--ccccesces 5 + 2 
36 Universal pref 52 53 n3 
24% 249,000 Warner Bros 27% 28% — 2% 
CURB 
5% 100 Columbia Pictures (+1%)....... 43% 43%, — 2% 
54% 31 1,300 Do V.t.c. (#1%)... 43'4 41% 41% & 
17% 2% 7.3200 Pox 11 10% 10% % 
32% 15% 100 Mat Bo Bet 26% 26% 2% 
86% 24% . 25% 2% — 1% 
23% 9 100 Universal 18% 18% 18% + 1% 
* Ex diy. 
BONDS 
o $9,000 Keith's 6's, R2% Rt +2% 
o1 91% Loew C6, 100 1 +% 
130 101% 5,000 WEE 122% 122% 
80 36 Pathe Va. 57% 58 +% 
108% 98 30,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, “47........ 101 100% 101 + % 
HG 4% 25,000 Par-Pub 5%’s, '50.......... 94% WY —% 
113% 87% 169,000 Warner Bros. 6's, *39........... 89% BBY 
ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
Produce Exchange, N. Y. 
oe oo 500 Photo Color Th 6% +2 
Over the Counter, N. Y. 
Bid Asked Prev. bid 
241% 26% 24% Roxy, Cless A (3.50).. qua ee 
1% 4 1% De Forest Phono 
38 oe ges Cot. Pic. pfd. (3) 
Chicago 
oe 20 fox Thrs 104%, 10% 
Los Angeles 
Rid Asked 


If Fox-Loew Merge, Studio Names 
Of F ox-Metro May 


Become One 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 
Despite the many millions poured 
into the kettle to establish the 
Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer and Fox 


names, the belief 1s growing as to 
the ultimate elimination of these 
firm titles in -avor of one new name 
to designate the holding company, 
which it is expected both Fox and 
Metro will eventually operate. 

That these two lots will ever com- 
bine physically is discounted, for the 
reason that no one _ production 
source and its personnel, regardiess 
of facilities and man power, would 
welcome the task of turning out a 
yearly output of 100 features. 
That is the basic contention why 
Fox and Loew will remain two sep- 
arate producing units, regardless of 
any gymnastics with their titles, 

That Fox has slowly been pre- 
paring to sever the remaining con- 
nection with its former owner was 
seen in the elimination of his indi- 
vidual name from all publicity under 
the heading on the. studio bulletin 
boards a few months ago. 

Fox Subordinated 


More recent is the decision to ad- 
vertise Fox’s main effort of the year 
as “Raoul Walsh's ‘Big Trail’,” with 
the mammoth billboard opposite the 
studio on Western avenue heralding 
the picture minus mention of the 
Fox company at any point. 

It is also being recalled that at 
the time William Fox bought stock 
control of Loew's most of the trade 
took a guess at the period which 
would pass before the Loew desig- 
nation would drop from that circuit 
and its theatres. 

Whether, also how and if, the 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer name should 
be submerged for a new title is 
something that appears certain to 
come up for interorganization de- 
bate sooner or later, and probably 
sooner, 


Judgments 


Fox Theatres Corp.; Fiege!l Corp.; 
$1$8,705. 

Waite Hoyt; 
074, 

Julio C. Roman and Hazel Forbes 
Roman; P. McDonald; $428. 

Louis and Anna Cantor; 
Workers Credit Corp.; $6,985. 


8S. Waldman; $1,- 


Typo 


Bankruptcy 


The Rites of Memphis, Inc.; lia- 
bilities, $25,232; assets, $18,941 

James Boring’s Travel Service, 
Inc., 730 5th Ave., N. Y. C.; liabili- 
ties and asse.s not stated. 


Publix Drive on to 
Boom Town Buying 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16 

In an effort to get the new fall 
and winter season started with a 
bang, Publix Northwest theatres is 
holding a “Harvest Festival” in all 
of its towns. Theatre managers co- 
operate with local merchants in 
conducting campaigns to bring 
people from surrounding territory 
into the towns. 

No stone is left unturned “to 
launch fall buying in spirited,fash- 
ion and to arouse in the public a 
consciousness of the city and the 
theatre.” Heavy advertising is 
carried on in newspapers, ete. Mer- 
chants put on special sales and 
stress one outstanding bargain cal- 
culated to lure transients. : 

Theatres feature special attrac- 
tions. The festivals are under the 
direction of Don Chambers, circuit 
exploitation and publicity head. 


Agnew as Added 
Hollywood, Sept. 16, 

Bobby Agnew, former picture ju- 
venile and now doing a stage turn, 
will follow the Beverly Hills Billies 
as stage feature at the Chinese. 
Billies’ engagement was for one 
week, 
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MIGHTIEST STA 


Amos ‘n’ Andy March Across the Pages of Motion Picture History . . Blazing Glamorous 
New Trails of Entertainment for the Peoples of All the World! That the Motion Picture 
Industry at Large Takes Pride in the Success of Their First Screen Venture Goes With- 
out Saying ..““Check and Double Check” Presents Them Not as Mere Black-face Come 
dians But as Authentic Characters Who Will Dwell Iimmortally in the Hearts of Millions. 
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TITAN 


Wednesday, September 17, 1930 VARIETY 


STUNNING VICTORY 


| The Amos ‘n’ Andy Talking Picture is in the 
Bag! ... Cameras Purred on the Final 
Shots ThisWeek. .EvenOur OwnBouncing 
| Superlatives are Inadequate to Describe 
| the Enthusiasm of the Entire Titan Studio, 
[from Amos ‘n’ Andy to the Grizzled 
| Veteran at the Gate Who Turned a Hand- 
| spring and Exclaimed “Ain’t Dis Sumpin?”” 
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PROVICENCE 


ZANE GREY'S Romance 


== AS 


peeks, B. 
De MILLE 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


| ‘i LOS ANGELES LILLIAN ROTH 


PEP UP WITH PEP 


ck. nist, 
Kews 


tie—the famous Gevor of PEP. 


VIGOR! ‘These erunchy-crisp Gukes are , 
Giled with the rich sourishment 

ef whole wheet—with just 

enough bran to be mildly lexe- 

tive and keep you’ feeling fit and 

full of PEP, 


When breakf PEP 
ENJOYMENT! 

you ere enjoying the greatest 

pleasures in all America, 


PEP 
| 

FLAKES 


If every man, wornan and child in the world. ate 
PEP tomorrow and then saw “RAIN OR SHINE,” 
all unhappiness would vanish from the earth. 


the PEP in on @onerove sample package of 
ge room an ave CUD 

KAFFEE HAG with cur com. , PEP presented te every aduit 
pliments, * patron tomorrow 1-6 p.m, 


ORPHEUM 


Los. 


33 
‘RAIN OR SHINE Children Betore }.. wand « ash your friends 
- “You can’t eat your cake and have it,” o 
BUT Eating PEP is the best way to have PEP! w JOE E. BROWN 
PEP WEEK Advertisi 
Picture Advertising Panlekdng Pitsburg) 
Sterts Everything” and “Top Speed: 
TOMORROW 
ot the “Variety” has been printing a page of reproduced theatre ad copy GENE MORGAN 
Orpheum weekly from various cities without comment for some time. It is wee Presents ew 
Stervi now inereased to two pages weekly with comment. Brogdwey, 
KELLOGG'S Ads in this layout are selected from published pages in dailies. F | tif 
Reproduction here has been aimed to bring forward ideas to the q uM 1] KIAN A 
subsequent runs principally. In basic essence, the layout is a 
medium for exchange of advertising principles or thoughts that RK 0 Picture Picture tion Comnbings Laughs, 
will enable theatre advertisers to know how the rest of the country ° + « Starring 
: is selling pictures to the public. This department is not intended 
' "Bran Flakes to be critical. BEBE DANIELS 
do a 3 Reel Epic of It should be a necessary principle from the very method of film Dark-eyed Beauty of “Rio Rite”. SEY 
A FLAVOR! booking in the industry that the key cities lead the way in adver- ERT W WOOL 
Prince of Pep ‘VIGOR! tising. Effort is therefore made to survey all or nearly .all the BERT ‘WHEELER, RC ROB 
King of ‘Hilarity! ENJOYMENT! leading film spots. rs 
Aliens Utilization of two pages for reproduction of copy offers the op- STANLEY'S GOT THE ‘SHOW 
fore 
FLAVOR! Chall portunity for selection of follow-up ads. On the one-page idea that Come Todas .. 


was out. : 

Survey over months have shown that the weekly supply of new 
films to theatres is comparatively small. Up to about 12 a week 
from the producers in the beginning of the season, this availability 
has dropped to an average of about eight, at the present. It is un- 
usually low. 

On general individual advertising the Coast Californian houses, not- 
ably in Los Angeles and Frisco, are more original in detail and layout 
than in the east. The Coast goes heavy for backgrounds and illus- 
tration. In that respect the method differs from the east where 


(Continued on next page) 
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SLAUGHTER 
THE WORD 


How many words can you make out of 
“Manslaughter.” 


there Monday and Tuesday of next 


NOTE—Each letter in “Manslaughter? can 
only be used as many times as it appears. For 

i instance only one “IM” could be used in a word, 
two “A's” and so on. 


, If you are not one of the lucky ones, at 
any rate you will not want to muss 


“MANSLAUGHTER” 
Contest Closes Friday September 
at 7 pant. 


Send all entries to Contest Manager, ¢-0 
Capitol Theatre, Sydney. ‘N.S. 


CLEVELAWOD 
= 
fod AY COME EARLY 1 
AT SAVE MONEY 


SENSATIONAL 25¢ P.M. 


ELODRAMA’ 
OUR. NEW KNOCKOUT PROGRAM 


Jealousy, 
Castaways, Ge bl 
STORY or 
Movie F. 
RICHARD |; dre Raving About 


DICK LIEBERT HER M AN TI OTH STAGE REVUE a 


Yeh, mare SAMMY TIMBERG 


PITTSBURGH 


- FINEST SOUND. IN PITTSBURGH 


Tense Deama 
of Today! 


A Soul-Search- 
ing Talé of a 
Mountain Girl: 
and Wolves in So- 
ciety Clothing! 


RKEL 
JOHN HOLLAND 
NANCE 


UNITED orcruae 


ool. 


HER 


a 
anita 
A WARN : 
A ER BR 
TAPHONE PRODUCTio€ 


Picture Advertising 


(Continued from preceding 


typography is the top point. New York City ads generally top all 
others, however, on reading matter. 

That is only on adWance advertising or opening shows. Little 
follow-up stuff used in the east to mention. Coast goes pretty heavy 
on the follow-up. Whichever policy is more effective must be con- 
sidered by the theatre operators. No follow-up in. New -York may 
be due ,.to heavy advertising rates of the dailies. 

Little combo advertising in the east owing to decline of vaude 
and stage shows. 

As a rule, advertising is getting to. amble. along more original 
lines in a gradual way. But press sheet ideas and capy still. used 
and being depended on. ; 

The rest of the country seems to follow, the keys. ‘Most.towns 
use matrix ads, plainly, obvious. Quite. often these don’t fit in the 
particular locality. 

.Right now theatres using combo ads on stage. and film are going 
on the quantity and ladder ideas. It+:-was-okay when first: started 
an the big scale.in the east by Fox but since copied everywhere, it’s 
getting warped. Reason is most of the combo advertisers, are.'try- 
ing to plant too much in tog little space, yy 

lor a comparatively sized town Providence probably spots;more 
large space for individual houses with small rates than: any. ether 
city in the country. , Boston has.the worst :advertising. 

Biggest space, of.:all shows in New York on opening ‘shows: and 
on.road show films .where a page or a.half page often is used. 
“Hell's Angeles” (Hughes) for instance spent about $5,000.a day for 
10 days announcing the film’s showing in New York. That film: was 
in the box for nearly three millions before opening in east, so the 
additional, $50,000 wasn’t so, much in that. case. 


WASHINGTON 


\ Jack Lon 


GREATEST MOMANCE 


The cycion® of erlsp, erack- 
ling, comedy that convulsed 
Chicago, blasted bia-« Broad- 
way, and will rock San Fran 
cisco...a spicy, racy story § 
of a bachelor’s baby whose # 
arrival ruined a wedding and § 
started a riot In high soctety! @ 
A picture you'll love.,.don’t 
miss it! 


O'NEAL 
Star of the Brosdwey Musical 
Success, “New Moon., 
24 
24 LEID? 
Pou eng Orchestre 


. 


“CALL OF TEE 


AMON NOVARBO 
an Faocheon & . 
SUNSHINY. IDEA 


Sally Blane 
Roscoe Karns 
Slim Summerville 


HOLLY WOOD 


WILSON 
LAWRENCE GRAY 


“TEMPTATION” 


A Thrilling Dramatic Romance of a Girl Whose 
Love Was Stronger Than Her Will. 


15 
Los. 4 
fn Her ig 
Role! ae 
Twenty Persons having the greatest ——— 
Guest Tickets to the ,Capitol Theatre, ag 4 
Sydney, to see the dramatic sensation of +f THE EVERYTHING! 
“$ DIZZY” chested, and lied forshim. | 
4 Any woman in love would 
THE GIRL THE WHOLE WORLD 1S TALKING ABOUT 
“GIRL OF THE | 
GOLDEN WEST 
David STARTS] | 
, Belaico’s’ PRIDAY 
NOVEL 
= 
i EAST," featur CES CANCHONEMAROOS | “perry COMES 
beat role HER \ RALE IDEA GREEN 
mon Clay” ang N in This 
Er 000 Others ka 
von Stroheim Hoe 4 Epic of Alasks, } 
; ay& 74thSe, 25¢ Added Postar 4 he gNTAM gp WO wets 
Anita Page le see of ae 1 
azu Pit DEACHTREE PpNCEde LEON Sear for only 
35¢ - FALL \ > | trent could zest 
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EXPLOITATION 


This department is almost entirely made up of matter from “Variety's” 


own correspondents. Seldom is any 


of the exploitation notes sent out by 


the home publicity offices of the chains used here. 

“Variety's” correspondents have been requested to report on all local 
press or exploitation stunts that fail or prove too expensive for results 
achieved, as well as those which get over. 

Ordinary or expected exploitation not included in this department. 
Repetition in several cities also excluded, after first mention, unless new 


angle is later developed, 


Stockholm. 

In connection with the big suc- 
cess of “Sally” (First National) at 
the Red Mill theatre here, one of the 
weeklies, “Vara Nojen,” arranged 
with a local restaurant, Atlantic, for 
a special “Sally Evening.” Manne- 
kin show, singer and orchestra. All 
local] belles present, as purpose was 
to select a Swedish Sally. “The 
Gentlemen of the Jury,” consisting 
of three newspaper men, assisted by 
film actors, who danced with the 
aspirants, gave their verdict accord- 
ing to the applause. Choice fell on 
a girl who resembles Marilyn Miller. 


Reading, Pa. 

Using the picture title, “Good 
News,” Imber Bros., operating a 
large department store across from 
iwew's Colonial, gave the theatre 
the benefit of some extra four-col- 
umn advertising publicity intended 
to stimulate business’ in the store 
and theatre. The advertisement, 
using the film title as a “text,” tells 
readers to “think optimistically; 
that Reading industries are getting 
busier; that Reading is one of the 
most fortunate cities in the entire 
country; that Reading concerns are 
getting some of the country’s big- 
gest contracts for Reading workers.” 

The first 100 people to sign the 
“Honor Roll Book” at the store the 
day after the advertisement ap- 
peared received guest tickets to 
Loew’s to see “Good News,” The 
top of the advertisement showed a 
row of factories, with every chim- 
ney smoking, and the balance of the 
full-page advertisement was devot- 
ed to stores specials, 44, in “boxes.” 


Hollywood. 

Pictures and flour are in for dual 
exploitation in a tie-up arranged 
th.xs week between Universal and 
the General Mills Co 

Flour company contemplates an 
appropriation of more than $1,000,- 
000 for advertising in 17 national 
mags and foreign publications. Ads 
will picture Universal stars endors- 
ing. 


Milwaukee. 

Fox publicity department, work- 
ing with the “Wisconsin. News,” 
succeeded in getting out an eight- 
page Greater Show Week supple- 
ment, full sheet size, which included 
not only a tremendous double truck 
display for Fox, but also many col- 
umns of good reading matter per- 
taining to Fox achievements and 
coming attractions. 

Business jumped for dear life at 
all Fox theatres, and Greater Show 
Week was a real week all the way 
through. 


Richmond, Va. 

In preparation for “Animal Crack- 
ers,” Loew's offered free round-trip 
air ride to Washington for best 250- 
word essay on “Air Transportation 
and the Future of Richmond.” It 
was a tie-up with Eastern Air 
Transport, new firm carrying pas- 
sengers from Richmond to New 
York over the mail airway. 

Supplementary prizes were 10 
pairs of tickets te “Animal Crack- 
ers” for this week (15). 

Minneapolis. 

As a trailer for “Doughboys” the 
State (Publix) last week ran what 
purported to be a sound recording 
of the laughter aroused by the pic- 
ture’s preview showing before a spe- 
cial audience of 10 people, “includ- 
ing five hard-boiled newspaper 
critics.” 

This was in conjunction with the 
usual flashes from the offering. 


Minneapolis. 
Manager Emil Franke of the R-K- 
O Oprheum here had a tie-up with 
the town’s leading food market on 
*“Dixiana.” The shop, located on the 


town’s busiest corner, had a large 
window display of “Dixiana cake, 
preferred by Bebe Daniels, star of 
the picture.” “Dixiana cake” also 
was featured in its newspaper ads 
and served with coffee to the pa- 
trons on Orpheum roof garden, 


Minneapolis. 

To exploit “Follow Thru” Mana- 
ger Gordon Greene and Press Agent 
Cliff Gill ef the Minnesota had a 
tie-up with the principal Tom 
Thumb golf courses around town. 
Over every 18th hole there were 
“Follow Thru” signs, with one of 
the “O’s” cut out, making it neces- 
sary for the player to shoot through 
the open space. 


New York City. 
H. A. Berg, of the Loew publicity 
office, arranged a tie-up with Wag- 
ner Brothers, manufacturers of dog 


biscuits, to exploit the Metro dog 
short, “College Hounds.” The Wag- 
moves Aictribnte in New York 


Spiking Rumor 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Opening of the Main Street, 
R-K-O house in Racine, Wis., 
was accompained by a whisper- 
ing campaign which spread a 
rumor that the baleony, canti- 
lever construction, was unsafe. 

To refute the reports, R-K-O 
officials in for the opening 
from Chicago, piled 250 cement 
bags in the center of the bal- 
cony and took a photo. Latter 
splurged in all ad copy headed 
“safety.” 


100,000 heralds exploiting “College 
Hounds,” in eonnection with their 
biscuits. Heralds will be placed in 
all pet shops. Will also mention the 
short in their publicity. 


Albany, N. Y. 

Proctor’s has a four-week hook- 
up with the “Times-Union” and 
WGY, at Schenectady, to select a 
boy and girl who will be given a 
chance in pictures. Contest to last 
four weeks. Ages of contestants 
6 to 12. 

Idea is that six boys and six girls 
each of the four weeks will be se- 
lected from photos from the groups 
sent to the “Times-Union.”  Pic- 
tures will be made of these 12 and 
screened in the R-K-O house in Al- 
bany, Schenectady and Troy. The 
12 winners will then speak over the 
radio at Schenectady. Twenty-four 
boys and 24 girls will be in the 
finals. From this group one boy 
and one girl will be chosen and sent 
to the New York studios of R-K-O 
for a screen test. 

Patrons of the theatre and radio 
listeners ‘will be asked to send in 
their vote after seeing or hearing 
the contestants. Judges will take 
these votes into consideration in 
their final judyzing. 

First week just ended and hun- 
dreds of entries have been received 
by the newspaper. Only cost to 
R-K-O is expense of screening. 
Contest popular. 


Bronx. 

One exploitation stunt the Loew 
press department will never again 
attempt is the common wedding -on- 
the stage affair. Dropping business 
at the Grand prompted it, and an- 
nouncement was made that com- 
plete home outfit, etc., would be pre- 
sented to the couple willing to be 
married on the theatre’s stage, and 
a date for the event announced. 

When the date for the wedding 
came around, no couple had come 
forward, and the date set back. At 
the time of the second date, there 
was a couple, but no gifts, none of 
the neighborhood merchants hav- 
ing come across. Finally the gifts 
were secured, when it was rumored 
that the couple to be married were 
really brother and sister. 

Finally the wedding went off, and 
isn’t Harry Berg, of the Loew press 
department, happy? 


Pittsburgh. 
Larry Jacobs, p. a. for Loew’s 
Penn, has a daily tie-up with 
“Press,” daily, on a “Talker Twister 
Contest.” Paper running two col- 
umn cut daily on current picture at 
Penn. Idea is to form a sentence 
in which all the words begin with 
the first letter of the star’s name. 
This week, for instance, with Ruth 
Chatterton’s “Anybody’s Woman” 
playing, there would be something 
like this: “Chatterton chats cheer- 
fully causing caustic comments.” 
Cash prizes as well as theatre 
tickets awarded each day. Contest 
has been running now for two 
weeks, 


Cincinnati. 

For “Animal Crackers,’ Palace, 
contacted “Commercial Tribune” for 
a “Humorad” contest, with tickets 
as prizes. Stunt copped much dis- 
Play and reading space gratis. 

Street ballyhoo for “Big Boy,” 
screen attraction at Albee, is use of 
white horse with blackface jockey- 
attired rider and banners on both 
sides of the steed. 


Albany, N. Y. 

Week before the showing of 
“Western Front” Strand tied up 
with two local dailies. In one vet- 
erans were asked to send in a story 
of their experiences during the war. 
Five daily prizes of theatre tickets 
in addition to a weekly prize of $10 
and a final cash prize of $15. In 
other, schoo! children were asked to 
write letters in English or German 
to students in Germany. These let- 


ters were to be distributed to the 


proper authorities in Germany by 
the paper. Passes as prizes. 

Stunt didn’t go over so good. Only 
a few letters received, 

St. Paul. 

Pursued all over the city by cop- 
pers and all but thrown in the hoose- 
gow, experience of Ray O'Connell, 
R-K-O Orpheum manager-publicity 
man in putting over “Rain or Shine.” 
O'Connell hired three nobodies, 
equipped ’em with an old film ma- 
chine, and started decorating the 
tops of all loop buildings with the 
trio, ostensibly busy taking pictures. 
One baliyhoo man on the ground, 
looking up. Traffic blocked. 

When crowd reached its height, a 
30-foot streamer was rolled down 
the side of the building saying “Rain 
or Shine,” Joe Cook's at the R-K-O 
Orpheum this week. Climax reached 
when pseudo camera crew climbed 
up on judges’ platform before grand 
stand at Minnesota state fair and 
did the trick before a crowd of 22,- 
000. Smiles on faces of officials who 
thought they were being mugged 
turned to frowns and they had the 
coppers put the run on the boys. 
But no arrests, 


New Haven, Conn, 
Fox going in heavy for “Rain or 
Shine.” Man sits on marquee all 
day with umbrella painted “Rain or 
Shine, I'm. waiting for Joe Cook.” 
Boys parade streets in slickers with 
same slogan. Tie-up with local 
music stores, Leaflets inserted in 
laundry boxes. Coca-cola furnishing 
gratis 10,000 small bottles with “Joe 

Cook, Rain or Shine” on bottles. 


New Haven, Conn. 

Local Par is in on an event called 
Fall Trade Week, currently. Slogan 
adopted is “Business and bargains 
are better in New Haven.” House 
has donated use of 200 three-sheet 
boards and 2 trailers were run a 
week in advance. Chamber of Com- 
merce backing the stunt. All news- 
papers running special sections, also 
radio tie-up. Streets to be decorated 
with banners bearing slogan. 

House is plugging event hard on 
theory that if business” picks up 
they'll get their share, 


Syracuse, N. Y. 

“Dawn Patrol’ opened a four-day 
second-run engagement at the Har- 
vard on Sunday, Theatre used ex- 
ploited the picture to an extent that 
shaded the original campaign for 
the Strand’s first run. 

Leslie “Stunt” Morrison, one of 
the aviators engaged in making 
“Dawn Patrol,” and two other fliers 
were brought in for exploitation 
flights over the city and for per- 
sonal appearances before and after 
the picture opened. It was the first 
time that a second-run house here 
stepped out in this fashion. 


Los Angeles. 
Warners’ ballyhoo for “The Bad 
Man” at the Downtown theatre had 


a living billboard and a_ talker 
trailer in 16-mm, film. 
Billboard was mounted on a 


truck, with the part used for a pic- 
ture of Walter Huston as the bad 
man cut out and covered with 
gauze. Lighted up inside a chap 
dressed as Huston is seen in the 
place of the picture, drawing atten- 
tion by firing a revolver and an- 
nouncing that he is “the bad man 
who likes blondes and brunettes at 
Warners’ Downtown theatre.” His 
voice was thrown by a loud speaker. 

With a 16-mm. projector a con- 
tinuous film was thrown on the rear 
of the truck as a trailer. This had 
been synchronized. 


NICK 
AGREEABLE 


Inside report says Nick Schenck 
has expressed himself as agreeable 
to head a Fox-Loew amalgamation. 

This approval from accounts was 
given to Harley L. Clarke, presi- 
dent. of Fox. In the event of 
Schenck assuming the leadership 
with the combine going through, 
Clarke is reported content to take 
any secondary office. 

With the statement Schenck will 
accept the chief post of F-L, un- 
der a contract, as its head, the in- 
ference is that the proposed Fox- 
Loew merger requiring government 
assent is well on its way. 


‘Fires’ for Remake 
Hollywood ,Sept. 16. 

Universal is considering resurrec- 
tion of “Smouldering Fires” from 
the silent files for remake as a 
talker. 

“Fires” dumb act was in 1924, 
with Clarence Brown director. 


The A. M. P. A. meeting to be 
held Thursday (18) in the Dixie 
hotel, will have as guest of honor 
Heywood Broun, who is running for 
Congress on the Socialist ticket. 
Broun will talk, selecting his own 
topic. 


BEHIND THE KEYS 


In this department is placed minor matters in connection with theatre 


operation. 


By reason of this, these items can be collated here instead of as formerly 
distributed through the paper, on news pages or in the Correspondence 


from various cities. 


Union Food 


Portland, Ore. 

Conference with union crews 
still on. One session ran until 
3 a.m. At that hour all con- 
ferees went out to eat. The 
union boys insisting it be a 
union cafe. 

The party passed up three 
good restaurants (non-union) 
and came to rest in a ham- 
and-egg joint (union). 

Whereat the berries were 
passed around plenty, but dip- 
lomatie relations were saved. 


~ 


Baltimore. 
Shift in Warner and First Na- 
tional personnel brings Robert G. 
Wood as house manager of the Met- 
ropolitan, succeeding Frank Boucher, 
who will make his division manager 
headqearters in Hagerstown, Md. 
Frank Greenhalgh, former First Na- 
tional manager for the Eastern 
Shore (Del-mar-via) district, to 
similar position in this territory. 
London, Can. 
First local indoor pony golf course 
opened in old Majestic theatre build- 
ing. 
‘Derby, Conn. 
William D. Fitzgerald has taken 
over the Sterling here. He will op- 
erate it with straight vaude, seven 
acts last half. 


London, Can. 
“Call of the Flesh,’ with Ramon 
Novarro (Metro) playing week at 
Loew’s London, re-named “The 
Singer of Seville,” after censors 
slashed title. Local house had 
plenty of advertising, billboards, 
etc., out under old title. All recalled 
and new ones placed about city and 
district. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Altoona’s last silent picture house, 
Palace, owned by the Notopoulos in- 
terests, local, is shut. It will emerge 
later as a storeroom for rent. 


Montclair, N. J. 

William Lockwood, non-union op- 
erator of the Bellevue theatre, dis- 
appeared during the running of a 
show. The picture had to stop 
running. 

Lockwood returned home for a 
short time the next day and left 
again. His car on the night of his 
disappearance was found in front of 
his home. He has not yet been 
found. 

A similar case of disappearance 
of Samuel hauchwerk of Irvington, 
operator at the Court, here, which 
is non-union, turned out to be a 
false alarm, Rauchwerk was found 
a day later in a Turkish bath. 


Quincy, Il. 
Star and Family theatres, B. & K., 
are open with talkers. First run. 
Star is in downtown loop, while 
the Family is in silk-stockinged dis- 
trict. 
New York City. 
Al Beckerich manager of Dyker 
and Shore Road theatres, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., R-K-O. 
New York City. 
Eddie Klein, managing the Oxford, 
Brooklyn. Leslie M. Posner at the 
Crescent, Bronx, N. Y. Stockton Lee 
is in charge of Savoy, Newark, N. J. 
Edward B. Lewis at Rialto, Pough- 
keepsie, N. Y. Paul Weintraub is at 
Kisco theatre, Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 
Allentown, Pa. 
Nineteenth Street theatre has re- 
opened, with P. R. Hoffman man- 
ager. House has Harole Beswick 
as organist. 
Shamokin, Pa. 
Officials here have exonerated F. 
P. Liewellyn, banker and theatre 
executive, of blame for the killing of 
George Baker, struck by Lliewellyn’s 
auto on the street here. 


Mahanoy City, Pa. 


Pioneer film house here, Hippo- 
drome, being wired and reopens 
Oct. 1 


Pine Bluff, Ark. 


Robert Drake, asst. mgr. here, 
manager of Saenger, Alexandria, 
a., succeeding Robert Hampton, 


who goes to Mobile, Oct. 1. 


Racine, Wis. 
R-K-O hag opened the Mainstreet 
with Geo. W. Gambrill as manager 
and Mathew Fox as assistant. Gam- 


brill came from Springfield R-K-O* 


house. 
Dallas. 
Lincoln feolored) suburban re- 
opened by R. J. Walsh. There are 
now four Negro pict stands in town 


with one colored vaude house. 
doing good biz. 
30,000 Negro pop. 


All 
Town has about 


i 

Utica, N. Y. 
Olympic reopened Sept. 13 as first 
run picture house at pop prices, 
Management L. J. Carkey. R. G, 


McCauley, asst. 
| 
London, Can. 


Opening with 50c top for “West. 
ern Front,” the Grand, one of three 
FP-Can houses here, slashed top 
prices to 35c plus tax for “Let’s Go 
Native.” Kids at matinees for lie 
and 25c at night. 


Syracuse, N. Y. 
Ralph W. Thayer is now R-K-O 
city manager at Dayton, O. 


Minneapolis. 

John Sodini, local ex-theatre man, 
has dropped his negotiations for 
Pantages theatre. He had planned 
to put in independent vaude and 
pictures. Looks now as though 
this house and R-K-O 7th Street, 
both valuable properties advantage- 
ously located, wili stand idle. Little 
or no film product available for the 
theatre. 

Publix has come to terms with 
United Artists, leaving only Tiffany 
and state rights’ independents not 
sewed up. 


Winnipeg, Can. 

Winnipeg has seen its first home« 
made talkers in form of topical 
shots made under auspices of “Free 
Press,” with ~a representative of 
that paper acting as the “talking 
reporter.” The views are given 
first run in R-K-O Winnipeg thea- 
tre. 


Syracuse, N. Y. 
Raymond B. Jones will succeed 
Paul Shay as director of the Para- 
mount here. 


CHILDREN ABSENT 


(Continued on page 6) 


that will start them coming back 
to the picture house, it is conceded. 


Already the industry is shaping 
its course in the first direction of 
the formula. Just 25% of the 30-31 
features will be designed especially. 
for the youth of the land. The pic- 
tures will also be directed with the 
adult fan in mind; yet, this 25% 
will, according to steps now being 
taken, posséss nothing suggestive 
that might lead the lad away from 
the realism of playroom or play- 
ground. 

Enough pictures with child appeal 
are hoped to bring about a return 
momentum of the kiddie toward the 
b. 

That the fundamentals of child- 
hood are a part of a human being 
throughout life is the psychology 
of this angle and the reason why 
it is expected to be approved by 
adult as well as child. Psycholo- 
gists at work on the formula call 
this “the theory of recapitulation.” 

Figures 

In the silent days 11,500,000 kid- 
dies went to the picture theatres 
at least once each week. Sound and 
the present picture situation have 


cut that figure in half today, statis- 
ticians declare. 
On the matter of age it is cal- 


attendees 
6 and 14;! 


that 8% of the 
between 


culated 
at theatres are 


10% from 6 to 16 and 22% 6 to 18. 

Compilations by the industry’s 
specialists show that the fan pop- 
ulation in U. S. picture theatres 
has increased from 40,000,000 310 


1922 to 80,000,000 in 1930. 


Trying to Sell Mormon 
Mob Scenes for Remake 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Backers of the defunct Mormon 
Pictures Co. producers of “All 
Faces West,” are here with the film 
trying to get local producers in- 
terested in remaking the yarn. 
Picture was "produced with Salt 
Lake capital last year, and features 
Ben Lyon and Marie Prevost 
ankruptcy occured recently. 


The producers figure that the pet 
ane 


scenes are worth something 
that a new story can be written 
around them with the cast omy 
needed to fill in on close-ups. 
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“Vitaphone” is the 


with 


AMES RENNIE 


ARRY BANNISTER 
Farrell MacDonald - Bert Roach 
Based on the play by David Belasco 


John Francis Dillon Production 
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Talking 


Shorts 


*/LL TAKE THAT ONE” 


Comedy 

Mins. 

ons New York, New York 
Pathe 


George Clarke, featured, is the 
English chap who last year played 
vaudeville using a trick midget car 
as the substance of his act. This 
skit is worked up to the point where 
Clarke gets into the same car for 
the real punch of the short. But 
he credited it to Gordon Bostock, 
who produced. The action preceding 
the trick car sequence is full of 
comedy meat, 
~ Scene is laid in England, all char- 
acters use broad English, with a 
man and wife and their two chil- 
dren entering an auto sales estab- 
lishment to buy a car. After a bit 
of preliminary slapstick about en- 
tering through the revolving door, 
the two look and argue over every 
ear in the place. Meanwhile the 
kids raise havoc with all the fix- 
tures. 

After hoke wrangling over each 
car between the couple, they all set- 
tle in a small car. Husband can’t 
drive but tells the salesman he is 
an expert. Finally gets the car 
started and it wrecks the place. 
Trick manner in which the car is 
handled, its sudden spurts and re- 
versals, isn’t as effective on the 
screen as on the stage, although it 
is laughable, 

Oke support by Mamie Watson, 
as the wife, and by the two kids. 


NICK and TONY 
“Society Goes Spaghetti” 
Comedy 

20 Mins. 

Globe, New York 


Radio Picts. 


Radio sponsors this subject, fea- 
turing Henry Armetta, who was a 
comedy standout in “Little Acci- 
dent” (3). He has the same team 
mate used in an earlier short by 
Pathe. This is an enormous im- 
provement, having some good cus- 
tard pie comedy, but injured by be- 
ing stretched out to 20 minutes. 

Opens with the balloon busting 
bit and the rage of Armetta, the 
wop peddler, at innocent people he 
thinks did the damage. Leads to an 
argument with Tony, who peddles 
statuettes, with a frolic of crash- 
ing plasterware ensuing. 

Kid in a waiting limousine tries 
to buy a balloon, and the whole 
bunch floats away while Nick is 
making change. Chase follows, 
bringing on complications when the 
kid gets lost. Rich parents offer 
reward and Nick and Tony deliver 
the stray child, getting invited to 
dinner in the luxurious mansion. 

Dinner table roughhouse keeps 
the clowning running at high speed, 
foil to the spaghetti-consumers be- 
ing a haughty English butler. 
Roughest kind of strong arm fun, 
but laughable and well sustained to 
the formula chase finish. 

O. K. for neighborhoods where 
R-K-O can use such material. Be- 
tween them Radio and Pathe have 
turned out quite an assortment of 
this material. Rush, 


WILLIAM DEMAREST 
“Seeing Things” (Comedy) 
14 Mins. 

Winter Garden, New York 


Vitaphone No. 1081 


Another short in the program for 
the Jolson opening in “Big Boy.” 
Goes pretty far back for its comedy 
idea, which is based on the haunted 
house trick. 

Demarest is the legal heir of a 
rich old man who left him a fortune 
ignoring other relatives in his will. 
One condition is that he live in the 
old man’s lonely home. Other dis- 
appointed heirs scheme to frighten 
him out of the house, since his 
departure would violate provisions 
of the will and make him surrender 
the fortune in their favor. 

Takes plenty of time to plant all 
this. Then they go into the ghost 
Sequence which is acrobatic and 
funny to few people more mature 
than a_ schoolboy. All acrobatic 
knockabout and trick stuff that has 
been done scores of times. 

_Pretty feeble comedy subject and 
€ives the comedian small chance. 

Rush. 


JOHANNES BRAHMS 
usic Master Series 

12 Mins. 

Stanley, New York 


Fitzpatrick 


_Short biography in pictures and 
titles of the noted composer Brahms. 
Musical accompaniment by Nat 
Shilkret's orchestra, playing only 
Compositions by Brahms. Fairly 
interesting in its entirety. 

Record gives biographical details 
of Grahms and then flashes a still 
portrait. Goes into motion with 
Brahms characterized. Explains 
that he only had one short and un- 
fruitful romance, with a gypsy girl, 
and episode is dramatized. 

All through the musical selections 
are cued to the accompanying 


action, 


“JAY WALKER” 


Come Sketch 
9M 


Beacon, New York 
Vitaphone No. 1061 


A futuristic fantasy regarding the 
issuance of walking license for pe- 
destrians in the same manner as 
automobile licenses are now given, 
only burlesqued. Leaves the impres- 
sion it_was written during the time 
former Commissioner Grover Wha- 
len put the jay-walking ordinances 
into effect. Had it been released at 
that time it would be much more 
effective. As is it makes fair en- 
tertainmnet. Gets laughs because 
of its absurdity. 


Shows how pedestrians must get 
their “walking licenses” before go- 
ing out on the street. How they 
are properly taught to walk and 
must not interfere with automobil- 
ists. Must carry a tail light and 
put out hand when turning. 

Main character gets in trouble 
when he steps off curb at wrong 
time, thereby slowing down auto 
traffic from about 95 to 75 m. h. p. 
Cop knocks him cold. Scene changes 
to court, where charges are being 
pressed against him for jay-walk- 
ing with the drivers’ testifying 
against him. Judge gives him 90 
days as a desperate character. 
Scene changes to where it left off 
to disclose him on street. 
Court scene was a dream. Gets up 
and cop arrests him for blocking 
traffic. 

Time of action is supposedly 
1932. A bit dizzy, but its okay. 


HIGGINS and GREENE 

“Crap Game” 

Comedy 

3 Mins. 

Stanley, New York 
International Photoplay 


Just a blackout scene which ap- 
peared to be made more for ex- 
perimental purposes than anything 
else. DeForest sound equipment 
used and didn’t sound so good, Per- 
haps because the boys spoke so fast. 

Both are colored. One teaches 
the other how to play crap and 
trims him. Novice at the bones 
finally grabs all the dough and in- 
timidates the other by making be- 
lieve he has a razor. Experienced 
crap shooter finds out the other 
was only fooling and knocks him 
down. Blackout. 

Crowd a lot of gab into the three 
minutes, some of it funny. Appears 
to be sold to exhibitors along with 
another short, Conchita, a singer, 
which followed right on the heels 
of this. 


RUTH ETTING 
“Roseland” 

10 Mins. 

Winter Garden, New York 


Vitaphone No. 1041-42 


Vitaphone shorts lately have been 
running toward  superfluity of 
sketch background. This is a 
particularly flagrant example. There 
is so much sketch surrounding Miss 
Etting that her supremacy as a 
blues and ballad singer is all but 
lost. 

And such a sketch! Smart revue 
performer is saddled with a sappy 
story and finds herself cast in the 
character of a humble hostess—they 
go to the trouble of making it plain 
that the taxi dance hall has 400 
others—whose father is the door- 
man of the joint and whose sweet- 
heart is a tough chauffeur. Figure 
that for the basis of a romantic 
story. 

They must have thought well of 
the subject, for they spotted it in 
the premiere of the new Jolson pic- 
ture “Big Boy” at the Winter Gar- 
den. Anyhow, the story smothers 
what should have been a clean cut 
singing specialty. They laid the 
plot on thick and all it did was to 
delay and cut down Miss Etting’s 
enjoyable singing of two or three 
numbers, which is the real asset of 
the subject. Last number is the 
best, a jazzed arrangement of the 
tearful ballad, “Dancing With Tears 
in My Eyes.” 

Songs make the subject worth 
while, but the sketch incidentals do 
much to weaken them. Rush. 


“40 WINKS” 

Felix the Cat 
Cartoon 

6 Mins. 

Stanley, New York 


Copley 


A new cartoon series among the 
many others, labeled “Felix The 
Cat” series and designated a Pat 
Sullivan Cartoon. Main cartoon 
character is practically the same as 
that used by Aesop Fables car- 
toons which Van Bueren produces. 
This subject, though, hasn’t the 
animation that the Aesop Fables 
cartoons have. 


These cartoons are drawn more 
simply than the others. Lack pep 
ind snap Not as good as the ma- 


jority of the other cartoons, 


Miniature Reviews 


“What a Widow” (UA). 
Should equal “The Trespasser” 
with Gloria Swanson here ina 
new bright, breezy role with 


songs. Lively farce comedy. 
“Big Boy” (WB). Depends 
upon the Jolson pull. Comedy 


entertaining in hoke way, but 
production inferior to previous 
Jolson features. Spirited horse 
race finish helps. 

“Leathernecking” (Radio). 
Weak medley of horseplay and 
romantic musical comedy and 
both poor. Nearly half in 
Technicoloa for ensemble spec- 
tacles. 

“Her Man” (Pathe). New 
angle to underworld story of 
good strength. Looks like box 
office. 

“Call of the Flesh” (M-G-M). 
Money picture but can stand 
a lot of cutting. Novarro gives 
excellent performance and the 
love interest is there. 

“Last of the Duanes” (Fox). 
Grind western of that calibre. 
Sloppy piece of work in every 
respect except nature’s own 
scenery. 

“Der Tiger von Berlin” 
(Tiger Murder Case”) (Ufa). 
All-German dialog. Built for 
Germany’s home market; n. g. 
for U. S. Warped plot and bad 
staging. 


direction of 


Springs. 


DERICKSON and BROWN 


“A Song Drama” 
Songs 


7 Mins. 


Beacon, New York 
*Vitaphone No. 912 
Nothing much here. Just two 


songs by Charles Derickson in an 
exotic setting. Derickson is a for- 
mer musical comedy juve, but more 


recently has been playing vaude 
teamed up with Brown. 

Parisian apache dive is the set- 
ting. Derickson walks in wearily 
and goes into “Song of Siberia.” 
He’s dressed as a Russian and the 
lyrics bring out that he’s exiled and 
yearning for his native land. Fol- 
lows up with the passe pop “She's 
Funny That Way.” Switch in type 
of material too sudden and from one 
extreme to the other. 

Derickson has an oke tenor and 
quite powerful. Also knows the art 
of delivery. But the close ups here 
practically spoiled everything, for 
he grimaces too much and the cam- 
era shows it all clearly. In spots it 
drew giggles. 

Brown is apparently the pianist 
accompanist. No other type of en- 
tertainment included. 


“MICKEY THE ROMEO” 
Mickey McGuire Comedy 
18 Mins. 
Stanley, New York 

Radio 

Radio is putting out these Mickey 
McGuire comedies in fast order. 
This one is a corker of its kind and 
a good bet anywhere. 

Their frolic begins at a home- 
made playground. Kids do high 
dives into bath tubs, shoot the col- 
ored boy out of a barreled cannon 
and chute-the-chutes on a home- 
made contraption. Have to drum 
up biz for their playground, so two 
kids go out to scout around and 
stir up a lot of laughs doing it. 

They all go to a real amusement 
park where they are chased by two 
men whose truck load of furniture 
they dumped. Chase winds in and 
out the amusements in the park. 

All the kids are good, with 
Mickey, himself, taking first honors. 
The infant of the mob, a real tot, 
also aroused plenty laughs. 


CONCHITA 
Songs 
4 Mins. 
Stanley, New York 
International Photoplay 

Flop short. Femme in Spanish 
gown and using castanets warbling 
a Spanish song and trying to dance. 
Nothing here for anybody. 

DeForest sound equipment used. 


PATHE AHEAD ON SHORTS 


Culver City, Sept. 16. 
With 35 of its scheduled 52 short 
subjects already completed, Pathe is 
way ahead on the program sheet. 
It’s likely all the two reelers will 
be finished before the first of the 
year at the present gait of one a 
week. 


FOX AIR STORY 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Santell has been assigned 
“Squadrons” for Fox. 
It’s an air story by Elliot White 
Jules Furthman is doing 


Al 


the adaptation and dialog. 
Production starts around Oct, L 


WHAT A WIDOW 


Joseph P. Kennedy production: United 
Artists release. Gloria Swanson starred. 
Directed by Alan Dwan with Mr. Dwan 
featured billing. Original story by 
Josephine Lovett. Dialog by James 
Gleason and James Seymour. Songs by 
Vincent Youmans, who probably also wrote 
seore, with special orchestrations by Dr. 
Hugo Felix. Musical director Josiah Zuro. 


Art director, Paul Nelson (Paris). At 
preview in New York. Running time, W 
minutes. 

The Widow. Gloria Swanson 
GOETY Owen Moore 
Lew Cody 
Mer. William Holden 
Jose Herbert Braggiotti 
Nella Walker 
Masseuse 


Daphne Pollard 


Gloria Swanson has followed her 
“Trespasser” with another money 
picture, “What a Widow.” The lat- 
ter is totally distinct from the for- 
mer. In that, as much as anything, 
will Miss Swanson appeal to her 
fans. Besides she as before and in 
this story especially will be food 
for the women. Men will like it, but 
the women will love it. Whether it is 
the big money getter “The Tres- 
passer” was depends upon the thea- 
tre men. It can follow the other, 
although a second Swanson talker, 
with the edge here if the exhibs sell 
it that way. 

Rather remarkable, this Swanson 
girl. As a silent picture player ap- 
parently gaining her rep or draw 
through being a clothes horse and 
with sufficient publicity to send her 
along, Miss Swanson didn’t mean 
anymore than many others, but in 
talkers she blossomed out. 
In “What a Widow,” the range un- 
dertaken and taken care of is all 
light, sent in an altogether different 
direction from her first’ talker. 
Again she sings, with that somehow 
acquired voice of hers in a couple 
of Vincent Youmans songs that 
should develop popularity. 

A skeleton of the story will tell 
what Miss Swanson .s saddled with 
here in the way of acting and 
action. She is a youthful widow, 
imnocent in the world’s’ ways, 
who was left $5,000,000 when 
her 60-year-old husband passed 
out. Her lawyer informs her 
about the wealth in his New York 
office. Seemingly New York isn’t 
big enough for the corking looking 
widow. She says she’s going places 
to see and do things; she wants 
everything without picking up an- 
other husband; her 60-year old 
baby was enough for one girl to be- 
come nurse for, 

So she switches to Paris, to the 
dress and hat shops, the masseurs, 
the rest of it that’s there-when the 
dough is also. What a widow with 
five can do under the circumstances 
is revealed by Miss Swanson in 
rapid moving scenes. They will tell 
the foreigners that none of them 
has anything on Alan Dwan for 
swift or subtle kaleidoscopic direc- 
tion. 

This is where the femme fans will 
sigh; this widow with her coin and 
no guy to boss her. She buys and 
buys. A whole store full of shoes 
at one order. The sight may stcp 
many a bach from flopping. 

Into all of this come three men. 
The American is done by Owen 
Moore. He is a member of the 
widow's legal firm and coincident- 
ally is on the same boat for Paris, 
entrusted with the mission of look- 
ing after her. Oti..er two are a 
couple of gigs, one a Russian violin- 
ist and the second a Spanish piano 
playing warbler. Mixed in are a 
couple of _ professional dancers, 
Americans, husband and wife. 

It’s all about the nearest thing to 
genuine farce comedy the talking 
screen has seen to date. With a 
sufficient quantity of comedy. 

The widow must dodge the gigs 
while falling for the lawyer, with 
the jealous plays dovetailing be- 
tween the two pro dancers, the male 
of that combo (Lew Cody) being a 
permanent stew and his wife a 
cheater. The lawyer divorces the 
two dancers to ease up a situation, 
but decides to leave for home in a 
hurry and in a dirigible as he hears 
the widow has gone away with 
Cody. 

This is what occurred between 
the widow and Cody. It’s the big 
scene if you get it right. 

The widow thought the lawyer 
she loved had fallen for the dancer's 
wife-partner and that Cody would 
take her (the widow) to Monte 
Carlo in the chaperonic way. Widow 
is okay morally. The first cham- 
pagne ever tasted by her happened 
in Paris. She goes to Cody’s apart- 
ment. He’s on his perpetual souse 
and plies her with cocktails, not 
with any motive as drink is the only 
thing he knows, being a professional 
dancer. 

The widow also becomes soused. 
Cody drags her to bed in an inner 
room, closing the door as he stag- 
gers into the living room, to stupor 
off to sleep himself. 

In the morning when the widow 
iwakes and becomes cognizant of 
the night before, taking the worse 
for granted, she decides he must 
marry her. As they are on their 
way to secure a marriage license 
without the stew yet knowing what 
it is all about, he casually men- 
tions nothing haprened. 

That's enough. She airs him right 
in the middle of the street and 
dashes for the airplane, for her 
lawyer whom she gets before the 
plane sails. 

Start of the 


the with 


picture 


titling is not the least attractive of 
the whole. It's Comedy and Trag- 
edy in masks introducing the 
technical staff and quarrelling over 
the story to come. Flashes that way 
all through, of a big steamer leav- 
ing the dock’ arriving abroad; of 
London and Paris, and also of Bed- 


ford, Mass., the source of the 60- 
year old, his young wife and the 
coin. With elegance in the steamer 


and hotel's suites a monied widow. 

Dwan has given an unusually fast 
tempo to the entire direction. He 
weaves everything in and out. Miss 
Swanson as the joy seeking widow, 
has plenty of scope for airy playing. 
Often she is very cute in her panto 
and sallies, greatly aided of course 
by the apt dialog, while her natural- 
ness in the role is something to 
wonder at. 

Moore does a good show. Cody 
is pretty heavy even as a harmless 
stew, always fried, and the piayers 
of the foreign roles pass. 

Perhaps the story itself holds up 
the burden, for it is logical. But 
Mr. Dwan and Miss Swanson send 


it over, Sime. 
BIG BOY 
Warner Bros. production and release. ‘Al 


Jolson starred. Directed by Alan Cros- 
land. From original stage musical play 
of same name by Harold Atteridge; adapted 
by William K. Wells and Perry Vekroff. 
Running time, 68 minutes. At New York 
Winter Garden, opening Sept, 12, on grind. 


Annabel Bedford............+- Claudia Dell 
Mrs. Bedford...... Closser Hale 
Jack Bedford..... «+.-Lloyd Hughes 


...-Eddie Phillips 
«....Lew Harvey 


Coley Reed... 


John Harroa 


“Big Boy” on the screen as on 
the stage is just a setting for Al 
Jolson. It isn’t another “Sonny 
Boy” coup, but it is effective pop- 
ular entertainment. The wealth of 
comedy should insure that. It isn’t 
any special artistic triumph for Jol- 
son, but it will please the Jolson 
following. Hoke stuff sure for the 
Jolson spots and moderately strong 
in the minor stands when the com- 
edy will carry it. 

Comedy is the picture’s first as- 
set, supported by a group of dis- 
tinctly engaging musical numbers 
in the typical Jolson manner. A 
trifling, hokey story merely supplies 
a thread of narrative upon which to 
hang the Jolson witticisms and 
songs and the dramatic incidentals, 
chief of which is the grand old 
horse race finish, than which there 
is nothing in the whole realm of 
fiction more sure fire. In “Big Boy” 
the giddy-ap climax furnishes the 
fillip to the whole picture, putting 
a spirited finale to an hour of easy 
laughter and agreeable light music. 

Picture is a translation to the 
screen of a tried and tested stage 
entertainment, the translation be- 
ing contrived by strictly showman 
methods, without any literary com- 
plexes, 

Picture gets into its atmosphere 
promptly, opening with Jolson in 
his character of Gus the stable boy 
singing “Liza Lee” as the center 
of a group of other dusky grooms 
of the Bedford farm, making a cap- 
ital atmospheric start for the sub- 
ject. 

Planting of the story is pretty 
roughly accomplished, but the 
scheme has the merit of getting it 
over swiftly. Heavy menace is in- 
troduced, scheming to have another 
jockey substituted for Gus to ride 
“Big Boy” in the Kentucky Derby 
and throw the race for the gam- 
blers. 

Question is put up to the mother 
of the Bedford family, who recites 
an old story to illustrate the loy- 
alty of Gus’s father. The device 
calls for a fade-back to the crino- 
line days after the Civil War for 
much picturesque staging and a 
rather heavy handed comedy se- 
quence in which an earlier Gus out- 
wits a white bully who tries to kid- 
nap the Bedford belle. 

Incidentals make this sequence 
with Jolson leading a plantation 
chorus in a series of Negro spir- 
ituals. Handling here of songs like 
“Let My People Go” is a musical 
smash. 

Back to the main story and Gus 
is the victim of a plot to clear the 
way for the gamblers, being fired 
and turning up the night before 
Derby Day as a waiter in a Lex- 
ington hotel, where in amother com- 
edy sequence that has much of the 
two-reel comedy technique of rowdy 
fun, the blackface hero accom- 
plishes the defeat of the plotters 
and paves the way for the horse 
race finish in the closing episode. 

Finish is neatly done with an eye 
to its melodramatic effectiveness 
rather than finesse. A real horse 
race apparently has been spliced 
into the closeup shots showing Gus 
maneuvering his steed through the 
flying horses while two crooked 
jockeys attempt to block his mount 
off. Closeups are pretty unconvinc- 
ing in themselves, merely showing 
the riding Gus in the Jolson person 
from the waist up, but tricky al- 
ternate shots in middle distance of 
the galloping field, grandstand mob 
in frenzy of excitement and the 
other race scene accessories fur- 
nish a backrround that blends into 
L punch scene, 

Anti-climax bit takes something 


(Continued on page 30) 
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COMBO SLAYS 
COCK-EYED HOKE 


Titan Cuckoos Fly Into RKO Orpheum 
and Panic the Natives with the 
Wildest Layout of Hokem .. Pokem 


« Soakem Fun That Ever Wowed 
Its Way Off the Talking Screen! 


Wednesday, September 17, 1930 VARIETY 23 


- 


BON VIVANTS BELLY-LAUGHT 


Topping in Sensational Style Their 

Galloping Smash in “Rio Rita” and 
“The Cuckoos” and Clinching Their 
Right to the Title: The Greatest Team 
of Comedians on the Screen! 


i. 
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A COUPLE OF LOOSE NUTS IN PARIS! 


DOROTHY LEE Edna May Oliver Hugh Sie | | 


Leni Stengel Geerge facFarlane Roberta Robinson 


DIRECTION ...PAUL SLOANE 
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First Time 


World’s greatest de luxe theatre ever played a Serial! 


irst 
ANY big Broadway house has played a Serial! | 


And Why 


BECAUSE “The Indians Are Coming” is the heart throb of 


American life—a slashing epic of those red blooded pioneers 
who made our nation. - 


From the Story 
The all “THE GREAT WEST THAT WAS” 
thriller that will By William F. Cody 
the kids BILL) 
Based on his ownlife as a Scout of the colorful Westin the making. 
b ac k to ¢ i @ Millions who read the serial in Hearst's International Magazine 
will want to see it! : 
th eatre by the ) An exceptional cast including Tim McCoy, Allene Ray, Francis 


ofl : Ford, Don Francis, Edmund Cobb and Charles Royal, Directed 
millio ns by the master serial-maker. Henry Mac Rae. 
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For Cwn Outlet, Against Warners 


4 


Atlantic City, Sept. 16. 
_ Steel Pier may remain open over 
the winter if a deal with Par- 
amount is concluded. 

Arrangement would be for exclu- 
sive showing of Par pictures on a 
percentage basis. Par has long 
wanted its own representation in 
Atlantic City. With the Warner 
fight, this is its opportunity. 

Dancing weekends would be in- 
cluded. 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. 

Gayety, long identified here as the 
home of now defunct Columbia bur- 
lesque wheel, reopens next month 
as first-run picture house under 
management of Faber & Shea, with 
Paramount reported interested. 

Par’s decision to get an exclusive 
outlet for its product undoubtedly 
result of recent trouble with War- 
ners. With Warners controlling 
three of the downtown's five first- 
run houses, it would leave only the 
two Loew houses, Penn and Aldine, 
for Paramount, and these _ sites 
must take care of Metro, United 
Artists and Fox first. 

Gayety is an _ out-of-the-way 
house, of fairly unsavory reputation, 
with the whole thing looked upon 
here as pretty much of a gamble. 
House is undergoing extensive re- 
pairs and decorations. Name prob- 
ably will be changed. 

Management hasn’t made an- 
nouncement yet, but it is altogether 
likely that waude will augment pic- 
tures. 


Band Is Ordered Out of 
Beacon’s Pit by Union; 


Stage Band Classed 


Jack Knebell and his Filipinos 
engaged to play in the pit of the 
Beason, New York, this week as 


accompaniment fer the fasnion 
show staged at tine theatre, was 
yanked out by musicians’ union, 


Monday evening (15). Union pulled 
them out on the charge that they 
were a_ stage orchestra and not 
permitted to play in the pit orches- 
tra, as by so doing they deprived a 
licensed pit orchestra of work. The 
band possesses an A, F. M. travel- 
ing license to play in the States, 
but has no license from the N. Y. 
local No. 802. 

Beacon is ordinarily a_ straight 
sound theatre, minus orchestra. For 
the current week it had arranged 
with Oliver Olsen, district modiste 
shop, for the latter to hold a fash- 
ion show on the stage, lasting 20 
minutes, thrice daily. 

For this only Knebell’s band was 
engaged, for the pit. After the sec- 
ond show Monday, the union in- 
formed the band it must leave, un- 
der penalty of a fine. The band 
walked immediately. 

The fashion show was continued 
at the theatre as scheduled, to the 
music of an organ. 


Metro’s Unreleased Revue 
May Go to Germany 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Because Metro’s “March of Time” 
revue was finished last February, 
but remains unreleased to date, re- 
Ports are current the picture will 
be viewed only from German 
Screens, 

The film has gone through mul- 
tiple cuttings and re-takes. 

Possibility of French market be- 
ing killed for it by the unfavorable 
Parisian reception of “Hollywood 
Revue.” 

Reason for its release in the Ger- 
man, is because of the insertion of 
Paul Morgan, Teuton comic, in 50% 
of the footage. 


Boosters Underwrite Films 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 

The boosters’ club at Underwood, 

- D., near here, is determined that 
its town shall have pictures. So it 
has established a movie fund. 

The fund will help to defray the 
expenses of Showing pictures at the 
loca! theatre, which has been un- 
able to operate profitably. It also 
“a enable the house to reduce ad- 
ig to 10c. Pictures will be 

vwnh every Wednesday night. 


‘Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


(Week Sept. 19. 


Paramount —‘“‘The Spoilers” 
(Par.) 

Globe — “Africa Speaks” 
(Col). 

Roxy—“All Quiet” (U). 

Capitol—"Dough Boys” (M- 
G-M). 

Rivoli—“Monte Carlo” (Par). 

Strand — “Way of All Men” 
(CWB). 

Winter Garden—“Big Boy” 
(WB). 

Rialto — “Animal Crackers” 
(Par). 


Week Sept. 26 


Paramount — “The Virtuous 
Sin” (Par). 

Globe — “Africa Speaks” 
(Col). 

Roxy—“Big Trail” (Fox). 

Capitol — “Madam Satan” 
(M-G-M). 

Rivoli—"Whoopee” (UA). 

Strand—“Moby Dick” (WB). 

Winter Garden — “Big Boy” 
(WB). 

Rialto — “What a Widow” 
(UA). 


Pictures 


Hell’s Angels” (UA) (Cri- 
terion). 

“Hell’s Angels” (UA) (Gaie- 
ty). 


“The Big House” (M-G-M) 
(Astor). 
“Old English” (WB) (War- 


ners). 

“Abraham Lineeln” (UA) 
(Central). 

“Outward Bound” (WB) 
(Hollywood) (Sept. 17). 
“Billy the Kid’ (M-G-M) 


(Astor) (Oct. 10). 


LOWBROWINGON 
ROXY BILL AND 
OVERHEAD 


Roxy, Broadway, premier class 
house of the country may go low- 
brow. I"ox execs are now experi- 
menting with that plan, according 
to info. It’s inside that “Last of the 
Duanes,” brawny “western” film 
was purposely pushed in to find out 
how far that low brow atom can 
be expanded. 

There’s motive behind the idea 
because of the possibility of Roxy 
(S. L. Rothafel) moving out. When 
this happens the Fox execs are de- 
sirous of knowing whether that 
luxurious class and atmosphere 
which Roxy settled on the theatre 
must stay or can be swung around. 
House is geared high on the Roxy 
pattern. Fox execs are figuring ways 
and means to make possible over- 
head cuts when a-change offers op- 
portunity. 

The situatior. is further helped 
by the booking of a Universal 
serial, “Indians Are Coming.” This 
was by foxy, personally. An- 
nounced as a plan to bring back 
the kids who have been pushed out 
of film houses by sophisticated 
talkers. 

In view of the class of the Roxy, 
the booking of a serial into that 
house is considered unusual. It’s 
brought executive comment from 
many sides. One producing chief 
cited it as an indication of the big 
houses and circuits beginning to 
think back. 


CRUZE UNDER WAY 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

James Cruze has started produc- 
tion on ‘“Discontentment,” picture 
version of the stage play, “She Got 
What She Wanted.” George Ros- 
ener, author of the play, did the 
adaptation and dialog. 
3etty Compson has the lead with 
Gaston Glass opposite. Lee Tracey, 
Alan Hale and Dorothy Christy are 


also in the cast Tiffany will re- 
lease, 
2 


Ahead on Program, 
Fox Wants Quicker 


Distribution Returns 


Being ahead of its production 
schedule, Fox is anxious to obtain 
a quicker distribution return. 
Where playdates can be set ahead 
for pictures finished, this is being 
done, it is understood. 

James R. Grainger, v. p. and dis- 
tribution head of Fox, now on the 
Coast on product deals, is reported 
trying to get all accounts to take 
the Fox pictures earlier than was 
planned. 

Business is claimed having in- 
creased 40% the past six months 
over the previous half year, with 
the season of 1930-’31 giving the 
Fox product better ana wider dis- 
tribution than ever before obtained. 

Reports that Fox is taking a 
licking this. year in some situations 
through having to pass up old out- 
side accounts, including indies, in 
favor of Publix under the deal with 
that chain, are declared untrue. 
While Fox is said to be getting 
lower rentals in spots than pre- 
viously, the situations where better 
outlet and price is obtained under 
the Publix deal more than make up 
for those isolated cases. 

Fox is known to have wanted to 
continue selling some olc. indie ac- 
counts but so far as can be learned, 
refused to close ung away from 
Publix, even if situations were open. 

Neither Publix nor Loew is giv- 
ing Fox as much for the product 
in a few situations as indies did 
last year, it is understood, but 
against the majority of better 
money spots and the saving on sell- 
ing so many accounts individually, 
Fox is considerably ahead. 


BANKING MEN GO ON 
SCHLESINGER BOARD 


Norrie Sellar, George L. LeBlanc, 
William Baxter and Robert Eaton 
Saunders are newly appointed di- 
rectors on the board of Generai 
Talking Pictures. All more or less 
connected in financial circles. 

With the addition of the four di- 
rectors comes the resignation of 
Pete Woodhull, formerly exec v. DP. 
It’s in line with the corporation’s 
recent trend to. shift personnel 
gears. This is the second clutter 
in executive overhead since the 
early summer. Technicians were 
added first. Now bankers. 

Inside gives it that still another 
change may be effected on the tech- 
nital end. No date when but it’s 
pretty definite Dr. Lee De Forest. 
now on the coast, will acrobat into 
one of those voluntary resignations 
soon, 

Of the new directors, three are 
from international banking circles. 
Sellar, who is a member of the New 
York Cotton Exchange, is also as- 
sociated with E. F. Hutton and Co., 
downtown. He formerly was with 
the banking house of Dennistoun 
Cross and Company, of London. Le 
Blanc, until his recent retirement, 
was president of the Interstate 
Trust Company and former v. P. 
of the Equitable Trust Co., in charge 
of the foreign department. 

Saunders has been with G. T. P. 
for some time. He is a fellow of 
the Institute of Bankers, London, 
and is cited as a financial authority 
known here principally through his 
association with the National Bank 
of S. A., Ltd. Latter is now known 
as Barclays, 

Baxter was the N. Y. head of the 
chartered Bank of India, Australia 
and China. He has been associated 
with M. A. Schlesinger, pres. of G 
T. P. for many years, in various 
banking capacities. 


Technicians Discussing 
Film on Image Frame 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Behind the conference of coast 
technicians, producers and directors 
to be held tonight (17) at Fox Hillis, 
is the thought that it’s time to dis- 
cuss getting wide film off the sound 
track and onto image frame. 

Those with actual production ex- 
perience with film sizes above 35 
millimeters will participate in the 
conference. Aim of the conference 
is to determine the most artistic 
and effective proportions of the 
projected image, also to determine 
what adjustments will be necessary 
in photography direction art work 


A. F. of L. Charter—Unionized Singers 


A. Applies for 


Artist’s Credit on Sign 


Sign on the Winter Garden, 
New York, ballyhooing Al Jol- 
son in “Big Boy” is the first 
time a drawing along cartoon 
lines has been used as a 
Broadway flash for film. 
Scene in black on a_ white 
background shows a_ée horse 
making the turn into the back 
stretch of a race track with a 
flock of colored stable boys 
hanging on the rail and cheer- 
ing the colored jock riding the 
winner. Frank Fogerty, artist, 
has his name on the sign in a 
corner, as if it were a cartoon 
strip. 

Artist credit on a _ painted 
Broadway sign is also some- 
thing 1ew along the street, 


INDIE RUSH FOR 
NATIVE PRIDE 
COIN 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Production of Birth of 
Texas” in that state with local 
capital, under supervision of Trem 
Carr, indie producer, has encour- 
aged numerous short roll boys to 
take to the highways in search of 
regional money. 

Producers have for some time 
been out of luck for production 
dough hereabouts. They figure now 
that they can go. into communities 
or states remate from Hollywood 
and grab off production money with 


community pride as their aid. Two 
are already on their way to the 
northwest hoping to get cattle and 
wheat ranchers interested. 

Most shoestringers look to the 
northwest as a fertile field, the na- 
tives there having had a taste of 
pictures via locations of Fox’s “Big 
Trail.” Once the peasants get a 
look at a camera the boys believe, 
they’re hooked. 

Vancouver is also on the list, and 
one producer is there now using 
the quota gag as his bally. Re- 
cently several Vancouver business 
men were in Hollywood asking 
questions about picture produc- 
tion, with an eye to building a 
studio. The studio they said would 
be located in a new subdivision 
which would be touted as a Cana- 
dian Hollywood. 

However the Canadians were only 
interested in renting the studio after 
it was equipped and weren't in for 
financing productions, so local pro- 
motors went cold. 

Another producer has hied to 
Kentucky, where he plans promot- 
ing wealthy colored business men 
for production of a picture based 
on the life of Fooker T. Washing- 
ton, It’s understood that he has 
the backing of a colored newspaper 
published in Louisville. 

Most of the boys out for these 
propositions are former indie pro- 
ducers who haven't been in produc- 
tion since the first rush to sound. 


Amos-Andy Preview 


Will Radio Pictures preview 
“Amos ‘'n’ Andy” in the little town 
of South Bend, or not? 

Not, is the latest answer. 

How come they picked out that 
place in the first instance in at- 
tributed to the length of the picture 
and its reels of talk. Better a quiet 
town like South Bend than a gos- 
sipy city like Chicago. 

But now, it develops, so many 
glowing reports have been coming 
in from Radio’s coast studioites 
that th® boys in the home office 
feel success is in the air for “Ra- 
dio’s shaft of black lightning for 
Broadway.” 

When Amos and his friend Andy, 
reach Broadway depends upon hew 


soon plasterers can finish their 
work in the renovated Columbia 
burlesque house. Then, according 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 
The Musical Artists Guild, new 
local organization for concert and 
choral singers and musicians, has 
applied to the American Foderation 
of Labor for a charter. At a ineste 
ing held last night (15) in ltolly- 


wood, wires were read from DPresi- 
dent Green, A. F. of L., and C. C, 
Hines, secretary of the Los Angeles 
Central Labor Council, waich indi- 
cated a charter would be granted. 

If the charter goes through, it will 
force all picture companies, radio 
stations, clubs and other organiza- 
tions employing singers to use union 
talent. 

Behind the movement for a char- 
ter is Glen Ellison, concert and 
vaudeville singer; T. Percival Ger- 
son and Nathan Courtwright, 
founders of the Hollywood Bowl; 
Homey Grunn and many others. 

Movement starts in a fertile field 
here where practically all radio and 
concert work is done gratis in hope 
of someday getting a break in pic- 
tures. 

Ham and Eggs 


Meeting started with a speech by 
Rupert Hughes, who claimed that 
until Writers were organized they 
were legitimate prey for anyone 
who wanted a speech for nothing. 
Biggest slam was aimed against the 
Friday Morning Breakfast Club, lo- 
cal business men’s organization, 
which is a glorified rotary club. 
Breakfast Club weekly features a 
musical program for which the 
artists get paid off in ham and eggs. 

All Los Angeles clubs came in 
for a general panning as also did 
artists who donate their services 
gratis. 

Most of the singers and musicians 
in attendance admitted that they 
came out here for picture work and 
now that musicals are in the minor- 
ity ‘find pickings very tough. 

Several teachers from local public 
schools and universities were pres- 
ent but shied at the union angle. 

Musical Artists Guild started 
about two weeks ago and already 
has over 100 members. 


Billposter’s Judgment 
Of $108,705 Against Fox 
From Breached Contract 


A judgment has been entered 
against the Fox Theatres for $108,- 
705 in favor of the Fiegel Corp., 
New York. It’s on a contract held 
by Fiegel for five years, covering 
the billposting display for New York 
houses and abrogated by Fox under 
its new regime. 

The contract had gone two years. 
The Fiegel job was to post three 
sheets for each of the Fox houses 
in New York and the Bronx: the 
Fox offices to supply the posters. 

It was recently announced Fox 
was discontinuing the use of bill- 
boards. 

lox has applied to reopen the 
case, stopping sheriff's proceedings 
to satisfy the judgment. 


FOX W.C. OVERHEAD CUTS 
TO KEEP LOWERED NET 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

General cut in overhead over all 
departments of Fox West Coast is 
in swing. Started about two weeks 
ago with an official say-so, Every 
department and theatre is to be 
gone over, even the insurance end. 
Latter so that exces can see 
whether this item can be cut too, 

Official info is that a recent sur- 
vey showed the chain to be geared 
higher than last year with every- 
thing about 10% increased, except 
the advertising. While higher that 
is correspondingly not so big on the 
growth. Aim is official that adver- 
tising everywhere must stand with- 
in a 10% ratio. 
Inside is that W. C. is showing 
less weekly net than that same pe- 


riod last year. Execs are laying 
this to higher overhead. 
Under the plan now in swing 


certain execs are to tour the circuit 
and do doctoring wherever it may 
be found to be needed, Houses are 


and sound recording, to present plans, it is to be re-|to be revaluated and repairs and 
Conference was called by the/|leased simultaneously in 200 other |renewals expected to be cut. No 
technicians branch of the Academy.j big houses throughout the country.| mention made of releasing any help, 
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26 VARIETY 


PICTURES 


Wednesday, September 17, 1930 


Hollywood 


Bulletins 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printad 
each Saturday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrap jer upon the regular 


weekly “Variety.” 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be fourd in that customary 


department. 


New Paramount plan of executive 
plan of executive operation insti- 
tuted by Walter Wanger for east- 
ern and western studios calls for 
fewer associate producers and cen- 
tralization of executive powers here 
under a board of control. Ail scripts 
for both studies will be cleared 
through the execs in Hollywood. 
Under the new management the 
only two associate producers at the 
Hollywood studios will be Louis D. 
Lighton and E. Lloyd Sheldon. Ju- 
lian Johnson will produce one 
more, then operate an _ associate 
story editor and associate editorial 
supervisor. 


Columbia's “Last of the Lone 
Wolf” is supposed to be localized 
in that “mythical kingdom of Syl- 
vania,” but a railroad scene shows 
the Union Pacific shield on one of 
the trains—first time a studio has 
let that much leak out about ‘where 
this joint is. 


Players who grew muffs for at- 
mospheric parts in Fox's “Big 
Trail” are refusing to go near bar- 
ber shops. They hope a stage pro- 
log will go with the picture at its 
opening here and that they and the 
beards will be declared in. 


Loretta Young replaces Con- 
gtance Cummings as femme lead 
opposite Ronald Colman in UA’s 
Lonsdale’s picture, tentatively 
ealled “The Prodigal.” This fol- 
lows the halting of production after 
two weeks and replacement of Di- 
rector Irving Cummings’ with 
George Fitzmaurice. Myrna Loy 
goes in instead of Johnne Clair, 
among other changes, 


Henry Duffy resumes Coast pro- 
duction with Bert Lytell in “Broth- 
ers,” opening at the Alcazar, San 
Francisco Oct. 1. Grace Mencken is 
feature’. 


Daniel L. O’Connor, miniature 
golf financier, has requested bank- 
ruptcy. 


Cafe and roof garden to cost 
$100,000 will be constructed atop the 
Dyas Building at Hollywood and 
Vine. Herman Miller is promoting. 


Radio will resume foreign produc- 
tion with direct shooting instead of 
dubbing as formerly. Tentative 
plans call for all production in Eu- 
rope at a central studio, located 
either in Paris or London. 


Believing the anti-death theme of 
“Outward Bound” too complex for 
the regular trade, Warners is fig- 
uring on a $1.50 top run at the 
Biltmore here to catch the class 
business. 


Walter Huston will be starred by 
Columbia in “Criminal Code.” 
Huston is reported getting around 
$40,000 as his slice. 

Metro Janded the rights to “It’s 
a Wise Child,’ although Universal 
was in the building. Price is re- 
ported at $50,000. Hays office has 
frowned on the title, so Metro will 
change it and also cut out the baby 
angle. Lawrence Johnson,’ author 
of the piece, is engaged to do the 
more conventional version. 


Universal has finally closed for 
picture rights to the stage play, 
“Half Gods.” Production starts 
next month. 


Charles McClintock, agent for the 
“Dishonored Lady” company, is out 
$100 after a conference with a stick- 
up man outside of his hotel. 


Joe Frisco is doing a dame in 
Warner short, “Border Patrol.” 

Fox reported bringing out Louis 
Mann for a talker version of ‘The 
Music Master.” Same studio made 
the meller silent three years ago. 


After being peddled around sev- 
eral studios, “Big Business Girl,” 
anonymously written mag _ serial, 
has been bought by Warners. 


Production of Harold Lloyd’s 
“Feet First” finishes this week. 
It’ll be previewed in 12 reels with 
further cutting bringing it down 
to 10. 


Choice of stage or pit bands to 
-aecompany the opening of “The Big 
Trail” (Fox) at the Chinese, Oct. 2, 


-*now rests. between George Olsen 


-and the Indian Reservation band. 


Charles Lamont has been added 
to the writing staff of Universal, 
He previously directed for Educa- 
tional. 


Until recently manager of the 
R-K-O San Diego, Jack Edwards is 
going back to that town as man- 
ager of Fred Segal’s Spreckles the- 


atre. Mike Newman, whose job 
Edwards takes, will handle distri- 
bution of state-righters for Segal. 


Mike Boylan, who left Fox several 
months ago, is going back on the 
lot to do editerial work on the cut- 
ting of “The Big Trail.” Boylan 
now rates as a script doctor. 


Dick Keene has secured a six 
months’ leave of absence from Fox 
to go east and do a show. He has 
been cast in “Mr. Cinders” by 
Dillingham. 


Mildred Harris Chaplin guests 
with the Savoy Players at San 
Diego week of Sept. 22. Piece is 
“Dear Me.” 


“The Single Sin,” original story 
by A. P. Younger, went into pro- 
duction Monday at Tiffany with 
Phil Rosen directing. Jack Mulhall, 
June Collyer and Doris Kenyon are 
cast. 


“The Missing Witness” at the 


| Egan closed last week with the 


house staff left in the cold for sal- 
aries. Staff filed .claims with the 
State Labor Commission, with 
amounts due ranging from $29 to 
$49. Most of the cast was working 
gratis, 


Paramount will do Michael Ar- 
len’s “Cavalier of the Streets.” 
Jeannie MacPherson is set for the 
script. 


J. K. McGuiness, finished as one 
of Fox’s associate producers, is 
leaving here this week for a Euro- 
pean trip. Mrs. McGuiness will ac- 
company. 


Stage prolog with “Birth of a 
Nation” closed at the Geary, San 
Francisco, Saturday. 


Kid part has been written into 
F.N.’s German version of “Way of 
All Men” to give Leon Janney a 
chance in that language. Youngster 
will be the only American in the 
cast. 


Marion Davies is expected back 
in Hollywood next week after a 
three months’ vacation in Europe. 


Jack Oakie’s next will be “Only 
Saps Work” for Par. 


Oliver Morosco’s’ six-weeks-old 
stock company closed at the Mis- 
sion theatre, Long Beach, 


Warners has decided to spot 
Grant Withers in the fat part of its 
next air picture. William Wellman 
will meg. Picture is based on the 
balloon section of the air forces. 


John Wayne will be featured in 
“The Painted Woman” by Fox, with 
Irving Cummings at the meg. Yarn 
is from a short story by Larry 
Evans, 


Major studios have passed the 
word along that their players and 
directors should cease lending their 
names to minnie golf courses. Idea 
is based on “Don’t bite the hand,” 
etc. 


Arthur Collin’s cast for “Death 
Takes a Holiday” has Carmel Myers 
in the femme lead and Betty Ross 


Clark, Mary Alden, Cosmo Klye 
Bellew, Helene Sullivan, Alfred 
Hickman and Roland Drew. Show 


opens at the Columbia, Frisco, com- 
ing here to the Biltmore, Sept. 28. 

Carl Laemmle, Jack Ross, his 
secretary and Dave Bader, left here 
for New York Sunday. Laemmle 
will be in the east for three months, 

Edgar Allam Woolf, who started 
leaving for the east two weeks ago, 
is still in town. Reason is a couple 
of picture deals are pending. If 
they blow it’s eastward bound for 
him within the next week. 

On her return from person ap- 
pearances in the east, Fifi Dorsay 
will be spotted in a French farce, 
“She Wears the Pants,” by Fox. 
Orders from the office are to make 
it spicy. Miss Dorsay will be gone 
six weeks. 


Adela Rogers St. John’s “Free 
Soul” is again up for filming by 
Metro. Yarn was scheduled for 
production four years ago but never 
got past the conference stage. 
Phil Dunning was borrowed from 
UA to make the adaptation. An- 
other story intended for filming in 
the silent days and put off Is 
“World's Tlusion,” by Jacob Was- 


serman. It also is scheduled for 
production. 
Newsreel policy at Fox-West 


Coast’s President, downtown, goes 
out Wednesday (17), with the 
sounded “Birth of a Nation” going 


in. Picture was previously reported 
going in the Biltmore. President 
will probably go grind after the run 
of “Nation.” 


Record of film used in a feasire 
comedy is claimed by Roach, who 
has exposed 700,000 feet on the five 
versions of “The Rap.” 


Cornell Woolrich, Louis Weitz- 
genkorn, Sam Hoffenstein and Ar- 
thur Kober have been added to 
Par’s writing staff. 


Five song numbers, originally 
spotted in FN’s “Going wWlic,” are 
out but one, a comedy number sung 
by Joe E. Brown. 


Winnie ‘Sheehan, Raoul Waish 
and Archie Buchanan previewed 
both “The Big Trail’ and “Just 
Imagine” in Oakland, not daring to 
get a load anywhere in the local 
vicinity. 


George and Ira Gershwin aren't 
coming west to confer on the story 
and score they’re doing for Fox. 
Plans call for the conferences to 
take place in the east, with How- 


ard Green, the director, hopping 
there, 
Warners is seeking something 


light again for John Barrymore, 
planning to alternate him in com- 
edies and dramas. 


Paramount paid 
Dashiell Hammett’s “The Glass 
Key” in galley proofs. Hammett is 
already on the Par staff. 


$25,000 for 


Too many snags in dialog rights 
spoiled M-G’s plan for a _ talker 
“Monte Cristo.” 


There was a cash settlement be- 
tween Par and J. G. Bachman, as- 
sociate producer. After a Europeon 
jaunt Bachman may go to Metro as 
an associate producer, 


John Ford will direct another 
submarine story for Fox. Set for 
“Seas Beneath,” with Warren Hy- 
mer in it. ia 


Maddux Air Lines and Western 
Air Express will merge operations 
from Los Angeles to the middle 
west, using the more central Mad- 
dux fields. Maddux, western divi- 
sion of TAT, takes advantage of 
WAE’s air-mail contracts. 


Substituting a 3-to-4 tea hour 
instead of noon lunch period is the 
new production kink Fox is trying 
out on the “Stolen Thunder” unit. 
Shooting stops at 3 p. m., rehearsals 
for next day from 4 to 6p. m. Idea 
is to have takes with the actors 
fresh, eliminating renearsa! fatigue. 
Attempt will be made to shoot the 
film in 18 days in straight contin- 
uity. 


Earl Carroll, out for a couple of 
film names for “Personalities,” is 
said to be interested in° Greta 
Garbo, Clara Bow, Jeannette Mac- 
Donald, John Barrymore, Will 
Rogers and Laurel and Hardy and 
will use at least one. His bid’ of 
$12,500 on Barrymore was an- 
swered with a $20,000 request. 


Universal shelving “Saint 
Johnson,” after paying $15,000 for 
it, before publication. Another 
oh is sought for Edward Laem- 
mile, 


Dale Van Every is out at Metro 
after three years writing scripts. 


Reginald Denny plays opposite 
Mary Pickford in “Kiki” if he fin- 
ishes in “Jenny Lind” (M-G) _ in 
time. 


FOX OLD SCALE 
0-75 GOES BACK 


October is slated to bring back 
old rates admission scales at all 
Fox houses. 

The cut rate walks out under 
terms of a product deal made for 
Paramount films in Fox houses. 
Elimination of cut rates was a con- 
dition imposed by P-P before sell- 
ing to Fox. 

The first house returning to 
former fares is the Fox, Brooklyn, 
week Oct. 3. Fox prices will be 
50-75, now 25-50. 

In view of the impending Fox- 
Loew partnership arrangement, the 
Par product deal with Fox in 
Brooklyn takes on_ importance. 
There is the likelihood of M-G-M 
shifting its first grade product to 
the Fox from the Metropolitan, 
Brooklyn. 


‘Luxury’ Shelved 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
After several weeks of prepara- 
tion Fox decided to shelve “Lux- 
ury,” which Guthrie MecClintic was 
to direct. 
Instead, McClintic will do “Once 
a Sinner,” original by George Mid- 


dleton. 


Social Side 


of Filmdom 


(IN THE EAST) 


Warners basketball team under 
the guidance of Jules Girdin will 
play its first inter-office game the 
last week in September. Team in- 
cludes two former stars from the 
old Passaic High School team, one 
former Commerce star, an A. E. F. 
star, three college champs and 
ethers who know their basketball 
court, if no other. 

Other film groups wishing to com- 
pete in a film basketball league can 
communicate with Mr. Girdin, War- 
ner building. 


‘Tennis Tossers 


Par’s team of tennis hopefuls, 
captained by that dynamic wielder 
of pen and racquet, Frank Vreeland, 
fcund that the Fox tossers knew 
something at the Fleetwood courts. 
The Fox mob, captained by Fred 
Bullock, copped in the inter-film 
tournament. Margin narrow, four 
games to three. 

Fox bunch are elated at the vic- 
tory but are not banking too much 
on it, as they are giving Par a re- 
turn match at Hamilton Courts a 
few weeks hence. 


Warners Talking! 


Phyllis Perlman, formerly p.a. for 
“50 Million Frenchmen,” just back 
from Paree and discovered plenty 
...Rotund Archie Mayo, director 
for Warners, is in Europe vacation- 
ing with his yes-mammy...Joe 
Leese blew a lot showing his fotks 
around town the other day...Harry 
Kalmine, handling theatres in Jer- 
sey City for the Stanley Company, 
finally fell. Married...Harold Mi- 
risch, another faller, a New York 
girl in Memphis...Sam_ Carlisle, 
comptroller for Warners, insists his 
idea of a tragedy is to work for 
your board and then lose your appe- 
tite...Ronnie Madison has left 
Warners for a contract with the 
“Street Scene” company...Joe Rif- 
ken was formerly bandmaster of 
the Pathe Club. orchestra...The 
good old days! Jean Coogan riding 
around in his 1920 Cadillac...They 
say that Gilbert (F.N.) Golden is 
a little dandruff trying to get ahead 
...Walter Meyers’ (booking) new 
steno is a peach plus. Label is Bee 
Greenwald and oke for the Warner 
Club Gaieties’ chorus! 


From Dinner to Dance 


Universal Club*begins its fall sea- 
son tonight (17) with a dinner at 
Longchamps Restaurant, 57th street. 
Herman Stern is president. After 
the dinner, to the U offices for a 
dance. 


Fox Bowlers 


Moe Krane, bowling manager of 
Fox, says entries plentiful for tour- 
nament early in Oct. Games at 
Dwyer’s every Wednesday night 
with 10 or 12 three-men teams rep- 
resenting the departments. About 
30 prizes, good news ‘or R. B. Si- 
monson, Wesley Wycoff and George 
Eisele, Auditing team rollers, who 
finished in the money last season. 


The Daab’s Moving 
Hy Daab is still convincing some 
of the exhibs that “Titan” isn’t a 
red haired damsel. 
The Daabs have taken a house in 
Scarsdale, walking on Westport. 
Nearer to daughter’s school. 


Metro Mumbles 


Conrad Nagel visited Metro’s pub- 
licity department...Tina Kriesberg 


of the Library, bought two books, 
both authored by Don Henderson 
Clarke. The “Metro Spirit!”...Don 
Henderson Clarke says he likes this 
column very much...Don Hender- 
son Clarke’s latest best seller be- 
tween covers is “Millie’...The 
beaut blonde at the publicity in- 
formation is Vivian Matlau. She 
makes visitors forget. When Nagel] 
called she asked him how he spelt 
his name, But still on the job... 
A new comedian in the Metro pub: 
licity forces. Arthur Sheekman. He 
has conundrum ....Mysterious some- 
one continues to send Nathalie 
Hammerstein (no relation) flowers, 
Probably a florist...Val Lewton is 
soon to become a pap. Boy he bets 
..-Morris Alin, editor of Metro's 
house organ, “The Distributor,” 
claims his name has never been in 
“Variety.” It’s the old stuff... 
Bright hopes for reorganizing the 
ohce abandoned “Loew’s Metro” 
club...Metro tennis champs all het 
up over tennis matches. ..Office em- 
ployees singing the songs from the 
“Second Little Show.” Smart staff 
...Harry Blair spent a month in 
Gay Paree and hopes to go there 
again...Marigold Ball returned 
from her vacation, feeling fine and 
dandy. 


Snappy “Club News” 


Members of the Warner Club will 
attend a dance on the roof of Hotel 
Pennsylvania on the eve of Sept, 
25. Discussion of re-election of of- 
ficers and dancing. 

First issue of the “Club News” 
under the editorship of Al Zimbalist 
and Sid Rechetnik will be in the 
hands of the Warner members three 
days before the meeting. “Club 
News” is a snappy (not sappy) 
magazine of info abant and for 
members. Peach house organ. 


Cc. E. Goldie,.Fox publicity, spent 
his vacation in Montreal. Not one 
post-card of “wish you were here.” 
But he told them plenty when back, 


Nationally 

Warner Brothers Club will be 
representative 100% of subsidiaries 
with the admission of the Bruns- 
wick employees. At the time the 
club is being stretched nationally so 
as to cover Warnerites wherever 
they may be. Elections take place 
in October. Jack Gilbert is the 
present chairman. 


NEW COLOR PROCESS 
SECRETLY UNDER WAY 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Stewart-Warner, automotive 
equipment company, been 
working secretly on a new color 
film process, It is still in the stages 
of experimentation, with none of 
the Stewart-Warner officials willing 
to comment, 

It is learned the color has been 
made at the Atlas Studios in Oak 
Park, Chi suburb. Outdoor shots 
were taken at the McCormick coun- 
try estate. 

According to reports, picture is 
taken with camera which requires 
two lenses. Film removed from 
camera appears like ordinary film. 
When print is dipped in a solution 
the color is immediately brought 
out. 


Picture Possibilities 


in this play. 


dicate pictures, 


screen as on the stage. 


Biltmore). 


“THE RHAPSODY” 


é 


“The Long Road”—Unfavorable 
“THE LONG ROAD” (Drama, Herman Gantvoort, Longacre). 
Scenes of war wounded have been done before. 
Rest not so good for pictures. 


One scene of that 
lbee. 


“That’s Gratitude”’—Unfavorable 
“THAT'S GRATITUDE” (Comedy Drama, John Golden, Golden). Al- 
though the play is gaggy and has fine humor, the action does not in- 
Suspense is lacking. 


“Up Pops the Devil”—Favorable 
“Up POPS THE DEVIL” (Comedy, Lee Shubert, Masque). 
Should make a good program picture, with as many laughs on the 


“The Up and Up”—Unfavorable 
“THE UP AND UP” (Comedy drama, E. A. Blatt and M. J. Nicholas, 


' Might be worked into a fair picture, but needs plenty of revision. 


Ibee. . 


“With Privileges”—Unfavorable 
“WITH PRIVILEGES” (Comedy drama, Adler & Gerton, Vanderbilt). 
Nauseous play without chance either way. 


lbee. 


“The Rhapsody”—Unfavorable 


(George M. Cohan, Cort). 
The plot is too mixed to warrant strong consideration. 
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Will Hit 50,000,000 
Between the Eyes! 


Cd Big hits of 1930, move¥over !and make ‘room {for “Extravagance,” one of the Sixteen, 
special specials on the Tiffany ‘program @ Millionaire fashions., ‘Gorgeous ‘models.. 
Goldeti backgrounds, Luxuries guaranteed to dfaw the women back into the theatre! 
Atid’s plot so vital_ it’s a pleasute. The story"of a luscious lady who buys and buys 


and_buys:, Romance. Humor. Tragedy. Punch! @ Done to a turn by a huge cast.. Headed. 


by “peaches-and-cream_ June Collyer: The gal turned royalty’s head will turn yours 


—and your patrons! 


@ Are American 


“+ with JUNE COLLYER - OWEN MOORE + DOROTHY 
CHRISTY - LLOYD HUGHES - JAMESON THOMAS 
- GWEN LEE = director Phil Rosen * story by A. P. Younger 


OF THE 16 T| 


SPECIALS FROM 


womenextravagant? They'll eat this alive! 
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“Here's a Western. The shoot- 
in-est,hardest riding cowboy 
thriller since good old Bill 
Hart. Good story played in 
modern style with a light- 
mess and freshness which is 


convincing. Scenery is mag- 
mnificent.” —-Wew York Mirror 


“Dashing Western picture, 
full of clattering horses, Ari- 
zona landscapes, horses and 
riders turning somersaults 


down precipitous banks.” 
—Wew York Evening Post 


“Hard riding, fast shooting, 
fine scenes. Well told story 
with clever groupof players.” 
—Wew York Times 


Now at the 


ROX 


_28 VARIETY Wednesday, September 17, 1930 
66 99 
Here’s 
Says the New York Mirror. 


ZANE GREY’S 


Great Outdoor Romance 


George O’Brien 
LUCILE BROWNE, 
MYRNA LOY 


WALTER MecGRAIL 


Directed by 
ALFRED WERKER 
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PICTURES 


VARIETY 


UNION TROUBLES 


Reports coming in from all parts 

ot the country to both the New 
York home offices of the American 
Federation of Musicians and the In- 
ternational Alliance (stage hands 
and picture operators) up to yester- 
day (16) indicated acute conditions 
in a number of cities, with the mu- 
sicians more vitaily affected than 
the I. A. men. 
' As matters stand, things loomed 
up darkest for the musicians in 
Philadelphia, Washington and New- 
ark, where failure to reach any 
agreement may eventually reach 
larger proportions through sympa- 
thetic union strikes and walkouts. 

No general strike call is necessary 
for Philadelphia, where a _ local 
federation has power to plan and 
carry on such drastic measures. 
president Joseph Weber, A. F. of M., 
was due back in New York yester- 
day from Chattanooga, where a 
committee from Philly was expected 
to confer with him. The musicians 
there wanted an extension to talk 
the thing over, but the managers 
turned them down. The managers 
want a reduction in house numbers. 

In Newark conferences are on for 
all points, with Fux Terminal one 
of the most contested; the musi- 
cians want a 10-piece orchestra 
there. Musicians may go out next 
Saturday. 

In Washington the union men are 
still at work pending conferences 
on a two weeks’ extension. 

In Detroit a two weeks’ notice 
went out to the I, A. men, effective 
Sept.. 30. The musicians went out 
on strike last Thursday. 

In Boston the’ musicians are ne- 
gotiating. In St. Louis they are out 
and have been since Labor Day, 
with Mutual (burlesque) giving only 
local stage show. . The legit situa- 
tion there is not cleared. May be 
settled, as managers insist on a 25- 
week season and the union wants 
30 weeks with full pay. 

Not considered acute for stage 
hands in Minneapolis, but bad for 
musicians. A similar condition ex- 
ists in Kansas City, where the op- 
erators have asked for $2.50 in- 
crease for assembling films and a 
relief man. 

In Jersey City the musicians have 
been in contract negotiation. Noth- 
ing serious. No stage hand trouble. 

In Albany an operators’ commit- 
tee was sent to New York to confer 
yesterday (16) with Warner Bros. 
and R-K-O offices. Operators want 
four men classified as full journey- 
men instead of three as now, with 
an alternate apprentice. 

Milwaukee operators settled some 
conditions, w it h_ consideration 
granted neighbs’ concession, with 
matter to be straightened out when 
business warranted. 

In Bridgeport, Conn., seven the- 
atres returned operators and stage 
hands to work yesterday (16), with 
seven others negotiating. The en- 
tire 14 houses had locked out the 
union men, charging violations of 
agreement. 

I. A. office yesterday received 
word from Los Angeles the stage 
hands had effected contract agree- 
ment throughout entire city. The 
differences with operators not set- 
tled. The latter are after a new re- 
lief man condition and a $5 increase 
in deluxe houses. 

Musicians out in Montreal combo 
houses. Trouble in Hamilton, Can., 
quite serious with operators. 

Syracuse stage hands sent a com- 
mittee to New York last week for 
conference with George Skouras 
(Warner), Joseph Vogel (Loew) and 
David E. Chatkin (Publix), and a 
compromise was effected, men go- 
ing back to work last Thursday. 
The musicians are still battling for 
Small house adjustments, 

Utica, N. Y., reported Warners 
and Fox dismissing musicians and 
Stage hands, 

Baltimore reported a deadlock 
with local legits and musicians. 
Operators and stage hands effected 
& compromise in deluxe picture 
houses last week. 


Philadelphia, Sept. 16. 

The long-projected strike of Mu- 
Sicians’ Union, Local 77, went into 
effect after last Thursday night's 
Performances in the Stanley-War- 
ner and Fox houses. Following a 
truce from Labor Day up to the 
llth, during which time no agree- 
ment could be reached, the strike 
started Friday morning 

Dispute between the maaagers 
and the musicians is based upon the 
number of men for which the union 
demands employment. The union 
insists upon a renewal of the same 
contract enforced last year, whereby 
the Stanley-Warner Company em- 
Ploys 200 men and the Fox upwards 


of 50. This season the Warner 
Company declares that it can only 
find employment for 89 odd men, 
while Fox has announced its inten- 
tion of eliminating its pit orchestra 
in favor of a stage band of 20 pieces. 

William Goldman, speaking for 
the Stanley-Warner Company, said 
“there was absolutely no work for 
a large number of musicians for- 
merly employed. For a period of 
almost a year the company has kept 
on its payroll about 125 men to 
whom it has been unable to furnish 
employment. 


“This represents a cost of almost 
$500,000. For example, at one thea- 
tre (the Aldine is meant) which has 
been closed for 40 weeks, this com- 
pany has paid $11,000 a week to mu- 
sicians who have no work to do. 

“The result is in no way the fault 
of the men, but it clearly is not 
neither of the Stanley-Warner Com- 
pany. We cannot set back the 
wheels of progress and substitute 
silent pictures which our patrons 
do not want. Nor is it possible for 
this company to pension indefinitely 
the musicians who thus find them- 
selves out of work.” 


Settlement Suggestion 


A compromise was proffered by 
Dr. Theodore Feinman, leader of 
the Philharmonic Society of Phila- 
delphia and a member of the Mu- 
sicians’ Protective Association, to 
the effect that the musicians accept 
a reduction in the minimum wage 
rate from $80 a week to $50, and 
that the theatre owners employ a 
greater number of musicians at a 
lower wage, thus reducing unem- 
ployment among the union mem- 
bers. There is no indication that 
his suggestion would be considered 
by either party. 

There has been a rumor that the 
operators would join the musicians 
in their strike, but the theatre 
owners do not appear to be taking 
this threat seriously. Though the 
strike has eliminated their need, the 
stage hands have been retained on 
both the Stanley-Warner and Fox 
payrolls in recognition of the fact 
that the quarrel is entirely without 
their province. 


Kansas City, Sept. 16. 
Theatrical labor matters here still 
unsettled. Meeting with interna- 
tional officials to be held this week. 
All houses as usual. 


Montreal, Sept. 16. 

All vaude bills at Imperial and 
Loew’s theatres, two main stem 
combo houses here, have been can- 
celled for the balance of current 
week (13) and for the following 
week owing to musicians’ strike. 

Latter’s contract with Capitol ex- 
pired Aug. 31, and was not renewed. 
They called for court of arbitration 
to decide whether contract should 
be continued. Capitol manager re- 
fused to entertain demand and mu- 
sicians called out all orchestras at 
two Famous Players theatres bal- 
ance being talkers. 

No sign of any compromise or 
settlement being reached and if con- 
tinued will mean exclusion of Mon- 
treal from vaude circuit. Gayety 
(burlesque) not affected. 


Hamilton, Can., Sept. 16. 

The latest in the war between in- 
dependent exhibitors of Hamilton, 
and the labor unions was the arrest 
of William P. Covert, third Interna- 
tional vice-president of the I. A. T. 
S. E., on a charge of intimidation 
preferred by Anthony Patzalek, own- 
er of a Hamilton theatre who told 
the police that Covert had made 


the following statement: “You 
don’t want a taste of Chicago, do 
you?” 


This occurred during an argument 
over the continued employment of 
non-union operators, Patzalek said. 
Covert denied the charge when ar- 
rested, 

A week previously, 
theatre here, was dynamited. 
Manager William Yates of the 
Queen’s declared that other out- 
rages had occurred there, including 
the slashing of the screen, wrecking 
of the projection room equipment 
and smashing of windows. 


the Queen’s 


Newark, N. J., Sept. 16. 

Dispute between the musicians 
and managers has not yet been set- 
tled and the truce lasts this week 
until Saturday. The union is strong- 
ly holding out for a 52-week with 
no cancellation clause, while the 
managers are determined to block 
this demand. 

All the circuits are now united in 
opposing the unions. At present it 
looks as if there might be a fight 


but in the past peace has come 
when things looked blackest. 

Rivoli Amusement Co. through 
Merritt Lane, counsel, secured an 
injunction against Motion Picture 
Machine Operators’ Union, Local 
244, its officers and members, from 
interfering with employees of the 
Rivoli and Ironbound, operated by 
the complainant. 

Rivoli company maintains that on 
Aug. 16 Daniel J. Hennessy, general 
manager, served notice on the union 
they would employ two instead of 
four operations, and if this was not 
allowed he would dispose of all by 
Aug. 31. Sept. 1 no operators ap- 
peared, and he was obliged to em- 
ploy others. One, it is asserted, was 
beaten up and salt water was placed 
on the wires, while on other occa- 


sions the wires were atampered | 


with. 

As soon as the injunction was 
granted, the company settled its dis- 
pute with the union, which replaced 
four union operators. 


Syracuse, Sept. 16. 

Settlement of the differences be- 
tween the Fox-Eckel, Warners 
Strand and Paramount theatres and 
the Stage Hands Union on Saturday 
left the local Rialto with a single 
major labor controversy holding 
over, that between the same houses 
and the musicians. 

The stage hands union won a 
clear cut decision in its bout with 
the three houses, placing a mainte- 
nance man back in the Fox theatre 
and two men, electrician and car- 
penter, in the Paramount and 
Strand. The Eckel had sought to 
eliminate its single man, and the 
others contended that one employe 
was sufficient. The three houses had 
been operating without stage hands 
since Labor Day. 

The organist situation continues 
unchanged, with the consoles at the 
Strand and Eckel unoccupied; Para- 
mount has no organ and has ig- 
nored the union demand that one be 
installed, 


Utica, N. Y., Sept. 16. 

Dismissal of musicians and stage 
hands from Utica theatres of Fox 
and Warners has drawn the fire of 
the Utica Trades Assembly. 

Delegates at the last meeting 
criticized the operating corporations 
for their evident lack of co-opera- 
tion in time o7 industrial depression, 
and called attention to the fact that 
reduction in overhead had not been 
followed by a slash in box office 
prices, 


Newspaper Women 


(Continued from page 1) 


sleeves, make love to them. It must 
be tough on the “make” men. 


Beautiful women, who, under or- 
dinary circumstances, would be so 
many miles ahead of the homely 
sobbing gals they might never even 
come in contact with them, and if 
they did, would just naturally over- 
look them, defer to the news gals, 
take them up as buddies, almost 
treat them as though they were su- 
perior. Maybe the news gals have 
the edge on their better looking sis- 
ters. Even a professional looker 
has to put herself over; develop 
some sort of personality and tech- 
nique, as she is going to be judged 
on her own. 

Magic 

Sobbies don’t have to raise a 
finger. They have that newspaper 
aura around them like a magic ring. 

It brings them attention, passing 
off anything they do as all right. 
If they are actually dumb, they are 
thought to be deep. If they giggle 
and gurgle, they are put down as 
having a “gorgeous sense of hu- 
mor”; if serious and dull they are 
said to have “fine minds.” If they 
are—well if they are, they are all 
right. 

Newspaper women take all this 
as their due. Even the worst map 
amongst them has as much or more 
poise than a famous beauty. While 
any other girls of their type in 
ordinary life would feel their de- 
fects, these news gals get as bold 
as brass and have all the self-con- 
fidence in the world. They seem to 
take the professional attention they 
receive quite personally and feel 
that they are nothing if not charm- 
ing. Certainly in this way they 
positively have the edge on good 
looking women who have to make 
some effort to get by. If a news- 
paper girl with a face like an iron 
dog writes a beauty column, she is 
quite likely to be considered quite 
a beauty herself. 

If a society reporter or editor, 
she imagines herself quite a big 
shot in the 400. There is no end to 


(Continued from page 1) 


through a lack of foresight and 
business ability than for any other 
reason. Most of the actors who 
formerly made a hit sat back and 
felt that they had arrived. They 
thought that they were the lucky, 
chosen ones; that there was no need 
to do anything or attempt to apply 
any intelligent thought toward main- 
taining their position. Yet the very 
nature of the picture industry should 
have taught them otherwise. 
Using Up Actors 

“A picture company has a picture 
schedule and must turn out a cer- 
tain number of pictures a year. 
They are only considering what will 
go over at the time. If they have 
a performer who is a fad of the mo- 
ment, they will use him in his popu- 
lar capacity as long as he is useful 
to them or until he is burned out. 
This must be so in an industry that 
appeals to mass production; novelty 
is the thing that goes. 


“Many actors never stopped to 
consider how they would appeal to 
their audience during a second sea- 
son, when their novelty was slightly 
worn. Only the really clever per- 
sonalities gave this any thought. 
They are the ones who have lasted.” 


“Pictures is a business, same as 
other occupations,” continued Mr. 
Nagel. “Each performer must judge 
them from his own angle. A good 
utility man who can play a variety 
of roles has the best opportunities 
for work, and can go on for ever, I 
believe. 

Intelligence 

*T wouldn’t sign a contract in 
which I was to be starred,” he said, 
“because I thoroughly realize that 
I have not a strong enough per- 
sonality to carry a picture. It might 
ruin me. I consider my self a stock 
man and never think that I am try- 
ing to make a Broadway production. 
Then, too, a star is always blamed 
for a bad picture, but a featured 
player in a bad picture (and I have 
been in many) is exonerated, with 
the material given him held to ac- 
count instead. I think more than 
ever that today pictures offer a 
stable career to any actor who uses 
intelligence in his work.” 

Actors are rapidly learning this, 
according to Mr. Nagel. Nineteen 
out of twenty are excellent business 
managers. Those who are not have 
sense enough to hire a manager, 
who not only takes care of their 
affairs but makes them save their 
money. Several stars have tied 
themselves up to such a safe ex- 


|tent that they can’t even sign a 


check for five dollars without an 
O. K., said Nagel. 

Pictures have become more intel- 
ligent and require more intelligence. 
Illusion, which was 50% of the old 
silent pictures, is gone. In talkers, 
even the most ardent fan and every 
type of audience, can consciously or 
unconsciously recognize a good per- 
formance and an able actor. George 
Arliss proves this, says Mr. Nagel. 

“What has he got to offer the flap- 
pers? And yet his intelligent per- 
formances get over every place in 
the country and with every type of 
audience, 

“Years ago it was not thought 
possible to apply fine technique and 
intelligence to pictures, but now it 
is just this that makes a smash. 
Because what the actor does and 
says during the making of a pic- 
ture today is what the audience ulti- 
mately sees. The picture is not re- 
made or rehashed in a cutting 
room.” 

And then, as though all this busi- 
ness common sense was not enough 
when applied to the Hollywood col- 
ony’s work, Mr. Nagel went on to 
relate how the standards of living 
have changed in Hollywood. 

Investments 

Actors have learned that mone 

can be made in pictures, and that it 


the color or attributes any of these 
gals can take on from their pro- 
fession. 

They've got a grand racket. May- 
be after all they appreciate it be- 
cause there are but few newspaper 
women without a face only a 
mother and publicity seekers could 
love. 


(Miss Allison belittles the good 
looking newspaper girls, including 
herself, on “Variety,” at least. “Va- 
riety” girls have looks, style and 
a lot of guys chasing them. 

The only fault appears that there 
is but one marriage among the staff 


every 10 years or more.) 


The Hollywood Actor 


can be saved. Nagel does not know 
an actor who, after some years in 
pictures, has not an income from 
outside investments that would give 
him a living if his career did go to 
pot. 

“And they should have,” said Na< 
gel, “because anyone who has been 
in picture for five years at even $500 
a week should have managed to put 
by a competency for the rest of his 
life. 

“Fan mags love to talk of the 
Hollywood palaces, but most homes 
are and have been considered as an 
investment. Special body foreign 
cars are a thing of the past. And 
modest bungalows by the sea, which 
rent at low prices, are the summer 
resorts of even the wealthiest ac- 
tors. 

“Lon Chaney, who lived in one of 
the most modest houses in Holly- 
wood and who died leaving a quar- 
ter of a million in insurance besides 
a large invested fortune, is an ex- 
ample -of what all film actors are 
coming to,” added Mr. Nagel. 

In fact, the picture industry is 
just getting out of its infancy. And 
its performers, for the first time, are 
realizing the conditions of the in- 
dustry; just what can happen to 
them and just how they must figure 
and prepare for changes and emer- 
gencies, is what this picture actor 
thinks, 


Easy for College Kids 


(Continued from page 5) 


bonds, simply because they lack the 
courage or have not found keeping 
up their dramatic work and writing 
sufficiently remunerative. 

Some time ago, under cover, Par 
first experimented with the Baker 
promotion. Ten lads were taken on, 
Out of the 10, two are still in pic- 
tures, while the others are back at 
their old grinds. 

Different Now 


Par says it was mainly its own 
fault and not the lads that the plan 
didn’t then materialize. The boys 
were put in the studio-holes-in-the 
wall and told to go to work, without 
any instruction or chance to find out 
what it was all about. 

Now things will be different. 
They will be personally interviewed 
and assigned by D. A. Doran, head 
of Par’s eastern scenario depart- 
ment. 

Baker lads or any others who 
have the grand-a-week idea imme- 
diately after securing the diploma 
needn't apply. Only those satisfied 
with the hundred at the start will 
be considered. This, or submitting 
their stuff independently. 

In exceptional cases Paramount 
will take on Baker men at whatever 
salary they are now making. These 
cases will have to be exceptional 
where the dough is high and the 
writing experience, other than that 
of college days, nil, 

With its regular staff writers 
Paramount, in its effort to adjust 
the composition problem, is loosen- 
ing up on regulations and giving the 
boys more of a chance to assert 
themselves. 

For instance, instead of an execu- 
tive playing poppa at weekly story 
conference, Par on Long Island 
now is letting the lads get together 
and talk freely. They can criticize 
each other’s work and the com- 
pany’s product to their heart’s con- 
tent, so it is said. 

Valuable Suggestions 

Already this free-thought policy 
is bearing fruit. In the course of 
ribbing each other and finding fault 
with construction, suggestions have 
been made that are claimed to be 
invaluable to the company. : 

The old idea of driving a man 
along on a piece-meal basis thus is 
for the first time in the business 
giving way to elasticity and appre- 
ciation of the need of the man in 
creative work. 

Unlike some film companies, who 
figure that hiring a playwright is 
just a gag at their own expense, 
Paramount does not feel that a 
writer should devote all his time 
to one organization whether under 
contract or not. 

If he does his job, that is all the 
Par executives want, one even saying 
the company has more respect for a 
man who will work on a play in his 
home at night after haying spent 
the day poring over scrips in the 
studio. This constant work does 
not dull him half so much as the 
party going and its reaction the 
next morning at the plant, they ob- 
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BIG BOY 


(Continued from page 21) 


away from the story, but probably 
Was figured desirable for other rea- 
sons. At the finish of the race, 
with Gus, the jockey, dismounting 
to weigh out, Jolson does a quick 
switch from blackface to straight 
whiteface and in his own person 
addresses the audience from. the 
ecreen, observing that a Jolson pic- 
ture ought to end with a song, and 
thereupon going into the principal 
number of the picture, a ballad en- 
titled “Tomorrow’s Another Day.” 
Reason for the device—which 
comes as a bit of a jolt—probably 
is that during the play Joijison’s 
stable boy character has_ been 
pretty free with his wisecracks at 
the expense of the white charac- 
ters, and it was deemed advisable 
to establish the feeling that it was 
only the clowning Jolson after all, 
not a colored stable boy figuring 
in the free and easy episodes. 
Whether such a device will make 
the picture acceptable in the south 
is another question. Rush. 


FOLLOW THRU 


(With Songs) 
(All Technicolor) 

Paramount production and release. Adapt- 
ed from the smash musical comedy of same 
title that ran for about a year on Broad- 
way at $5.50, written, with songs, by De 
Sylva, Brown ana Henderson; produced on 
stage by Schwab & Mandel. Directed for 
sereen by Laurence Schwab (of firm) and 
Lioyd Corrigan. Charles Buddy Rogers 
and Nancy Carroii featured. Dances by 


Dave Bennett. Cameraman, Henry Ger- 
rard. At Paramount, New York, week 
Sept. 12. Running time, 93 minutes. 

Jerry. DOWNG. Charles Rogers 
Zora Carroll 
Angie Howard... .---Zelma O’Neat 
J. c. Xffingham... ..Eugene Pallette 


Muth VOR Thelma Todd 


Mac. Moore..... Previn “laude King 


Mrs. Bascomb............Kathryn Givney 
BASCOMD., Margaret Lee 
Dinty Moore.......... Don Tomkins 
Martin Albert Gran 


~On the stage “Follow Thru”.was 
the musical smash of its season 
(28-29) and ran into 1930. On the 
talking screen it’s just a picture. 
Why this wide variance is up to 
Paramount. Offhand it would seem 
that everything was sacrificed in 
the transference to throw forward 
Buddy Rogers and Nancy Carroll 
in the leads as the love end for the 
flappers. Neither was in the stage 
show. It leaves “Follow Thru” as 
a musical that will have difficulty in 
standing up for real money, where- 
as it should have been a holdover 
talker musical. It was all prepared 
for that. 

Another gross (double) error was 
to permit the same hit tunes of the 
original to remain in the talker, 
after they had passed out forever 
for popularity. Not one new mel- 
ody in the aged score. With the 
Rogers-Carroll combo as song sing- 
ers no panic, especially Rogers. 
While the comedy appears to have 
been economized on wrongly also. 
In the stage show the locker room 
scene, known as a revised “Fun in 
a Turkish Bath,” was a 12-minute 
riot of laughter. Here there are 
about three good laughs in it, all 
through Jack Haley’s traveling eye- 
brows. In fact, Haley’s eyebrows 
are about all that “Follow Thru” 
now holds of value. 

Laurence Schwab of the stage 
producing firm of Schwab & Mandel 
is credited as co-director. Might 
be interesting to know how much 
he had to say ahout it all. Piece 
didn’t need much directing, if it 
held to the original, plus the coun- 
try club location given in the pice 
ture that could not be secured on 
the stage. “Follow Thru” really 
euggests another of those stage 
scripts that call for experienced 
stage people with picture’ people 
evidently assuming charge, regard- 
less, or else the cutting was an- 
other botch. Either way Paramount 
has tossed away a heavy money 
picture. 

Another mysterious angle is this 
picture was finished on the coast 
fn the late spring. Notwithstand- 
fng the talk long since about talk- 
fing musicals going stiff, here it 
comes out in September. 

All in Technicolor, the coloring 
adds and detracts at times. It’s 
fine for Miss Carroll, who should 
not, however, have made uv quite 
go strong facially knowing it was 
going to be in color. Miss Carroi! 
otherwise suited and played her 
role. That is more than may be 
gaid for Rogers. He just ambled 
along as the juve. If this Rogers 
Doy doesn’t get a decent haircut 
pretty soon he'll be taken for a 
tango dancer. 

Another of the original cast be- 
gides Mr. Haley is Zelma O'Neal. 
In the picture all of the poise on 
the stage possessed by Miss O’Neal 
has disappeared. It may have been 
her strangeness to the camera, but 
she worked too hard and in no way 
approached her stage performance. 
Another who made her role too hard 
was Thelma Todd. Margaret Lee 

repeated her neat performance, with 
Eugene Pallette handling his dia- 
log very nicely. John Sheehan 


played the same role on the stage. 


Don Tomkins, as the kid, is also 
from the stage group. 

Story is of a golf match between 
the two women who are after the 
young pro golfer, with the game 
of 18 holes finally won by Miss 
Carroll at the 18th. On the stage 


the story held some attractiveness; 
on the screen it’s incidental, with 
that ever present mush stuff be- 
tween the leads seeming the sole 
aim. 

One bit of song spotting should 
be mentioned. It’s when Mr. Rogers 
and Miss Carroll are in Rogers’ 
roadster and mushing it up, with 
Rogers driving. A big truck turns 
in the road just ahead. Rogers 
sends his car over the roadside 
to avoid the impending crash. When 
safe on another road and Miss Car- 
roll mentions the narrow escape, 
they both burst into a song, and not 
about the escape, 

When the entire rental for this 
picture is counted up, Paramount 
should slip Jack Haley a kiss, for 
he will be mainly responsible. 
Other than the personal draw of 
Carroll-Rogers, that is, of course, 
depended upon by Par; but there 
must be some theatregoers left who 
prefer entertainment to personali- 
ties. If there are, they might be 
considered. They’ll have to be soon 
like the children. Sime. 


LEATHERNECKING 


Radio Pictures and released. Directed 
by Eddie Cline from an original story by 
Herbert Fields. Music by Richard Rod- 


gers. lyrics by Lorenz Hart. Adapted by 
Alfred Jackson; continuity by Jane Mur- 
fin. Cameraman, E. Roy Hunt. Ranning 
time 72 minutes (20 minutes in natural 
color). At Globe, New York, opening Sept. 
12 on grind, 

Delphine....... Dunne 
Hortense........ Fazenda 
Ned Sparks........ NOG Sparks 
Chick..... Foy, Jr. 
Fortune Teller..... Rita Le Roy 


Picture that looks as though it 
had cost money to make, but the 
boxoffice for a variety of reasons 
isn’t there to any extent. Rather 
it looks like a very moderate pro- 
gramer. Idea is based on one of 
those free-for-all bunch of devil- 
may-care marines on the loose in 
the Lowe-McLaglen manner, only 
this one doesn’t jell. : 

It has funny lines and seasoned 
troupers to deliver them, but the 
basic comedy situations aren’t sup- 
plied. There is scarcely a comedy 
scene of mcre subtlety or punch 
than an ordinary musical comedy 
clowning bit. Starts out like a 
rough and tumble comedy, turns in- 
to opera bouffe, with chorus and 
song ensembles, and finishes up ‘ike 
a musical revue. Who wouldn’t be 
puzzled? 

Balances are all wrong. What, 
for example, is the idea of casting 
a charming romantic actress like 
Irene Dunne opposite a comediun 
like Eddie Foy, Jr., masquerading 
as a romantic lead and playing the 
part like an astonished eccentric 
dancer cast for Hamlet, and going 
about the assignment a Tittle sheep- 
ishly. 

You never saw a musical romance 
so astonishingly converted into a 
comedy roughhouse. Some of the 
comedy sequences would be worthy 
of a burlesque shows frolic in the 
quality of the humor. You get the 
general effect of say a production of 
“The Merry Widow,” made over by 
a burlesque wheel producer with 
musical interpolations, and incid- 
ental business by the Byrne Bros. 
It goes from musical comedy spec- 
tacle to military travesty with dizzy 
abandon anc. then back. 

Hero is a marine buck private 
(Foy) who pretends to be a captain 
and steals his own captain’s uni- 
form for the masquerade, while he 
makes love to the daughter (Miss 
Dunne) of an English nobleman 
planter in the Hawaiian Islands— 
and that’s no more mixed up than 
the action. Private is present at a 
fashionable party when his buddies 
crash in with their casual lady 
friends and smear things up. Very 
heavy comedy here with plenty of 
strictly Wheel Hebe dialect comedy 
by Benny Rubin. 

Girl airs the marine and her 
friend takes everybody for a cruise 
on her yacht in a conspiracy to re- 
concile them. Friend is Lilyan 
Tashman, and what a role for this 
sophisticated player of smart so- 
ciety types! 

Not that it makes any difference, 
but they get wrecked in a studio 
tank scene that’s only fairly well 
done and are cast away on a des- 
ert island, where a big and expen- 


sive dancing ensemble of savage 
belles is introduced, just for in- 
stance, 


Picture goes. into color for this 
spectacle and stays that way to the 
end which is still many minutes off, 
including an elaborate dance rou- 
tine by a company of marines and a 
elaborate military spectacle in color 
for the purpose of saving the hero 
from a musical comedy firing squad 
and reconciliation of the lovers. It 
all takes a little over 70 minutes 
and represents some of the worst 
producing judgment revealed on a 
Broadway screen in many a day. 

A whole series of special songs of 
no importance—at least of no im- 
portance in the settings of this 
story—and a wealth of standard 
screen names in the cast. Louise 
Fazenda has just a few comedy bits. 
which were funny until they were 
repeated to often. Ken Murray 
tries his best with his own, urbane 
style of wisecracking and Ned 
Sparks teams up with Rubin for 
some amusing moments. 

Certainly the trouble wasn’t with 
the players. Hang this one on the 
whole studio personnel. Rush. 


HER MAN 


Pathe production and release. Directed 
by Tay Garnett under the supervision of 
E. B. Derr, president of Pathe. No star. 
Featured: Helen Twelvetrees, Marjorie 
Rambeau, Ricardo Cortez, Phillips Holmes, 
James Gleason and Franklin Pangborn. 
Original story by Howard Higgin and Mr. 
Garnett. Preview in New York. Running 
time, 85 minutes. 


Twelvetrees 
Rambeau 
Johnnie..... Cortez 
Dan. «eeee-Phillips Holmes 
Steve... Gleason 
Sport.. «+-Franklin Pangborn 


Sweet 
Betz 
Bartender. MIKO Donlin 
Sally Ferguson 
Blythe Daly 
Ruth Hiatt 
Edith Rosita 
Lola Karnelly 
Peggy Howard 


Dance Hall Girls. 


“Her Man” carries a new angle 
for an underworld, that of a French 
knife throwing Apache in modern 
dress, with girls under his control. 
Nearly the entire picture is localed 
in a Paris dive. Characters all look, 
as they speak, English, with natives 
(extras) only in foreign tongue. It’s 
an exposition of America’s famous 
bedtime story known as “Frankie 
and Johnnie,” only not quite as raw, 
but still with plenty of meat in it. 
The picture will do business. It 
presents a phase of the underworld 
few other than those of the under- 
world are at all familiar with. 


Story has considerable comedy, 
from soused sailors knocking in 
hats or playing the 25c slot ma- 
chine in the dive. While the twist 
here is that Helen Twelvetrees as 
the tool of the Apache (Ricardo 
Cortez) who has worked up a sob 
sympathy routine for visitors while 
she plies her No. 2 art as a pick- 
pocket, tells it to one sailor who 
believes she believes it, after find- 
ing out it is phoney. He is the 
sailor who finally carries her away 
from the dive after one of those 
house-wrecking fight scenes, one 
against 100 and the one always 
wins. And the sailor after his ter- 
rific fight, wasn’t even puffing when 
safely outside the dive. But, as 
Eddie Cantor says, he may have 
come out two weeks later. 


Cortez protects his women from 
strangers by flipping a knife into 
their backs. After bumping off an 
inquisitive mugg, he goes home with 
the girl, takes her money and for 
gratitude accuses her of holding out 
on him. 


Theve’s a lot of toughness in this 
picture. It diverges the 
Frankie and Johnny thing when 
the sailor appears, but that musical 
strain continues throughout. It has 
a new idea or two for gangsters 
over here, although the ideas are 
more useful with knife throwing. 


Miss Twelvetrees gives-a delec- 
table performance. Pathe has some- 
thing in that girl from the legit 
if Pathe goes after it. Another find 
seems to lurk in Phillips Holmes, 
the juv sailor. He sends over con- 
viction and plays well, besides okay 
on personality in the blonde way. 
Cortez oke in every way as the 
pi, a rough and hard role for any- 
one, 


Marjorie Rambeau turns in an 
excellent performance as an old sot 
hanger-on in the dive. She opens 
the picture by being turned back 
at the New York docks, not wanted 
at home, and lands once again in 
the Parisian dive she tried to escape 
from. The excellent comedy sailors 
are James Gleason, Franklin Pang- 
born and Harry Sweet. All have 
more than the ordinary quantity of 
work to do. 


Tay Garnett held to admirable 
direction all of the way. The pic- 
ture is continuously, almost, full of 
action. So much action comprises 
a selling point no doubt. 

Plenty of “Frankie and Johnny” 
publicity around New York of late 
with the dirty play of that title 
pinched. The picture here merely 
basing that verse is not dirty. “Her 
Man” could have as well stood for 
“My Man,” and that it will stand 
up for Pathe seems a certainty. 
It may also square with the un- 
knowing a lot of girls who are vic- 
tims of environment. Sime. 


CALL OF THE FLESH 


Metro production and release. Starring 
Ramon Novarro. Directed by Charles 
Brabin. Story by Dorothy Farnum and 
dialog by John Colton. At Capitol, New 
York, week Sept. 12. Running time 100 


JUAN RaMon Novarro 
Esteban eeeeeeeErnest Torrence 
Mother Superior...... Nance O'Neil 
Adoree 
La Rumbarita..........Mathilde Comont 
Hopton 


Some of the most delightful and 
artistic sequences ever photo- 
graphed and recorded are in this. 
Acting of Ramon Novarro almost 
fillawless. It is romance and, despite 
a story that becomes almost sadly 
routine toward the end, with con- 
siderable lack of body in other 
parts; “Call of the Flesh” is in the 
money class. 

There are times in the running 
when irrelevant details are allowed 
so much footage that the audience 
cannot help becoming restless. 
Again, regardless of that lovely 
smooth quality which shows imper- 
fection of cultivation only by a 


wavering in the upper register and 


a tendency to cut through instead 
of cupping over the highest notes, 
Novarro’s singing could be more ef- 
fective were he less generous with 
his renditions, 

Nearly every defect in the pres- 
ent running time can be overcome 
by re-editing. In the latter respect 
this is unusual, but the knitting of 
this lends itself to the shears with- 
out chance for camage. 

One sequence in color would have 
been nearer convincing in black and 
white. The rainbow job is distract- 
ing because of its poorness, 


While the story is long in getting 
underway, the critical fan will find 
that much has been bunched to- 
gether in the finale. Were it not 
for Novarro and his leading wom- 
an, Dorothy Jordan, as well as other 
principals, the last few sequences 
would be so conspicuously hack as 
to spoil the reaction. As things are 
conducted, apart from the script it- 
self, the ena brings applause so 
rare from the hard-boiled type of 
steady deluxe house fan. 


As the novitiate in a convent bor- 
dering in Hollywood fashion im- 
mediately on an open Spanish 
drinking and dancing place, Miss 
Jordan, as Maria, at first exag- 
gerates her inclinations to be emo- 
tional. Sweet-faced and attractive, 
Miss Jordan develops her role until 
merit far outweighs trivialities in 
her performance. 


For .a convent girl, however, Ma- 
ria slips almost too suddenly into 
accepting the world. But this is 
counteracted by the shielding Juan, 
who forgets moonlight sittings and 
the woman side of galavanting for 
almost total’ indulgence in the finer 
senses. 


Ernest Torrence as a Spanish 
maestro, Esteban, keeps his Scotch 
fairly well secreted. There is much 
delightful repartee between him and 
his ward, Juan. Two particularly 
pleasing sequences are the vocal 
lesson he gives the boy in Madrid 
and a scolding in the home town. 

Renne Adoree as Lola, the orig- 
inal girl friend of Juan, furnishes 
an excellent butt for Novarro’s left- 
handed wit. Waly. 


LAST OF THE DUANES 


Fox production and release. Directed by 


Alfred Werker. Adaptation and dialog by 


Ernest Pascal. At Roxy week Sept. 12. 
Running time, 62 minutes. 

Buck. Dune. George O’Brien 
Ruth Garrett... Lucile Brown 
Euchre..... ..James Bradbury. Jr. 


BOSBAMET. .. Nat Pendleton 
Mr. Lloyd Ingraham 
Luke Stevens. Frank Campeau 
Mra. Blanche Friderici 


Better that westerns never got a 
voice if the stupid dialog which pre- 
vails throughout this one precedents 
the lines that may substitute the 
old lurid subtitles in others to come. 
In every respect “The Last of the 
Duanes” is out of its class in any 
but a daily or thrice weekly change 
house. Just for the “western” fans 
and kids, 


Hazy memories of the silent ver- 
sion are that it was far more favor- 
able and a better picture than this 
reincarnation. 

This talker “Duane” is sloppingly 
edited. Several important “rescues,” 
including that of Luke by Buck, 
where nothing is explained by ac- 
tion or dialog. 

Thing moves along choppily at a 
one-two pace. Plenty of hard rid- 
ing. But too much of it. They set 
their horses off at a gallop very 
often for no other apparent reason 
than just to get the clicking sound 
on the film track. 

The near-lynching and the villain 
saved by a child’s testimony; the 
aged mother who has only her boy 
left; the endless shooting and little 
killing and the long roll of two fist 
crackers down a mountainside— 
they’re all in, but never with sus- 


pense. Not-the slightest plausibili- 
ty, as usual. Pretty western land- 
scape. Waly. 


“JE T’ADORE....MAIS 
POURQUOI” 


(“I Love You....But Why”) 
(All Dialog) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, Sept. 6. 
Pathe Natan production and release. 100% 
French dialog, with songs. Directed by 
Pierre Colombier. Scenario by Rene Pujol 
and Pierre Colombier. Music by Ralph 
Irwin. Recorder RCA Photophone. At Im- 
perial, Paris, Aug. 29. Running time, 40 


minutes, 

Marcel Vallee 


No draw. First made as a full 
length, shortened to 40 minutes, Ex- 
hibited as first half of a double fea- 
ture bill, first one to be shown in 
France, including two talkers. 

As now shown it is nothing but a 
sketch. Song by Ralph Irwin, titled 
“Je t’Adore,” is used by talking ma- 
chine, radio, piano, song and orches- 
tra, one after the other. Sketch is 
without interest. Sound fair. Di- 
rection and acting indifferent, ex- 
cept for Randall, currently in the 
Folies Bergeres revue, who is ex- 
cellent. He photographs very well. 

Whole sketch is obvious lift of a 
picture previously released, made 
for Gaumont by Max de Vaucorbeil, 
titled “Autour de Votre Main, Ma- 
dame,” in which Ralph Irwin acted 


and sang one of his songs. 


ON YOUR BACK 


Fox production and release. Dir 
Guthrie McClintic. Warr 
Irene Rich featured. Story by Rita 
Weiman and adaptation by Howard J 
Green, Jos, August, cameraman. Others 
in cast are Marion Shilling, ingenue- 
Raymond Hackett, juvenile and = 
Chase. Running time 70 minutes. at 
New York Hippidrome, week Sept. 13. 


Picture in pre-release at this out 
of the entre house for first run is a 
confusion of many elements that do 
not blend. /ngle that probably 
caught the producer’s attention was 
the intrigue of rich men and frail 
ladies in the luxurious surroundings 
of a 5th avenue modiste’s salon. 


As it turns out in the completed 
picture, this detail is subordinated to 
the principal theme of distorted 
mother love. Both these things have 
been made into excellent screen 
stories, but this one is sadly inept. 
Presence in the two leading roles 
of Irene Rich and H. B. Warner 
cannot save it. Among the other 
defects also is an enigmatic title. 
“On Your Back” is a reference to 
the feminine finery sold in the dress 
shop, but it doesn’t mean much on 
the marquee. 


Story commences with Julienne 
(Miss Rich) starting her dressmak- 
ing career in a humble way on 
Grand street, not very engaging 
surroundings for the story opening. 
Ambition, spurred on by her desire 
to give her son opportunities, car- 
ries her to 14th street, to Broadway, 
to the Times “quare side street and 
finally to 5th avenue, driven to un- 
dertake new business risks by her 
determifation to prosper for the 
boy, who is in college about the 
time of the transition to Fifth. 


There he meets and falls in love 
with a chorus girl. Here’s where 
the plot begins to thicken. It ap- 
pears that one can’t make a fash- 
ionable Fifth avenue establishment 
pay unless it carries on a side line 
of intrigue, involving the sugar dad- 
dies and the lilies of the fields. Who 
should fall into the net but the 
same girl with whom Julienne’s son 
has fallen in love, all unknown to 
the boy. Warner plays the sugar 
daddy in this particular case, a 
strange part for him. Julienne as 
it happens is the go-between for the 
introduction of the two, involving 
the mother in a situation that sub- 
sequently robs her of sympathy, 
when the dramatic clash comes. 

Boy returns from college and re- 
sumes his love affair with the girl, 
who by that time is deeply in debt 
to Julienne for clothes and involved 
with the rich provider—albeit quite 
innocently so far in spite of -vpear- 
ances, 

Mama Julienne notes the intimacy 
of her darling boy and the girl, of 
whom she has a poor opinion. To 
force her to break it off, Mama 
presses for payment of her account 
under threat of exposure. Girl turns 
the tables by threatening to reveal 
all the circumstnces, forcing the 
mother in the end to accept her as 
a daughter-in-law. 

This bald recital is sufficient to 
indicate the jumbled moral aspects 
of the case pon which the whole 
story falls down by robbing the 
character of Julienne of any plea 
for sympathy. This character is 
the only one in the story that holds 
interest. When it collapses, the 
whole fabric goes to pieces. Fatal 
defect is that the ethics of the story 
are all wrong and nothing in the 
treatment helps that situation. 

Fashion pageant sequences are 
beautifully done for rich effect. 
Warner and Miss Rich play with all 
the artless charm those two plcy- 
ers command. All of which is a 
wasted effort in “ust an hour of 
futile flickers. Rush. 


School for Scandal 


(All Dialog) 
(ENGLISH MADE) 

London, Sept. 26. 
Albion Film Syndicate production, Par- 
amount quota release. Directed by Maurice 
Elvey from play by Sheridan. In cast: 
Madeleine Carroll, Basil Gill, Henry Hew- 
itt, Ian Fleming, Gibb McLaughlin, Dodo 
Watts, Edgar Bruce. Length. 6,900 feet. 
Running time, 75 minutes. Recorded by 
Western Electric. Censor’s certificate ‘“U’’. 
Reviewed Plaza theatre, London, Sept. 5. 


The picturization of Sheridan’s 
comedy of manners is one of those 
doubtful propositions. It’s value in 
the States iooks like exactly noth- 
ing, and the film is likely to present 
difficulties to the English showman. 
It may be best suited as a support- 
ing feature in the better class pro- 
grams. While it is quite certain 
audiences do not want mannered 
costume films, there is plenty of the 
original wit in the dialog. 

Elvey has kept close to the spirit 
of the original. The thin story of 
two brothers, of whom the imagined 
philanderer is really a good fellow 
and the so-called saint really @ 
bounder, comes out quite well. 

Film suffers with the almost in- 
evitable drawback of the players 
mouthing the dialog as though it 
were all a drawing-room charade. 
This keeps the audience reminded 
they are looking at a “period” talk- 
er, helping neither producer nor 
players. Production is not bad, 
considering the difficulties, and the 
satirical note is quite well devel- 
oped, if a little unevenly. 

The drawing room scene with the 
wife behind the screen tends to be 
rather drawn out, but is, on the 
whole, a good comedy sequence. 


(Continued on page 34) 
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PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Gen. Admission Inadvisable 


Except for Kids, Publix Men Say 


Although. Fox theatres have 
started 15c admission for some 
spots this slash is not expected to 
start any immediate reduction on 
the part of Publix, either in New 
York or on the road, Publix execs 
are cognizant of the 15c price, but 
there isn’t any inclination on their 
part to advise a similar move in 


Publix theatres. 
Publix has a 15c admish only for 
children. While the Publix office 


believes that a popular price should 
prevail for children, and have 
okehed the 1l5c gate, they will not 
endorse a similar price for the 
grownups. 

Slashing film prices to such a low 
price, Publix execs declare, estab- 
lishes a precedent that when the 
time became opportune to restore 
the tariff to its former rates or in- 
crease accordingly, disaster might 
result. 

Budgets in most all the houses 
are now down to the bone and 
throwing the 15c admish into vogue 
would not help matters to any ap- 
preciable extent, is the general Pub- 
lix belief. 


Walk-out by Musicians 
In Detroit Stops Four 
Stage Shows—Mich. Ok 


Detroit, Sept. 16. 

A strike over the sound versus 
flesh argument brought out mem- 
bers from the orchestras of all the 
local theatres. 

After two weeks of parleying the 
men went on strike Thursday mid- 
night. As a result the Michigan, 
Fox, Fisher and Grand Riviera were 
unable to play their stage shows. 

The Michigan having the Duncan 
Sisters played them as the entire 
stage show. The girls did 40 min- 
utes’ without even piano player. 
This enabled the Michigan to charge 
its regular price without refunds. 

Fox has been playing at a lower 
scale and continued it. Fisher and 
Grand Riviera reduced prices to 
fit the sound policy. This gave the 
Publix some cut price competition 
against itself. 


Now the State, United Artists, 
Paramount and Madison are playing 
all sound at Tic. top, while the 
Fisher is playing all sound first run 
at a reduced top. The Michigan 
will reduce its scale when the name 
attractions already booked play. 

During the parleys the original 
demands of the theatres except the 
minimum men _ stipulations were 
dropped. After the union offered 
to compromise at a reduced num- 
ber of men, the works were gummed 
by the theatres bringing in their 
original demands, including no over- 
time, 


GEORGE MELFORD 


Directing 


“THE CAT CREEP” 


(Spanish version) 
A Universal Pictare 


ALLAN GARCIA 


Dialectician 


“THE DOVE” 


United Artists 


$10,000 MGR.’S SUIT 


H. W. Crull Wanis Look at Bratter 
& Pollack’s Books 


Newark, N. J., Sept. 16. - 

Harry W. Crull, for years man- 
ager of the Branford and recently 
with Bratter & Pollack, is suing in 
the Court of Chancery to enforce the 
terms of the agreement he alleges 
he made with the latter. 

Crull states in his bill that he was 
employed as general manager of the 
nine theatres operated by Bratter & 
Pollack for five y2ars at a salary of 
$10,000 and 10% of the net from 
operation and sale of properties. 
Also, Crull was to have access to 
the books and records, he claims. 

Now that the theatres are owned 
by R-K-O, he asserts he has been 
refused the right to see the books. 


NEW FILMS 
DEMAND 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

New buying season reveals a tre- 
mendous increase in the number of 
percentage pictures. Metro is hold- 
ing out 13 pictures for percentage, 
Paramount, 20, Fox, 8. First Na- 
tional is reported demanding per- 
centage for is entire catalog. 

Still the problem of checking up 
on percentage showings, with the 
cost to exchanges terrific. Ex- 
changes are not checking all show- 
ings for this reason, but are me-cely 
sending a man out occasionally for 
the special /films. 

Circuits Can’t Cheat 


Getting the right figures, has be- 
come a generally simple matter in 
this town, with the spread of cir- 
cuits, which include the majority of 
local houses. 

In the case of indie spots, there 
is a chance cf cheating on the . g- 
ures, when the exchange takes the 
exhib’s word for it. But it’s diffi- 
cult for a circuit to hedge on the 
figures, because of the necessity of 
taking so many people in con- 
fidence. 


Milwaukee Indies Merge 
With Wis. Organization 


Milwaukee, Sept. 16. 

The Milwaukee Theatre Owners’ 
Association went out of existence 
last week at the annual convention 
of the Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of Wisconsin held at Cedar Lake 
when the Milwaukee body was 
merged with the state organization. 

Two hundred state theatres were 
represented. 

Officers elected for the coming 
year were Fred S. Meyer, president; 
A. C. Gutenberg, vice-president; 
James Boden, secretary; and Ernest 
Langemack, treasurer. All officers 
are from Milwaukee. 

The board of directors 
Steve Baurer, Al Kvool, Henry 
Yoldenberg, Jack Keegan, Etta 
Wiesner, Geo. and Bert Fisher, all 
of Milwaukee; August Berkholz, 
West End; Frank McWilliams, 
Madison; George Hubener, Ocono- 
mowoc, and William Ainesworth, 
Fond du lac. 

Governor Kohler was the speaker 
at the Wednesday afternoon meet- 
ing. 


includes 


4 U’s at Roxy 
Universal has sold four films for 
showing at the Roxy, Broadway, in- 


clusive of “Western Front.” Latter 
opens week Sept. 19. 
Other three include “Lady Sur- 


renders,” “See America Thirst,” and 
“The Cat Creeps.” 
Texas Meeting Oct. 27-28 
Dallas, Sept. 16. 

Texas Allied annual meet to be 
held here Oct. 27-28. 

Customary annual parley of the 
indies is held in November, but 
elections forced moving up of dates. 


Prosperity 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Down by the Arcade depot is 
a 10-15-20 cent  flophouse 
which once was a_ church. 
Years ago three floors were 
built in by a practical philan- 
thropist who works by the day 
to help pay the rent. Walls of 
his office are painted in futur- 
istic designs. He says it cheers 
up the boys. 
House has a permanent 
clientele of old gents, some 
picture’ extras, Asked how 
things were in the studios, a 
muff was highly optimistic. 

“Had three days work last 
year,” ne said. “I lived all 
year on it. For next year I've 
got six days lined up already” 


Studios and Theatres 
In Anti-Daylight Sav. 
Opposition in Calif. 


Hollywood, Sept. 17. 


Fight against the adoption of 
daylight saving, referendum for 
which goes on the ballot in this 


state in November, opens here with 
a vengeance early in October, with 
each studio contributing its bit to- 
ward its defeat. 

Preliminary campaign of the 
theatres against _the sun-saving 
plan has been in the formation 
stages for several months with Fox 
West Coast taking the heavy load. 
Jeff Lazarus, of that organization, 
and a crew of secretaries have been 
working quietly on the campaign, 
building toward the blasts that will 
be fired against the movement for 
a month before the election. 

All of the major studios are con- 
tributing to the fight with short 
films, arguing against daylight sav- 
ing, which will be used as trailers 
in all theatres on the _ circuits. 
These shorts are in story form and 
will be directed by recognized direc- 
tors and have name players in the 
casts. 


L. A. as Headquarters 
For Publix on Coast 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Because Los Angeles has super- 
seded San Francisco as the center 
of activity on the west coast, not 
only for production but aiso for op- 
eration and distribution, Publix may 
move divisional headquarters here. 
Ed Smith, formerly with Publix in 
Minneapolis and recently shifted to 
Frisco, usually finds it’s necessary 
to make weekly trips to Los Angeles 
due to increased activity at this end 
of the state. 

Pending official sanction of the 
moving of divisional offices to Los 
Angeles, Publix has shifted its unit 
production department from ’Frisco 
to operating headquarters here, 
with Harry Gourfain remaining in 
charge. Gourfain came out from 
the east several months ago to su- 
pervise production of stage shows 
for four coast houses, with offices in 
San Francisco. Although originally 
scheduled for units along with 
‘Frisco, Seattle and Portland, the 
Publix de luxer in Los Angeles laid 
off until three weeks ago. With 
latter now in, stage shows will be 
built here ard start the four-week 
trip from the south, finishing at 
Seattle. : 

It has been found that talent for 
the stage shows had to be booked 
from Los Angeles except for a stray 
act picked up now and then in 
‘Frisco. Talent is booked through 
Harry Santley of the local William 
Morris office. 


/ 


‘Angels’ Road Show Dates 


The British premiere of ‘Heil's 
Angels” is set for Oct. 27 at the 
London Pavilion. Booking is for 16 
weeks with optional additional time. 
Same electric display as at the Cri- 
terion (N. Y.) will light up the ex- 
terior of the Pavilion. 


The “Angels” road shows start 
Sept. 28 at the Shubert, Cincinnati. 
Toronto begins Sept. 29 at the Royal 
Alexandria; Detroit, Oct. 5 (Shu- 
bert-Detroit) and later shifts to 
Buffalo. 


Publix Makes Fox Coast | 
Deal Before F-W-C 


Hollywood, Sept .16. 

Prices on Fox product, as well as 
play dates, are being set for the Fox: 
West Coast circuit between H. B. 
Franklin and James R. Grainger, 
Fox's general sales chief, who 
reached the coast last week. With 
all the product played on percent- 
age, terms under which it will go 
into the various classes of Fox West 
Coast theatres are being set. 

Before coming out, Grainger 
closed with Publix for its west coast 
locations, with that apparently an- 
tedating any operating deal that 
might be made swinging the Publix 
coast string under Fox-W. C. juris- 
diction. Grainger settled on the 
product for the Publix spots in Chi- 
cago on the way out. 


PUTT AND HOOF 
COMBO 
CALIF. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Miniature golf has affected the 
dance hall business almost as much 
as it has cut into the theatre 
grosses. Qne dance palace opera- 
tor here solved his troubles by 
combining the two and his added 
grosses lead to an almost certainty 
of putt and jig mergers in other 
parts of the country. 

In its first week of operation, 
Rainbow Gardens, formerly the El 
Patio ballroom, took in around 
$5,000 with the dual attractions. 
Previous weekly average approxi- 
mated $2,000. 

As it appears to work here it’s 
@ come-on proposition both ways. 
For every round of golf at 35 cents, 
a free ticket for one dance is 
thrown in. ‘Additional dances are 
at a jitney. 

There’s more to it than that, chief 
of which is the boy and girl angle. 
With the minnies attracting the 
young of both sexes, it’s an easy 
start towards new acquaintances, 
proving that the local operator 
knows his sex appeal, 

With the dance hall right beside 
the links for the pickups, plenty 
more nickels follow. When business 
droops, the gals are sent onto the 
links to dabble with the putters 
and shill in the males that might 
be running loose that night. 

All in all it’s a natural combina- 
tion and more opportunity is given 
the boys and girls to get chummy 
—and incidentally spend a little— 
than all the church socials laid end 
to end. 


Short Changer Got Worst 
Of It m Two Ways 


Montclair, N. J., Sept. 16. 

Harry Benson, known under sev- 
eral aliases, tried to short change 
Miriam Winner, ticket seller at the 
Clairidge. He asked for large bills 
for small, and then tried to confuse 
her. 

Realizing the attempt, Miss Win- 
ner short changed the man $9 and 
then called the police as he went. 
They got him, and the next day he 
was fined $50 and told to get out of 
town, 


Kelly for Lt.-Gov., Colo. 


Denver, Sept. 16. 
Frank R. Kelly, owner, Empress 
here, won the nomination for lieu- 
tenant governor on the Republican 
ticket at last weeks primaries. 


THREE W-C REOPENINGS 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Three Fox West Coast houses, 
dark for the past three months, are 
reopening next week. Theatres are 
the Fourth Street, Moberly, Mo.:; 
Royal, Atchison, Kan. and the 
Plaza in Springfield, Mo. 

All have been redecorated for the 


new season, 


Texas Indies Say 50c Top Too High 
For Small Towns—Scale Cut Try 


Dailas, Sept. 16. 

A few indies in Texas have bee 
sun cutting scales to, boost receipta, 
claim the 50c ducat, which sound 
has forced on most of them, too 
stiff for the small towners who saw 
their pictures regularly for no more 
than 25¢c ir the siient era. 

At Waxahachie, Robb & Rowley, 
indie chain, dropped the top at 
Dixie to 40c, as a try-out. Frolics, 
ancther indie in same town, gone 
to the 40 mark. 

Some exhibs rely on the gag of 
“attempting to get to pre-war 
levels” for sentiment's sake. Others 
try to make up a lot of red marks 
by flatly cutting all passes, even 
the mayor. Latter scheme seemg 
most practical in majority of cases, 
Texans are bad about that pass 
business, anyway; lingering fad, 
begun by the old nickelodeon boys. 

Show biz conditions are fair 
throughout the state, in spite of 
bad crops, drouth and unemploy« 
ment. 


BOOTH OPERATORS IN 
MILWAUKEE SETTLE 


Milwaukee, Sept. 16. 

Following four weeks of negotia- 
tions, theatres and operators signed 
a two-year contract to take effect 
Sept. 13. 

Concessions were made by both 
sides. Managers agreed to retain 
two men in a booth as heretofere, 
one of the principal matters under 
dispute. 

Salaries for vaudfilm houses will 
not be cut, but in other theatres 
operators agreed to a reduction of 
10c. an hour for the coming year, 
with the proviso an increase of $e 
an hour be granted the following 
year. 

Future differences will be settled 
by a committee of three men from 
each group. 

Matters with musicians and stage< 
hands are now up for settlement, 
but it is expected that there will 
be little difficulty in coming to an 
agreement with these locals, 


All Sound in Wash. 


Washington, Sept. 16. 

Booth operators didn’t walk Sune 
day night last on the indie houses - 
as scheduled, though the organist 
did. Booth workers extended their 
call for a week to give time for furs 
ther negotiations between musix 
cians and managers, 

Fox and Palace, deluxers, are se€ 
to go straight sound end of current 
week, 

Extensions have carried all houses 
over three weeks. 


MAYFAIR 


Featured 
in 
Fanchon and 
Marco’s 


“Idea 
in Blue” 


Tabor Grand 
Denver 
(Week Sept. 18) 


Pantages, Kansas City 
(Week Sept. 26) 


Direction 
WM. PERLBERG AGENCY 
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Jo Swerling 


An Original for 
BARBARA STANWYCK 


Adaptation and _ dialogue 
“DIRIGIBLE.” 
Adaptation “MA- 


and dialogue, 
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School for Scandal 


(Continued from page 30) 


Madeleine Carroll looks good as 
the heroine, but suffers along with 
the rest of the cast in the way she 
shies at her lines. Ian Fleming, 
Henry Hewitt and Basi] Gill are up 
to standard, and Gibb McLaughlin 
carries a small part well. 

Picture should be a worthwhile 
eupport for the better class neigh- 
hood houses here, but doesn’t mean 
anything for the places where they 
want entertainment with a kick in 


it. Chap. 
ON APPROVAL 
(All Dialog) 


(ENGLISH MADE) 


London, Aug. 27. 
British and Dominions productions, re- 
leased through W. & F. Film Service, sub- 
sidiary of Gaumont British. Adapted by 
W. P. Lipscomb from the stage play by 


‘Frederick Lonsdale, with dialog by Lons- 


Directed by Tom Wallis; supervising 
producer Herbert Wilcox. Photography, F. 
Young. Starring Tom Walls, Yvonne Ar- 
naud. In the cast: Edmond Breon, Winifred 
Shotter, Robertson Hare, Mary Brough. 
Length, 8,839 feet. Running time, 100 min- 
utes. Cengor’s Certificate ‘‘A.’’ Reviewed 
Palace theatre, London, Aug. 


dale. 


This one is by the same team 
which made “Rookery Nook,” one 
of the few British made talkers to 
get a showing break in the States. 
From the entertainment angle it’s 
likely to have a more especial ap- 


‘ SN 
\\ 
AY 

A Unit 
of Fox 
West 


Coast 
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peal to the better class houses than 
the first one, and ranks very high 
up in the list of English films. Not 
that that in itself is much of a com- 
pliment. 

The British and Dominions—Tom 
Walls unit get away with it at the 
b. 0. by photographing stage plays 
of proved merit. .This one in no 
way measures up to “Murder,” one 
of the most polished British films, 
as an example of technical crafts- 
manship, but for straight enter- 
tainment it has mest things here 
beaten. 

The Frederick Lonsdale comedy 
had a long run in London and 
should do as well in film form. 
Lonsdale’s sophisticated humor isn’t 
likely to get the jay laughers so 
much as “Rookery Nook,” but the 
new film is the better piece of work, 
leaving aside the producer’s habit 
of printing long sequences in blue. 

Story is the usual flimsy Lons- 
dale affair, depending on the dialog 
and acting. It merely tells how a 
Duke in love with a pickle-maker’s 
daughter is as selfish as they make 
"em. 

Walls has taken the stage play 
as his pattern and has been served 
by brilliant characterizations. Re- 
cording excellent and the experienced 
stage cast deliver. Dialog is one 
long series of racy epigrams, some- 
times descending to cross-talk and 
very snappy. 

Art direction is natural, and much 
less ornate than most of the Brit- 
ish stuff, thereby achieving greater 
point. Production throughout is on 
photographer stage play lines, the 
whole picture depending on dialog 
and cast. 

Walls fans here will like his work 
as the selfish Duke. It’s good troup- 
ing by a player who knows stage 
comedy backwards. Yvonne Ar- 
naud, big name on the local stage, 
doesn’t come out of the camera or- 
deal too well, and her work is sec- 
ondary to the teaming of Walls and 
Edmond Breon. The latter is very 
good. Winifred Shotter looks pretty 
as the other girl, about all she needs 
to do. Mary Brough and Robertson 
Hare supply a brief but perfectly 
poised interlude. 

The picture should be a big busi- 
ness bet in England, and is well 
worth a run in the States. Chap. 


A STUDENT SONG 


(“Studentenlied aus Heidelberg) 
«GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, Sept. 6. 
UFA production and release. Direction 
Karl Hartlh. Production management Guen- 
ther Stapenhorst. Manuscript Ernst Neu- 
bach and Hans Wilhelm. Art direction 


Robert Herith and Walter Roehrig. 
Cameraman Carl Hoffmann; sound, Dr. 
Gerhard Goldbaum. Music, Hans May. 


Starring Ernst Stahl-Nachbaur, Betty Bird, 
Willi Forst, Albert Paulig, Hans Brause- 
wetter, Hermann Blass and Ida Wuest. 
Running time, 72 minutes. At UFA Pa- 
vilion, Berlin. 


At the end of this picture a sight- 


TOOTS NOVELLE 


SECOND TOUR WITH 
FANCHON & MARCO 


“RHYTHMIC REELS FROM HEAD TO HEELS” 


Pantages Theatre, Hollywood, Calif. 


seeing auto is going through Heidel- 
berg and the guide tells the sad 
story of this picture. Suddenly a 
man jumps up and says, “That isn’t 
possible nowadays.” He's right, 
There is no more such unreal sen- 
timentality among German students, 

This picture shows young stu- 
dents "who do all day long nothing 
but drink, flirt and make nonsense 
during lectures, and again and 
again drink and drink. The whole 
thing resembles a silly romance of 
the last century. Some of the scenes 
have been directed quite ably by 
Karl Hertl They please the pub- 
lic, but the whole thing cannot be 
taken seriously. 

It is possible this picture will 
make money as the Germans love 
after all the student life. 

Actors play well, especially Betty 
Bird, as a rich American girl, whose 
father had sent her to Heidelberg 
to study. Willy Forst and Hans 
Brausewetter as students do not 
know how to make much of their 
unreal parts. 

Ernst Stahl-Nachbaur is the rich 
American father. He has an agree- 
able voice and discreet acting. 
Magnus. 


Der Tiger Von Berlin 


(“The Tiger Murder Case”) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(Dialog—with Songs) 
Alfred Zeisler production. UFA release. 
Directed by Johannes Meyer. Story by Ru- 
dolph Katscher and Egon Eis; Starring 
Charlotte Susa and Harry Frank. Photog- 
rapher, Carl Hoffman. Settings by W. A. 
Hermann. Songs, ‘‘Liebe fur Eine Nacht,’’ 
‘Liebe Schatz das Ganze Leben ist Belam- 


mert.’’ Lyrics by Willi Kollo and Hanz 
Pflanzer. Musie by Willi Kollo. Klangfilm 
recorded. American premiere in German at 


Sth Street Playhouse week Sept. 12. Run- 


ning time, 39 minutes, 


Jewel Bedecked Lady ..Hertha V. Walther 
“DOR. Trude Berliner 


Count Eggenhorst .......... Max Wilmsen 
Max Maximilian 
Gustav, Juggler ....... -.-+-Erich Kestin 
Inspector Moeller .........Ernst Dernburg 
Deputy Holzknecht ........ Viktor Gehring 


A “Variety” reviewer in Berlin 
caught this same film there last 
May. It was Known then as “Der 
Tiger.” His citation was a favor- 
able one and may be taken as the 
Continental reaction. But for the 
U. 8S. the picture has little value, 
except from a slight b. o. angle 
that belongs only to some thickly 
populated German district where 
German as a language is still ac- 
eessoried. 

This is the second all-talker to 
hail from Germany for a New York 
premier and successively. 

Theme of the story lies in the 
title. Beyond that title the story 
is merely a construction of oppor- 
tune situations sround an illogic- 
ally developed plot. 

Film could not have cost much 
to produce. Hardly more than three 
sets covered .p plenty by shaded 
photography which the Germans 
call art, forgetting that when art is 
elasticised without cause it’s mere- 
ly artifice. That’s what the pho- 
tography in this film means. Not 
a lighted moment in the picture. 

Even were the dialog dubbed the 
film would not mean a potato in 
the U. S. Yet it’s capably acted 
and produces a Trude Berliner who 
is worth American consideration. 
The girl sings two songs in good 
voice and is an accomplished 
dancer, Her acting here okay, too. 
Miss Susa doesn’t sing but she’s a 
replica of Vilma Banky with more 
talent. Harry Frank could come 
over here too and be worth some- 
thing. 

Seems a 


strange murderer is 


shocking Berlin. He robs and kills 
at the same time. Always ieaving 
his mark by shooting his victim in 
the forehead. Picture opens in an 
underworld cafe where certain birds 
are discussing the Tiger’s latest 
escapade. A couple of swell look- 
ers are in the joint out of curi- 
osity. One is supposed to be Amer- 
ican but still looking foreign and 
is accompanied by a male. The 
other, blonde and alone, is trying 
to make the only other class look- 
ing gent in the joint. 

She is successful that way. Comes 
a shot during one of the songs. The 
supposedly foreign lady is dead, 
shot through the forehead. Her 
diamond pendant is missing. Police 
come but to no avail. So the film 
takes a grand short cut. The other 
class gent turns out to be a police 
inspector and the bionde, the Tiger. 


The picture can boast ef some 
suspense but it’s not legitimate. But 
the Germans may take credit for 
tuneful music. 
In this there is another conti- 
nental attitude on production that 
so far as reports show is neither 
successful in Germany or in the 
U. S. Music here instead of being 
incidental to the drama is sketched 
in as a real part of the story. 
When reporting in May in Berlin 
the “Variety” reviewer cited the 
fact that the first premiere audience 
gliked the film but the second razzed 
it. That way of putting the music 
into the production may have been 
part cause. It will be in America. 
Recording good and bad. In view 
of the international element in film 
production now, making pictures for 
foreign consumption should bring 
about a more deliberate care in 
enunciation by the cast. Sound in- 


this house. 
This film is staged like a legit 
production with no adhesiveness of 
continuity. 


The Great Yearning 


(“Die Grosse Sehnsucht”) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Camilla Horn) 

Berlin, Sept. 6. 


sal Film, A. G. (German Universal] Corp. 
release.) Direction of Stefan Szekely and 
production management Pasternak and 
Tuscherer Manuscript, Hans H. Zerlett. 
Music and texts, Friedrich Hollaender, Ru- 
and Karl Bruell. Musical 
management, Paul Dessau. Cameraman, 
Mutz Greenbaum. Sound, Alfred Norkus. 
Cast includes Camilla Horn, Theodor Loos, 
Harry Frank, Berthe Ostyn, Irma Godau, 
Anna Muller-Lincke, Ferdinand Bonn and 
Walter Steinbeck. Running time, 110 min 
uates. At Capitol, Berlin. 


dolf Eisner 


Universal this year is remarkable 
in the choice of everything the Ger- 
man public likes. There is the mo- 
tive. The career of a little film- 


terchanged on W.E. equipment at! 


Cicero Film production, Deutsche Univer- ; 


This first picture of the German : 


comparse-girl who becomes a star. 
Played by Camilla Horn. The miliey 
of the sound picture and a revue of 34 
actors, who have to do nothing but 
act themselves. All these featureg 
make a sure business success, 


The young director, Hans Szekely. 
is trying to bring out something 
new. He is assisted by his excellent 
cameraman, Mutz Greenbaum. Both 
reproduce the life of sound picture 
studio as it is, even finding the 
young little comparse-girl is done 
exactly as it happened in rea] life, 


Miss Horn was a little comparse« 
girl some years ago. She was now 
ticed by Murnau in the “Faust't 
film, and now acts her own life in 
this picture, She does it nicely ang 
ably, but should not sing, because 
she has no voice. 

Theodor Loos acts well the picture 
director who finds little Camilla, 
Harry Frank shows again that good 
acting is not his gift. He makes 
empty theatre gestures. Charming 
is Paul Kemp in a tipsy scene. Anna 
Mueller-Lincke acts fine an@ 
thoughtfully. One is glad to see her 
once again after such a long time. 

And then the number of big stars: 
Betty Amann, Elga Brink, Lil Dage 
over, Liane Haid, Anny Ondra, Ca« 
milla von Hollay, Maria Paudler, 
Charlotte Susa, Olga Tschechowa, 


(Continued on page 70) 


Still Going Strong 
5th Consecutive Year 


Benny MEROFF 


in “BOX 0’ 


FANCHON & MARCO PRESENT 


JONES and HULL 


“TWO NUTS” 


CANDY” IDEA 


Featured in F. & 


HIRSCH— 


DANCERS 


School Address, 545 Sutter St., San Francisco 


M. “Brunette” Idea 


LILLIAN ROTH 


- PARAMOUNT PICTURES. 


C. B. DeMille’s 


Forthcoming Releases 


“MADAM SATAN” 
Now (Week Sept. 12) In Person At Publix-Balaban & Katz Chicago Theatre, Chicago 


Loew’s DeLuxe Houses to Follow 


LAFAYETTE and LA VERNE 


FEATURED DANCERS IN CHESTER HALE’S “BYE-BYE BLUES” 


THIS WEEK (SEPTEMBER 12), CAPITOL, NEW YORK 


Late Feature Sevilla Biltmore, Havana, Cuba, 4 Months 


Direction—LYONS & LYONS 


Representative CHAS. YATZS 


EDDIE HAN 


And the Personality Boys: SPENCER and OTTO 


View with Fanchon and Marce’s “American Beauty Idea” 


A LAUGHING SENSATION 


LEY 


PANTAGES THEATRE, HOLLYWOOD 
Personal Mgr. BERT LAWRENCE 
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FILMED BY PAUL L.HOEFLER FOR THE COLORADO AFRICAN EXPEDITION ~~ PREPARED FOR THE SCREEN BY WALTER FUTTER 
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Sensational.” 


“The jungles and veldts the Dark Continent, 


give their secrets ‘Africa Speaks’. greatpi 


“Carries terrific dramatic punch replete with 


spellbound for two hours...There will long 


MH 
“An amazing picture! Every man, woman and 
1 
“Some the ‘most remarkable scenes that have 
greatest feature that has ever been brought the s¢ee: 
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with awe. Don’t miss ‘Africa Speaks’.” 


—Ada Hanifin, San Francisco Examiner 


—Fred Johnson, San Francisco Call Bulletin 


been recorded film. willingly admit the 
4 | —Robert D. Dwyer, San Francisco News 


their natural sounds, their beauties, their horrors, 
—George C Warren, San Francisco Chronicle ' 
that absorbingly interesting ... Audience 
the doors the theatres will make history.” 
—A. De Bernardi, Jr., Denver Post 


NEW YORK 
PREMIERE 


GLOBE THEATRE 
SEPT., 19th 
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should see it... Authentic, instructive and sweeping 
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Best Pictures—Worst Business 


Paradox of Chicago Naborhoods 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

A paradoxical question: “When 
is a good picture no good?” is an- 
swered locally by third and fourth 
run houses in the neighborhoods. 
They name some of the biggest box 
office films as being meaningless 
to them. 


This is a result of circuit protec- 
tion that makes a picture 30 to 35 
days old before reaching the out- 
lying spots. Almost in direct ratio 
to the merit of the picture involved, 
its chances of flopping in the small 
neighborhood houses increase, 

Really outstanding pictures are 
less valuable to the neighborhoods 
than product of considerably in- 
ferior quality. This has nothing to 
do with high rentals reducing net 


profit. 
Good pictures invariably are long 
run the _ loop. McVickers, 


Roosevelt, Woods and Castle play 
films three to six weeks. Addi- 
tionally there is a growing tend- 
ency to switch strong films from 
one loop weekly change house to 
another when business warrants, as 
for instance “Anybody’s Woman” 
going to the Oriental after playing 
the Chicago or “Grumpy” piaying 
the State-Lake after the Palace. 
After the loop has skimmed the 


cream the pictures go into the big 
neighborhood “A” houses, as the 
Uptown, Tivoli, Marbro, and then 
into the almost as big “B” houses. 
Enormous number of seats repre- 
sented in all these houses is apt 
to take care of practically every- 
one that’s curious. The better the 
film the longer it stays in the loop; 
the greater the attendances in the 
first whack neighborhoods the con- 
sequent evaporation of its useful- 
ness in the third and fourth runs. 

Pictures that flop in the loop or 
do a quick in-and-out are generally 
apt to do, proportionately, very well 
in the remote precincts. Where 
from four to seven changes weekly 
is the house policy managers over 
a period of time have checked com- 
ment to discover that out of six 
pictures billed as “coming” the 
average film fan will have already 
seen four of them, 


HEIRESS’ THEATRE JOB 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 

Virginia Murray, daughter of the 
wealthy vice-president of the Mid- 
land National bank here, is starting 
a business career by taking the 
position of assistant treasurer of 
the Metropolitan theatre (legit road 
attractions). 


Indie Gets Break From 
Warner-Par Split, and 
2d Becomes Ist Run 


Dallas, Sept. 16. 
Ray Stinnett had to hand over 
to R-K-O Southern his Capitol here 
recently, then went to San Antonio 


to fix up the Palace, old legit, 
stand, into a 2d run. 
Breaks were with Ray. Warner- 


Par split gives him FN’s first run 
product and he'll be able to put 
his Palace on more or less same 
level as Capitol in Dallas. 

Capitol was long foremost indie 
stand in Texas. 


Economy Info. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Jack Mansfield, assistant te Har- 
old B. Franklin, leaves for the 
north this week on an inspection 
tour, 

He will also wise-up some of the 
house managers in the science of 
economy. 


Marcus on Board 

Salt Lake, Sept. 16. 
Louis Marcus, former head of the 
Marcus houses, who sold to Pub- 
lix, was elected a member of the 
board of directors of Walker 
Brothers, bankers, one of the larg- 
est banking institutions of the state. 
Marcus also is a director of the 

Tracy Loan and Trust Company. 


New York 


- Screen moods 
expressed in 


COLOR 


By means of Sonochrome Tinted Positive 
Films every mood of the screen can be ex- 
pressed in color. Sonochrome’s delicate over- 
all tints, varying from warmest red to coldest 
blue, satisfy the demand for color and lend 
subtle, inescapable atmosphere to every 
scene..... Sonochrome gives splendid sound 
reproduction, of course.....and it costs no 


more than black-and-white positive. 


EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 


ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 


J. E. Brulatour, Inc., Distributors 


Chicago 


Hollywood 


75% Sound on Film 


Of Western Electric’s 4,375 
installations in the United 
States 75% are for sound on 
film only. The remaining 25% 
is made up of equipments for 
disc and film. 

Warners is the only big 
company adhering to superla- 
tives for disc. The Brothers, 
however, are revealed by these 
statistics as being forced to 
the double filming to get their 
product in the majority of 
Westernified theatres. 

In all of the 10,000 houses 
wired, in many the disc sys- 
tem only prevails, it is also 
stated. 


ATLANTIC CITY 
PAR-W. WAR? 


Atlantic City, Sept. 16. 

Entire 30-31 Paramount feature 
productions has been booked ex- 
clusively for this district by the 
Strand theatre chain, controlled by 
P. Mortimer Lewis, who has ar- 
ranged with Frank P. Gravatt, 
president of the Steel Pier company, 
to share the product. 

Announcement of the tie-up made 
today means that the Steel Pier will 
remain open throughout the winter 
for the first time. 

Strand will show its first Par- 
amount film, “Animal Crackers,” 
Sept. 20, and the Steel Pier wiil 
inaugurate its fall season with “Fol- 
low Thru.” Strand and the pier 
are opposite each other on tho 
Boardwalk. 

Whether or not this Paramount 
hook-up will start a war with the 
Warner-Stanley theatres is too 
early to forecast. 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Small exhibitors, formerly getting 
the tail end of the trade, are getting 
unexpected breaks with the open- 
ing the new buying season. Change 
due primarily to the Paramount- 
Warner fight. Where formerly 
Paramount and Warner corraled 
each other’s product for their re- 
spective neighborhoods, they are 
now turning down the films, With 
the result that the two exchanges, 
forced out of these houses, are look- 
ing elsewhere for exhib business. 

Warner and Paramount are of- 
fering sweet deals to the smallest 
exhibs, with Par trying to sell 
around the Warner houses on the 
southside, and Warner duplicated 
the action on the west and north 
parts of town. 


Underselling 


This move touched the 
smaller exchanges right on the soft 
spot. These distributors had been 
making the largest part of the in- 
come from the small indie houses, 
and they are now feeling the Par 
and Warner competition. Terms 
are being slashed, with even those 
exhibs with poor past records, be- 
ing welcomed into the offices. 


Incorporated Freelancers 
Dissolve Producing Firm 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Ten picture freelancers, who in- 
corporated to produce for them- 
selves “between pictures,” have 
called it off after seven years. They 
produced one picture, “Hoof Beats,” 
a western changed to “The Devil’s 
Partner” and distributed by Phil 
Goldstone three years ago. 

The actors organized as. Artists 
Mutual League, Inc., and had a co- 
operative production agreement 
with Chester Bennett. When the 
Bennett Film Laboratories changed 
hands the new operator refused any 
production gambling. 

The League, capitalized for $5,000, 
and with $1,000 subscribed in 1923, 
has applied for dissolution through 
F. H. Whitfield, secretary and at- 
torney. Will R. Walling is presi- 
dent. Other freelancers in it were 
Harvey Clark, Harold Goodwin, 
Edwin Hearn, Hayden Stevenson, 
Carl Stockdale, Jack McDonald, 
Lynn Cowan and Philo McCollough. 


“Great Meadow” In 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Metro’s “Great Meadow” went 
into production yesterday (Mon- 
day) with Eleanor Boardman play- 
ing the femme lead opposite John 
Mack Brown, 

Much of the film is exterior, to 
be taken in Sonora, northern Cali- 


fornia. Charles Brabin is directing. 


WOODS FOR B. & K. 
TO EASE FILM JAM? 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

R-K-O will not give up the Woods 
theatre as quickly as believed at 
first. Originally stated to vacate 
the house Sept. 30, it may be occu. 
pied until Nov. 1. 

Following “Dixiana,” current at 
the theatre, R-K-O has already 
booked two run pictures, with both 
expected to remain from three to 
four weeks each. The flickers arg 
“Leathernecking” (Radio) and 
“Africa Speaks” (Col). 

There are rumors that Publix-B, 
& K. may take the house when 
R-K-O vacates. B. & K. want the 
spot mainly as a temporary outlet 
for a jam of run pictures. 

Last year, it is estimated that 
Publix-B, & K. paid exchanges ap- 
proximately $200,000 for shelved 
product. 


Gilstrom at Christies 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Arvid Gilstrom has been given a 
term contract by Christie to direct 
two reelers. 
Gilstrom formerly directed silents 
for that company. 


Watson Directs Cook 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
William Watson has been assigned 
to direct the first of six Clyde Cook 
comedies at Christie-Educational. 
Starting date is Sept. 29. 


“TOP SPEED” 


Warner Bros. Picture 


4 make-up with Max 
Factor’s Preparations is 
applied quicker, smooth- 
er, thinner, and is an im- 
portant aid to correct 
characterization. 

Max Factor’s 
PANCHROMATIC and 

TECHNICOLOR 
MAKE-UP for the screen 

Max Factor’s 

THEATRICAL 
MAKE-UP for the stage 


O 


At All Leading Drug Stores 
Your inquiry on any make-up wi 
i attenti 


receive im ion. No obligation. 


Address: Special Service Make-Up Dept+ 


Max Factor 
Make-Up Studio 
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VARIETY 


featuring 

HELEN TWELVETREES 
MARJORIE RAMBEAU 

RICARDO CORTEZ 


PHILLIPS HOLMES 
JAMES GLEASON Directed by TAY GARNETT, Produced by E. B. DERR 
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The Silver Anniversary 
Number Will 


Issued December 


From 1905 to 1930—25—Anyway You Figure 


Through this unexpected incident in 
the gay life of a sad paper, ‘Variety’ is 
going in a bit heavy on this first and 
only Silver thing. 


Everyone else can get in on it, too, as 
advertising rates, by reason of the un- 


usual celebration, will not be boosted. 


It’s coming out in December. 


Then 25 years old. 
Why? 


summe 


course. 
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VAUDEVILLE 


Usual ‘Golf Tournament’ Stall 


of the 65 R-K-O vaudeville and 

ture gents who took another two 
days off to chase themselves around 
the links at the Glen Oaks club on 
Long Island Thursday and Friday 
qi1-12), 30 seemed to be playing golf 
first time and the other 35 

laying ping-pong. Only the cad- 
dies made it look like a golf tourna- 
ment. 

The usual dinner following the 

y was unusual through the at- 
tendance of David Sarnoff. It was 
their first flash of the big shot for 
most of the R-K-O “golfers.” When 
jntroducing Sarnoff, Hiram 5S. 
Brown thanked him for making the 
R-K-O tournaments possible, going 
one-up. Sarnoff then thanked 
Brown for running things so nicely 
that he (Sarnoff) could take his re- 
cent two months’ trip abroad, halv- 
jng a match that probably won't be 
played off. 

Before the play_began it looked Jike 
acinch for Charlie Freeman, He was 
on his home grounds. But Freeman 
has been trailing his son, Dink, 
around the course so often this 
summer everybody looked like Dink 
to him, and he finished second all 
the way. Brown, last tournament’s 
winner, was figured, too, with his 
assistant, Jim Turner, to pave the 
way for him again, but the best the 
R-K-O pres could do was first in 
the second flight. Turner finished 
a little better, second to the winner, 
Bill McCaffery. 

McCaffery, an agent and R-K-O’s 
best golfer, became the first to have 
his name inscribed on the J. J. Mur- 
dock cup. The first three-time win- 
ner of it will have permanent pos- 
session. 

Not many complaints from the 
regular Glen Oaks members other 
than that the R-K-O “golfers” were 
on the wrong fairways most of the 
time. Charlie Morrison was almost 
tossed out, when, thinking of Mari- 
lyn’s first tooth at the moment, he 
said to his caddie: “Boy, hand me 
my divot.” 

Bellit’s Hole in One 

Henry Bellit made the prize shot 
of the tournament after losing a ball 
near the green. They told him to 
toss a new pill over his left shoul- 


der. Henry did, and it rolled into 
the cup. 
Jess Freeman, who generally 


shoots around 90, took 120 in the 
qualifying round and could finish no 
better than runner-up in the sev- 
enth flight. He attributed his suc- 
cess to rigorous training at Jack 
and Jill's. 

Wrong Twice 

A terrific swipe by Hy Brown on 
the fourth tee started a three-hour 
search for his drive. When finally 
locating the ball, Brown asked a 
passerby, “Am I on the right fair- 
way?” “No,” the fellow replied, 
“you’re not even on the right golf 
course.” 

At the dinner it was announced the 
next tournament will be at West- 
chester-Biltmore, Brown’s home 
club. 

Harold Kemp of Warners, eligible 
because R-K:O once booked Pater- 
son, was second medalist, thanks to 
some nifty six-putt greens. 

There was very little interest in 
the Turner-McCaffery fina] until 
McCaffery pitched into a crate of 
efes and came out with a birdie 

The 65 who played represented 
the number of R-K-O “golfers” who 
had the $15 entrance fee. Hy almost 
didn’t show up. From reports, he 
had only $11 when about to leave 
for Long Island Thursday morning. 

rs. Brown at first refused to give 
him the other $4. 

“You had $16.50 when you left 
home yesterday. What do you do 
With all your money?” inquired Mrs. 
Brown. 

Hy finally got the $4 by promising 

rs. Brown a pass to the Fordham. 

Everybody paid for their dinner 
but Sarnoff. Sarnoff spoke, so did 
Brown; so did Freeman. Freeman 
had to as pres of the club. He was 
Mm. c. o. k. 

Harry Mosely was runner-up in 
the second flight. Other prize win- 
hers for bad goif were: Third flight, 

ayne Christie, with Lewis Baum 
runner-up; fourth, Senator Walters 
8nd Myron Robinson; fifth, Charlfe 

errison and Al Columbo; sixth, 
ted Dowling and Charlie Bier- 
Dolph Leffler and 
Bchw. reeman ; eighth, Milton 
artzwald and Henry Bellit. 

; ntertainment contributed by 
oy Manwaring and Pete Mack 

their agent-act routine. un- 


| Frank Vincent Leaves 
R-K-0 as Coast Chief; 
Cliff Work Succeeds 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Frank Vincent is succeeded by 
Cliff Work as Pacific Coast divi- 
sional manager for R-K-O. Ter- 
ritory takes in Salt Lake. 

Vincent has been in ill health for 
some time with confinement for- 
bidding the attention to R-K-O 
Vincent always has given. Work 
has been subbing for him. 

Previously Work was an R-K-O 
house manager in San Francise®. 
Recently he was made district man- 
ager for R-K-O in Frisco and Oak- 
land. 

Coast division is under the super- 
vision of Nate Blumberg, general 
western director for R-K-O the- 
atres. At the time of the Work 
elevation, Blumberg designated Wil- 
liam Adler in charge of exploita- 
tion under Work. Adler has been 
assistant to Jack Hess, in the Chi- 
cago headquarters. Jack Gross 
comes west from South Bend to 
assume charge of the San Francisco 
R-K-O houses. Alvin Popel, of Chi- 
cago, will take charge of the Or- 
pheum here. 

Vincent dates back an associa- 
tion with the chain now known as 
R-K-O of almost 30 years, on and 
off. When with the Orpheum cir- 
cuit he became general booking 
manager, remaining in that posi- 
tion for a long while. A few years 
back when Vincent left Keith- 
Orpheum, it was thought he had 
retired from the show business. 
Vincent returned actively about 
two years ago. He swung the 
Pantages circuit into R-K-O, act- 
ing with Joe Toppitsky, local 
capitalist. 

Vincent is leaving shortly on a 
60-day cruise to foreign parts. Jean 
Hersholt may take the same trip. 


Questionable Publicity If 
Framed with Pinch in It 


Omaha, Sept. 16. 

Loma Worth, headlining at the 
Orpheum, broke into newspaper 
space again when Roy David Gate- 
wood, 28, apparently promoter of 
dances for railroad organizations 
and such, was arrested here the 
night after she had finished the 
week and had gone to Kansas City. 
Jatewood had been unusually at- 
tentive to Miss Worth, taking her to 
night clubs, etc. 

When jailed Gatewood said he 
was to have married her Sept. 14 in 
Kansas City, but the pinch and 
story blew him up. 

After 12 hours in the police sta- 
tion Gatewood was released after 
explaining license numbers on his 
chauffered fawn colored open Pack- 
ard. Gatewood went at once to K. 
Cc. but was reported as planning a 
return here today by plane to start 


a libe) suit against the Omaha 
“Bee-News,” which printed a story 
Sunday. 

Miss Worth in K. C. was appa- 
rently not worried over the affair, 
which may have been a publicity 
stunt, as her mother, Mrs. W. L. 
Rohrer, tried to sell the “World- 
Herald’ reporter here, a denial of 
Lomas’ engagement, although no 


announcement. had been made. 
Team Back in Vaude 
Hollywood, Sept. 16 
Olsen and Johnson are leaving 
for the east today (Tuesday) by 
airplane to reopen in vaude Sept. 
27 in Cincinnati (R-K-O). 
Chic Johnson will stop off in Chi- 
cago on the way. 


changed through the years and as 
lousy as ever. Manwaring straight- 
ed for Bill Mack for another terrible 
seven minutes. Tom Kennedy sang 
“Voice of R-K-O” through a micro- 
phone whenever he got the chance. 

A waiter picked up a napkin, and 
there was Tom under it, singing his 
favorite composition. He wore blue 
pants on the links. ; 

RCA sound pictures taken at the 
first tee were shown after the din- 
ner. No John Gilberts in the R-K-O 
bunch, 

Harvey Watkins arranged the 
affair and Frank Jones directed the 
matches 


EDWARD 
CHANEY and FOX 
“Dancing Stars of Two Continents” 
NOW playing three weeks’ en- 


MAYRIS 


gagement at Hamilton Hotel, 
BERMUDA. 
Direction JACK CURTIS OFFICE 


Independent, JOHNNY HYDE 


GILPIN’S COMMON LAW 
WIFE WINS DECISION 


Trenton, Sept. 16. 

Ruling in favor of Alma Bymun, 
common-law wife of Charles Gil- 
pin, Negro actor, who died three 
months ago at Eldridge Park, three 
miles from Trenton, Judge Adam O. 
Robbins in Mercer Orphans’ Court 
held the will left by the actor be 
admitted to probate. 

Attempt to block the probate was 
made by Mrs. Lillian Wood Gilpin, 
of New York city, who filed a caveat 
contending she was the actor’s wife 
by a legal marriage preceding his 
friendship with Alma Bynum, after 
he rose to fame on the stage. 

Gilpin only left $2,500. After a 
$25 bequest is made to a sister, Mrs. 
Lelia. C. Brown, who also lives in 
Eldridge Park, the remainder of the 
estate is to be shared by Miss By- 
mun, known in the neighborhood of 
Eldridge Park as “Mrs. Gilpin,” and 
a son by one of Gilpin’s former 
wives, Paul Gilpin, of Philadelphia. 
“ Although the two Mrs. Gilpin’s 
sat barely 10 feet away from the 
other in court, neither indicated she 
was aware of the other’s presence. 

Gilpin’s sister spoke of Alma By- 
mun as “a woman that I know to 
my sorrow.” 


REAL STAGE WEDDING 
WITH SHOW PEOPLE 


Omaha, Sept. 16. 

A wedding on the stage of the 
Orpheum here Wednesday night 
(10) had Clara Dingwall, 19, Bay- 
onne, N. J., dancer, appearing with 
“Lights and Shadows” at the Orph, 
and Raymond B. Norby, 22, Minne- 
apolis, former airplane pilot for 
Loma Worth who makes jumps in 
her own plane, on the bill. 

Slyvia Clark was matron of honor 
and Ed. Pressler, best man. Offi- 
ciating minister was Rev. Henry 
DeLong, 93, known here as the 
Methodist marrying parson, 


When Her Had 
Go, Lizzie Went for 
Poison, but She’s OK 


Atlantic City, Sept. 16. 

Elizabeth Harrison, 22, met Sam 
Malikanas, Hawaiian guitar strum- 
mer, this summer. He quickly won 
her with his tales of romance of 
that far-off Pacific isle. Nightly he 
played her tunes of his native land 
and always concluded with “Aloha,” 


but he would always add that in 
their case it did not mean fare- 
well. 

One Sunday night there was a 
party for members of the troupe. 
Their engagement at the Steel Pier 
was nearing its end. They were 
going back to Hawaii. Sam played 
“Aloha” again for Elizabeth, but 
this time it did mean goodbye, for 
he was going back, too. 

So Lizzie took poison. “There 
was nothing left to live for if we 
had to part,” she told detectives in 
the Atlantic City hospital, 

Sam was released when doctors 
pronounced the girl out of danger. 


R-K-0 AIR FRIDAY 
NIGHTS—TUESDAY OUT 


R-K-O will discontinue its Tues- 
day night NBC broadcastings after 
Sept. 23, concentrating on the Fri- 
day night radio periods. 

R-K-O has been using Tuesday 
nights for over a year and Friday 
nights since Aug. 29. 

One reason reported for R-K-O’s 
decision to banish Tuesday night 
broadcasting is to escape Par-Pub- 
lix competition, which goes over the 
CBS network Tuesday night at 10.15. 

The Tuesday night program, Sept. 
23 will be etherized from the radio 
show in Madison Square Garden. 
Thereafter, all Friday night pro- 
grams will be broadcast from the 
WEAF studios, as before, eliminat- 
ing the Amsterdam Theatre Roof. 


Cornering Kids 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Ken Hamilton, “Big Brother Ken” 
of KNX, has been engaged to di- 
rect child activities at Pantages 
Hollywood theatre. Hamilton will 
stage kid matinees every Saturday 
morning. 

Youngsters will get free coaching 
in dancing, voice and music. Jimmy 
Dickey, Paramount cartoonist, will 
coach the kids in trick art. 

Hamilton through his radio work 
has a juvenile club of 20,000 mem- 
bers. The matinees will be broad- 
cast. 


With Loew's Vaude Route Shot to 5 
Wks., Long Jumps and Layoffs Now 


Loew’s general switch from vaud- 
films to straight pictures in most 
of its theatres, while punching the 
road show route full of holes, has 
confronted the circuit’s vaude book- 
ing office with one ef the most dif- 
ficult act-buying problems on rec- 
ord. Long jumps and heavy rail- 
road fares, averaging almost $40 per 
week per person, scare the acts 


away. 
Present six-week Loew road 
route, to be reduced to fixe next 


month, when Toronto drops out, can- 
not be played in less than eight 
weeks without considering’ the 
jump from New York to Memphis 
to open. It runs: Memphis, five 
days, 1.0; Houston, 10 days, 1.0; 
Toronto, Montreal and Boston. 
The 10-day gap between Houston 
and Toronto, necessitating a jump 
almost comparable to the New 
York-San Francisco leap during the 
Orpheum circuit's dog days, is the 
longest in the country now for acts, 


with its railroad fare close to $890 


without a sleeper. It was caused 
by Loew vaude elimination in Kan- 
sas City, Akron and Canton, for- 
merly running in that order on the 
route between Houston and To- 
ronto. 
$50 More Out of N. Y. 

Loew’s salary average for teams 
outside New York is $56 a week 
more on the road than in the city. 
Salaries of other type of acts range 
proportionately. Acts contend the 
average weekly fare on the Loew 
road trip is now not met by the 
road salary increase, with traveling 
expenses making Loew road playing 
far less profitable than the New 
York engagements. Loew operating 
department meanwhile is sticking to 
the $50 road raise for all theatres 
and won’t lift it, making it tougher 
for the booking office. 

Indecision of Loew’s as to future 
policy and vaude is reported 
straining the booking office 


re- 
from 


proceeding with formation of a new | w 


route to lessen the long jump. 


Vaude Just Now So Limited of 
Little Avail for Acts to Cut 
Salary Without Any Assurance 


Vaude acts cutting their standard 
salary at the present time without 
assurance of an immediate route 
may discover their action, without 
result when done, will react in fu- 
ture. 


This situation is caused through 
the limited vaude field at the 
moment. It is almost entirely con- 
fined to R-K-O for regular vaude 
playing. Through a rapid system- 
ization of the R-K-O booking de- 
partment under Charlie Freeman's 
direction, it is said there is room 
but for meagre spot bookings in 
that office. 


R-K-O's intact four-act bills are 
reported filled in up to next March, 
for the feature positions at least. 
R-K-O route without the intact 
time included means but little to 
standard acts. Other than the in- 
tact time, R-K-O is limited to not 
over 10 weeks in the east. It has 
about eight weeks east for spot 
bookings, including feature or head- 
line turns. This takes in cities like 
Cleveland, Chicago, Cincinnati and 
the Palace, New York, 


Hasty 


Acts looking for R-K-O routes 
and net getting a tumble from 
bookers, when so informed by their 
agents, at once conclude their sal- 
ary is the bar. Several turns of 
late, all of standard classification, 
are reported voluntarily having of- 


hope of action by the booking office. 


While the R-K-O bookers would 
gladly snap up the cut salary acts, 
they have been obliged to advise 
the agents that while the price is 
okay, a route can not be given te- 
fore a date Months ahead. This has 
been so far in advance the act has 
naturally declined, owing to the un- 
certainty of other engagements at 
that period, and likewise regretting 
having made known the salar, it 
would have worked for currently. 

Continued laying off with few 
places to turn to bring acts to their 
agents with cut salary proposals 
that the agents must convey to the 
bookers. A better plan would be to 
first secure information as to when 
the office can use the act before the 
matter of a cut salary is gone into, 

R-K-O bookers are well aware of 
the present vaude situation and 
their own position in it. 


FRAME OR USE YALE 
DIPLOMAS—PROBLEM 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 
Civil engineer or show biz. 


This is the quandary of Carl 
Webster, who heads the Yale Col- 
legians, currently at the Palace 
here. Having graduated from Yale 


in June, Webster, as well as the 
rest of the boys, must decide within 
the next few weeks whether to re- 
main in vaude or disband and go 
their several ways as business men, 

Four of the present membership 
of 12 have one more year at Yale, 
They are S. €. Vidal, A. C. Thomp- 


son, Gilbert Moore and J. K. Nor- 
tham. 
Band is due to play the Palace, 


New York, in four weeks. 


Film “Names” for Vaude 
Trying Again on Coast 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Karl Dane and Olive Borden, in 
individual acts, are the starters in 
a vaude producing program under 
way by Edward Small, agent bot 
on the east and west Coast, spe- 
cializing in picture talent. 

Harry Sauber, writer and vaude 
producer from the east, is in charge 
of the newly-organized depart- 
ment. 

The Dane 
went into 
former in 


Borden acts 
(15), 


and Miss 
rehearsal Monday 
“Back From the Front,” 
a five-people sketch, Jatter in a 
three-people skit. They are sched- 
uled to show out here in about two 


weeks, with Miss Borden possibly 
opening within that time at the 
Strand, Long Beach (indie). 

Lytell and Fant, vaude, going 
ith George Lederer’s legit produe- 
tion, “Love Boat.’ — 


fered to cut their set salary in thet - 
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WILSON 
KEPPEL 


and 


Dancing Entertainers 


- NOW 


PALAC 


NEW YORK 


Successful Here as Everywhere 


PRESENTING 


AN ORIGINAL NOVEL DANCE OFFERING 


JUST COMPLETED 


100 WEEKS FOR R-K-0 


THANKS TO 
MALCOLM (BUZZ) EAGLE 


NOW SIGNED 


FOR FURTHER 60 WEEKS R-K-0 


THROUGH 


ARTHUR BLONDELL and BILL MACK 


WEST 
RICHARD, MORSE & HALPERIN 


INDEPENDENT 
HERMAN CITRON CARGILL OFFICE 


Rita Gould Turned 
For One Show, 


A special agreement R-K-O per- 
mits Rita Burgess Gould to de- 
liver a discourse on religion as 
an encore following her singing 
single turn at all shows and in all 
theatres she is booked to play on a 
40-week route. Miss Gould opened 


Saturday (13) at the Madison, 
Brooklyn, with the current R-K-O 
intact road show. 


At the Madison's Saturday mati- 
nee with the audience comprised 
largely of children, Miss Gould 
changed her usual encore talk on 
religion to tell the kids to obey 
their mothers. 

Miss Gould was reported to have 
insisted on the speech before ac- 
cepting bookings because of the 
attitude of managers in previous 
engagements. Her distribution of 
booklets on the same subject is not 
covered by the agreement, but op- 
tional with the various theatres. 
Managers’. objections to Miss 
Gould's encore talk in the past were 
on grounds that it violated the the- 
atre’s permanent rule against sol- 
emn treatise on any race, creed or 
sect, favorable or derogatory. It was 
held by some managers that Miss 
Gould's stage sermon, no matter 
how’ sincere or pious in theme, 
tended to be objectionable to those 
of conflicting belief. 


Managerial Criticism 


One R-K-O manager recently 
deemed Miss Gould's circuit-sanc- 
tioned talk improper, since but a 
short time before he was forced to 
turn down the request of a neigh- 
borhood religious group for a booth 
in the theatre lobby with which to 
solicit funds for a new church. This 
group, forming an important part 
of the theatre’s neighborhood draw, 
would, after the turn-down, be in- 
sulted by the theatre’s plugging of 
another belief through Miss Gould 
on its stage, the manager stated. 
Miss Gould in her talk mentions 
none of the standard religions, 
though her teachings are along the 
Christian Science lines. She ger® 
erally uses about five minutes for 
the speech after 12 minutes or so of 
singing. 


LOEW WANTS TURNOVER 
$0 TORONTO OUT, T00 


Loew's, Toronto, now playing 
vaude full week on the road show 
route, will straight pictures 
Oct. 3. 

Reported reason for the move is 
to enable quicker turnover on the 
picture draw. Loew’s declares that 
with drawing pictures, the b. o. re- 
ceipts were held down by the run- 
ning time of the vaudfilm bills. 

Loew's states that with straight 
pictures Toronto will do six shows 
a day, whereas with vaude the 
turnover was half that. 

Elimination of Toronto cuts 
Loew's vaude road time to five 
weeks. After Oct. 3 the route will 
be Memphis, New Orleans, Houston, 
Montreal and Boston. 


— 


George ANDRE & Co. 


ADAGIO FOURSOME 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Ben Piazza is with the Metro 
studio staff attached to the Louis B. 
Mayer and Irving Thalberg offices 
as contact. He will operate as well 
outside of. the lot. 


Piazza came out here after re- 
signing as business manager of the 
R-K-O booking office in New York. 
He owns his own home in the Wilt- 
shire section, and with his wife, 

oved in. 

Piazza was out this way for some 
years. with the former Orpheum 
circuit. His stage experience dates 
away back to production days when 
he was with the late Paul Arm- 
strong, a noted playwright of his 
time. 


TOLEDO ACT BATTLE; 
PUBLIX AGAINST R-K-0 


Opposition raging in Toledo be- |‘ 
tween the Par-Publix house, Palace, 
and the R-K-O house, Keith's, has 
determined the Morris office to book 
name acts on top of the regular 
shows which play the Palace. 
R-K-O will aiso add big acts. 


Wednesday, September 17, 1939 
Leo Fitzgerald agency, 
to Instruct the 
months ago, is reported closing 
Charlie Foy, formerly associateg 
| in a revival of their f 
BEN PIAZZA IS WITH Sm 
and His 
CHERRY | 
NEW YORK 
(Week Sept. 13) 
EXCESS BAGGAGE” | 
PAST 2 YEARS 
Togo now has in preparation a: 
new act featuring his “Cherry 


Charlie Foy Back in Act 
with Fitzgerald here, is back east, 
METRO STUDIOS ——= 
NOW 
LATE FEATURE OF 
OPENING OCT. 1 FOR 
Blossoms,” which will shortly 


From Religion 

Los Angeles, Sept, 16. 
‘where he will join the Foy family 
R-K-0 HIPPODROME 

THE STAGE SUCCESS 

FANCHON & MARCO 

open for R-K-O. 


Direction 
RUSSELL DECKER 
WEBER-SIMON AGENCY 


New F. & M. Weeks 
Fox's Coronada, Rockford, Ill., and 
Rialto, Joliet, Ill, have both been 
included on the F. & M. unit route. 


Marcus 
BOOKING AGENCY 


General &xecutive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANNE 


160 WEST 46"ST-: 
BRYANT 7800 NEW YORK CITY 


J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 
CHICAGO OFFICE 


600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 
JOHNNY JONES 


IN CHARGE 


= 


TIMELY AND EFFECTIVE 


AEROPLANING BARTLETTS 


Topical “Flesh” Novelty with More Thrills 
Than a Picture 


A flaming aeroplane cracks in the clouds upon the stase 
with realistic electrical effects 


PATENTED AND FULLY PROTECTED 
With Fanchon & Marco’s “THRILLS IN THE CLOUDS” Idea 
This Week (Sept. 13), Fox, Philadelphia 
R-K-O Rep. BILLY JACKSON Ind. WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


MARGE HELEN 


La MARR and BOICE 


ORPHEUM CIRCUIT 


BOOKED SOLID R-K-O 


Now Playing SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 
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At Publix’ Two Houses in Illmois 


It is reported likely that Fanchon 
Marco may place its units in 
other Publix theatres in the middle 
west and east through setting them 
jn Publix Coronada, Rockford, IIL, 
and Rialto, Joliet, for a half week 
in each. 

Thst first F. & M. Idea in a Pub- 
ix theatre away from the west 
coast opens in Rockford Sept. 24, 

(Continued on page 56) 


Murdock-Casey’s Biz 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
J. J. Murdock and Pat Casey, on 


their way to New York, will stop 
off in Chicago on outside business. 

Messrs, Murdock and Casey are 
interested in a new invention of an 
automatic stamping and mailing 
machine put out by the Boche Mag- 
neto Co. 


USUAL ‘CLOSING ACT’ 
IN LITTLE DEMAND 


R-K-O's successful experiment of 
closing bills at the New York Pal- 


ace and on the unit shows with the 
headliners or feature acts is gradu- 
ally eliminating the standard 
“closing act” from vaude. 


Closing spot on straight vaude 
bills was always a thankless as- 
signment for most acts. At the 
New York Palace until the recent 
try with headlining closers that 
spot was filled generally to walk- 
outs, 

At the Palace now the bills close 


with the headliner, precluding pos- 
sibility of walkers before the finish. 
On the vaudfilm unit shows the 
comedy feature is placed at the end 
to enable the short bills to close 
with a farewell punch. At the Pal- 
ace now the chaser is the newsreel, 
placed at the end instead of just 
after intermission. It gives those 
who want to walk the chance to do 
so without annoying anyone on the 
stage. No newsreel has yet com- 
plained. 


_Vaude in Woodridge 


Vaude supplants dramatic stock 
at the Irving, Woodridge, N. J., next 
week (22), 

Five acts on split week, booked 
independently. 


NO BOOKINGS AT FOX’S 
VAUDE OFFICE IN N. Y. 


With only a few houses playing 
vaude acts booked from the New 
York (Fox) offices of Fanchon & 
Marco, agents long accustomed to 
a little more than office rent from 
that source are new forced to seek 
more remunerative connections. 


Each day the F. & M. offices are 
besieged by the agents with lists of 
acts. Each day the same old ancient 
word, “No.” 

Unless some of the Fox film 
houses return vaude to their stages, 
the winter is going to be the long- 


est, agents doing biz in F. & M. 


offices have had. 


touch of spice. 


‘Mon Gigolo.’ 
touch of sentiment, 


“Miss Bordoni took the next-to- 
closing spot after Keating’s brief 
specialty made up of the trunk es- 
cape and much suave kidding, and 
registered 100% with a group of 
neat numbers characteristic in their 
sprightliness with just the exact 
‘Babes 
Woods,’ ‘Really Wonder What’s in 
His Mind,’ Chevalier’s ‘Valentina,’ 
Last-named a tricky 
and for an 
encore her old standby, 
Twenty-two minutes of the only 
Bordoni and great for the women.” 


—“VARIETY,” Sept. 10. 


in the 


‘Cherie.’ 


IRENE BORDONI 


Personal Management 


French 


fan.” 


“No one knows her stage stuff 
better than Irene Bordoni. 
chanteuse 
studied mannerism in just the right 
spot to bring the greatest returns, ‘ 
dropping a smile here, mis-pronun- 
ciation there, with the proper de- 
gree of Gallic sauce. 

“Her Palace gown is a chartreuse 
taffeta that trails to demure length 
and makes a pretty entrance, ac- 
companied by a magenta of feather 


—“VARIETY,” Sept. 10. 


The 


places each 


GALEN BOGUE, 108 East 78th Street, New York 


Phone Butterfield 9653 


WATCH FOR MY EASTERN APPEARANCE 


CHARLIE 


“THE BOY WITH THE GOLDEN VOICE” 
THIS WEEK (SEPT. 13) 


CHICAGO “POST,” Sept. 14th 


“Charlie Kaley, whose golden voice won him the lead in the talking 
picture, ‘Lord Byron of Broadway,’ has been in great demand by musical 
comedy producers since he left the north and west side scenes of former 
triumphs. His work in Chicagf has won him an immense fan-following.” 


Direction MILES INGALLS—JACK CURTIS OFFICE 


LONG BEACH, CALIF. 


FRIEND OF THOUSANDS 
Also Acting as “DISASTER OF CEREMONIES” 
With Anatole Friedland’s “12 O’CLOCK GIRLS” 


Cor 
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VAUDEVILLIANS 
SAY BURLYCUE 


A number of acts now out with 
Mutual shows are discontented at 
their lot. 

Their squawks say they are asked 
to double too much; have to work 
harder; find it tough rehearsing 
with the stock troupes and generally 


find it tougher working in bur- 
lesque. The rosy outlook which bur- 
lesque had for them as specialty 
workers before they were in it 
turned after they got in it. 

An example is that of a vaude 


actor who was warbling a song 


while the troupe’s main torso twister 
was doing a strip number. The gal 
got plenty of encores and the actor 
had to keep warbling for her with 
each encore. He swears he re- 
peated the: chorus 20 times. In a 
hoarse voice he walked over to the 
manager and said: 

“You don’t need me here. They 
don’t want me. All they want is to 
see that girl strip.” 


“But your stuff lends it class,” 
said the manager. 


EQUIPMENT BACK STAGE 
SHORT IN MUTUALS 


Mutual wheel may have to hold 
the bag for outlay on stage. equip- 

ent of a number of outside houses 
unwilling to put out the coin for 
house scenery and effects to equip 
incoming shows as required this 
season. 

With the shows for economical 
reasons carrying a minimum 
amount of scenery, mostly trunk 
stuff and drapes, the houses of the 
wheel are supposed to furnish all 
other build up effects for the shows. 


In some of the far out spots hav- 
ing little or no house stuff it has 
meant from $8,000 to $12,000 to in- 
stall the equipment. Operators in 
the red from last season have been 
unable to properly equip to meet 
the demands of the Mutual shows. 
In these spots the shows suffer 
from lack of proper backgrounding 
and when, having to depend en- 
tirely upon the show’s own effects, 
takes on the semblance of a tab 
turk. 

The circuit has partially equipped 
some of the houses with others still 
sorely in need of scenery and effects. 


Requirements of houses to fur- 
nish stock stuff for the shows in 
part of Mutual’s economy cam- 
paign, but from accounts it is not 
working out. Most of the houses 
had been figured to be fairly well 
equipped on scenery but it now de- 
velops that scarcely a handful had 
been able to open this season with- 
out putting out plenty of unexpect- 
ed coin to equip. 


Sunday Openings for 
Mutuals in N. Y.-N. J. 


A switch in booking arrangements 
on the Mutual wheel will have 
shows opening at American, Apollo 
and Irving Place, New York, on 
Sundays instead of Mondays, as 
previously. 

Hudson, Union City, and Orphe- 
um, Paterson, will also change to 
Sunday opening, beginaing next 
week (21). 


Chorus Girls’ Fire 
Detroit, Sept. 16. 
Fire in the dressing rooms last 
week destroyed all the costumes of 


| hg chorus at the Gayety, Mutual 


house. 

Show went on, with Clamage & 
Rothstein supplying a new set of 
costumes. 


NEW ACTS 


“Some Baby,” former legit farce, 
is being tabbed for vaude with cast 
of six, - 

Bill Howland and Tommy Leon- 
ard, new act, opening for Fox next 
week. 

Margaret Breen and Co. 

Beth Beri and Bernard Granville, 
2-act. 

Billy Gilbert and Co. 


~. Gomez and Winona. 


Runways Slipping? 


Mutual shows are not giving 
the house runways much of a 
tumble this season, spotting 
the shows within frame of the 
stage and keeping them there, 

House soubs handle the 
grinds on the illuminated al- 
leys exclusively, with house 
choristers also on the plank 
for weaving, but few of the 
principal women with the trav- 
eling shows give a rap about 
the close-up intimacy for their 
specialties. 

With conditions as now and 
principal women of the shows 
demonstrating ability to get 
their stuff across on the stage 
proper, it looks as though run- 
ways are about on the way out 
of burlesque. 


GIRLS IN BLUE 


(Mutual) 


At the H. & S Apollo, this white 
burlesque spot offers the Black 
Belt’s hottest show. Not a colored 
individual, even in the audience. 
That might be laid to taste or it 
may be the scale, $1.65 for box place 
and $1.50 for the floor. 

Nudity having become synony- 
mous with revue, as definite an ex- 
pression as it is for burlesque, the 
two types of musicals are con- 


trasted in two angles. One is tal- 
ent; other is staging. 
No painters’ academy offered 


more feminine anatomy distortions 
to the human eye than envisioned in 
this show. No meaning to the title. 
Every dance, whether solo or cho- 
rus, is similar. It’s cooch done bet- 
ter or worse. Probably where the 
title was derived, from memory of 
the late Mile. De Leon, America’s 
first notorious coocn qaancer and 
known as “The Girl in Blue.” 


For facial types the chorus might 
be called the line of all nations, For 
figures, only the ancient Roman 
gladiators could vie in hip lines 
and body lengths. These are ex- 
hibited in about three tableau 
scenes. Ages vary and obvious. 
Line has about 30. About 10 prin- 
cipals. 

If the beef trust line isn’t coming 
back, then this chorus must be a 
ghost of the past. Their dancing 
ryhthm is like the lost chord. Only 
here the rhythm is never found and 
never synchronous. But the mob 
goes for it. 

The show is distinctive from all 
other revues because it hasn't a 
single blackout. Chorus numbers, 
solos and sketches. Latter are some 
used in almost every routine bur- 
lesque. Others are direct steals 
from vaude. Worse here. 


Scenery doesn't mean a thing and 
everything alternates between “one” 
and full. About 15 curtain asides 
in a show that runs mgre than three 
hours with a 20-minute recess. That 
intermission is an important ritual. 
Candy peddlers and soda barkers do 
their plug at that time. Burlesque 
could hardly be burlesque without 
these birds, it seems. They even 
sell picture magazines a la pink. 
Franks in the lobby. 

Ann Corio headliner. A trim fig- 
ure with neat face and light speak- 
ing voice. Her shedding technique 
isn't all that the fine art of grace 
in carriage would demand, but for 
burlesque the works. But the prize 
cooch was a shaking terminal called 
“La Sweet” or something like that. 


It’s not news that nearly every 
bit of dialog is suggestive in a 
blunt manner. But the brown derby 
goes to this show for an uncon- 
scious bit of ironic humor that cer- 
tainly must be misplaced. One of 
the girls speaking pronounces a 
word like “vile’’ during her bit. 

Some kind stage samaritan ought 
to be charitable and pick Dot and 
Agnes McCann out of this nether 
caboose of pasture chatter before 
the kids turn over into anatomy un- 
furlers for no reason. One of the 
kids is already showing an aptitude 
for the biz. It becomes a burlesque 
passion after a while. 


More than one sketch is utterly 
rank. But in particular the one 
where the wife buys a vacuum. 
Salesman is held up by a burglar 
and his pants removed. The comic, 
who is the best piece of histrionic 
ability in the show, playing this bit, 
then pleases the audience by hold- 
ing his underwear together at the 
right or wrong spot. 


Others usual runway stuff. 

A couple of women singers yodel. 
They're better than the usual bur- 
lesque type, but that’s all. Male 
voices n. g. Costumes only bring 
out the cruder flesh irregularities of 
the chorus. 

And if any show could be more 
nude it must be on New Year's Eve. 


Tabfilms at Halsey 

Stock burlesque will not go into 
the Halsey, Brooklyn, with the house 
installing musical tabs and pictures 
instead, 

Tabs will work on a tri-weekly 
change basis and house on grind at 
40c top and 25 mats. 


WATERB’Y STOCK OPENS 
TOWN DOESN'T KNOW IT 


Waterbury, Conn., Sept. 16. 

Burlesque stock was opened at the 
Jacques theatre by Levine & New- 
man. Cast includes Edith LeVan, 
Virginia Lee, Harry LeVan, Lester 
Mack, “Smoky’ Burns and Jimmy 
Smith, 

Show opened cold. Half the town 
didn’t know the house was open and 
is still unaware. Like all burlesque 
shows the Jacques in the past 10 
years, this one doesn’t see any ad- 
vantage in advertising. 


If the company sticks three weeks 
it will set a record for stocks at this 
house in the last decade. 


May Try Rotating 


When the weather turns cool, IL. 
H. Herk, head of the Mutual circuit, 
may issue an order to rotate some 
of the permanent house choruses in 
certain sections. 

Herk wants to give the present 
house policy a chance to show if the 
stationary femmes are more of a 
draw than the traveling ones. 

The idea of the permanent chorus 
was to save railroad fares. 


Burlesque Changes 


Margie Pennetti now soub with 
the stock at the New Gotham, New 
York, 

Proposed stock policy for the 
Steinway, Astoria, has been called 
off. 

Lew Hubbard, former burlesque 
comic, who retired several years 
ago because of poor health, is back 
in New York and planning a come- 
back, 


Stock in Bronx 
Stock burlesque goes in at the 
America, formerly Miner’s, Bronx, 
New York, Sept. 26. House will 
operate the stock. 


Incorporations 


CALIFORNIA 
Southera California Theatrical Enter- 
prises, L.td., Los Angeles. Capital stock, 
$12,000; subscribed, $6,000. Arnold Schaak, 
Martha Schaak, Mort Goldberg, Tena Gold- 


berg. 

California Motion Picture Co., Ltd., 
Los Angeles. Capital stock, $25,000; none 
subscribed. W. E. Hess, O. L. Rosecranta, 
H. Lally. 


Mutual Wheel 


(Weeks of Sept. 13 and 20) 


Arlington’s Big Show—13, Academy, 
Pittsburgh; 20, L. O. 

Bare Facts—13, L. O.; 20, Lyceum, Co- 
lumbus. 

Big Revue—13, State, Springfield; 20, 
Grand, Hartford. 

Broadway Scandals—1I3, Lyceum, Colum- 
bus; 20, Lyric, Dayton. 

Dimpled Darlings—13, Gayety, Brooklyn; 
20, Empire, Newark. 

Fine Feathers—13, Star, Brooklyn; 20, 
Irving Place, New York City. 

Flapper Follies—13-15, Lyric, Allentown; 
16-18, Orpheum, Reading; 20, Gayety, Bal- 
timore., 

Flying Dutchman—13, 
20, State, Springfield. 

Foolin’ Around—13, Haymarket, Chicago; 
20, Gayety, Detroit. 

Frivolities—13, Lyric, Bridgeport; 20, 
H. & S. Apollo, New York. 

Get Hot—13, Grand, Hartford; 20, Lyric, 
Bridgeport. 

Girls from the Follies—13, H. & S. Apollo, 
New York; 20, Fox's, Jamaica, N. Y. 

Girls in Blue—13, Fox's, Jamaica, N. Y.; 
20, American, New York. 

Hi Ho Everybody—13, Howard, Boston; 
20, Plaza. Worcester. 

Jazz Babies—13, Mutual, Indianapolis; 
20, Garrick, St. Louis. 

Kuddling Kuties—13, Gayety, 
ton; 20, Academy, Pittsburgh. 

Laffin’ Thru—13, Empress, Kansas City; 
20, L. O. 

Legs and Laughter—13, Gayety, 
real; 20, Gayety, Boston. 

Let’s Go—13, Gayety, Detroit; 20, Em- 
pire, Toledo. 

Nite Life in Paris—13, Gayety, Milwau- 
kee; 20, Empress, Chicago. 

Novelties of 1930 — 13, Hudson, Union 
City; 20, Trocadero, Philadelphia, 


Gayety, Boston; 


Washing- 


Mont- 


Oriental Girls—13, Modern, Providence; 
20, Gayety, Brooklyn. 
Peek-a-Boo—13, Academy, Buffalo; 20, 


Hudson, Schenectady. 

Pleasure Seekers—13, Empress, 
nati; 20, Mutual, Indianapolis. 

Powder Puff Revue—13, Columbia, Cleve- 
land; 20, Academy, Buffalo. ; 

Radium Queens—13, Rialto, Chicago; 20, 
Haymarket, Chicago. 

Record Breakers—13, Empire, Toledo; 20, 
Columbia, Cleveland. 

Silk Stocking Revue—13, Orpheum, Pater- 
son; 20, Hudson, Union City. 

Speed and Sparkle—13, Plaza, Worcester; 
20, Modern, Providence. 

Speed Girls —13, Empire, Newark; 20, 
Orpheum, Paterson. 

Step Lively Girls—13, L. O.; 20, Gayety, 
Milwaukee. 

Step On It—13, Gayety, Baltimore; 20, 
Gayety, Washington. 

Steppes Big Show—13, Trocadero, Phila- 
delphia; 20-22, Lyric, Allentown; 23-23, 
Orpheum, Reading. 

Sugar Babies—13, Irving Place, New 
York; 20, Howard, Boston. 

Take a Chance—13, Empress, Chicago; 
20, Rialto, Chicago. 

Tempters — 13, Lyric, Dayton; 20, 
Empress, Cincinnati. 

Twentieth Century Girls—13, American, 
New York; 20, Star, Brooklyn. 

Whoopee Girls—13, Hudson, Schenectady; 
20, Gayety, Montreal. 

Wine, Women and Song—13, Garrick, St. 
Louis; 20, Empress, Kansas City. 


Cincin- 


News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub. 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicag 

San Francisco, Hollywood and: London. 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper, 


Variety takes no credit 


LONDON 


Victoria Palace, London vaude 
house, going revue Sept, 18 with 
show hamed after house, Produc- 
tion by Jack Taylor, 


“Storm Over Europe,” from 
Douglas Jerrold’s novel of the same 
name, has been purchased in play 
form by Mary Newcomb. Herbert 
Agar and Eleanor Chiltern adapted 
the story. 


New name for the Austrian farce 
with which Leslie Henson and Firth 
Shephard will open their farce pol- 
icy at the newly decorated Strand 
theatre is “It’s a Boy.” Starting 
date Sept. 29. 


Dorothy Dix, Evelyn Roberts and 
Marie Lohr support Ronald Squire 
in Somerset Maugham’s new play, 
“The Breadwinner," due at the 
Vaudeville Sept. 30. 

Gainsborough have taken lease on 
Twickenham film studios for one 
month starting Oct. 8. Unit has 
only one floor of its own with a 
large shooting schedule ahead. 


British International bought the 
talker rights of Galsworthy’s “Skin 
Game,” successful play here. Al- 
fred Hitchcock to megaphone, 


NEW YORK 


Mme. Ernestine Schumann-Heink 
will devote the next five years to 
teaching 40 young girls how to sing | 
and live for their art. Auditions 
will be held by N. B. C., beginning 
Oct. 1. Those who can pay will be 
charged a fee; those who cannot 
will be helped. 


Sept. 9 at Wilmington, Del., Fed- 
eral Judge John P. Nields continued 
the suit of the government against 
RCA and other radio concerns 
charged with having violated the 
anti-trust law. Case may go to trial 
in December. 


Stanley Willis, manager of Mar- 
garet Eckdahl, known as “Miss 
America,” said if Will Osborne 
doesn’t come across with $5,000 he 
will sue Osborne for that amount. 
Willis says that Osborne’s manager 
spirited the girl away from her hotel 
in Jamestown, N. Y., Aug. 30, de- 
parted with her to parts unknown, 
and kept her hidden for two days 
when she was contracted for vaude 
appearances with Rudy Vallee. Miss 
Eckdahl explained it by saying she 
wouldn’t appear on a bill with Rudy 
Vallee, and, since she hadn’t seen 
Osborne in a week, she went to Cin- 
cinnati, where he was then playing, 
and spent the week with him. 


William Lockwood, 27, of East 
Orange, N. J., picture operator, who 
disappeared suddenly Monday, Sept. 
8, during the showing of film in the 
Bellevue theatre, Montclair, N. J., 
was not kidnaped, he said, but 
merely “went on a party.” 


Paramount Building, Times 
Square, Sept. 9 had a suicide and 
what may have been another at- 
tempted suicide within a few hours, 
Frank M. Ritchie, 19, of St. Joseph, 
Mo., early in the afternoon shot 
himself through the heart in a 
washroom of the restaurant in the 
basement of the building, dying in- 
stantly. Emanuel Newman, 45, a 
dress salesman living in Brooklyn, 
jumped or fell from the 13th story 
parapet. He had a slim chance of 
recovery. 


Frances White paid $3.50 cab fare 
and remained free. 


Sonya Robbins, actress, started 
suit for divorce in New York against 
Leo (Kid) Mitchell, former light- 
heavyweight boxer. They were mar- 
ried in Hollywood Sept. 10, 1928, a 
few weeks after she had met him 
when they were both in “Main 
Events,” Columbia picture. She said 
she would tell how Kid Leo made 
love to her best friend and dancer 
at the Silver Slipper. She charges 
he made love to her friends in front 
of her. Miss Robbins is not asking 
any alimony or counsel fee. 


Frances Porter, former show girl, 
who made a human pin cushion of 
Conkey Whitehead, Coca-Cola mil- 
lionaire and used to chase him off 
his own yacht, is back in New York 
with a new husband. He is W. 
Douglas Hall, non-pro. At one time 
Miss Porter lodged a suit against 
Whitehead for $250,000, charging she 
had toured the world with him as 
his wife and that he had promised 
to marry her. 


Belle Livingston announces a new 
night club at 128-30 East 58th street 
Jan. 1, fightproof, loveproof and 
raidproof. She said she would not 


sell a drop of liquor and would not 
permit men to bring their sweeties. 


Frieda Hempel, opera sin 
her attempt to have the suit of 
sister, Helene Schaper, for recov. 
amond necklac th 
court, 
Brooklyn Supreme Co 
the case must go to jel Tyee 


RCA is arranging for th 
of a television broadcasting stan 
atop the New Amsterdam. When 
the necessary apparatus has been 
installed regular television progr . 
with stage, screen and radio st 
be from the Times 

quare Roof of N. B. C. 
subsidiary, 


Thelma White, of 
ae the news she has 
ried to Max Hoffman, Jr. sin 
June. They eloped to Englewooe 
N. J., had the knot tied, and re« 
turned to Manhattan and her job 
on the stage. It is Miss White's 
second venture into matrimony, 
Three years ago, when 15, she mar. 
ried Claude Stroud, vaudevillian, 
Two years later she entered a plea 
for annulment, which was granted, 
Hoffman was previously married to 
Norma Terris, and divorced. 


“Vanities,” 
been mar. 


Dolly Raoul, showgirl, is as 
$10,000 from Morris Weinberg, ae 
pro, for damages which she says 
she suffered when Weinberg’s car 
collided with hers July 14 last. The 
girl alleged she was thrown from the 
back of the car. Her nose wags 
broken as a result, she said, and 
her face disfigured by broken glass, 
She had to go to a plastic surgeon 
to have it lifted so she could re- 
turn to the stage. 


Mrs. Virginia Graham Fair Van- 
derbilt paid Earl Carroll plenty for 
putting on an unexpurgated, open- 
air performance of “Vanities” at her 
country estate at Manhasset, L. L 

Performance was given early Fri- 
day morning (12) after the usual 
performance at the New Amstere 
dam was over. The entire com- 
pany, principals, et al., were piled 
into buses at 11:30 p. m. Perform- 
ance included all deletions by the 
police. 

Showgirls were reported having 
received $20 for the extra night and 
the principals much more. Show 
girls grumbled at the amount re- 
ceived, alse that they were treated 
virtually as servants at the Vander- 
bilt estate, it was said. 


Monsignor Michael J. Lavelle, 
rector of St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 
made a plea over the radio Friday 
night for public support of the clean 
play and a boycott of the other 
elements in the theatre. Without 
naming ‘Lysistrata,” he said that 
the mere fact that a play was & 
classic did not prevent it from do- 
ing harm. 


A mystery woman, posing as the 
wife of John S. Martin, once with 
Rudy Vallee’s orchestra and later 
c. B. S. announcer, threatened to 
tear off the bridal gown of Gloria 
Gunther, non-pro, who will shortly 
marry Martin. After Father Fran- 
cis P. Duffy was consulted by the 
couple regarding the forthcoming 
marriage, a woman phoned him and 
declared herself Mrs. John S. Mar- 
tin. She stated her husband had 
never secured a divorce and there- 
fore there could be no ceremony. 
Martin denied that he was ever 
married. Couple intend to 69? 
through with the wedding. 


Mary Pickford and Dennis F. 
O’Brien named executors in the 
will of Charlotte Pickford Smith, 
mother of the picture actress, who 
died March 21, 1928, made applica- 
tion in Queens (N. Y.) Surrogate 
Court for letters of administration 
The will includes the disposal of 
four lots, 80 by 100 feet, located if 
the Beechurst section of Queens. 


Lou Holtz was reported given % 
shake for $5,000. Holtz was said to 
have taken a supposed friend for 4 
ride in his car when suddenly he 


found a pistol poking him in es 
ribs. He was ordered to 


$10,000 and threatened with 4 
if he reported to the police, is t 


made an arrangement to pa t 
the sum, $5,000, and did so a 
week. Reports of the shake wer 
denied by Holtz. 


Clara Kimball Young, former = 
star, is being sued by Joseph hat 
for $22,675. Complaint charges t “A 
on March 27, 1925, Miss Youns a 
knowledged she owed the at 
$24,801 and promised to pay of MH 
$500 a week. The next day pon 
opened a new account. Betw a 
that date and April 4, 1930, PU 


(Continued on page 59) 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 45 


Fox Kew Gardens 


(INDOOR GOLF) 

Fox Kew Gardens theatre, former 
picture house and now the first con- 
verted indoor miniature golf course 
ground -w York, is no money 
maker, if Saturday night for puny 

if is the best night of the week 
as in the theatres. Last Saturday 


(13) at 10 on a mildly warm eve- 
ping, there were 24 peuple playing 
on the course at 50c. or 25c. each. 
’ More spectators than players. In 
the balcony, where spectators can 
g° without charge, there were 
about 30 kibitzers. That free up- 

rs must be on the mistaken 
theory that perhaps some of the 
deadheads will get a hunch to dab- 
ble with the pill. None got that 
kind of an _ inspiration while 
a couple of “Variety” reporters 
watched the thing for half an hour. 

Rates are 50c. the first time 
ground and 25c. for succeeding voy- 

es. Weekly commutation tickets 
priced at $2 and for $5 anyone can 
play at will for a month. These 
combo tickets include the ping pong 
tables in what was the foyer of the 
Kew Gardens when it played pic- 
tures. There are four pong tables. 
Two were in use by a couple at 
each. About six were watching the 
bouncing pellet. 

Taking the usual calculation for 
this small time golf stuff, of 30 
minutes minimum and 45 minutes 
maximum +to go 18 holes, with 24 
playing an average of 35c each on 
the changeable fee, it would run 
around $9 an hour. If the course 
ean hold its 24 average from eight 
to midnight that’s $36 on a Satur- 
day night. Looks like the right 
idea is roulette or a slot machine. 

Kew Gardens is a Long Island 
community, of a nice sort even if 
some show people do live there. It’s 
just right for the young people to 
go for this indoor goif thing, if 
they like it—and where else can 
they go on a Saturday night on 
Long Island? 

On some courses they gamble on 


the game; on others they flirt 
while playing it. Either s a or 
dough is an added attraction. But 


in the wide open like Kew Gardens 
with the neighbors only in, neither 
goes. That other stuff is for the 
course back of the Roxy, where they 
hang around until the sun shows 
once more. 

These courses have a tournament 
once weekly with a prize. Entrance 
50c. Anyone who reaches a certain 
high or low during the week is 
eligible to the tournament. Cashier 
takes care of the rest. Uvsually'a 
girl. She sends in the works by 
telling the poorest players they just 
made it: For that they enter at the 
b0c scale. 


What was formerly a side exit on 
Queens boulevard is now the en- 
trance to the indoor course. En- 
trance to the ping ponging dept. is 
through the regular lobby, although 
one may enter both by either en- 
trance. 


Entire orchestra has been gutted 
with the orchestra now ending at 
the forward rail of the balcony. Be- 
tween that and any wall is the 
course. To get atmosphere the 
walls are decorated in green, most- 
ly trees and grass. To the left is 
the country clubhouse one longs for 
and to the left is the caddies’ house, 
both painted on the walls. Other 
art subjects are a stream, shrub- 
bery and a creek besides a path or 
two. Only thing missing is a moon. 

To the rear of the course is a 
block of sand just before a driving 
net on the back wall. That may be 
free also to players, since no sign 
is up about it. Nor did anyone do 
any driving. 


The course is the Miniature out- 
fit, a bit more elaborate for indoors 
than outdoors. The joint looks 
quite attractive to the deadheads. 
Just why deadheads isn’t fathom- 
able. It seems 10c might be the 
right admish for the gazers only. 
But the other “Variety” reporter 
Said for 10c they would stay home 
and there \. 1d be no “gallery.” 
That other reporter is one of those 
Variety” mugges who leaves his 
typewriter in the office at 1:30 in 
the morning to go home, he says. 
Instead he goes to the Roxy links 
for news” at 2 a.m. The next day 
he’s tired. That mugg claims the 
best time to play the wee thing is 
etween 2 and 5 a. m. You don’t get 
Stage fright then, he claims. That 
May be the secret of perpetual pop- 


Ularity for the small golf fad. May- 
€ some people don’t stay out that 
late. 

tonne opening the—Kew Garden 


indoor golf the Fox office has 
ba unexcited over the prospects. 
eet was to have been the experi- 
Fox hasn't announced any 
ha r house for the present. Per- 
—. it is the experiment and 
verybody’s satisfied. 
PP seems light enough 
whe Starting. But there are elec- 

bulbs outside and burning. 


They cost, too. 


Road directions to Kew Gardens 
to the bridge, over the 
Queens boulevard, down 
ard, and the first lighted | 
is Kew Gardens. 
Sime. 


is 59th St. 
bridge to 
the bouley 


€atre you sec 


CENTER, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. 8. 

A girl band opens in a neighbor- 
hood theatre belonging to an inde- 
pendent circuit, and all of Chicago's 
show business, at some time or 
other, finds time to make the five- 
mile journey from the loop to take 
a peep. 

This curiosity among the circuit 
operators and exhibs is due to the 
unusual state of indecision and 
doubt most are in with regard to 
putting flesh back into their outly- 
ing houses. They want to see for 


themselves. Every argument, pro 
or con, is being weighed as carefully 
as a diplomatic note from the:Brit- 
ish ambassador, 


It is significant that the Essaness 
Circuit of all the strictly picture 
groups is most receptive or willing 
to experiment, and that one of the 
local Fox houses of “C” rating, the 
Crown, is to make a similar experi- 
ment next week. 


- Meanwhile Balaban & Katz can- 
not even make up its mind about 
the Belmont, where it has always 
played vaudeville. An overwhelm- 
ing wariness and timidity charac- 
terizes the big circuits, with its 
neighborhood houses of “A” and “B” 
rating, so far as vaudeville, presen- 
tations or any form of flesh enter- 
tainment is concerned. This boils 
down generally to a fear of getting 
entangled with stage hands and mu- 
sicians. Talent itself is not expen- 
sive around Chicago. 

At the Center the neighborhood 
film parlor’s solution is represented 
in keeping all the entertainment in 
the pit, without using the stage. 
Actually this works out satisfactori- 
ly. It brings the orchestra and the 
specialties 20 feet nearer the audi- 
ence than if appearing on the stage. 
A hedged background, combining 
with the costumes of the girl musi- 
cians, made quite a pretty effect. 

It is planned to keep the Rockets 
indefinitely, using some miscellane- 
ous singing and hoofing talent for 
specialties. A small platform on 
the hydraulic pit will permit. Four 
changes weekly, three shows daily, 
will keep the girls from getting 
stout. Meanwhile somebody will 
have to find novelties after the new- 
ness is gone. 

About 20 minutes, or bit longer, 
will be ample for the band. During 
their second day they were running 
to 32 minutes by the device of re- 
peated, and several unnecessary, en- 
cores. They are an exceptionally 
versatile gir] band, not only capable 
of solo and group vocal efforts, but 
very well grounded in musicianship 
itself. Their playing has a lot of 
rhythm and bass. This “body” is 
unusual among feminine orchestras. 

Membership includes Mary Rich- 


ardson, leader, and Emma Nilson, 
Margaret Knox, Mildred Kohler, 
Grace Schwartz, Helen Hoffman, 


Alvira Miller, Bland Jarros, Eliza- 
beth Hagberg, Edna Baasch, Alberta 
Hammer and Irene Scott. A couple 
of girls, pessibly not of the band, 
sang, one ballads, the other hotcha. 
Both strongly received, as was the 
entire entertainment. 

Originally built by an Andrew 
Karzas syndicate and playing Pan- 
tages vaudeville about five years 
ago, the Center, then North Center, 
has 2,852 seats, with a slight tilt in 
the scale because of increased show, 
making it 25c afternoons and 40c 
nights. 

There are several other houses in 
the district, including a couple of 
houses belonging to the same cir- 
cuit. It is unlikely any of the other 
and much smaller houses can or will] 
attempt flesh. 

Center also uses an organist, who, 
along with stages and pits, is find- 
ing some added demand locally. Dan 
Daniels has the Centerites well 
trained for the song sessions. They 
responded quite lustily, even though 
the particular set of slides reviewed 
were, in toto, not inspired. Audi- 
ence applauds for, and gets, an en- 
core on the organ. This is unusual, 
both as relating to the audience and 
to house policy permitting “one 
more song.” Charley Durrel man- 
ages the Center. 

In many respects the outcome of 
the Center’s experiment may easily 
have a widespread determining in- 
fluence in this town, where everyone 
is waiting for some one to break the 
ice. Chicago’s revival as a theatri- 
cal focal point rests with the de- 
cision of its exhibitors. Land. 


PARAMOUNT 


New York, Sept. 15. 
Strength of the stage unit, “Nep- 
tune’s Festival,” is in its three spe- 
cialty acts, two of them standards 
from vaude. Producer's job was a 
flash start and finale and th2 back- 
grounding scenery between the two 


ends. Start and finish are the only 
squarers for the title, but that 
doesn’t count so much since titles 


on picture hcuse units mean little. 
Nor does flash scenery any more. 
What’s in ’em is what counts, and 
that throws more of a burden on 
the booking department. 

“Neptune's Festival’ is an under- 
chances everywhere 


sea idea with 
for an adagio trio or quartet, but 
this producer, Frank Cambria, 


clined to take the easiest way. 


| of incoming payees. A lot are allowed 


For | ers. 


audiences fed up with the tossing 
turns it might be a pleasant sur- 
prise. 

With the pleasing wage show at 
the Paramount thf week is the 
Par musical film, “Follow Thru,” 
which ought to give the house a 
crack at something better than 
average business. Monday night, 
weather warm, there were no va- 
cunt seats and a few standees, but 
the usual lobby line was missing. 
When that happens with Nancy 
Carroll and Buddy Rogers in the 
same talker at the Paramount, it 
may be the heat. 

Jesse Crawford is repeating his 
organ plug of songs from “Monte 
Carlo,” done two weeks ago, with 
the slides this time saying by re- 
quest, and no complaints. The 
songs are pretty as most songs are 
when played by this crackerjack. 

No pit overture, for Rubinoff, the 
acrobatic violinist-conductor, is on 
the stage alone as the star solo 
artist of the presentment, just fid- 
dling this week without the acro- 
batics and fiddling plenty in a jaz- 
zical way. He never has trouble 
with this audience. 

Freda and Palace, first line vaude 
wop talk and song team, were split 
up three ways in the unit, first for 
talk, then a guitar solo and latter 
the bulk of the talk and harmony 
routine. They had to pick up the 
loose ends twice that way instead 
of building consistently as in vaude. 
On the third trip they walked into 
the recall applause for Chilton and 
Thomas. It ruined their talk but 
the singing sent them over and they 
held it till the finale, which the 
two-act ushered in lyrically. 

Chilton and Thomas, youthful 
mixed colored dance team, snatched 
the applause hit.. A muchly im- 
proved young couple since when 
first around about four or five years 
ago and about the neatest dancing 
and looking ebony pair in the field. 

Morgan Trio of young girls flash- 
ed a speedy series of ground tum- 
bling, contortion and acrobatic 
stunts in an early spot, the girls 
doing ever so well on appearance 
as well as ability. They’re out of 
the modern school of the acrobatic 
type of dancing, not exactly danc- 
ing, but which will do as done by 
the Morgan misses. 

It looked like a tank act when 
undersea shots were flashed on the 
scrim at the start and Freda and 
Palace walked on in diving suits. 
Ballet of 12 called Fred Evans’ Mer- 
maids, without swimming. 

Unbilled m.c. 


ROXY 


New York, Sept. 13. 

Every impression in an indicative 
way that Roxy has his gang, the 
Roxyettes, ballet girls, symphony 
orchestra and everyone connected 
with the Rothafel stage on the 
stage this week for more important 
reason than just introducing each 
and every one t« the public. 

To those familiar with Roxv’s i:.- 
tentions, the reaction is he has a 


Bige. 


Radio future in mind, with his 
European trip first. 
Each one he tmrntroduces, Roxy 


lays stress on the remrnisce angle. 
The theatre head during one per- 
formance several times consnicu- 
ously traced his own career from 
Pennsylvania days. Each artist 
Roxy lingered over. So, other than 


the 70 minutes occupied by the 
feature, “Last of the Duanes,” 
(Fox), and the Fox-Hearst news- 


reel, the rest of the program was 
taken up by the stage talent. 

With at least 15 people, chiefly 
members of the “Gang,” soloing at 
each stage time, with opportunities 
for orchestra, quartet, dancing solo- 
ists and the ballet to register and 
quite often acknowledge generous 
applause wit an encore, there is 
almost too much singing this week. 

Roxy’s mastering is the connect- 
ing link which without, despite the 
excellent talent, would dim long 
before its close in real entertain- 
ment values. He adds that hu .1an 
interest touch not only to radio 
listeners, but to Roxy theatre fans 
as well. They get a kick out of 
the number of osculatory ll berties | 
the director takes with his prettic°t | 
women. 

The Roxyettes display a routine 
that is without a par in excellence 
of formation ever seen on this| 
stage. And the ballet does a gorge- 
ous ocean wave number with long 


plumes of blue and white, corrected 
by lighting. 

One surprise at the second show | 
tonight was the appearance of | 
Madam Shumann-Heink, who is not 
a part of the regular stage program. 
Dressed in vivid green, she ack- 
nowledged Roxy’s warm greeting, at 
first chidingly, but finishing by 
describing herself as “the youngest 
member of the gang.” 

The Fox “Western” feature, fol- 
lowing such a classic hour and a 
half was a startling reversal of the 
house’s atmosphere, almost bodily 
transferring the Saturday night 1.1- 
trons over to some Sth avenue em- 


porium. Fans took it good na- 
turedly, talking throughout its 
length, laughing at its ridiculous 


situations and stilted dialog. 

One thing those well-trained ush- 
ers, especially on the loge floor, | 
should attempt to stifle, is the noise 


to crowd in the rear, and talk loud 
and long enough to disturb a good 


de- | percentage of the $1.50 ticket hold- 


Waly. 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 

Although the Oriental might be 
presumed to be more urgently in 
need of first aid, Balaban & Katz 
is electing to give the Chicago the 
benefit of a succession of ‘“‘names”’— 
Lillian Roth, Jack Oakie and Mitzi 
Green, who come in on successive 
weeks. 

This involves disrupting the sta- 
tus quo, sidetracking the New -York 
units into the Oriental, opening the 
local shows at the Chicago, and 
otherwise playing checkers with the 
set up. 

It is known that the Oriental 
more than any house in the loop re- 
sponds to personalities quicker and 
more enthusiastically, and withers 
for the lack of them more seriously. 
With grosses at that house narrow- 
ly avoiding a crimson-dipped $30,- 
000, considerable arching of eye- 
brows expressed local surprise at 
the decision to give the gravy to the 
already well-fed Chicago. 

In the privacy of the cabinet 
meetings it may have been esti- 
mated that the New York units are 
a great big slice of pie a la mode 
for the Oriental. Ma Publix re- 
serves the right to prescribe the 
diets for the offsprings. 

Surrounding Miss Roth the unit, 
“Autumn Fancies,” includes Fred 
Stritt, Graham and Johnson, Hilda 
and Dell and Dorothy Bowen. Un- 
commonly well backgrounded and 
dressed up, although no great ex- 
pense involved. Al Evans, pleasant 
person from Detroit. performs the 
m. c. chores nicely, with some in- 
cidental vocalizing. 


Stritt is a nut comie employing 
a couple of comedy stooges after 
the prevailing idea that requires all 
nut comics to have their own “and 
Co.” He got over fairly well, al- 
though his finish was not on a par 
with the more hilarious moments 
in his turn. 

Graham and Johnson, billed as 
“Two Black Dots,” are colored hoof- 
ers of super-agility. Especially re- 
markable is the accomplishment of 
a full and complicated tap routine 
while simultaneously skipping rope. 
Boys won a crescendo of applause 
and can play any picture house suc- 
cessfully. 

A girlish pair, Hilda and Dell, 
perform gracefully upon boxed slip- 
pers.. Dorothy Bowen has a richly 
melodious soprano. She is going 
hoi polloi only for a couple of weeks 
and for the first time. 

Reception for Lillian Roth and an 
endorsement at the end of her 
fourth number, “Sing, You Singers,” 
which impelled a second encore. 
Miss Roth was fetchingly inserted 
into a maroon creation of ultra de- 
sign. Her diction, with a couple of 
minor exceptions, was equal to the 
large theatre. She works hard and 
considering her youth, has. poise 
and experienced sureness, 

H. Leopold Spitalny, veteran Pub- 
lix maestro, batoned a medley of 
Pucciniana while 25 white linen 
clad cool-looking Petrilloites re- 
sponded ably. 

A Columbia cartoon produced in- 
ordinate laughter. Usual newsreel 
and Warners “Three Faces East’ 
counting upon Constance Bennett’s 
present vogue. 

Good biz Friday matinee. Land, 


CAPITOL, NEW YORK 


New York, Sept. 13. 
Good program at the Capitol this 


week but the business done, and 
there should be plenty, this time 
can credit 90% to the feature, “Call 


of the Flesh” (Metro). 

A reason why Manhattan is bet- 
ter off without m. c.’s of the aver- 
age run is vested right in the per- 
son of Ted Claire, guesting those 
prerogatives in the house. The aleck 
type who has dug back into the 
vaults for that confidential-to-the- 
audience stuff. Claire’s is flat and 
carries -with it the kind of person- 
ality jarring for what follows. 

Neat and unusual use of an irides- 
cent drop is made in the finale of 
the stage show. Carved out against 
a dark velvet background and side- 
walls is the featureless full face of 
a woman. Hale girls lift their yel- 
low skirts over its top, and three 
other dancers form the features be- 
fore curtain comes together. Girls 
earlier do a routine in three-quarter 
nude effect, one of neatest bits of 
costuming seen on this stage. 

Stepin Fetchit, colored, just has a 


way with him on the boards. His 
tapping is not extraordinary, but 
his drawl and use of the broken 
high hat are. They liked him a 


lot at the matinee performance. H's 


yawnings are termed “Bye, Bye, 
Plues.’ 

Max and his dog act are neat. 
teflex action of the canines and 


their game of leap frog as well as 
Max's twisting, worthwhile. 

sillie Gerber dances better than 
she sings and looks alluring in those 
green silk tights La Fayette and 
La Verne also dance and registered 


in team formatio.:. Waly. 
Lew Leslie has agreed to pay 
Kiviette, the costumer, $2,400 fromm 
his tncome from “Blackbirds of 
1930,” now on the road, in settle- 
ment of an action which Kiviette 
started against him. Abner Rubien, 
the costumer’s attorney, made the 
deal. j 


PARAMOUNT, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Sept. 12. 

One of the poorest stage shows 
Paramount has had here since stage 
acts were resumed, is “Kampus 
Kuties,” current, with “The Sea 
God” on the screen. 

An attempt was made to catch a 
collegiate atmosphere. Opened with 


girls doing football scrimmage. 
Fall all over each other without 
reason. Seemed to have no set 


routine and the number died. 


Sisters Jean (or Sisters G-Ger- 
mans?) came on looking much like 
the Dolly Sisters in costume cand 
make-up and went through the 
gyrations of an ordinary dance. 
Neither class nor ability, and re- 
action nil. 


- Ken Whitmer as m. c. next intro- 
duced the Three Blue Blazes, tap 
dancers, as an act of extraordinary 
importance, Why is a mystery. 
These boys have played around here 
considerably. Dancing fair. Noth- 
ing to go wild over. 

Eddie Magill, megaphone singer, 
drew mild applause, and then Ted 
and Willie Hale, juggling comedians. 
Juggling okeh but spoiled most of 
their patter gags by laughing first 
themselves. 

Whitmer with his band numbers 
best. Boys play well. Toward -fin- 
ish Susette Steppers did pleasing 
dance ensemble in long white 
dresses. Only number in which 
they appeared to have been suffi- 
ciently rehearsed. 

For a house of the class of the 
Paramount “Kampus Kuties” 
cidedly out of its element. Would 
hardly have passed muster in a 
neighborhood 2d run. Rivers. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 11. 
The Publix West Coast division, 
with the aid of all the facilities of 
the Paramount studios, is making 
a yeoman effort to put over the 
downtown Paramount, now in its 


third week of stage show policyie® * 


The first fortnight was a repeater 
through ‘Animal Crackers” holding 
over. 


First show was said to cost $10,- 
000 and did $35,000 and $20,000 on 
its first two weeks. Nothing to brag 
about in a 3,500-seat house to a 
25-75c scale. 

Current show looks at least $4,000, 
not counting the Jules Buffano band 
which doubles from pit to stage. 
That figure will obtain for a spell, 
although it is desired to bring the 
nut down to $3,000. 


First week’s show was staged by 
Busby Berkeley and built at the 
Paramount studios. Berkeley is a 
Par (film) revue stager, but when 
interfered with by the theatre de- 
partment, he stepped out and Harry 
Gourfain, former Publix unit pro- 
ducer in the east, was brought in. 

What this house needs the most 
for its new policy now is some ex- 
pert staging and all the $10,000 and 
$4,000 shows cannot overcome the 
deficiencies of a unit dragging its 
course haplessly for 45 minutes. 

Maybe it’s the people, but chiefly 
it’s the staging. After all, the local 
William Morris office, which books 
the talent for these w. c. units, isn’t 


loading up its Publix affiliation with __ 


talent just for the commish. 


Gourfain had good timbre to work 
with in this show. Paramount lent 
the house Irvin Talbot for the guest 
conductor's berth in the pit, leaving 
Buffano strictly on the stage. Ralph 
Rainger and Ray ‘Turner, piano 
team, were also donated by the 
studio for an extra flash at a twin 
piano specialty. Rainger, with Ed- 
gar Fairchild, was formerly on 
Broadway in “The Little Show” 
(also composing the “Moanin’ Low” 
hit), and now with Ray Turner, one 
of Paul Whiteman’s ex-ivory tick- 
lers, it’s as expert a team as any, 
but as presented here it was just 
one of those things, 

Ted Leary is the principal funster. 
He doesn’t m. ce. strictly, which as- 
signment is left to Jules Buffano, 
but just as often takes things away 


from the band leader’s control. 
Leary’s wife, Auriole Craven, is a 
ha-cha-ha ‘boo-dooper, who knows 


how to sefl it 
house manner. 

Earl LaVere, the Three Lunatics 
and the Mosconi Ensemble round 
out the personnel, 


Just how many comprise the 
Mosconi troupe isn’t quite clear, 
through the intermingling of mass 
staging. In all there are 32 
and 16 boys. 
ful and that 48 could be cut to ad- 
vantage as it crowds the premises 
needlessly, and Gourfain’s knowl- 
edge of eastern Publix standards 
should indicate that it’s not a mat- 
ter of quantity. 

The local idea for the moment is 
to impress the neighbors and cut 
into the nearby Loew’s State which, 
nonetheless, is getting many of their 
pennies, for which draw Rube Wolf 
is Jargely credited. That m. c. and 
stage band leader and the F. & M. 
units at the State are now acknow!]- 
edged local institutions, and despite 


in approved picture 


the fanfare and hullaballo that 
house has, if anything, been doing 
better than ever. Loth houses in 
this local battle are not stinting 
(Continued on page 47) 
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VARIETY 


VAUDE HOUSE REVIEWS 


Wednesday, September 17, 1930 


New Acts 


BEVERLY HILL BILLIES (7) 
With Mr. Tallfeller 

Music, Songs 

18 Mins.; One 

Chinese, Hollywood. 


Hoilywood, Sept. 11. 

For their first theatre booking, 
the Beverly Hill Billies, local radio 
entertainers, get $3,500 weekly-—-or 
"$5,000 if’ they can push the gross 
above $25,000. Considering that 
“Hell’s Angels” is in its i5th week 
at the house and that the gross last 
week didn’t touch five figures, the 
Billies probably will be content with 
$3,500. 

At their maiden stage perform- 
ance the ready-nade mountaineers 
naturally were without stage pres- 
ence and a well-rounded routine. 
which things are necessary even to 
Hill Billies. But their draw was 
evident and the $3,500 investment 
should be more than returned to the 
theatre. 

In five months of nightly music 
and nasal vowelings, the six Hill 
Billies have attracted thousands of 
listeners-in to the independent and 
previously unimportant station, 
KMPC, in Beverly Hills. Their 
manager and announcer, Mr. Tall- 
feller (Glen Price), created a phoney 
but romantic ballyhoo for them 
which has credulous listeners be- 
lieving the boys actually live in 
cabins in the hills of Beverly, and 
their presence there is attributed 
to a roving band of Arkansas and 
Tennessee Hill Billies who are said 
to have invaded California during 
the nineteenth century. He further 
states that the beys refuse to ac- 
cept money for their radio work, 
and sympathetic listeners regularly 
carry food and other presents to the 
radio station. 

When radio fans gladly swallow 
such ballyhoo a theatre with $1.50 
top is not the ideal place to cash in 
on the ‘popularity, A pop-price 
house would be much better. 

‘Inserted in Grauman’s prolog, 
which still retains its fancy appear- 4 
ance, although some of its acts have 

Been dropped, the boys managed to 
carry along nicely until the finish, 
when a weak ending eased them 
out. Accompanying themselves on 
guitars, violins and accordion, they 
let loose on such numbers as “Listen 
to the Mocking Bird,” “The Bloom 
Is on the Sage” and other products 
of the chewing tobacco age. 

The period wag high-lighted by a 
yodel solo from Elton Britt, 15- 
year-old imported by plane from 
Arkansas and guesting with the 
boys at the station for several 
weeks. Singing with desperate 
concentration, Elton was his own 
private panic. 

Introduction and announcements 
were made by Mr. Talifeller, the 
city slicker, who goes through the 
fame routine at the studio. His 
build-up was aimed right at the 
radio crowd, including mention of 
mother and her knee, done to soft 
music, and paved a good entrance 
for the boys. 

A slow, soft ballad was the wrong 
finish, but a replacement will take 
care of that. 

And $3,500 for a break-in week 
isn’t bad! Bang. 


TEMPLETON BROS. and JEANNE 

UPHAM 
Dancing and Songs 
20 Mins.; Full (Special) 
58th St. 

Dancing is the main attraction 
here with the Templeton’ Bros., 
from musicals, working smoothly 
with Miss Upham, formerly teamed 
with other steppers in flash acts. 
Carl Byal, tenor, fills in acceptably 
between the Brothers’ and Miss 
Upham’s specialty numbers. 

Templetons look well in full dress 
and have an extensive repertoire of 
steps, putting their stuff over with 
plenty of style. Comedy song 
which has the boys discarding opera 
capes revealing them in tights for 
acrobatic dance routine is laid out 
with real showmanship and de- 
served the applause received. Idea 
is a take-off on the street pajama 
wearing fad in vogue last summer 
here and there. 

Miss Upham is best on her toes 
in a Chinese number that has Byal 
holding down the song assignment. 
Except for the opening number she 
works independently of the two 
men dancers. 

Tastefully mounted and speedily 
routined act, can hold down an early 
spot on any vaude house bill. 
Closing here it went over with ease. 


Biowarp and TODD 
Songs and Talk 

12 Mins.; One 

58th St. 

Two girls offering a songolog 
along comedy lines, with cross-fire 
chatter about marriage, men and 
kindred subjects to space harmony 
numbers. Opening has the girls 
on in bridal outfits tearing into an 
old time pop, “Wedding Bells Will 
You Ever Ring for Me” and push- 
ing it for two choruses. 

Lightweight talk about good men 
being hard to find these days after 
which the girls warble a medley of 
old boys winding up with fair 
yodelling. Heavier of the girls has 
a flair for comedy, getting laughs 
with her mugging Turn just a 
fille: for smaller vaudfilm, 


NASH and FATELY 
Comedy 

11 Mins.; Two 
Hippodrome 

Very tall young man and diminu- 
tive girl with a loose medley of 
eatch-as-catch-can bits, none espe- 
cially striking and the whole act 
grading small time early spot at 
best. 

Starts with tall youth sitting in 
tiny backfiring auto on dark stage. 
Girl crashes on and they go into 
unrelated cross . fire with some 
knockabout. Comedy in difference 
in sizes with some good acrobatics 
growing out of tall boy's handling 
of mite of girl as incidental to ec- 
centric stepping. 

Girl is off and boy goes into rope 
spinning with the stale line of gag- 
ging, suggesting Will Rogers, it was 
so different. Rope manipulation is 
simple. They do capital acrobatic 
taps through whirling lariat loop 
for finish that is best thing of turn. 
Need coaching to develop what is 
now but the germ of an act. Pair 
look like embryo talent. Rush. 


GRANVILLE and EDWARDS (2) 
Comedy Talk and Dancing 
17 Mins.; Full Stage 
Englewood, Chicago 

This act is “Off and On,” open off 
and finish on, which was used for- 
merly by Flanagan and Edwards 
and Faber and Burnet. Neely Ed- 
wards here returns from the screen 
to team with Bernard Granville, out 
of legit productions. Act is some- 
what “dated,” but for houses where 
these two performers are known, 
should make the grade. 
Act concerns itself with a plotless 
story of two hoofers getting up in 
the morning,with a hang-over and 
preparing. to make the first show. 
Talk is leisurely, with none of the 
rapid gag crossfire of present-day 
routines, but manages to hold inter- 
est. Act closes in one, with Gran- 
ville delivering a neat hoofing spe- 
cialty. 


DANCE MANNEQUINS (8) 

Dance Revue 

20 Mins.; Full (Special Drapes) 
58th Street 

Nicely mounted, intelligently rou- 
tined and colorfully costumed dance 
flash that rates a spot on any vaud- 
film house program, mainly because 
its’ personnel sticks to its dancing 
only. 

Frances Hart, premier, does toe 
and acrobatic stuff in finished style, 
a radium number on a darkened 
stage proving particularly effective. 
In support is a youthful male hoofer 
in a vast variety of legomania and 
worthy of second billing. 

Line group of six makes three 
changes with a rope dancing num- 
ber the high spot, 


4 ROSETTIS 
Tight Rope 
15 Mins. (Ring) 
Cirque d’Hiver, Paris 
Paris, Sept. 6. 

Tight rope acrobatic act by one 
man and two girls. Stopped the 
show. Act at the Cirque d’Hiver in 
the ring, but would be internation- 
ally good on any vaude or picture 
house stage. 

Apart from individual work, they 
perform combined tricks, such as 
the man walking the rope and hold- 
ing the girl by her hands above his 
head. Act fast without padding. 


British Film Field 


(Continued from page 6) 


being well plugged for the next 
Honours List. On the question of 
a title, the film business has cried 
wolf so many times it may come 
when least expected. 

One More American 


Tip here is Columbia will soon 
distribute in this field either on its 
own account or through another 
American house. At present Gau- 
mont has Columbia product. If this 
comes through, British distributors 
generally will be left with nothing 
but home product. 

With a new Government coming 
in, if it happened to be Conserva- 
tive as is most likely, tariffs are 
sure to go on, and the all-American 
distributors will be working under 
another handicap in addition to 
Quota. Inside political tip is in near 
future 10% ad valoram duty is like- 
ly to be imposed on all manufact- 
ured products coming into the coun- 
try, change of Government or not, 
on account of high unemployment 
figures and manufacturing depres- 
sion, This duty would go for films. 


Max Trell, who helped turn out 
First National's publicity before he 
went over to King Features, has 
written a children’s story about a 
contrary little boy named Tom 
Lynn, Book is called “Tom and 
Mot,” and Cosmopolitan Book Corp. 
is publishing it. 

Max went to Paris once, but 
didn't get any ideas for children's 
stories there. But he got a wife on 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. 13. 

Charley Kaley, former Granada 
and’ Marboro m. c. and a “name” 
locally, is this week’s headliner. He 
has been teamed for the week with 
Carl Webster’s Yale Collegians, but 
with the billing not making the dis- 
tinction clear. 

Kaley is a stalwart person, rather 
like a good-looking fullback, so he 
fits into the collegiate background 
nicely. His own contributions con- 
sist in a number of songs inserted 
within the band at intervals. He 
has assurance and poise along with 
manly physique, flashing ivory 
molars and personality. Under the 
circumstances, and particularly as 
affecting women, he doesn't have to 
be a Caruso. 

Yale is really the shipping point 
for the Webster band. They have 
the peppy campus notions that made 
Horace Heidt in recent years, and 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians’ before 
that, stand out. Just now the boys 
can’t make up their minds whether 
to stick to the grease paint or to go 
into the commercial world and see if 
the Yale paper i3 negotiable. They 
have been playing together for five 
summers, with all but four of the 
members graduating last June and 
the others having one more year 


with the textbooks. 


Novelty is the conscious ideal of 
most college orchestras. This one 
follows th Louis Armstrong type of 
frenzied orchestrating, but also us- 
ing numerous comedy versions, kid- 
ding ete. Vera Van, former Fanchon 
& Marcoite and sister of the leader, 
puts over several specialties, ‘hot 
warbling and later some strutting, 
both neat. 
Bill opened with Daro and Costa 
Co. When keeping to the adagio, 
which: is their natural accomplish- 
ment, the couple are safe. Ball- 
rooming and tangoing is a little out 
of their line, and no amount of agil- 
ity quite hides the essential lack of 
that sinuous rhythm necessary to 
make fandangoes mean anything. 
A male solo hoofer provides satis- 
factory intervals. 
Walter “Dare” Wahl raising acro- 
batics to the dignity of inspired 
pantomime gave the show a great 
laughing deuce. Eddie Borden, as- 
sisted by “Sir” Francis Young and 
Dot Brown, was the other big gig- 
glefest. 
In between one of those nice, quiet 
turns featuring Billy Kelly, the 
Page Sisters struggled with. inter- 
mittent success against incipient 
audience boredom. Comedy turns, 
so called and so intended, must real- 
ly be provided with comedy situa- 
tions capable of exploitation. Other- 
wise the best of talent will flounder. 
Those peppy Page girls are adding 
dancing to their vo-de-o-do. 
“Outside the Law” (U) for the 
screen. Art Frasik, the Bay City, 
Mich., boy, put his trench troops 
through a semi-classical overture 
with some special fiddling. Land. 


HIPPODROME, N. Y. 


Bargain show idea seems to have 
clicked here for the drop-ins. This 
performance ran little over three 
hours with plenty to bring ’em in. 
Layout has eight acts, feature pre- 
release in “On Your Back” (Fcx) 
and heavily billed flicker record of 
the Singer-McLarnin bout at the 
Stadium and still fresh in the pub- 
lic mind. 

Fight pictures might have ex- 
plained a near-capacity lower floor 
and eight or ten rews upstairs, but 
the number of women discounted 
that. Draw secms to be the bar- 
gain of long show at four bits for 
the Saturday mat. This week is a 
repetition of the same thing the 
week before. 

It’s a routine small bill with four 
strong comedy acts and the rest 
casual filler support. The four 
standard numbers were well spotted 
and the whole layout makes a good 
flash at no great expense on the 
payroll. 

Substance of the show starts in 
No. 4 with Little Pipifax and Co., 
knockabout clown, supported by 
dancing girl and straight acrobat. 
Pipifax does white face clown with 
a clean cut routine of pantomimic 
comedy tricks and the familiar table 
and chair falls, straight worker 
foiling and girl used in neat dance 
bits for change of pace. 

Pace was carried on in next spot 
by Gordon and Walker, hoke male 
duo made up of straight and stooge. 
Here under a handicap due to diffi- 
culty of gettine crossfire talk over 
in the huge barn. However, the 
hoke knockabout and the first rate 
stepping of the comic carried the 
day. Singing straight was under 
wraps, going the megaphone and 
cutting the warbling. Nicely framed 
rough comedy turn for this type of 
clientele. 

With two laugh sessions in a row 
program blender slipped in a quiet 
straight singing number next in 
Harry Girard’s Ensembie, Girard 
being a singing teacher in California 
who has been traveling for last 
year or so with a group of his pupils. 
There are 12 girls in this group who 
form an excellent choir. Voices 
suggest oratorio, but this arrange- 
ment is far from vaudeville. Cos- 
tuming is dull and the dancing even 
duller, routines being about lively 
as-a sedate minuet. Perhaps the 
idea is to get as far away from 
jazzy vaudeville as possible for a 
contrast that throws attention to 


the other side. Maybe that’s it. 


the singing. Just’as well that way. 


Girls were not nearly so inspiring 
in their one semi-undress as when 
singing and wearing long. skirts. 
For they really can sing and even 
if they do’ stick to the old stand- 
ard classics, this crowd responded 
whole heartedly. 

Young Pat Hennings was next to 
closing, getting full returns, gener- 
ous even for that spot. Working 
more alone than ever as Pa and Ma 
stand further aside. Youngster has 
tightened up his routines and now 
has a meaty specialty full of com- 
edy tricks and great stepping rou- 
tines. 


Carl Freed and his’ orchestra 
closed satisfactorily. Nice combi- 
nation this and sure fire with 


Freed’s comedy hoke and eccentric 
musical twists. Well worked bit of 
stealing the different musicians’ in- 
struments worked for dandy build 
up and amusing hoke stunts by the 
eight bandsmen_ sustained high 
laugh percentage. Sightly girl dan- 
cer used for an interpolated solo 
acrobatic bit, completed a show- 
manly layout. 

Earlier trio of turns comprised 
Toto and Co., Japanese rope walker 
doing the “Slide for Life’ and the 
same who doubled in the legit show 
“Excess Baggage.” Two girls as-. 
sist, doing bit of harmonizing and 
one of them appearing alone for an 
oriental dance that could as easily 
be omitted. 

Patent Leather Boys No. 2 are 
pair of colored men, one at piano 
with brief singing bits and the other 
an agile dancer. Restricted by ab- 
sence of comedy. 

Nash and Fately (New Acts). — 

Rush, 


86th ST. 


Good laugh show with plenty of 
dancing for first half.. Eddie Con- 
rad (Conrad and Eddy) copped the 
show for comedy in getaway spot. 
Buddy Doyle, under cork, was a 
close runner-up, 


Royal Samoans, nine men and 
featuring Leilehua Auld, femme 
dancer, opened, getting over with a 
pleasant South Sea Island frolic of 
singing and dancing, with Miss 
Auld’s native dances convincing 
Harlem is by no means. the peer of 
hot spots. Setting, in Samoa, is at- 
tractive and lighted well. 

Grace Doro was satisfactory in 
the deuce with her pianolog running 
from pop,to concert delivery and 
with the pianiste past mistress of 
both divisions. For encore Miss 
Doro planted an accordion specialty 
with woman plant warbling from 
box, the combo sending her away to 
good applause. 

Doyle tickled them with his talk 
and songs. Doyle spots his turn in 
two sections, which follow con- 
currently and probably constitute 
two acts because of length of run- 
ning time. At any rate they’re 
billed that way. Doyle plants his 
talk and clowning with Peggy 
Hoover, attractive blond, and then 
goes into a full stage set lighted 
levee for more clowning and some 
excellent hoofing by Three Small 
Brothers, “Chick” Hayes and Miss 
Hoover. Tap and hard shoe dancing 
by all, and worked up for a bang 
over finish. 

Eddie Conrad and Marion Eddy 
followed and cleaned up on comedy 
through Conrad's eccentric delivery 
and low comedy thrusts, with Miss 
Eddy feeding capably. Hit of the 
show Saturday afternoon. 

“Rain or Shine” (Col), on screen. 
Also shots of the Singer-McLarnin 


fight. 
Biz very slim Saturday after- 
noon. Edba. 


R-K-O, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 11, 

Just another unit this week, with 
nothing much to recommend it as 
entertainment. Vaude fans must 
have sensed it, as the house was 
about half’ filled for the first show 
Thursday. It’s usually near a sell 
out, 

Smeroff and Sonia, Ted and Al 
Waldman, Marty May and Anatolo 
Freidland’s 12 o’clock Revue make 
up the bill, appearing in the order 
named. 

Smeroff and Sonia, with a dog act, 
display a fast routine of acrobatics 
by the man, with four trick dogs 
imitating his falls. Good material 
for an opener and pleased. 

Ted and Al Waldman next with 
plenty of blue gags and some blue 
music on harmonicas. Music is oke, 
but there's need of fresh chatter. 
Both work in blackface. 

Marty May, next to closing, not 
only looks, acts and plays a fiddle 
like Jack Benny—he uses a few of 
Benny’s gags. He's a good per- 
former and should get a few gags 
he could call his own. Jean Carroll, 
a looker and a smart tap dancer, 
comes on for a number and a little 
gab. Her dancing is plenty hot and 
guarantees a good finish. 

“Twelve o’Clock Revue” closed. 
Eight girls and two boys take up 
the stage for 20 minutes. May 
comes on and acts as m, c., but it 
doesn’t help. The act develops into 
a challenge dance among the line 
girls. A dead pan and voiceless lad 
gathers a few laughs mugging with 
tad and that’s about all there is to 
it. 

Unit costs an even three grand, 
oT the flash act getting most of 
it. 

“End of the Lone Wolf” 
cartoon comedy and 


(Col), 
Pathe news 


PALACE, NEW YORK. 


(St. Vaude) 

Palace audience Saturda 
noon had its first chance in a lon 
while to go sentimental, ang it aig 
even more so than Gus Van, th 
subject of the demonstration, Bs 
who appeared to have dificulty With 
his own emotiohs. Gus kept ‘ag 


Straight-faced as possible i : 
reception lasted but was’ the 
have later broken down SObbing j 
his dressing room. No wonder. 


For Gus, when he ste 
first time alone on the 
there was a minute of applause.” 
round after each song and in de 
tween three encores, and more lat, . 
he walked off with a 
oral present. The 
speech. 


It was a great tribute to this 
remaining member of vaudeville’ 
greatest singing team. He did en 
mention the name of Joe Schenck 
at any time, an immediate sign: of 
good taste, with the lamented Joe 
suggested only faintly by lyric, For 
his last number, Van announcin 
he had learned it the day before 
thinking it particularly suited to 
this house, Gus sang that he’s not 
so much alone. 


Gus was right when, while thank: 
ing the audience, he said that from 
the Palace response he sees.a bright 
future for himself as a: single en- 
tertainer, There is no doubt he will 
This singer as a single is a jewel 
character man, neat, smart acting 
showman. No one in vaude go well 
versed in the various dialects. In 
the course of one number, wherein 
reference was made to the old car 
barn days by a nicely .written in- 
troduction, Van does. Hebe, Irish, 
Cockney, Wop, Dutch and Coon, the 
latter as a colored preacher deliver- 
ing a sermon and the rest mainly 
snatches from the old repertoire, He 
impressed as a singer and single 
act despite the audience's sob. Van 
will not have any trouble with his 
single. 


Along with Gus.Van is one of 
those once - in - a - booker’s-lifetime 
Palace bills this week; under aver- 
age in salary cost but above in 
entertainment value, dishing out 
more of what's wanted than any 
of the high priced shows of the re- 
cent past. It hits at about $11,000, 
The bill has everything: singing, 
dancing, novelty, comedy. There 
was no need for worry about com- 
edy after Ted Healy was booked, 
and none done apparently, with but 
one other act after laughs. Healy 
had the comedy end under control 
and made the show with his punch 
insertions between the acts before 
closing the bill with his own 
stooges. Layout lacked nothing in 
pattern or playing. 


Harriet Hoctor’s third week at the 
Palace out of five, sets a new sort 
of repeat record. She hasn't played 
two weeks in succession, but re- 
turned twice after a week's interval. 
No chance-taking in. repeating Miss 
Hoctor at the Palace or anywhere 
else. She is something to watch 
time and again. And when this 
girl appears with an almost en- 
tirely mew act for the third trip, it’s 
one more detail to yell about for 
this premier ballerina of America. 


With Miss Hoctor this week are 
Nelson Snow and Charles Colum- 


after. 


bus, that dance accompanist-team 
of many dancing women. They 
were Miss Hoctor’s first. vaude 


partners, in 1922. Close the act with 
the “Promise Me” number from the 
old one, announced on the program 
and from the stage. Miss Hoctors 
one repeat number is the Jazz ballet, 
a necessity since it’s her best bet 
for vaude. With the gigolo opener 
and ensuing toe number to improve 
her vaude standing even more. 


Three Sailors were the other 
comedy act besides Healy, next 
closing the first part after Miss 
Hoctor and before Van, making it 
a nice clean bill between their 
water spitting and Healy's stooge 
stuff. The Sailors got over in their 
usual way, on the knockabout pan- 
tomime and a dancing finish. 
Second part opened with another 
show-stop, this by Al Siegel and 
Ethel Merman, a new addition to 
the small number of top notch 
mixed piano and singing teams 
Miss Merman is gradually becom 
ing more proficient for the vaude 
stage. When her singing some day 
is as genius-like as Siegal’s piano 
playing and arranging, she will be 
set by herself. With Siegal not 
worrying about anyone depreciating 
his contribution to this act’s proe~ 
ress, meanwhile. 
Healy and “His | 
didn’t get on till almost 5. Pit band 
switched to the stage to back- 
ground. All new stooges this time, 
with Eddie Moran the head man 
among them, He’s superior to 
Healy’s main foils of the past ‘oo 
others with him were not dul 
sure Saturday, probably nervous 
but they seemed to have the re 
quired appearance and style, ant 
the Healy material made them sure 
fire. There was no better come y 
job on the bill than Moran's 
ulation of the clothes tearing 9! 
Hits arrived early as well as - 
the body of the bill. Both the pat 
elty dance opener, Wilson, KepP 
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FOX, BROOKLYN 


“changes,” current F. & Idea, 
js no credit to either F. & M. or the 
Fox, Brooklyn. Specialty workers 


w, perhaps the smallest num- 
Peontained in an “Idea.” 
Femme chorus support is terrible. 
Another batch of “Graphic” beauts. 

At one time the chorus girls in 
F. & M. units were a bet in them- 
selves, able to dance and sing capa- 
ply, besides knowing how to wear 
costumes. These 12 are only po- 
seurs. Their dance routines are of 
the simplest steps. Only once do 
they make an attempt at singing, 
then barely audible. Perhaps the 
pest thing was to give these girls 
as little as possible to do, since F, 
& M. had to live up to the tie-up 
agreement with the New York 
“Graphic” to use the beauty contest 
winners. 

Fox’s “Song o’ My Heart,” with 
John McCormack, feature, and drew 
a goodly crowd at an early hour 
Saturday. For the second show. 
which went on at 2.20, orchestra 
was filled. 

Ron and Don, two house organ- 
ists, stage a contest to get the audi- 
ence to accompany their console 
music. Contest was between wets 
and drys, and got results wnen the 
wets were called upon to vocalize. 
Some stimulant of this sort is nee- 
essary to get the usually timid pa- 
‘trons to exercise their tonsils. 

In carrying out the scheme of 
“Changes,” costumes were changed 
as frequently as possible behind a 
huge painting. Scene represented 
an artist’s studio. Costume changes 
were worked real cleverly by Doc 
Baker, who took a hand at warbling 
a few songs and gagging with the 
artist. Latter was Art Handley, and 
only once did he show what his 
nimble fingers could accomplish. 
Had eight girls in line holding large 
white placards. Moved from one to 
the other in quick succession and on 
each drew a cartoon drawing of 
various familiar cartoon strip char- 
acters. After that just foiled for 
Baker and added a little atmosphere. 

Muriel MHardner, nice looking 
blonde, the only femme specialty 
worker in the troupe. Good dancer 
and specializes in various styles of 
hoofing. 

Snyder and Cooley, shoved in the 
last minute to replace Walzer and 
Dyer, who, although billed with the 
unit, are out of it, were the big hit. 
Boys start with hoke warbling and 
smacking one anoher around. Drift 
into comedy dancing and knock- 
about acrobatics. Make a quick 
change and reappear for fast 
straight leg work. Boys have been 
in vaude for quite some time and 
are improving as they go along. 

A few minutes before the finale 
the orch pit arose, with Frankie 
Jenks, m. c.-pit leader for the 3d 
week, in comedy interpretations of 
the pop “Thank Your Father” as 
sung. Jenks does the warbling 
nicely and with personality. Opens 
with straight singing, goes to hick, 
and closes doing the song first as a 
Yiddish dirge and then in opera 
style. Latter two were cleverly 
thought up, with the boys in the 
orch also lending vocal support. Got 
big applause. 

Unit closes three minutes later. 
Finale was first laid in the orient, 
oke scenically, and then a quick 
change, for an Occidental setting. 
Only entertainment other than the 
gals posing, was Baker singing a 
recitative song about the “changes” 
and Miss Hardner doing an oriental 
dance, 

Only Doc Baker and Art Handley 
introduced. Both Miss Hardner and 
Snyder and Cooley, especially the 
latter, should be mentioned over the 
footlights. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 13. 

Booking could be picked apart 
at this house current week. Monot- 
ony of songs and dances, following 
one right after the other. Four 
straight turns without a giggle. 

First mention goes to Joe Marks, 
closing the bill, who saved the af- 
ternoon by giving ’em a chance to 
laugh. Unfortunate that Joe Marks 
| 9. 18 spotted closing here, since, as 
his act is divided into the parts 
by the drop of the curtain, a walk- 
Cut started at the conclusion of 
the first hoke part. When he held 
up his hand and told the mob that 
€ was willing to give ’em more 
they all turned around and hustled 
back to their seats. And while 
most of Marks’ material is age-old 
and no riot to the wise mob, he 
had this audience eating out of his 


hand. Every prattfall was a goal, 
ters false stép a laugh. After 
Our acts of straight vaude, this 


turn couldn't miss. 


= Opening were Archie and Gertie 
alls, acrobatic turn, and over very 
well, Biggest items were the work 
Miss Falls onthe rope, and 
Falls’ tumbling. Single 
eats was the foot-catch; came 

hexpectedly and big as a surprise 
stunt. While Miss Falls is switch- 


‘ng skirts, Archie Falls contributed 


the first dancing bit of the after- 
noon, 


two youngsters, Geraldine 
rm Romie: are back from a_ sojourn 

“urope, Which is proved mainly 
Hand, 


by a French “I Kiss Your 


Madame”. from little’ Geraldine. 
They sing and dafice well enough. 
with the closing Apache number 
as a solid punch. The spinning 
dervish head whirl which Joe 
tosses off is a knockout. This bit 
could never miss, and enough to 
sell any such turn. Geraldine and 
Joe both sing and dance. 


Bert Rome and Henry Dunn held 
down the trey spot with ease, the 
straight vocalizing making the 
grade with this audience. Both 
Dunn and Rome and oke pipes, and 
need nothing else to please. 


Vercell Sisters have a poor flash 
act; came on quietly and left the 
same way. The six male hoofers 
saved the day with their fast tap 
and challenge hoofing. Making the 
fourth straight turn without a sin- 
gle laugh and which presented danc- 
ing and singing. 

“Doughboys” (M-G) feature. 

Business good first show, with 
holdouts waiting to get in down- 
stairs. 


EMPIRE, PARIS 


Paris, Sept. 6. 


The Empire opened yesterday 
with a new fortnightly bill, by far 
the best there for months. This, 
besides the opening of the season, 
is due to the necessity for the Em- 
pire to impress and retain its 
patronage before the opening in a 
few weeks of the opposition Plaza. 
To this permanent opposition will 
be added that of the Chatelet in the 
second half of November. 


These combined reasons have re- 
sulted in a very unusual bill, in- 
cluding three standard American 
acts, four animal turns, of which 
at least two are excellent; also 
Inaudi and his arithmetical calis- 
thenics, and two other local acts. 


First half starts with Donios’ 
dogs, some of the tricks obtaining 
quite good applause. Mille, a very 
local tenor, is on the bill to give 
unadvertised talent a chance to 
publicize itself. Empire permits 
the local vaude association (Union 
des Artistes) to nominate one of its 
members on the Empire stage. 


Fulvia, on a long perch, on a glass 
supported by a table. He builds a 
column of bottles, climbing up as he 
builds. Good reception. 


Horse act by Madame Marcelle 
Houcke. M. Houcke afterwards 
presents a dozen horses to consid- 
erable success. He appears as an 
officer of the French cavalry and 
the 12 horses carry dummies dressed 
as French African native cavalry- 
men with brown faces and white 
cloaks. It turned into an exceed- 
ingly humorous military parade. 


Then came Luxor, who does an 
imitation of female singing and 
scored heavily when imitating a 
ukulele, Inaudi, lightning calcu- 
lator, was well liked. 


Closing first half are Carlos and 
Chita and their two partners, whose 
adagio took the bill’s hit. Before 
the adagio they did a waltz with 
time for shanging costume filled in 
by A. Andy, local comedian, who 
evidently saw Ben Blue in France. 

After intermission the Three 
Kings opened well. Alibert, native 
local entertainer, did quite big with 
a single number. Numbers done 
with a femme partner, Gaby Sims, 


weren't so good, owing to. the 
femme, 
Next to closing Joe and Pete 


Michon, getting most laughs for the 
same kind of stunts as had already 
won Empire houses. American 
3ricklayers, dog act, without any 
human on the stage, closed. It held 
the house. 


81st STREET 


Vaude nothing to rave about 
Saturday. It was too early to geta 
line on the pull “Rain or Shine” 


(Col), might have. Light house at 
matinee. 

Show rounded out fair entertain- 
ment. Most of the turns had been 
around the Bro1dway vaudfilm 
shops, little novelty to anything that 
was shown. Osaka Bros., seldom 
are the Japs so billed, generally as 
a troupe, -bring back reminders of 
the old days when barrel juggling 
by expert pedal workers. from the 
Orient opened or closed many of the 
bills. 

Closing tricks here had the audi- 
ence giving the Japs more than the 
acts of this type usually receive. 
Mills and Bobbie, second. Between 
their rough hoke byplay and mimicry 
and*dancing, they pleased, although 
some of their material seems a trifle 
overdone. They are hard workers. 


Sam Mann is back in a revival of 
“The New Leader.” Mann makes a 
pleasant bit of the musical director. 
Not much to the assisting company, 
which could stand improvement. 
However, it’s up to Mann to carry 
the act, and he does. 

Harry Fox and Beatrice Curtis 
are back in a house where they have 
played many times. The wise- 
cracking and the songs by Harry 
found ready fav. In the closing spot 
was the Betty Jane Cooper Revue, 
more of a tapping exhibition than 
anything else. The Lathrop Boys 
did splendid team work. Miss Cooper, 
if Miss Cooper, displayed some 
nifty tapping herself, and also some 
acrobatics that helped Good 
dancing turn of kind Mark. 


ALBEE, B’KLYN 


Best lined up bill in some weeks 
currently. Acts take it away from 
the picture by a wide margin. 

No dynamic names but five stand- 
ard acts, all topnotchers and com- 
bining to make for a fast, classy 
diversifying show which maintained 
a speed gusto. Good house Monday 
eve. 

Elizabeth Morgan, dancer, 
achieved grace and class honors in 
opener with her “Continental Re- 
vue.” Aside from the _ talented 
featured member, it enlists Sherr 
Brothers, nifty dance team with 
buck and hard shoe; Don Donald- 
son, who handles the doubles with 
Miss Morgan, and Larry Raymonde 
at the piano. Miss Morgan’s waltz 
and tango with Donaldson are 
superb, with the spacing dance con- 
tributions of the Sherrs helping in 
the build up. Class act thai rang 
the bell. 

Vox and Walters also whammed 
over for top results in their venirilo- 


quialisms, with Vox’s dual voice 
test and Miss Walter’s “crying 
baby” bits the standouts. Usual 


comedy gibkerage with the dummies 
holding up for laughs and sending 
the team away to resonant applause. 


Clyde Cook, screen comic, moved 
up from four t) trev, tickled the 
mob with its lamplight polisher’s 
low comedy. 

Marion Sunshine, with Lou Melan 
at piano, scored a ten-strike with 
her latest combo of songs and 
travesty impressions of Ruth Etting, 
Helen Kane and Maurice Chevalier, 
with the Lenore Ulric impresh she 
has been doing. “I Don’t Know 
Why,” whimsical plaint of a flirta- 
tious maid, makes a nifty opener. 
Miss Sunshine follows with the Ett- 
ing impresh in “Ten Cents a Dance,” 
then Helen Kane in a bocp-a-docp 
and Chevalier for getaway. They 
went for them all here and how. 
Plenty of recalls but no encores. 
Miss Sunshine deserves credit for 
not over feeding them, and conse- 
quently walked with the hit of the 
show. 

Cab Calloway and Missourians, 
colored, jazzed things right in closer 
with a program of torrid tunes of 
which “St. James Blues” and “Tiger 
Rag” stood out. Cora La Redd 
planted a vocal, also of torrid 
variety as spacer, and Joie and 
Pewee, youngsters, unleased some 
nifty stepping that helped, but Cal- 
loway and his blowers are sufficient 
in themselves to rate. 

“Outside the Law,” (U) on screen. 

Edba. 


Million Dollar, L. A. 


(Vaudfilm) 


Los Angeles, Sept. 11. 

After several months of stabbing 
at reviving indie vaude, the Million 
Dollar is now making what is 
thought to be a last splurge in sell- 
ing a vaudfilm policy downtown. In 
this effort is involved about seven 
or eight weeks of time, S. M. Laz- 
arus, operator of the Million Dollar 
and Strand, Long Beach, has in 
mind. It is Lazarus’ object to line 
up as many houses as he can get 
along the Coast. Whether the at- 
tempt will bear fruit is problemati- 
cal, in view of. the general decline 
the indie field -out here has ex- 
perienced. 

Some time ago Bert Levey, once 
the biggest vaude purveyor of them 
all on the western wheel’s small 
time, tried to do the same thing. 
Levey gave up after looking over 
the situation and talking it over 
with exhibs. Whether it’s the large 
circuits or the individual house, the 
argument remains the same. With 
a good picture vaudeville is just an 
added expense, and if a poor film 
then vaude or anything else .can’t 
help. The Million Dollar's experi- 
ment the past few months has 
proved discouraging. Drawing from 
cheap element of patronage and at 
four bits top, it has been a tough 
grind. 

At the outset the house went in 
for six acts on a full week policy 
with a cost that stood between $800 
and $1,000 a week. Recently the 
acts have been cut to five, with the 
nut remaining the same. Five acts 
would be enough if the talent were 
there, which, however, doesn’t seem 
to be the case. It’s not unusual for 
two, three and sometimes even four 
acts being pulled the opening day. 
The acts, of course, squawk, but the 
practice goes on with the manage- 
ment usually essentially if not 
ethically right. 

Booking question is another item 
that has proved troublesome. Or- 
iginally Meiklejohn and Dunn had 
the house exclusively. Then the 
field was thrown open, with practi- 
eally all agents in town getting a 
shot at it. Now the Roy McQuarrie 
office is handling the books. Dif- 
ference between offices is little, con- 
sidering what acts are around are 
open to all. 

This week the Million Dollar is 
pulling a Greater Vaudeville Week, 
with added publicity and adver- 
tising. What it means to the cus- 
tomers is questionable. Greater or 
lesser, it’s the entertainment value 
of the shows that count. Which is 
something this week’s bill hasn't, 
excepting Sid Garry, single vocalist, 


who would go big anywhere. The 
rest is merely a hodge-podge. 
Opening turn, capitalizing appar- 


ently on the film, “Ingagi,” bills it- 


self “In Gagni”’ and produces a prop | 
gorilla who does and means nothing. 
Even the prop is not deceptive to 
the audience. 

Another act, whose billing smacks 
of something, is El Blondel and Co 
Man and woman comedy talking 
turn, with material missing badly. 
Of the two the woman looks and 
performs best; her pipes being an 
asset. Another and even weaker 
presentation is that of the Four 
Jesters, all femmes, with a mis- 
directed sense of comedy. Girls try 
for imitations of Beatrice Lillie. 
Helen Kane, Ethel Barrymore and 
Tex Guinan, but are plenty far 
away. 

Lone punch delivered by Garry 
went as far as stopping the proceed- 
ings for a few moments. Garry 
(Bernard and Garry) has been off 
the boards for about two years, but 
his pipes are still there, and so is 
“Eli, Eli,’ an old standby that can 
still rock ‘em. On the closing end, 
Chinese Revels was just mediocre 
and couldn't hold. Group of QOc- 
cidentals include band and specialty 
people, but nothing worth mention- 
ing. 

Paramount newsreel and a Van 
Bueren cartoon filled in and around 
the feature, “Hell's Island” (Col). 

Span. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


(Centinued from page 45) 


their display adv. budgets any, 
however. 
The same_ off-beat stomping 


which characterized the Berkeley 
terpsichorean pyrotechnics is the 
keynote of the hoofing this week. 

Of the specialists, the Three Lun- 
atics appear to be a hybrid trio. 
One seemingly is white, one Chi- 
nese and the third Spanish or Mexi- 
can, probably the latter. The Ori- 
ental looking gent, a short, squat 
ground tumbler, does some sensa- 
tional mid-air stuff. All are whirl- 
wind ground workers. 


Earl LaVere is too obviously 
striving to impress with his as- 
surance and showmanship. If he 
let down, and also let some of his 
overplus of Scotch gags out, he'd 
register better, although he did well 
enough. 

Perhaps it may be the norm of 
things in this sector of sunshine, 
celluloid and s. a. for the boys and 
girls to take their sex a little 
broader, but some of the stuff and 
business dispensed at the Para- 
mount in the first three weeks of its 
new stage show policy wouldn't 
meet with Publix-minded approval 
out of the home office. There is one 
bit where Leary crawls through a 
tunnel formed by the chorus and is 
discovered on his back, gazing 
rapturously upwards, as the boys 
and girls walk over him, It’s the 
type of stuff which got Jimmy Savo 
in a jam in the “Vanities” raid. 

Some quite obvious inanities pre- 


sent themselves right along. One, 
for example, is “Dancing With 


Tears in My Eyes,” done here as a 
ballad, with the boy. tenoring his 
regrets seemingly to his vis-a-vis 
that he was only dancing with her 
for want of his heavy flame. 
Silly staging which, if they wanted 
some waltz number here, could 
readily have been overcome. 

The Buffano band, for 25 men, is 
a ragged, colorless aggregation. 
No nuance, no “sock” and no 
novelty; just straight orchestral 
stuff and much below par. 

Unit is titled “Varietrix,” which 
was the label on a regulation Pub- 
lix unit in the past. This show only 
goes out for four weeks, from here 
to Frisco, Portland and Seattle. 

“Let’s Go Native” (Par), feature. 
At this rate house will only do busi- 
ness if picture is there. 

The Par needs a stager and an 
operator. Abel. 


TIVOLI, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. 13. 

There is hardly a corner drug or 
cigar store on Chi’s great south- 
side that hasn't its own marathon 
dancing couples. The section is 
nerts over the game, with none of 
the contestants figured as anything 
until they have shuffled along for 
3,500 continuous hours. Even such 
ace spots as the Tivoli is dragging 
the craze ontu the stage. That 
shows of this sort pay is best attest- 
ed by a lobby line on Friday night 
for the second show. 

“Carnival” opens in full with a 
well dresseaG dance routine with 
Frankie Masters, m. c., giving his 
idea of the modern school room. 
Good start. Later when the chorus 
did the fan dance, the audience 
wouldn't let ’em go. The southside, 
and any part of Chi, likes dance 
routines staged with this sort of 
class and they are quick to say so. 
In the closing chorus bit, when the 
maids assist the Lindfield family, 
the costumirg drew more apprecia- 
tion. 

Felovis, juggler, uses his ears and 
eyebalis in his game. One of the 
neatest turns seen in many a day. 
Felovis had to take two encores and 
three bows. Understood he is short- 
ly going pack te Evrope. 

Doris Robins, in two numbers 
was toughly spotted following Fel- 
ovis, but came through okay. 

Tony Jockey Franciso in 
tine of neat steps 
strutter number 
ing who asked 

Masters and 


a rou- 
clicked. His 
won him a follow 
for more and more 
his boys Jeft their | 


LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 11. 

Likelihood of a banner week here 
lies chiefly in the box office value 
of “Let Us Be Gay” (Metro), star- 
ring Shearer. The stage show 
“New Yorker Idea,” is another 
“$50,000 production” that looks like 
someone got stuck for that dough, 
but with Rube Wolf in front as 
m.c. and a local draw, he can doubt- 
less be counted on to assist the 
feature on grossing heavy. 

Though meaning something at the 
b. o. here, Wolf is over-rated as 
an entertainer and this week proves 
nothing to the contrary. If unable 
to get better gags than the two 
from telegrams being read and bet- 
ter laughs than the clowning pit 
men can let loose, a material writer 
ought to be called in. 


Wolf this week opens the show 
with the ditch musicians, doubling 
for a quartet number that isn’t half 
bad. Pit orchestra at this house 
earns no blue ribbons, whatever, 
on the straight playing and clown- 
ing stuff. 


A bit of old Broadway, plus some 
ef old Flatbush and Hoboken, forms 
the basic motif of “New Yorker.” 
Maybe that title and what it sug- 
gests will draw a dime here and 
there, with some tame blackouts 
helping. While stirring a laugh 
here and bound to elsewhere off 
the Main: Stem, in New York and 
probably some other large met. cen- 
ters, they are sour grapes. There's 
one about the iceman that’s been 
done hundreds of times with va- 
riations and the old one about the 
doc and the mag solicitor, mistaken 
for a patient, who had to disrobe. 


Le Roy Prinz, Carroll’s “Vanities” 
dance stager, who came out from 
the east, staged this F..& M. show 
as his first for the route. That cur- 
rent New York revue is mentioned 
and there’s an effective fan dance 
for comparison. Number is well 
lighted, with scrim used to give it 
that moonlight touch. 


Another fairly surefire dance 
number in one in which a line of 
girls do a railroad train dance, 
winding around the stage and camw"4 
rying banners representing engine 
and cars. One long banner on each 
side of the line, rather than indi- 
vidual oilecloth pieces, would have 
heightened the effect by taking out 
the spaces. 


Prinz’s unit attempts to gain 
pace but fails to get out of the rut 
until Callahan and Jackson arrive 
with their’ comedy routine. Team 
has some surefire material, even if 
some of it has been borrowed, but 
sell it very capably. Is an act in 
itself which outside of a_ unit 
smacks as oke for average vaude 
time. Jackson as m.c.’ has a sur- 
prise opening for the act, starting 
to tell of an “it” contest for gals, 
with his partner, as a femme im- 
personator, hopping out of the au- 
dience as a candidate and this lead- 
ing into effective crossfire. 

A Broadway scene meanders to 
the finale, with direct conclusion 
revealing the big drag all lit up 
and copied down to familiar signs. 
The Sunkist ensemble works in 
groups in various routines with one 
step-over routine standing out as 
exceptionally clever. Some of the 
other routines here and earlier in 
the unit aren’t so hot, particularly 
opening number. 

Muriel Stryker and Marjorie 
Burke are woven into song and 
dance numbers as well as blackouts, 
doing average in all assignments, 
One harmony trio bit topping open- 


ing ensemble routine provides a 
neat touch. A rope-jumping soft 
shoe specialty is one of the big 
punches, 

Presentation ran 42 minutes 
Thursday matinee, two minutes 


over schedule. With feature, Fox- 
Movietone and MHearst-Movietone 
News, usual trailers, ete, entire 
show is scheduled at two hours and 
22 minutes. 

At second mat show Thursday 
house was doing better than ca- 
pacity, with standees in evidence. 


Although no apparent help is 
needed for the draw this week, 
Loew’s State could be better ex- 


ploited out front. It’s pretty weak- 
ly handled, with both Warner’s and 
Paramount, each a block away, hav- 
ing the edge there. Unless limita- 
tions prevent, better showmanship 
could be evident from the outside. 
And why must such smal] markees 
remain? They look like the en- 
trance to a chop suey joint from 
point of size and are as lacking in 


big time flash. Char of 2 

by 
instruments te prove they could 
croon “Old Man _ RKiver.” Fair 
enough, 


Closing were the Lindfield family, 
four men and two midgets. Exe 
cellent turn. It was backed by the 
chorus, but this wasn’t needed as 
the troupe has a line of comedy all 
their own, with their tumbling 
strong. 

“Raffles” (UA) featured. Capac- 
ity at first evening show, with line 
of several hundred in the lobby for 
the second. The “Sock-Em Golf” 
machine on the mezzanine floor got 


a terrific play from the waiting 
throng. Another half dozen of these 
machines (if room could be found) 


wouldn't be too many fer this housw 


mas 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 17, 1939 


Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (SEPTEMBER 20) 
THIS WEEK (SEPTEMBER 13) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 


R-K-0 


NEW YORK CITY 


Chester 
Ist halt (20-23) 
Cadet 6 


Zelma O'Neal 
{Three to fill) 
2nd half (24-26) 
Du Bois 

Lubin Lowrie & A’ 
Impromtu Rev 
Hal Jerome 

(One to fill) 

2nd half (17-19) 
N Lockford & Co 
Rita Gould 

Britt Wood 

Chris Charlton 


(One to fill) 
Coliseum 
ist ha'f (20-23) 


Ross Wyse Jr 


Jean Boydell 
Benny Davis & Co 


Hamilton 

Ist half (20-23) 
Syd Page & Co 
Berkes & Wallace 
(Three to fill) 

2nd half (24-26) 
Rasso & Co 

Nash & Fately 
Billy Champ Co 
Burns & Kissen 
Gerald’s Ensemble 
2nd half (17-19) 
Maxon & Wood 
Ross & Hall 
Jim Gildea & Co 
Bert Fitzgibbons 
Allen & Canfield 
Hippodrome (20) 
B & L Gillette 


Lang & Haley 
(Three to fill) 


Land of Clowns 
J Griffin & Co 


Clarence Darrow—LLD 
Finstein—PHD 
PAUL ASH—MC 


EDDIE STANLEY 


Dir.: LEDDY & SMITH 


2nd half (24-26) 
J & Kath Lee 
Clyde Cook 
(Three to fill) 

2nd half (17-19) 
Polar Pastimes 
Irmanette 
Devito & Denny 

& N’la 
ne to fill) 


Nash & Fately 
Cab Calloway & 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (24-26) 
Frank Chapman 
Montrose & R'nolds 
Pat Rooney & Jr 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (17-19) 
Manning & Klass 
Allen Reno 
Odali Careno 
Stewart & Lash 
Cavaliers 

86th St. 
ist half (20-23) 
Ryan & Noblette 
Willie Solar 


Pat Rooney & Jr 
(Two to fill 
2nd half (24-26) 


Wheeler & Morton 
R Wyse & Co 
Cab Calloway & Bd 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (17-19) 
Kluting's Ent’s 
George McLennon 
K Jos Griffin 
Lang & Haley 
Dave Appollon 

58th St. 

Ist half (20-23} 
Murray Girls 

C Francis & Co 


3 Swifts 

J Sidney & Co 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (24-26) 
J Lavier & Co 
Lucky Pike 


Tipica Bd 

(Two to fill) 

2nd half (17-19) 
Caits Bros 

Fay Courtney 

Rise of Goldbergs 
Montrose & R’nolds 
Calif Poppies 

125th St. 
Ist half (20-23) 


Melino & Pavis 
Tinytown Rev 
(13) 


Togo & C Blossoms 
Nash & Fately 

H Girdard’s Ens’ 
Gordon & Walker 
Carl Freed Co 

Pat Hennings Co 
Patent Leather Kid 
Pipifax 


Jefferson 
Ist half (20-23) 
Motoring Metors 
Bob Carbone & Co 
Billy Champ Co 
Al Belasco & Co 
Burns & Kissen 
Gerard's Ensemble 
2nd half (24-26) 
Syd Page & Co 
Wilton & Weber 
Lovejoy Dancers 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (17-19) 
Wilfred Du Bois 
O'Neil Bros 
Kajiyama 
Berkes & Wallace 
M Douglas & Co 
H Webb’s Entert’ 
Wally Ford & Co 

Palace (20) 
Les Gellis 
Vox & Walters 
Yorke & King 
Mitchell & Durant 
Harry 


) 

Wilson Kep’ & Bet 
Carleton Em & P’s 
Har Hoctor & Co 
3 Sailors 

Gus Van 

Merman & Seigel 
Ted Healy & Co 


Royal 
ist half (20-23) 
Jack Lavier 
Montrose & R'nolds 
Personalities 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (24-26) 
Vale & Stewart 
Olive Olsen 
Nath Cook & Co 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (17-19) 
The Littlejohns 
Bernice & Foran 
Jack Krafh & Co 
Elizabeth Brice 


3 Dancing Dollies 
(Others to fill) 


Ryan & Noblette 
Sailorettes 


SON - OF 


STILL IN 


THAT SYNCOPATED 


JACK POWELL 


Dir.: LEDDY & SMITH 


-A-GUN 


LONDON 


Philson & Duncan 
(Others to fill) 
2nd half (17-19) 
Reyes & Cansino 
Claude De Carr Co 
Bobbie Carbone 
Doyle & Schrimer 
(One to fill) 
Fordham 
1st half (20-23) 
oyal Samoans 
arion Sunshine 
* Conville & Dale 
Carrying On 
(One te fill) 
2nd half (24-26) 


Co 
Lang & Haley 
2nd half (17-19) 
Kafka Stan & Mae 
Roger Williams 
Mann Brad & VanA 
Bert Hanlon 
Yorke & King 


Franklin 

Ist half (20-23) 
Nick Nazaroft 
Steadman, H & S’n 
(Three to fill) 

2nd half (24-36) 
Mills & Bobby 
Florenz Ames Co 
Val & E Stanton 
Jack Sidney & Co 

@nd half (17-19) 
Bird Cabaret 
Murray Girls 
Lucky Pike 


BROOKLYN 
Albee (20) 
Wilson Kep’ & Bet’ 
Odali Careno 
Barry & Whitledge 
Dave an 


Eliz Morgan & Co 
Vox & Walters 
Marion Sunshine 
Accordiana 
Princess Yvonne 
Clyde Cook 
Cab Calloway & Bd 
Dyker 

Ist half (20-23) 
2nd half (24-26) 
Princess Yvonne 
Lewis & Dody 
(Three to fill) 

2nd half (17-19) 
Bob Jarvis & Co 
Joseph Regan 

The Turners 
Esmond & Grant 
Mello Maids 

Flushing 

ist half (20-28) 
Stanley Twins Co 
Harry Holmes & Co 
Pat Henning & Co 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (24-26) 
Jean Boydell 
Stewart & Lash 
Cavaliers 
(Two to fili) 

2nd half (17-19) 
Osaka Boys 


Holmes & Co 


Carlena Diamond 


Burns & Kissen 
Betty Cooper & Co 
Harry Richman 


Kenmore 
Ist haif (20-23) 
Jean Boydell 
Stewart & Lash 
Cavaliers 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (24-26) 
Roxy La Rocco 
Gioria Foy 
Flynn & Mack 
Stanley Twins & Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (17-19) 
Mantell’s Man’kins 
Les Gellis 
Zelma O'Neal 
B Doyle & Hoover 
Saml! Br & Hayes 
(One to fill) 
Madison 
Ist half (20-23) 
Du Bois 
Lubin Lowrie & A 
Impromtu Rev 
Hal Jerome 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half 
Cadet 6 
Zelma O'Neal 
(Others to 
2nd half 
Vale & Stewart 
Conlin & Glass 
Don Azpiaza & Bd 
Jed Dooley 
(One to fill) 
AKRON 
Keith’s (20) 
R Olsen & Girls 
Jack Major 
Norton & Haley 
Purple East 
(One to fill) 
(13) 


Ford & Price 

Zelaya 

Kel'er Sis & Lynch 

Buster West 

(One to fill) 

ATLANTA 

Keith’s (20) 

C Blossoms & June 

Danny Duncan 

Joe Termini 

Zastro & White 
(13) 


Cardini 
Clayton Wentworth 
Scott Saunders 
Lee Twins 
(One to fill) 
BIRMINGHAM 
Keith's (20) 
Cardini 
Clayton Wentworth 
Scott Saunders 
Lee Twins 
(13) 
Audrey Wycoft 
O'Neill & Manners 
Der'ckson & Brown 
Manny King & Co 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (20) 
Gay Gordons 
Vic Oliver 
L Benstead & Co 
Clyde Cook 
Bird Cabaret 
(13) 


H Justa & Charlie 
Fred Craig Jr 
Tiny Town Rev 
Josephine Harmon 
Ross Wyse. Jr 
BUFFALO 

Hippodrome (20) 
Lady Alice's Pets 
Bernard & Henri 
Chas T Aldrich 
Jack Waldron 
Ledova 


(13) 
Falls, Reading & B' 
Fos Fagan & Cox 
Jane & Kath Lee 
Ken Murray & 
The Charlestons 
CHARLOTTE 
Keith’s (20) 
Audrey Wycoft 
O'Neill & Manners 
Der'ckson & Brown 
Manny King 
13 


(13) 
Tinova & Baikoff 
Tyler Mason 
Jarvis & Harrison 
The Meyokos 
CHICAGO 
Palace (20) 
Bert Nagle & Co 
Brox Sis 
Granville & Edw’'ds 
Anna Seymour 
4 Camerons 
(13) 
Daro & Costa Co 
Walter Wahl 
Billy Kelly & Co 
Eddie Borden & Co 
Charlie Kaley & 
Yale Collegians 
State Lake (20) 
Bob & L Gillette 
Raymond Baird 
Loring Smith & Co 
Roy Sedley & Co 
Meyers, L & Rice 
(13) 
A & Gertie Falls 
Geraldine & Joe 
Rome & Dunn 
Vercelle Sis 
Joe Marks 
CINCINNATI 
Keith’s (20) 
4 Ortons 
Sybil Vane 
Teck Murdock & Co 
Harry Fox & Co 
Curtis-Wright 


(13) 
Bert Nagle & Co 
Lucille Sis 
Granville & Ed'rds 
Anna Seymour 
4 Camerons 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (20) 
Daro & Costa Co 
Walter Wahl 
Billy Kelly & Co 
Irene Bordoni 
Ed Borden & Co 
13) 


( 

Robinson DeWitt Co 
Irvin O’Dunne 
Frances Williams 
Joe Browning 
Diamond Boys 

105th St. (20) 
Worthy & Th'pson 
Jack Usher 
Peter Higgins 


Maurice olleano 


(One to fill) 


(13) 
Irving Yates 
R Olsen & Girls 
Norton & Haley 
Jack Major 
Purple East 


DALLAS 
Keith’s (20) 
George Andree 
Baby Rose Maire 
Lander Bros 
Palm Beach Nites 
(13) 


Jos Frazere 

Zelda Santley 
Ann Pritchard 
Eddie Nelson 


FORT WORTH 
Keith’s (20) 
Flo Mayo 
Gracie Barrie 
Grace & M Elaine 
Babe Egan Redh'ds 
(One to fill) 
13) 
George Andree 
Baby Rose Marie 
Lander Bros 
Palm Beach Nites 
HAMILTON, CAN. 
Keith’s (20) 
Amac 
Mills & Shea 
Irving Edwards & 
20 Century Rev 
(13) 
Rogers & Wynne 
Lee Morse 
F Ardath & Co 
W & G Ahearn 
Pasquali 
USTON 
Keith’s (20) 
De Torregos 
Boyd Senter 
Ken Christy 
Frank Gaby 
(13) 
WLS Showboat 
Roth & Shay 
(Others to fill) 
KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (20) 
Bob Ripa 
Kerr & Ensign 
Bob Murphy 
RKO Discoveries 
(13) 


Loma Worth 
Presslier & Klaiss 
Lights & Shadows 
Sylvia Clark 
LONG BEACH 
State (20) 
Samarofft & Sonia 
Ted & Ali Waldman 
Marty May 
12 O'Clock Rev 


) 
Har, Swan & Luc’le 


Jazz Lips Rich’son 
Rise of Goldbergs 
Helen Lynd 
Mitzi Royal D'ncers 
2nd half (17-19) 
Mills & Bobby 
Alex Callum Co 
Al K Hall & Co 
Sax-o-peals 
PORTLAND 
Keith’s (20) 
Larimer & Hudson 
Jean Carr 
Chain & Conroy 
Seeley 


( 
Alice & S Lamont 
Fleurette Jeoffrie 
Casa & Lehn 
Ward & Van 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (20) 
Harum & Scarum 
Ruth Ford 
Ingenues 
(One to fill) 
qi3 


) 

Worthy & Th'pson 
Jack Usher 
Peter Higgins 
Maurice Colleano 
SALT LAKE CITY 

Orpheum (20) 
Will Higgie & Girls 


Falls Read & B'ce 
Foster Fagan & C’K 
Edgar Bergen & Co 
Ken Murray & 
The 


(13) 

Arthur Petley Co 
Russell & Marconi 
Kane & Ellis 
Gloria Foy & Co 
Johnoy Burke 

TRENTON 

Keith’s 
Ist half (20-23) 
Jazz Lips Rich’son 
Kijiyama 
(Others to fill) 
2nd half (24-26) 
Spirals 
Pat Henning 
(Others to fill) 
2nd half (17-19) 
Roxy LaRocca 
Bee & Ray Goman 
Hooper & Gatchet 
Selma Braatz 
RO 


T 

Keith's 
Ist half (20-23) 
Roxy LaRocca 
Southern Gaieties 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (24-26) 
Margie Coates 
McKay & Ardine 


Milo 
W Walters & Co 


Sax-o-peals 


EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


1632 B’way, at 50th St., N. Y. City 


Butler & Santos 
13) 


Maxine & Bobby 
Edith Bow 
Ed & Tom Hickey 
Wu & Co 
SAN ANTONIO 
Keith's (20) 
Enos Frazere 
Zelda Santley 
Ann Pritchard 
Eddie Nelson 
(13) 
De Torregos 
Boyd Senter 
Ken Christy 
Frank Gaby 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (20) 
LaBelle Pola 
Evans & Wolfe 
Maddox & Clark 
Sig Friscoe 
(13) 
The Berkoffts 
Don Galvan 
Any Family 
Bert Walton 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith’s 
1st half (20-23) 
Margie Coates 
McKay & Ardine 
Sax-o-peals 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (24-26) 
Southern Gaieties 


LaMarr & Boyce 


(Others to fill) 


2nd half (17-19) 
Cyclonic Duo 
Neil Kirk 
Ingenues 

(One to fill) 


UNION HILL 


Capitol 
Ist half (20-23) 
Mills & Bobby 
Calif Peaches 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (24-26) 
Eddie Nelson 
Hughes & Ste’dman 
Sailorettes 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (17-19) 
Elsie, Andy & Ch’k 
Bernard & Henri 
Billy Champ & Co 
Lubin Lowry 4 
Moore's Navigators 
VANCOUVER 
Keith’s (20) 
Sandy Lang 
Honey Boys 
Randall & Watson 
Bob Robison 
(13) 
Dezzo Retter 
Carlton & Bellew 
Count Bernivici Co 
«(Two to fill) 
WHITE PLAINS 
Keith's 
ist half (20-23) 
A Kaufman Girls 


Chas Melson 


Picture Theatres 


— 


Peggy Calvert 
Seed & London 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (12) 

“Bye Bye Blues” 

Ted Claire 

Max & Co 

La Fayette 

La Verne 

Billie Gerber 

Capitolians 

Chester Hale Girls 

“Call of Flesh" 


Paramount (12) 
“Neptune's Fes’val” 
Rubinoft 
Freda & Palace 
Chilton & chomas 
The Morgan 3 
F Evans Mermaids 
Jesse Crawford 
“Follow Thru" 


Roxy (12) 
“Roxy & Gang” 
Roxy in Person 
Harold Van Duzee 
Glady’s Rice 
Patricia Bowman. 
Frank Moulan 
Beatrice Belkin 
“Wee Willie’’ Rob'n 
Lucille Fields 
(Others to fill) 
“Last of Duanes” 

BROOKLYN 

Fox (12) 
“Changes” 
Frankie Jenks 
Ron & Don 
Art Hadley 
Murie! Gardner 
Doc Baker 
Walzer & Dyer 
“Song o’ My Heart” 

Paramount (12) 
“Hello Paree” 
Senator Murphy 
3 Samuels Bros 
Don Kennelly 
Alice Weaver 
Rudy Vallee 
Earl & Elsie 
“Follow Thru” 

CHICAGO, ILL, 

Chicago (12) 
“Autumn Fancies” 
Al Evans Bd 
Lillian Roth 
Fred Stritt 
2 Black Dots 
Lambert Ballet 
“The Faces East” 
Marbro (12) 
“Samples of 1930" 
Hurst & Vogt 
Owell & Glazier 
Lambert Ballet 
“Way Out West” 
Oriental (12) 
“Gingersnaps” 
Harry Rose Bd 
Rome & Gaut 
Harrington Sis 
D & E Barstow 
The Gamby Girls 
“Big Boy” 
Paradise (12) 
“Lanterns” 
Joe Wong 
Chinese W B's & G's 
Pickard’s Syncopat’ 
Jones & Wilson 
Raffles” 

Tivoli (12) 
“Carnival Frolic” 
Felovis 


HOTEL 


NEW 


TUESDAYS 


K 


MANHATTAN 


159 West 47th St. 
YOR 


JACK L. LIPSHUTZ 
TAILOR, 908 Walnut St., Phila. 


Scooter Lowry 
C Withers Opera 
LOS ANGELES 
R-K-O (20) 
Luster Bros 
Burke & Durkin 
Milton Berle & Co 
(Two to fill) 
(i3) 


Samaroff & Sonia 
Ted & Al Waidman 
Marty May 
12 O'Clock Rev 
(One to fill) 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Keith’s (20) 
Archie & G Falls 
Rome & Dunn 
Vercell Sis 
Joe Marks 
(13) 
Kitaros 
Eva Clark 
J & Kay Spangler 
Jack Osterman 
(One to fill) 
NEWARK 
Palace (20) 
Gus Van 
Allen & Canfield 
Betty Cooper 
(Two to filll) 
(13) 
Large & Morgner 
Wilton Sis 
Walsh & Ellis 
Lehr & Belle 
Frank Conville 
Carrying On 
NEW ORLEANS 
Keith’s (20) 
WLS Sh-wboat 
Roth & Shay 
(Others to fill) 
(13) 
C Blossom & June 
Danny Duncan 
Joe Termini 
Zastro White Rev 
OAKLAND 
Orpheum (20) 
Berkoffts 
Don Galvan 
Any Family 
Bert Walton 
(13) 
Luster Bros 
Burke & Durkin 
Milton Berle & Co 
(One to fill) 
OKLA, CITY 
Keith’s (20) 
Gaynor & Byron 
H Foster Weich 
Carroll & Lewis 
H Carroll Rev 


Flo Mayo &/‘Co 
Gracie Barry 
Grace & M Elaine 
Babe Egan Redh'ds 
MAHA 


Oo 
Orpheum (20) 
Maxine & Bobby 
Edith Bow 
Ed & Tom Hickey 
Wu Chinese Sh'boat 


Bob Ripa 

Kerr & Ensign 

Bob Murphy 

J Daly & RKO Disc 
PATERSON 

Keith’s 

ist half (20-23) 

Vale & Stewart 

Joseph Regan 

Val & E Stanton 


(Two to fill) 


2nd half (17-19) 
Donovan G's & Bis’ 
H J Conley & Co 
The Kitayamas 
(Two to fill) 


SEATTLE 
Keith’s (20) 


Dezzo Retter 
Carlton & Bellew 
Count Bernivici Co 
(Two to 


(13) 
Larimer & Hudson 
Jean Carr 
Chain & Conroy 
Seeley & B Fields 

ST. PAUL 
Orpheum (20) 
Kitaros 
Eva Clark 
Jack & K Spangler 
Jack Osterman 
13) 
Paul Remos & Co 
Small & Mays 
Joe Young 
Bomby & Gang 
(One to fill) 
SYRACUSE 
Keith’s (20) 
N Lockford & Co 
Rita Burgess Gould 
Britt Wood 


(Three to fill) 

2nd half (24-26) 

A Kaufman & Girls 

3 Dancing Dollies 

Fredericks & Dare 

Chas Melson 

(One to fill) 

2nd half (17-19) 

A Kaufman & Giris 

Clifton & Brent 

McCann Sis 

Hal Neiman 

Chas Melson 
WINNIPEG 
Keith's (20) 

P Remos & Co 

Small & Mays 

Joe Young 

Bomby & Gang 

(13) 


4 Peaches & Jay 
Johnny Hyman 
Joe E Howard 
McLallen & Sarah 
YONKERS 
Keith's 
Ist half (20-23) 
Pincus & Heywood 
Nathaniel Cook Bd 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (24-26) 
Norvelle Bros 
Willie Solar 
Calif Peaches 
(Two to fill) 


& Co., Inc.. 57 William St.. N.Y. 


A. B. Leach 


Chris Charlton 
(13) 
Harum & Scarum 
Ruth Ford 
The Ingenues 
(Two to fill) 
TOLEDO 
Keith's (20) 
Ford & Price 
Zelaya 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Buster West 
13 


(13) 
Meyers, L & Rice 
Raymond Baird 
Loring Smith Co 
Roy SedleyY & Co 
KaryI Norman 


2nd half (17-19) 
Wilton & Weber 
The Petchings 
Jim & Jean Arnold 
Stanley Twins 
(One to fill) 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Keith’s (20) 
M Blank & Co 
Lucille Sis 
Bob Hall 
Art Frank & Co 
(One to 


(13) 
Lady Alice’s Pets 
Sybil Vane 
Charles T Aldrich 
Jack Waldron & Co 
Ledova 


Western R-K-0 


S Lindfield & Co 
Lambert Ballet 
Raffles” 

Uptown (12) 
*‘Moonbeams”" 
Eddie Lambert 
Dorothea Berke 
Leon Barte 
Ashley Paige 
M Wynne & Buddy 
Senorita Carita 
Dor Berke Girle 
‘*Raffles” 

BOSTON 
Metropolitan (13) 
“Black & Silver” 
Seed & Austin 
Mulroy McNeese 
Ridge 
Norma Gallo 
Lyda Roberti 
Gluck Sandor Girls 
“Follow Thru” 


BUFFALO 

Buffalo (13) 
“Noah's Lark" 
Ray Lehr 
John Ingram 
Henry B Murtagh 
(Others to fill) 
‘Sap from S'racuse’ 


Hippodrome (12) 
“Fooling Around” 
Ken Murray 

H & M Charleston 
Foster, Fagan, Cox 
Falls, Reading, B’'c’ 
The Lee Sis 
“Bright Lights’ 


CLEVELAND 

State (13) 
“Dizzy Daze" 
Herman Timberg 
Barbara Blair 
Sammy Timberg 
Herbert Timberg 
Leo Chalzel 
Olive Harris 
Dizzy Debs 
“The Sea God" 


DETROIT 

Fisher (13) 
(Others to fill) 
“The Sea God" 

Michigan (13) 

“Scoop” 
Duncan Sis 
(Others to fill) 
“Love in Rough” 

Fox (12) 
Sound Program 
“The Squealer” 


MINNEAPOLIS 
Minnesota (20) 
“Lanterns” 
Joe Wong 
Chinese W B's & G's 
Pickard’s Syncopat’ 
Jones & Wilson 
NEW HAVEN 
FKox-Poli (13) 
“Bells & Belles” 
Eddie Hall 
Eva Thornton 
Harry Berman 
(Two to fill) 
“Song o' my Heart” 
NEWARK 
Branford (13) 
“Garden of Girls” 
Billy Glason 
Gabriel Hines 
Harold Rieder’s 
(Others to fill) 
“Last of Duanes” 
Newark (13) 
L Benstead & Co 
Jim Allard & Co 
Tilyon & Rogers 
Ott & Klein 
Pot Pouri 
“The Storm” 
Proctor’s (13) 
Frank Conville 
Sunny Dale 
Large Morgner 
Walsh & Ellis 
Lehr & Belle 
Wilton Sis 
Rafferty Len’ & Co 
“Dixiana” 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (13) 
Graham McNamee 
(Others to fill) 
“Man Troub'e"’ 
Fox (13) 
(Others to fill) 
“Let's Go Native’ 
Mastbaum (13) 
Sound Program 
“Call of Flesh" 
PITTSBURGH 
Enright (13) 
“Roof Garden” 
Dick Powell 
Wilbur Hall 
Graham Dancers 
(Others to fill) 
“Way of All Men” 
Penn (13) 
“Undersea Ballet” 
Raye 
Ellis & La Rue 
Capitol Ballet 
‘Anybody’s Wom'n’'’ 
Stanley (13) 
Joe E Brown 
Gene Morgan 
(Others to fill) 
“Dixiana”’ 
PROVIDENCE 
Fays (13) 
B Barton's Calif 
E Karon & Friends 
Francois & Dens're 
Bob, Jos & Helen 
Rome & Bolton 
“Matrimonial Bed” 


DES MOINES, IA. 
Orpheum 

Ist half (21-23) 
Chas Brugge 
Carroll Davis & Mc 
Wilson Bros 
(One to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
A Nite in Miami 
Carr Lynn 
(Two to fill) 


G’D RAPIDS, M’H. 
Regent 

Ist half (21-23) 
Paris Fashions 
Rogers & Wynn 
Murray & Allan 
6 Galenos 

2d half (24-27) 
Stevens Nelson &§& 
Cook Sis 
Tracey & Hay 
(One to fill) 


MADISON, WIS. 
Orpheum 

ist half (21-23) 
Miacahua 
Frank Devoe 
Toby Wilson Co 
2a half (24-27) 
J & H Kennedy 
Ruiz & Bonita 
(One to fill) 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 

Orpheum (22) 
Debee & Hudson 


Dance Parade 


Moran & Abel 
(One to fill) 
MILW’KEE, WIS. 
Riverside (20) 
Smith & Rogers 
Fid Gordon 
The Rangers 
Anger & Fair 
Sinclair Sis & O'D 
ROCK FORD, ILL. 
Palace 
Ist half (21-23) 
Gray Fam 
Dotson 
Harrison & Dakin 
Owen McGiveney 
2d half (24-27) 
Miacahua 
Toby Wilson & Co 
Frank Devoe 


(One to fill) 
SIOUX, CITY, IA. 
Orpheum 
Ist half (20-22) 
A Nite in Miamt 

Carr Lynn 

(Three to fill) 

SO. BEND, IND. 
Palace 

Ist half (21-23) 


J & H Kennedy 
Ruiz & Bonita. 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
Paris Fashions 
Rogers & Wynn 
Murray & Allan 
6 Galenos 


Loew 


C'’D’R RAPIDS, IA. 
Iowa 


Ist half (21-23) 
Ade Duval Co 
Lou Cameron Co 
Ann Boland Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
Chas Brugge 
Wilson Bros 
Carroll Davis & Mc 
(One to fill) 

CHICAGO, ILL. 

Englewood 

Ist half (21-23) 
Cropley & Violet 
Armstrong & Blom 


Paxton 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
Dorothy Waters 
Princeton & Wats'n 
Ed Wilson Co 
(Two to fill) 
DAVENPORT, IA. 

Capitol 


Ist half (21-23) 
B & M Dupont 
Uncle Tom's Dream 
Bob Hope 

2d half (24-27) 
Ade Duval Co 
Lou Cameron Co 


Aan Boland Co 


NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 


Ist half (20-23) 
Jim & Irene Melva 
Ed Ford & Whit’ey 
Lane & Freeman 
Stepanoff & Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (24-26) 
Monroe Bros 
Free'n-Rus'!t & M’'n 
Poor Old Jim 
Al Belasco 
Miller & Marx Rey 

Lincola Square 

Ist haif (20-23) 
Leonard & Jean'e 


Chas Willis & Co 
ens 4 Kays 
(One to fill) 
2d half (24-26) 
Tankai & Okinu 
Jerome & Evelyn 
Renard & West 
Will Aubrey 
Romas Tr 
LOEW’S 46TH ST 
Ist half (20-23) 
Jerome & Evelyn 
Will Aubrey 
Nitz Vernille & Co 
Bre’s-Fitz & Mur'y 


National 
Chevalier Bros 
Meyers & Nolan 
Poor Old Jim 
Sol Gould & Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (24-26) 


Herbert Clifton 
Hall & Dexter 
Enchanted Forrest 


Orpheum 

Ist half (20-23) 
4 Casting Stars 
Morley Sisters 
Francis & Wally 
Oscar Lorraine 
Muriel Kaye & Co 

2d half (24-26) 
Willie Mauss 
Ed Ford & Whitey 
Ryan & Lee 
Edna Covey & Co 
(One to fill) 


Paradise (20) 
Ted Claire 
Stepin’ Fetchit 
Max & His Gang 
Lafay’e & LaVerne 
Biily Gerber 
State (20) 
Gold & Ray 
Sid Marion & Co 
Al Herman 
Foster's Xylphon's 
(Two to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave. 
Ist half (20-23) 
3 Lordens 
Free'n-Rus'l & 
Collins & Petersen 
Cc. show & B'y Pir 


Collins & Petersen 
G Smith & Buddies 


Harry LaVail & Sis 
Reo Bros & LaSalle 


2nd half (24-26) TORONTO 2d half (24-26) BOST 
The Agemos Imperiat (20) 3 Lordens eow's ON 


(20) 
Boyd & Wallin 
Cook & Vernos 


Alexandria 


CAPITOL. ©? 
Toow's (20) 
aroline A 
Maslova ndrews 
Swaboda 
Triesault 
(One to filly 
CLEVELAND 
Granada (20) 
Raye-Ellis LaR 
Colling 
zindem 
Beker 
OLUMBUS 
Loew's (20) 
Herman Timberg 
Timberg 
ammy Tim 
Lee Chalzel 
Oliver Harris 
Barbara Blair 
HOUSTON 
Loew's (20) 
Serge Flash 
Lillian Morton 
Savoy & Mann 
Swan & Lewis 
JERSEY 
Loew's ( 
ex Hyde & 
3 Queens 
Sylvia Miller 
Miss Rockaway 
Lome Ruth 
MEMPHIS 
Loew's (20) 
El Cota & Byrne 
H Regal & Co 
W O'Neal & Co 
Kerr & Weston Rey 
NEWARK 
Loew's (20) 
P Sydell & Spotty 
F D'Amore & Co 


Wilson, Keppel Betty] 


BLONDELL & MACK 


1560 B’way, N. Y. 


Bryant 2332 


2d half (24-26) 
Jack Hanley 
Wilson & Dobson 
Weston & Lyons 
Roye & Maye Rev 
(One to fill) 
Metropolitan (20) 
Don Lee & Louise 
3 McCann Sisters 
Bob LaSalle &-Co 
Lovely Ladies 
Wm. & Joe Mandel 

Pitkia 

Ist half (20-23) 
Adele Verne 
Harry How'rd & Co 
Miller & Marx Rev 

2d half (24-26) 

4 Casting Stars 
Dodge Twins & Co 
(Three to fill) 

Valencia (20) 
Ray Teal 
Runaway 4 


Pau! Mall 
Glorious Girls 
NEW ORLEANS 
Loew's (20) 
Ora & Co 
Snapshots 
Harry Hines 
Porcelain Romance 
PITTSBURGH 
Loew’s (20) 
Bert Frohman 
Les Ghezzis 
Cy Landry 
Hilliard Triplets 
Crystal 3 
TORONTO 
Loew's (20) 
4 Karreys 
ieorgie Hunter 
F La Vere & Co 
Bayes & Speck 
R & R Lyte Rev 
WASHINGTON 
Loew's (20) 
Harris & Van 
Rene Riano 


OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. & 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 BROADWAY 
This Week: Georgia Gray, Juliet Dika 


Tito Coral 
(Two to fill) 
BAY RIDGE 
Loew's 
ist half (20-23) 
Romas Tr 
Seed & London 
Weston & Lyons 
Top Tappers 
2d half (24-26) 
Paula & Al Blum 
Alton & Wilson 
Kemper & Jeannie 
Breen-LaM'r & B’y 
(One to fill) 


Jones Pubble 
(Two to fill) 
YONKERS 


Loew's 
ist half (20-23) 
H La Vail & Sia 
S Brilliant & Co 
Olive Olsen 
Dodge Twins & Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (24-26) 
Chevalier Bros 
Eliz Brice & Co 
Fulton & Parker 
Oscar Lorraine 


(One to fill) 


Fanchon 


& Marco 


ATLANTA | 
Fox (20) 
“Skirts” 


Daisy W’'nd'’r Horse 
Julia Curtiss 

Ruth Silver 

Up in the Air 


Slate Bros 

Hirsh & Arnold Co 

Hassan’s Bluestr’ks 

Jose Mercado 

*harles Carrer 

FRESNO. CALIF, 
Wilson (18) 


IN 


ROLLIN’ ALONG 


LOEW PRESENTATION 
THE 


CRYSTAL TRIO 
Dir.: LEDDY & SMITH 


A 


— 


Palace (20) 
“Bells & Belles” 
Eddie Hill 
Eva Thornton 
Dunb’r Bell Ring’rs 
Tommy Harris 
Frances Ted & B 
Loretta 


BROOKLYN 
Fox (19) 
“Gyp Gyp Gypsy” 
Intern’! Comedians 
F Evers & Greta 
Jeanne Alexandrea 
George Prize 
Jack Viaskin 
Ruth Leavitt 
CHICAGO 
Avalon (19) 
‘H'l'y’d Collegians’ 
Miss Tut Mace 
Dorothy Crooker 
Guy Buck 
Ted Leford 


(18) 
in Blue” 
Renoff & Renova 
Mitzi Mayfair 
Bob Brandies 
Webster & Marino 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Fox (19) 
Brunettes” 
Armand Chirot 


(Continued 


Neil Castagnol “Southern” 

Rita Lane Hatt & Herman 
BRIDGEPORT Jimmy Lyons 


Helen Warner 

Jerry Lester 

The 16 Tinies 
HARTFORD 
Capitol (20) 


“Good Fellows” 
Lucille Page 
Bud Averill 
Seben & Sliven 
Helen Burkes 
HOLLYWOOD 


Pantages an 
“American Beaut 
Miss Universe 
Eddie Hanley C® 
Huft & Huff 
Toots Novelle 
Sunkist Beauties 
KANSAS city 
Pantages (19) 
“Cadets” 
Pe & Lawrence 
Miles Sis 
Rognan & Trigget 
Mabel & Marcia 
ohnny Dunn 
LONG BEACH, 
West Coast (18-2 
“Ryth-A-Tic” 
Harry Kahne 
Jean McDonald 
Mel Elwood 


Charles Carvel 
Georgia Lane co 
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TIMES SQUARE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 17, 


Little Bits 


Asked Johnny Stanley how things 
are and Johnny said; “Fine! But 
ym still using the ‘sippery stairs 
for the landlord. 

pot Barnett and Gertie Kennedy 
(Dancing Kennedys) have a barbe- 
cue stand in Muskegon, Mich. Dot 
and Gertie wait on table (you can 
jmagine the service). During the 
rush hour, Gertie dropped an order 
on the kitchen floor. Dot picked it 
up saying, “Gert, take it on in and 
if they see anything on it tell ’em 
it's a piece of linoleum.” 


Harold Whalen (Jans and 
Whalen) when he wishes to insult 
anyone real badly, sez, “Ah, you're 
one of those guys that get up at 
g in the morning.” 

When Jay Brennan was visiting 
Fannie Brice at Fire Island a few 
weeks ago, I asked how he liked the 
place. “I’ve been here two days and 
naven’t heard a word from Sir 
Conan Doyle.” 

The boys were talking about what 
a mother has to go through bring- 
ing children into the world, when 
“Bugs” Baer cracked, “Nobody has 
a heart for the poor porcupine.” 


Phil Baker was in a group talk- 
ing about the Little Theatre move- 
ment when he queried, “Did you 
ever see them walking out in the 
big picture houses?” 


George P. Murphy says he has no 
enemies but Henry Bergman is one 
of his worst friends. 


The late Sammy “evy, who was 
one of Broadway’s best song plug- 
gers, was working for Waterson 
under the direction of Max Win- 
slow. Sam’s duty was to visit all 
the theatres on rehearsal mornings 
and see what the acts were using in 
songs. One morning when Sam re- 
turned to the office, Max asked him 
where he had been. “I covered the 
Palace, Max.” said Sam. “How were 
the acoustics, Sam? “They hadn't 
come in yet when I left,” answered 
Sammy. 


A Smart Soubret 


A leading soubret on the Mutual 
Wheel was singing a song from one 
of Broadway’s hit shows. After each 
chorus she would take off a part of 
her scanty dress. The audience 
whistled and yelled after each 
chorus and made her sing more un- 
til she was nearly nude. As she 
came off the stage after her last 
encore she turned to one of the 
stage hand and said, “And I thought 
that number would be a flop!” 

Jay Flippen was playing poker 
with Sydney Piermont, and Syd had 
three queens. They cost him a pot. 
Syd was kinda squawking when Jay 
said, “What are you yelling about? 
Frank Fay had three queens that 
cost him a fortune.” 

James J. Corbett (who, as far as 
I'm concerned, is still the world’s 
champion) finds it very difficult to 
remember names of persons he mets. 
To cover up, he calls everybody 
“Kid.” It was very strange to hear 
Jim at the Friars Club call every- 
body by their first names. Some- 
one called the boys’ attention to it 
when Bert Hanlon piped up, “I 
guess he is just getting over the 
Fitzsimmons fight.” 

Jimmy Coniin was lecturing 
Frank Orth’s kids. “Don’t eat too 
much sweet stuff. And don’t smoke. 
If you smoke you won't live long. 
The average life of a locomotive is 
Only 30 years.” 

There were just about 50 people 
in the theatre at Ocean Beach. 
Small crowd here to-night.” I said 
to Harry Pearce the manager. 

“That’s alright, Joe, there will be 
less complaints about the show,” 
Harry replied. 


Fines for ‘Steering’ 


Inspector’s men are after theatre 
ticket steerers. Inspector Patrick 
McCormick, boss of the bluecoats 
on the Main Stem, has_ received 
many complaints. 

Joseph Schwartz, 22, 171 East 
ronx avenue, Bronx, was arrested 
Ma front of the Criterion for “steer- 
oat He received a suspended sen- 
tase Joseph Kahn, 38, 56 West 
me Street, was arrested in front 

the Gaiety for the same offense. 
Magistrate Burke fined him $3. 
—— Reid, 23, 202 West 40th 
a » Was fined $1 on the same 
on se. Magistrate Burke issued a 
enrid and asserted he would im- 
ta € heavier fines on future defen- 

nts charged with “steering.” 
tectives Michael Anker and 
ree Roberts made the arrests. 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


The Right Way 


Richmond, Va., Sept. 16. 
Only one tree sitter in Rich- 
mond this summer. He came 
down when school] started. 
Nobody knew he had been 
up. 


300 LABOR UNIONS IN 
CHICAGO-SWELL NAMES 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 
Chi is the greatest labor union 
town in the world. At present it 
has over 300 unions, embracing 


every known trade and craft, and 
some not so well known. The boys 
and gals in the following unions lay 
down their tools at certain hours 
and won't budge unless they get 
over time, 

Chicken Pluckers, 
Choral Alliance, Sewer Cleaner 
Foremen, Beer’ Bottlers, School 
Lunchroom Attendants, Barber 
Shop Porter’s Union and the 
Athletic and Public Event Vendors. 

Egg Inspectors’ Union goes into 
session the second and _ fourth 
Tuesday of the month, while the 
Cooper’s Union takes up the other 
Tuesdays. A beer cooper can’t 
cooper an oil barrel in Chi because 
that wouldn’t be ethical. 

Any profession that uses over 10 
men is liable to blossom into a 
union between drinks. At present 
the town has 168 union halls, all 
wide open every night, seven nights 
a week with some union gathering. 

Delicate Frontiers 

The Teamsters Union is split for 
the guys that haul just plain mud, 
for the gravel haulers, for the keg 
beer haulers and the bottle beer 


Grand Opera 


haulers. All have their own 
language. 
The unions are progressive. The 


boys who lug the films from the 
depots to the theaters belong to the 
great Teamster’s Union, but in 
keeping with the big words used in 
Hollywood, they are known in the 
blue book as “Film Chauffeurs.” 
Nevertheless if the mud haulers 
went on strike and demanded the 
Film Chauffeurs get in line, the 
boys would have to stop work. 


Entrecke’s Car Hit Girl; 
Actor Arrested and Held 


Harry M. Entrecke, actor, 40, of 
41st street, St. Nicholas terrace, was 
in West Side Court before Magis- 
trate William C. Dodge on the charge 


of assault. Entrecke pleaded not 
guilty. He was held for Special 
Sessions, and furnished the neces- 
sary bond. 

The actor was arrested by Patrol- 
man Miles McManus, 47th street, on 
the charge of striking with his 
auto Every Field, show girl, 18, of 
185 East 79th street. Miss Field 
was taken to Roosevelt Hospital 
unconscious. She later regained 
consciousness. Miss Field was ac- 
companied by her sister, Kitty, 22. 
The sisters had left the Palais D’Or 
and were on their way to the Silver 
Slipper directly opposite. Both 
girls were seeking jobs. 

In court Kitty told newspapermen 
she believed that the actor had been 
drinking liquor. This Entrecke de- 
nied, 

Alfred Byrnes appeared 
defendant. 


for the 


Minneapolis “Terrible” 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 

Vice conditions in Minneapolis are 
“frightful,” it was announced by A. 
M. Hunter, chairman of the Henne- 
pin county grand jury, which has 
appointed a committee of four to 
appear before the incoming jury and 
submit evidence and a recommenda- 
tion that the new body continue the 
inquiry. 

Existence of disorderly houses, 
gambling resorts and blind pigs is 
charged. 


Radio critic on one of the New 
York tabs wrote that a certain an- 
nouncer had the voice of a poet. 
Since then the announcer has let 
his hair grow and spends all) his 


spare time writing poetry. 


ROW BETWEEN WIVES 
LANDS ALL IN CELLS 


Mrs. Marion Flanly, wife of a 
red-headed barkeep in a speakeasy 
whose name is Barney, asserted to 
newspapermen in West Side Court 
that Mrs. Mabel Liebling, 38, brunet, 
of 61 West 74th street, wife of 
James Liebling, associate editor of 
the “Musical Courier,” is in love 
with her fiery haired husband, 

Liebling, his wife and Barney 
Flanly were locked up in the West 
47th street station for several hours 
on the charge of disorderly conduct. 
Mrs. Liebling was taken to the 
hoosegow in West 30th street in her 
flaming red silk pajamas. Liebling 
was taken out of his richly fur- 
nished apartment minus his vest 
and coat. 

“What an outrage. Something 
will be done. about this. If Mrs. 
Flanly is insanely jealous about her 
husband there is no reason why 
we should suffer. She can sue him 
in the courts but why make ali 
this trouble?” sadly stated Lieb- 
ling. 

Liebling said that his brother is 
editor in chief of the “Musical 
Courier.” The Flanlys live at 120 
West 123d street. The Lieblings 
have an apartment on the fourth 
fioor of the Greylock apartments, 
61 West 74th street. 

The arrests were made by Patrol- 
man George Wandling, attached to 
West 68th street. He has had plenty 
of domestic troubles of his own. 
Wandling has been married twice. 
Once to an opera star. 

Mrs. Flanly referred to Mrs. Lieb- 
ling as a leve pirate and Liebling 
as a “jellyfish.” Mrs. Flanly stated 
she had private detectives trailing 
her husband. She has two children 
by Flanly and one by a prior mar- 
riage. 


Hair Pullers 


Mrs. Liebling and Mrs. Flanly had 
a hair pulling contest just before 
they were arrested, stated the cop. 
Mrs. Flanly opposed Barney going 
to the Liebling flat. She followed 
and found him in the Liebling 
apartment with Mr. and Mrs. Lieb- 
ling. Barney was drunk, said Mrs. 
Flanly. 

“My husband met Mrs. Liebling 
in the speakeasy where he is em- 
ployed. Since last August she has 
had more of his company than I 
have had,” she said. 

“I told him to come directly home 
after he closed the speakeasy. In- 
stead I learned he went to the Lieb- 
ling apartment. I followed him. It 
was 5 A. M. Mrs. Liebling opened 
the door of the apartment and I 
shouted for Barney to come home. 
He refused and I took him out,” 
Mrs. Fianiy stated. 

Wandling claims that the Lieb- 
lings and Barney punched him. Mrs. 
Flanly asserted Mrs. Liebling and 
Barney “socked” her. The two 
charges will be heard this week. 

Harry Steinhart appeared for the 
defendants. They were paroled in 
his custody. 


MASHER STRIKES GIRL 


June Arnold Collapses—Repulsed 


Advances—Hit in Face 


June Arnold, 23, jobless showgirl, 
felled by a blow from a masher, 
was said to be improving at Belle- 
vue Hospital. -Her assailant, when 
Miss Arnold scorned his attentions, 
struck her and fled. Miss Arnold 
gave her residence as 238 West 96th 
street. 

Detectives John Walsh and Bert 
Maskiell of the West 47th street 
station asserted that they have an 
excellent description of Miss Ar- 
nold’s assailant and hope to arrest 
him shortly. She collapsed after 
reciting her story to Patrolman 
Henry Bauer of the West 47th street 
station, 

Miss Arnold was walking on 
Broadway. When she turned into 
5lst street, the stranger made ad- 
vances. She rejected him and 
threatened to call a cop. He then 
drove a powerful punch to her face, 
said Miss Arnold. The thug raced 
to &th avenue, 

Miss Arnold was reciting her at- 
tack to Bauer when she collapsed. 
Dr. Headan of Bellevue feared the 
show girl’s skull may be fractured. 


Ingenue who was just a player 
on Broadway but is now in films 
and owner of an automobile that’s 
chauffeur-driven, has the latter al- 
ways park the bus in front of the 
Palace so her former ealiope friends 
will be sure to witness her progress. 


Phoney Spiritualistic Racket 
Looks Like Stand-In with Florist; 


Show People F all Easy for Hooey 


Writing on Wall 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Bootiegging for the colony is 
getting thinner and paler. 

One of the three biggest boys 
in the racket here gave up the 
ghost this week. 

From now on he'll operate 
an avocado ranch. 


MAE MARCHAND’S STOP 
USED UP TAXI FARE 


After a taxicab ride to New 
Rochelle and a visit to two speak- 
easies, according to Philip Heit- 
langer, taxi chauffeur, of 1651 Car- 
roH street, Brooklyn, Mae March- 
and, 28, writer of 135 East 50th 
street, sadly told the chauffeur she 
was short of funds. Heitlanger had 
heard it before. 

He took the writer to the West 
47th street police station where she 
spent several hours. Later in West 
Side court before Magistrate Wil- 
liam C. Dodge, a young man stepped 
forward and paid the chauffeur 
$4.50. 

The court imposed a suspended 
sentence on Miss Marchand. The 
latter said she was sorry and be- 
lieved she had money when she 
wound up her taxi ride. 

The chauffeur stated that Miss 
Marchand and the latter’s boy friend 
hired him to go to New Rochelle. 
The writer asked for a flat rate. 
The chauffeur stated it would cost 
$7.50. The ride came to $8.25. Miss 
Marchand gave the chauffeur two 
dollars when he started. On the 
way back she gave him another 
dollar. 

The writer visited two speak- 
easies, in 56th and 54th streets. 
When she emerged, Heitlanger ask- 
ed for his money. Miss Marchand’s 
boy friend had gone. She scanned 
her purse but had no money. 

When the defendant started from 
the court the chauffeur complained 
that he had bought cigarets for 
Miss .Marchand’s companion and 
never received the 15c. 


PARIS GAMBLERS WHO 
WON’T TAKE A CHANCE 


Paris, Sept. 7. 

Stakes are getting small in Paris 
gambling houses owing to the man- 
agement desisting from holding the 
bank at baccarat. This is due to the 
fear of having a run of bad lick 
which could not be recouped before 
March 1, 1931, when all gambling 
houses in Paris and within a radius 
of 60 miles will have to close. 

The Paris gamblers have cut their 
own throats by arranging for per- 
mission to be refused the Enghein 
Casino, 10 miles from Paris, closed 
since the war, which tried to re- 
open. It was declared immoral and 
the Enghein crowd countered by 
having a]Jl Paris gambling houses 
similarly declared immoral, result- 
ing in the order to shut down. 


RUDE BOY FRIEND 


Lillian 


Gustofan, Needing Help, 
Rang Fire Box 


After receiving a cuffing from her 
boy friend, Lillian Gustofan, 24, 
short story writer, of the Victoria 
Hotel was arraigned in West Side 
Court on the charge of turning a 
handle on a fire box and bringing 
the “smoke eaters.” 

“Sure I did it. I was being 
punched by my boy companion and 
I wanted aid. I saw no cop so I 
figured a fireman would help,” 
stated the writer to 
Dodge in West Side Court. 
court was impressed by Miss Gus- 
tofan’s stcry and suspended sen- 
tence. 

Her face evidenced she had re- 
ceftved a beating. She was arguing 
at Broadway and 43d street. Her 
companion fied. 

“Your Honor, my boy friend will 
need more than the firemen when 
I see him,” concluded Miss Gusto- 
fan. 


Megistrate | 
The | 


Show people are going spiritual- 
istic. Femme medium claiming 
communication with spirits, is prog- 
nosticating for them as well as giv- 
ing business advice. 

Medium’s headquarters are in an 
office building in the west side 70’s. 
Room holds about 60 and is always 
well filled. Those leaving send back 
others. Duck soup for femmes. 

Each going to be “reached” by the 
medium pays her 50 cents, as well 
as buying one or more flowers from 
a florist in the building. A _ split 
arrangement between florist and 
medium probably adds to the lat- 
ter’s intake. Flowers for only half 
an hour one night represented at 
least $20. 

Those up for the works give thefr 
bouquet with a personal belonging, 
such as a watch, necklace or manu- 
script, to the medium, attaching to 
these three written questions, iden- 
tified by initials. 

After “getting the vibrations from 
the beautiful flower and _ ring 
‘Loved One’,” as customers are lab- 
eled, the medium, a matronly woman 
of middle age and height, looks into 
the future, spilling the applesauce. 
Then she answers the questions, 
after asking which “Loved One” 
sent up the stuff. 


Not Even Goulash 


Medium’s spiel, if added for a 
week, wouldn’t total govlash. An- 
swers and forecasts are blind pat- 
ter, generally, although she'd be a 
turkey if she didn’t score occasion- 
ally. Usual run of answers is that 


“conditions and beloved spirits ad- gy 


vise you to wait, go ahead or act as 
conditions indicate,” etc. 

Worst part of the medium’s busi- 
ness is she takes it onto herself to 
give health counsel. One night she 
told someone to avoid, at all costs, 
an operation doctors would shortly 
advise necessary. That kind of stuff 
is criminal. 

Check up on one night's attend- 
ance showed in a half hour’s crowd 
the following: three chorines, two 
character actresses and two _ in- 
genues. Another night had more, 
with some playwrights in. Show 
people were all doubly identified. 

To uncover the medium as 
phoney, a “Variety” reporter with 
a well known theatrical producer 
made a call. Latter represented 
himself as an actor, asking two 
questions: “Should I take part 
offered me today or wait?” and 
“Will I get a part soon?” 

Checking 

“Variety’s” reporter, to check the 
producer’s investigations—he made 
two—represented himself as an ac- 
tor and playwright, using a three- 
year-old manuscript written by 
someone else to give to the medium 
for her business. Mss was put in 
an envelope which was not opened. 

Together with the mss. and quar- 
ter rose, bought by the reporter to 
help provide the medium with 
“vibrations,” three questions were 
sent up. They were: “Will my play 
get a production this year?” “Should 
I revise my play as a producer sug- 
gested today?” and “should I ree 
main an actor or turn playwright?” 
of which the reporter never has 
been either. Answers were unintel- 
ligible hooey, as always. 

With the medium’s room holding 
about 60 and nearly filled all eve- 
ning, it means about $150 per night 
or nearly $500 weekly. This, plus 
the probable florist’s kick back, gets 
a three way split. The medium has 
two aides, 

“Loved Ones” can’t cross 
legs. It stops vibrations. 

The payoff is that show people, 
one of whose greatest figures, Harry 
Houdini, exposed this kind of stuff, 
should fall so heavily. 


their 


90 Days for Theft by & 


Burlesque Chorister 


Dolly Chioffi, 23, burlesque chorus 
girl, of 20 7th street, was given 30 
days in Special Sessions, following 
her conviction of petty larceny. 

According to Jackie Weinstein, 
saleslady, of 169 Bay 26th street, 
Brooklyn, Miss Chioffi lifted the for- 
mer’s pocketbook containing $50 
from a desk in Miss Weinstein’s 
office at 16 West 14th street Aug, 
25. 

The girl was caught as she was 
leaving the place and the money’ 
was found on her, ; 
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Business Man ‘Taken’ for $12,000 in 
New Twist of Old Con Track Game 


Edward (“Peaches”) Jefferies, 50, 
tall and heavy set, who has a long 
criminal record of many arrests but 
few convictions, was freed in West 
Side Court by Magistrate William C. 
Dodge. 

“Peaches” stated he resided at 103 
West 73rd street. He was arrested 
by detective Tom Lillis of the Third 
Detective District, on suspicion of 
swindling Arthur Levitt, head of a 
wire factory at 120 West 13th 
street. 

Levitt was swindled out of $12,- 
000 by three con men in Albany. 
Levitt was taken to the Rogues 
Gallery and picked out “‘Peaches’” 
picture. When confronted by 
“Peaches” he told assistant district 
attorney Binder. “Peaches” was not 
one of the men who “took” him. 
“Peaches” stated he was in Montreal 
at the time of the larceny. 


Levitt was approached by one of 
the swindlers at his factory who 
told him he had a large order in 
Albany. Levitt stated he would go 
to Albany and confer with the men 
about the order. When arriving in 
Albany he was taken to dinner. 

Two swindlers had Levitt in tow. 
As they stepped into the restaurant, 
one of the swindlers found a wallet 
containing a $100 bill. They urged 
Levitt to share the find. “No, I am 
here on business. You men are too 
honest. Keep the money,” Levitt 
said. The swindlers told him they 
could not hear of such a thing. 


The Third Con 


They showed Levitt a card in the 
wallet of the apparent owner and 
got in touch with the owner. He 
was the third swindler. He did not 
want the money. Said he was ex- 

emely wealthy and a race track 
official. 

Finally, after accepting the hun- 
dred dollar bill, the swindlers asked 
the “race track official” to give 
them something good at the track 
as a reward. “I'll be glad too,” he 
said, and whispered the name of a 
horse. 

The following day the first two 
swindlers returned from the race 
track with a large bag of bills, 
$300,000 they had won. They con- 
fidentially showed Levitt the money. 
Levitt nearly collapsed. 

“And you are to have a third,” 
they said. “But before we give you 
your share you should at least show 
us you had some money in the 
event we lost.” 


‘|sometimes known as the 


Manhattan and got $12,000. He 
proved to the bunco men he was a 
man of wealth. They counted his 
money and excused themselves for 
a second. They disappeared. Levitt 
yelled for the cops. 

Wrong Owner 

“Peaches” is well known in the 
Broadway night clubs and speak- 
easies. He is famed for the story 
of posing as the scion and heir of 
the Van Camp (bean) fortune. 

Jim Murdock, who fell heir to 
some portion of the Van Camp for- 
tune, met “Peaches” in a Broad- 
way restaurant. Murdock did not 
know “Peaches.” Nor did “Peaches” 
know Murdock. After a while 
“Peaches” began to get chatty. He 
showed Murdock a picture of the 
villa of the Van Camps in In- 
dianapolis. “That is my home,” 
whispered “Peaches.” 

Murdock looked at “Peaches.” 
“Don't you believe it,” said 
“Peaches.” “No I don’t, because 
that villa belongs to a relative of 
mine,” replied Murdock. “Peaches” 
was the butt of his cronies for years 
after over that flop. 


WAITE HOYT OWED GIRL; 
DEFAULT JUDGMENT 


Waite Hoyt, ball player, actor and 
“Merry 
Mortician of Larchmont,” failed to 
appear in the Third District Mu- 
nicipal Court a few days ago to 
explain a breach of contract suit. 


Justice Slevin, presiding, declared 
judgment against the Detroit pitch- 
er. Hoyt resided at one time at 
65 Ocean avenue, Brooklyn, The 
action was for $1,000 and costs. 

Selma Waldman, who played in 
the act “Waite Hoyt and Co.,” de- 
clared Hoyt folded up just before 
Xmas last year. Miss Waldman 
was receiving $100 a week. 

The contract stated she was to 
be engaged until March, 1930. When 
the act “wasfied” she asked Harry 
A. Romm, agent, about her salary. 
No money forthcoming, she engaged 
an attorney. 

tomm and Hoyt made a general 
denial. Romm, who is a co-defend- 
ant in the action, will have a trial 


Lillis states Levitt hurried to 


in the fall. 


= 
is 


EARL CARROLL VANITIES 


EIGHTH EDITION 
Herb WILLIAMS—Jimmy SAVO—Jack BENNY 
A Cast of 150 and the 
Most Beautiful Girls in the World 
462 Good Balcony Seats at $1.00 


NEW AMSTERDAM THEA., W. 42d St. 
Nightly and Popular Mats. WED. and SAT. 


RKO—Big Show Month! 


TED HEALY 
THREE SAILORS 
ETHEL MERMAN—AL SIEGAL 
HARRIET HOCTOR 
AND GUS VAN 


2nd YEAR 


BROCK PEMBERTON Presents 


Strictly Dishonorable 


Preston Sturges’ Famous Comedy 
with TULLIO CARMINATI 
Staged by Antoinette Perry & Mr. Pemberton 
Never at Cut Rates 
AVON THEATRE West 45th Street 
Eves.8:50. Mats.Thurs.& Sat 2:30 


DAVID BELASCO presente 


DANCING PARTNER 


A NEW COMEDY 

with Lynne Overman. irene Purcell 

Henry Stephenson, Chariette Granville 
“Mr. Belasco has put another happy success to 
his name. ‘Dancing Partner’ will no doubt 
sweep women off their feet.’ 

—Charles Darnton, Eve. World 

BELASCO THEA., W. 


4ith St.. East of Bway 
Eves. 8:40. Mats. Thurs, and Sat. 2:40 


GOOD SEATS ON SALE AT BOX OFFICE 


10TH MONTH 


GRACE. GEORGE 
in the St. John Ervine comedy 
“FIRST MRS. FRASER” 


with A. E. Matthews 
of B’ 


The Theatre Guild Presents 
THE NEW 


Garrick Gaieties 
Seats at Box Office, $1-$3.00 


GUILD THEATRE 
52ND ST., W. OF B’WAY 
Bvge. 6:30. Mate. Thure & Sat., 


AVE. 

Wednesday to Friday, Sept. 17 te 19 
CLIVE BROOK in 


“Sweethearts and Wives” 
with BILLIE DOVE 
RISE GOL .DBERGS 


nists BEST, 


Wednesday to Friday, Sept. 17 to 19 
CLIVE BROOK in 


“Sweethearts and Wives” 
with BILLIE DOVE. 


DAVE APOLLON 
and REVUE 


RAMON NOVARRO 
in “Call of the Flesh” 


A Metre-Geidwyn-Mayer Picture 
STEPIN FETCHIT in Person 
Revue—Ted Claire—Buachuk—Orch. 
Zane Grey's Outdoor Remance 


B'WAY & 
5ist ST. 
$0th St. & 7th Ave. Dir. 


ROX 


ane Grey's Outdoor Romance 


LAST OF THE DUANES 


with GEORGE O'BRIEN 
ROXY and his GANG 
PROXY in PERSON EVERY SHOW 
Cast of 350, Radio Artists, Symphony 
Orchestra, Ballet. Chorus, Roxyettes 
Begins Friday, Sept. 19 
“All Quiet on the Western Front” 


of &. L. Rothafel (ROXY) 


Gratitude 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Hubert, yodéelling hillbilly 
brought here from Arkansas 
mountains to sing with the 
Beverly Hill Billies at KMPC, 
was returned to his home in 
the Ozarks after four weeks 
here with $500 and more 
clothes than he had ever seen 
before. Prior to the trip west, 
made by plane, the kid had 
not been more than 10 miles 
from his home. 

When Glen Price, manager 
of the Billies, returned the 
kid to his pappy in _ the 
Ozarks, he asked the old man 
if everything was okay. 

“Reckon hit be,” said the old 
man. Then he frowned. “But 
Hubert’s yodellin’ aint so pert 
no more.” 


ATTY 
CALLED D.A. 


William Klein, lawyer for the 
Shuberts, said to have acted as the 
Broadway guiding light for the 
missing Supreme Court Justice Jo- 
seph Crater when the latter sought 
nightly recreation, was. the first 
witness to be called before the 
Grand Jury inquiring into the dis- 
appearance of the justice. It is 
said Klein was one of the last per- 
sons to be seen with Crater on 
Broadway just before the judge 
dropped from sight on Aug. 6. 


The missing justice is also said 
tg have been seen in the company 
of numerous show girls and night 
club entertainers. It is expected 
the Grand Jury will question these 
before concluding its John Doe in- 
vestigation. Those expected to be 
called to testify include Elaine 
Dawn and Sallie Ritz, two former 
“Artists and Models” (Shuberts) 
girls, said to have been frequently 


in the company of Judge Crater 
prior to his disappearance; Jane 
Manners, Billie Hill, Alice Wood 


ana Emmita Casanova, show girls, 
and “Thais,” formerly with Texas 
Guinan. Most of these were en- 
tertained’ by Crater at the Club 
Abbey, where Miss Dawn was also 
a chorister. 

The first of the girls sought for 
questioning by District Attorney 
Crain was Miss Dawn for whom a 
subpoena was issued on Monday. 
Her physician notified the district 
attorney the girl is a patient in 
Polyclinic Hospital, and would be 
there for the next three weeks. She 
is suffering from a rheumatic knee, 
it is stated. 


A FRANCES WHITE FAN, 
ELDERLY, LOOKS HER UP 


Frances White, actress, made 
good her taxi bill of $3.50. That 
became known when neither Paul 
Laks, chauffeur, nor Miss White 
appeared in West Side Court. Miss 
White lived at the Thorndyke hotel. 

At the hotel, it was asserted, she 
had checked out. Sob sisters and 
reporters sought to locate Miss 
White, but failed. 

An elderly ay haired man, car- 
rying a cane, came to West Side 
Court, the day Miss White was ex- 
pected to return. He spoke to clerk, 
Al Canavaro. 

Tears came to his eyes. 
he came to offer help. 

“I have known Miss White for 
years and always admired her. My 
home is in Boston. When I learned 
she was penniless I hastened here 
to help her,”.stated the well dressed 
stranger. Canavaro sought to ob- 
tain his name but he would not dis- 
close his identity. 

Laks was to return to West Side 
Court and inform the presiding 
magistrate in case he didn’t get his 
cab fare. 


He stated 


Pierre Nuyttens, the artist, threw 
a party for the Fourth Estate Mon- 
day afternoon at his studios in 
honor of Graham McNamee. N.B.C. 
got the leg men for him. Occasion 
was the completion of an oil paint- 
ing which Nuyttens made of Mc- 
Namee. N.B.C. made sure that 
Graham was at the spread so the 
oil painting could be identified. 


Harlem’s Star Chorus 
Girls Now Loafing at 
Home—Can't Figure It 


Present day colored show casting 
for the chorus gals has handed 
them the chill. Out of the number 
of Negro show femmes glorified in 
other days in the trareling shows 
as well as those hitting Broadway 
occasionally few are actively now 
employed in musicals. 


Where some in the past few years 
were considered the rank and file of 
their line of stage work today finds 


working in uptown Harlem night 
clubs. Now and then a “flung- 
together show given a spot booking 
at the Lafayette on Seventh avenue 
gives them a week’s work but so 
far nothing definite has come their 
way. 

The girls are at a loss to under- 
stand it. They claim collectively 
their voices, figures and facial con- 
tours have not changed so fast that 
they can’t be assigned regular mu- 
sical work in the ¢asting of the 
leading all-colored musicals. 
Taking a list at random finds Flo 
Brown, Carrie Huff, Margaret Boul- 
den, Lily Yeun, Hilda Bendershaw, 
Alberta Upshaw, Ruby Meyers, 
Yvette Dotson, Alice Mosten, Hattie 
Robinson, Ruth Johnson, Hazel Mc- 
Pherson, June Mack, Billie Young, 
Elenora Hodges, May Bird, Gladys 
Foster, Alberta Baker, Eva Metcalf, 
Susie Baker, Elizabeth Villiams, 
Teyt Romar, Cherrie LaMont, Doro- 
thy Coles, Bee Freeman, Bonetta 


Parker, Edna Barr and aAurora 
Greeley. 
There are others but this list is 


sufficient to give any Negro show 
producer a lively, experienced, vi- 
vacious, comely chorus of “brown- 
skins.” 

The season is young though and 
a number of colored musicals are 
reported in the offing which may 
have to send out an SOS for these 
girls within the next few weeks. 

It often has been said that there 
are-any number of the “known 
choristers” from Harlem that, were 
they white, would have no difficulty 
in qualifying for any of the biggest 
all-white show. 


At Intermission 


Intermission Street 
Opening Night, 
Theatre. 

Ten newsboys selling tomorrow's 
paper, 


Scene, Any 
in Front of Any 


One gray-suited woman soliciting 
donations for an indefinite charity. 

Sidney Skolsky in need of a 
shave. 

Texas Guinan, in a gold dinner 
turban, augmenting the Hellinger- 
Winchell coterie at the curb. 

The thirsty scrattering to orange- 
juice stands and speakeasies. 

Bob Benchley disappearing rapid- 
ly when asked what he thinks of the 
play. 

Three colored boys hoofing on the 
sidewalk. 

One policeman. 

Kelcey Allen still 
knew that Legion 
was a gag. 

Any visiting Hollywood celeb, 
made up to be the cynosure of all 
eyes. 

The co-respondent in 
divorce headlines. 

The bit player in another attrac- 
tion who dropped over to catch the 
last act. 

Tammany Young. 

Jimmy Cowan in search of a film 
script. 

Paramount stars in multi, slipping 
over from late “takes” in Astoria. 

Three agents claiming the people 
they -placed in it will save the show. 

Producer’s friends who give the 
play a long run. 

Producer's enemies who give the 
play two weeks. 

Critics who, contrary to general 
belief, rarely discuss the play. 

The musical comedy leading wom- 
an who stands under the most 
lighted section of the marquee. 

The comedienne who rehearses 
her stuff off-stage. 

The hoofer and his wife in im- 
maculate evening dress. 

Three thousand wisecracks—some 


explaining he 
of Honor thing 


the latest 


funny. 


the majority either unemployed or [ 


The Battle of Wits 


By Claude Binyon 


Hollywood, Sept. 16, 
(Three of Hollywood's famous 
wits at a table in the Brown Derby 
restaurant. At the table is a fourts 
individual with a meek and slightly 
pained expression. He has stomach 
trouble.) 


First Wit: “I have three polo 
ponies. I call one of them Walter 
Winchell because it’s expecting a 
blessed event.” 

Other Wits: “Heh!” 

2d Wit: “It’s a fine time to tel 
us. ” 

Other Wits: “Heh!” 

3d Wit: “The other day I hummed 
a song as I walked on the lot, anda 
somebody handed me a two-weeks’ 
notice without turning around.” 

Other Wits: “Heh!” 

First Wit: “I have three polo 
ponies. I call one of them Walter 
Winchell because he stops to pick 
up gags.” 

Other Wits: “Heh!” 

2d Wit: “I'm going to blow out of 
here before they have another 
earthquake or the archeologists will 
dig me up 50 years from now and 
I'll still be laying off.” 

Other Wits: 

2a Wit (Embarrassed): 
times I tell it better.” 

Other Wits: “Oh,” 


In Use 


“Some- 


3d Wit: “I saw all your friends 


the other day riding down Holly- 
wood boulevard in a Whippet with 
two bass drums.” 

Other Wits: “Heh!” 

3d Wit: “Lay off that gag. 
using it in an act.” 

Other Wits (sneers): 
use it!” 

ist Wit: “I have three polo ponies, 
I call one of them Walter Winchell 
because he doesn't know from noth- 
ing.” 

Other Wits: 
one.” 

Ist Wit: “You know—Winchell’s 
column about things he never knew 
till now.” 

Other Wits: 

2d Wit: “I pass.” 

3d Wit: “Two no trumps.” 

Other Wits: “Heh!” 

First Wit: “I have three pole 
ponies. I call one of them Walter 
Winchell because he's always spill- 
ing things.” 

Other Wits (furtively): “There's 
a guy over there from the Hays 
office.” 


I'm 


“As if we'd 


“We don't get that 


“Oh: Heh!” 


Cleaning Up 

2d Wit: “Let’s keep it clean. 
Things are getting so tough out 
here they’re importing layoffs.” 

Other Wits: “Heh!” 

3d Wit: “The other day I hummed 
a song as I walked on the lot and 
somebody handed me a two-weeks’ 
notice without turning around.” 

Other Wits: 

Pained Individual: 
one before.” 

ist Wit: “I have three polo ponies. 
I call one of them—awk!” 

Other Wits: “What's the matter?” 

Ist Wit: “I choked on a bone.” 

Pained Individual: “Hallelujah.” 


DRIVING AWAY GYPSY 
‘HEADREADERS’ IN SQ. 


That Magistrates are co-operat- 
ing with the driving 
“phrenologists” streets 


“You told that 


police in 
the 
adjacent to Broadway came out in 
West Side Court when Magistrate 
William C. Dodge heavily fined sev- 
eral and one was given a 10-day 
sentence. This was reduced to two 
days when the Court heard the plea 


of a member of the tribe that the 
defendant was the mother of six 
children. 

Mary Pulos, 26, with a “phrenol- 
ogist shop” at 860 8th avenue, was 
fined $50 or three days in prison. 
A male member of the tribe stepped 
forward and paid the fine from 4 
heavy bankroll. 

Mrs. Pulos was arrested by 
Patrolman Patrick McCormick of 
the Third Division. McCormick 
testified Mrs. Pulos “told” his for- 
tune for $1. McCormick is married. 
Pulos told him that a blonde was 
going to propose to him, asserted 
McCormick. 

During the past week over 4 
dozen “phrenology joints” 
folded and trekked elsewhere. Thé 

many arrests, heavy fines and jail 
sentences have been too much fot 


the phopey Gypaies. 
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Minneapolis, Sept. 13. 


“Of course, the Minneapolis Civic 
and Commerce Association and the 
jocal press never have subscribed to 

the classification of this city as a 
bad show town. Uncomplimentary 
designation, however, undoubtedly 


the hearty indorsement of pur- 
we f traveling and elevating 


ors 0 
verertainment. Their turkey musi- 
cals, like “Gay Paree,” have found 


x-office' going rather rough 


bo 
sv In fact, it is suspected that 
the ~ aforementioned impresarios 


may be responsible for the relega- 
tion of this burg to the limbo of the 
threatrical dead, along with our 
passionately’ loved (7?) sister city, 
gt. Paul. ‘ 

Nathanson and Ferris 

N. L. Nathanson, who built up 
such a splendid Canadian circuit of 
theatres for the eventual benefit of 
Paramount-Publix, as well as his 
own enrichment, used to hustle 
newspapers on one of the loop cor- 
ners when a kid. He acquired the 
ambition to become a showman 
from watching the debonair Dick 
Ferris of aristocratic mien stroll 
magnificently by his corner daily, a 
sartorial fashion ‘plate and the cyno- 
sure of all feminine eyes. Dick then 
was a stock impresario here and a 
muchly admired Beau Brummel. 
Now he is naught but a wealthy 
retired Los Angeles man about town 
whose promotion exploits in upper 
Mexico and elsewhere have reflected 
the nerve and daring required for 
the operation of a dramatic stock in 
Minneapolis. 

Then Jacob Wilk, present head 
of the Warner Brothers’ scenario 
department. While attending the 
U. of Minn. and getting the higher 
educational training to fit him to 
select stories for the pix public, he 
devoted his spare moments to clerk- 
ing in his father’s clothing store, 
assisting Bob Scott in managing the 
Metropolitan Opera House (legit), 
and acting as a newspaper dramatic 
critic. He is believed to be the only 
person who actually occupied posts 
of dramatic critic and theatre man- 
ager simultaneously, sometimes re- 
viewing the shows at his own the- 
atre. 

Bill Koenig’s Feat 


And how about Bill Koenig, who 
was born here. and rose in the the- 
atrical profession until he became 
manager of the local burlesque 
house, the Gayety? Bill, now gen- 
eral manager of the Warner Bros. 
studios in Los Angeles, managed 
the Gayety with success, too. That’s 
saying a lot, because plenty of in- 
genuity was required to keep bur- 
lesque open and out of the red here. 

It was while Bill was at the 
Gayety he became acquainted with 
Julius Bernheim, nephew of Carl 
Laemmle, head of Universal. Bern- 
heim was employed at the Minne- 
apolis Universal exchange and Bill 
guided his footsteps away from such 
wild haunts as the old National 
Hote] Dutch Room, hangout for the 
theatrical fraternity and wild wo- 
men in pre days. When Bill, a few 
years later, airing burlesque, treked 
to Hollywood, it was none other than 
Julius, then Universal's City gen- 
eral manager, who gave him his first 
bie film opportunity as production 
Manager for “The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame.” 

Here, too, “Roxy” Rothafel, while 
managing director of the old Lyrit 
theatre, began his’ de luxing that 
finally landed him in New York as 
the world’s best known showman, 
not excepting P. T. B. It kept 
“Roxy” awake nights devising ways 
and means to get the natives into 
his local showhouse. Necessity 
Made him rack his brains which 
eventually gave birth to the de luxe 
Stage program. 

Good People 

It isn’t so long ago that Herbert 

renon, noted picture director, was 
= actor here in Dick Ferris’ stock 
°mpany, which also included Lewis 
oe, film fame. Evelyn Hoey 
Nixon, musical comedy 
Shins m star, respectively, were 
Pupils at a local dancing school; 

Chuck” Riesner, film director, was 
ee ‘anne in preliminaries, and 
to talk ons, born here, learned 
wanes think fast in poker 

€ court house reporters’ 


Too thi 
om m while on the Minneapolis 
ribune,” 


thor of “R 


While John Colton, au- 


ain” and “The Shanghai 
did his first newspaper | 


Gesture,” 


work on the old Minneapolis “Daily 
News” and was the only reporter in 
town who wrote his copy in pencil 
—slowly, too, but very well, as your 
correspondent, who had a desk next 
to him in the city room, recalls, 


In Minneapolis, also, while writing 
pipe stories for local sheets, C. 
Gardner Sullivan, Gerrit Lloyd, 
Harvey Thew and H. H. Van Loan, 
now turning out screen thrillers and 
John LeRoy Johnston and Carlton 
Miles, premier publicity directors 
on the West Coast, developed their 
imaginations. 


Here, too, Lawrence Gray, Rich- 
ard’ Dix, Richard Arlen and Lewis 
Ayres spent part of their young 
manhood before they even dreamed 
of copping the hearts of feminine 
screen fans by the wholesale. 

Incidentally, Gray was once a 
star footballer at the U of Minn and 


/Arlen a first-rate newspaper re- 


porter. Phil Reisman, now a big 
shot with Universal, was a local 
law student and later a film sales- 
man out of Minneapolis. George 
Ackerson, President Hoover’s secre- 
tary, is a Minneapolitan ~ who 
worked for many years on local 
newspapers. 
Leftovers 


Despite the exodus of so many 
notables, the old town still has a 
few near celebs and other things 
left to boast or lament about. 

For instanre, Capt. W. H. Faw- 
cett, friend of show people and 
owner of Breezy Point Lodge and 
a string of national publications. He 
conceived his idea for the snappy 
“Whiz Bang,’ foundation of his 
miltion dollar fortune, while a 
newspaper reporter here. His rep- 
ertorial career covered a_ wide 
space of time, and, under those cir- 
cumstances, of course, he started 
the Fawcett Publications, without 
any capital. 

Here yet is A. G. Bainbridge, only 
theatrical manager extant who has 
kept dramatic stock alive in one 
city for 20 years and kept out of 
bankruptcy—an achievement which 
undoubtedly should win him a place 
in the theatrical hall of fame. 


Bill McNally Getting Hunk 


In our midst, too, is William J. 
McNally, part owner of the Minne- 
apolis “Tribune,” drama critic, 
playwright and novelist, a tough 
bimbo when it comes to reviewing 
shows. Perhaps Bill revels in 
handing other playwrights some of 
the same bitter medicine he had to 
swallow himself when his last play 
took such a panning from New York 
critics. 

Couldn’t possibly overlook Mor- 
ris Abrahams. He has been M-G-M 
exploiteer as far back as memory 
carries. And because Morris is 
such a demon at the art of promot- 
ing public interest in M-G-M pic- 
tures he continues to hold down a 
post that has been generally abol- 
ished by film companies. This 
young man can think up more tie- 
ups and publicity stunts than a 
Hollywood film star has divorce 
certificates, 

Lots of Others 

M. L. Finkelstein and I. H. Ruben, 
now retired capitalists, started a 
chain of theatres on a shoestring 
with one small local house. They 
sold out to Publix for several mil- 
lions; Theodore Hays, veteran 
showman, who handles public rela- 
tions for Publix in a manner that 
deserves to win him one of the na- 
tional government’s principal diplo- 
matic posts; Morgan Ames, Emil 
Franke and Herbert Elisberg, who 
have accomplished the seemingly 
impossible by putting back the 
R-K-O Orpheum theatre on the lo- 
cal amusement map from which it 
was blotted out when that live- 
wire showman, Frank N. Phelps, 
switched his affiliations from the 
Orpheum to Warner Brothers; the 
ever calm and genial Bob Scott, 
manager of the Metropolitan; wide- 
awake Publix managers and pub- 
licity men in the persons of Harold 
Kaplan, Gordon Greene, Bob Cross, 
Martin J. Kelly, Clifford Gill, Fay 
T-ler, ete. probably the world’s 
politest and best-1atured box office 
treasurer; Bill Reuss of the Shu- 
bert theatre; ex-theatrical mana- 
gers George Guise and Jack Quin- 
lan, who have switched to the less 
worrisome job of newspapering; 
drama critic Merle Potter of the 
“Journal,’ who takes a 

(Continued on page 53) 


marbles. 


LEBLANG OWNS 
BLOCK WORTH 


Joe Leblang took title early this 
week to one of the most valuable 
properties in the world. It is the 
Longacre building on the northeast 
corner of Broadway at 42nd street. 
The acquisition gives him posses- 
sion of the entire frontage on Broad- 
way from 42nd to 43rd streets, a 
parcel valued at $15,000,000. An 85- 
story office building may be erected 
on the site. 

For some years Leblang has own- 
ed the 43rd street corner of the 
block. It includes the Cohan thea- 
tre, Fitzgerald building and the Le- 
blang ticket agencies. He refused 
$7,000,000 for the latter plot re- 
cently. 

The Leblang block in entirety 
fronts 210 feet on Broadway, 210 
feet on 43rd street and 125 feet on 
42nd street. Nearest adjacent Broad- 
way block frontage holdings are the 
Paramount theatre and building and 
Pars New York and Criterion hold- 
ings. Par is said to have refused an 
offer of $30,000,000 for both. 


BYRD’S SHIP GROSSED 
$23,000 IN 5 WEEKS 


Admiral Byrd’s Antarctic ship, 
“City of New York” ended fs five- 
week’s run at 96th street and the 
Hudson Sunday (14) with gross of 


about $23,000, $2,000 of which came 
from kids at 25c each. Adults paid 
50c. 

Considering New York’s popula- 
tion and length of run, this isn’t 
good business, but explained by 
New York having had the antarctic 
ballyhoo for three years, long 
enough to dim interest. 

Next stop is Philadelphia, open- 
ing today (17) indef. Norfolk, 
Charleston and other cities to fol- 
low. 

Ralph Williams is ahead. 

Approximately $100,000 remains 
of to- be paid off on expedition 
deficit. 

With the Byrd ship’s departure, 
New York is getting another sea ex- 
hibit. It’s an embalmed, 70-ton 
whale, at 97th street and the Hud- 
son. 

The whale thing has been ex- 
hibiting over the middle and far- 
west for a year. 


MARY BRIAN TIRES OF 
INGENUING; WON’T TALK 


If even an ingenue was born into 
this world, Mary Brian is one. And 
yet Miss Brian says she is not one 
and doesn’t want to be one. 

Mary timidly hinted that she had 
had some rather awful experiences 
with film chatterers on the coast. 

“Sometimes they don’t say nice 
things about you,” Mary breathed. 
2ut even so, the combined efforts 
of three people could barely drag 
any conversation from Mary. She 
just looked with those lovely, gen- 
tle eyes. Anyone hearing Holly- 
wood is wild and woolly ought to 
glimpse Mary Brian. Why she 
wants, or thinks she wants, to be 
anything but an ingenue is her 
problem. 

Mary 
about 
scenes 


did murmur something 
not liking to play love 


with brown lipsticks upon 


particular | as she slid back into her girlish si- 


one’s lips, but that was just a flash 


could never have my own way when 
a baby on account of too many 


millionaire I joined the Walter Main 
Circus. 
got a showing at Geneva, O., and 
have been showing ever since. 


am wealthy. 


two to pass out to the girl friends 


Can't a man be 
few millions and hang out with poor 
guys without you printing it? 


tion is, outside of trying to get the 
next to closing at the Automat? I'l 
tell you my hobby—marshmallows. 
Tell the world. 
marshmallow hound. 


Razzing The Home Town || Reaction Setting In ROUND THE SQUARE 
(MINNEAPOLIS) 
Chicago, Sept. 16. 
stories on the inside show end of key cities, without giving So much talk about peewee 
golf the gang is fed up. John, The Barber, Dies 
By Lester Rees ee ee eee John, the Barber, died Sept. 13 at his New York home. His other 


name was John J. Reisler. He seemed to have been around:Times Square 
before it was even crooked. That was a long while ago. John’s legiti- 
mate business was barber shopping, with anything on the side, in or out 
of the shop. His last shop is on West 44th street, with tap dancing 
manicurists. He would turn the shop.into a cabaret for any good spender. 

John, the Barber’s life had been a sea of trouble. His worst arrived 
a few years ago when his wife’s sister was shot and killed. John’s 
youngest son took the rap for that and went to Sing Sing. No one 


around the Square ever believed the boy did the fatal deed. If the boy 
had not gone up the river though, someone else might have. The boy 
was released on a commuted sentence last spring. His mother’s 


sistes was sorta mixed up with her husband, John the Barber. Mrs. 
Reisler tried to break it up. Plenty of trouble in the family all through 
before the fatality. 

Another of John’s sons became a pugilist and looked to have a future 
in the ring. His father managed him. Both were expelled from fistic 
circles by the New York State Boxing Commission when they attacked 
Patsy Haley, the referee, in the commission's office, John was always 
excitable like that. 

John held the first managerial contract with Jack T empsey, as Dempsey 
started to cov.e along. John sold his contract for $2,500. Worth a mil- 
lion. John -was always missing like that. Whether gambling or in busi- 
ness, always missing. 

And John was quite a gambler in his own style. He liked to have 
an edge. Became an expert pinochle player years ago and used the back 
reom of his barber shop on West 45th street to play with the customers. 
Customers finally faded away. They also played the slot machine in 
front of the shop and shook dice upon the cigar counter. But John only 
seemed to win, whatever they gambled at. He had the rep of being a 
smart crap shooter. 

For a while John dropped out of sight after the family’s calamity and. 
that great little kid going up the river. Then John came back to the 
Square and opened another shop. 
so he died. Leaving that kind of a record and a very good wife and 
mother sadly broken for life and nothing left after a stormy career that 
cmitted hardly anything that anyone who stood for everything would 


the way John did. 


Barney Steger, Jr., Passes Away 


Barney Steger, Jr., 18, died Sept. 6 and was buried Sept. 9, from his 
home in Erooklyn. The boy, oldest son of Barney, the Cop, of traffic 
at Broadway and 46th street, had been doomed for months and didn’t 
know it. 

Sept. 19 last year when the surgeons cperated upon the lad, removing 
an arm’‘and almost all of one shoulder, his parents were informed their 
son would have to go, despite that he would recover from the operation 
which he did. 

Around once again, young Barney was cheerful. Informed his father 
he must have a driver’s card because when the doctor said he could, he 
intended to drive a car. Despite the one arm, Barney, his father, en- 
couraged him, told the boy he would get him the driver’s license and 
the car whenever the doctor gave the word. 

Later with the unsuspecting boy once more ordered into the hos- 
pital, his only thought was the driver’s license. So Barney, his father, 
arranged with the auto bureau, secured a card in the boy’s name with the 
understanding that when his son passed out the card would be re- 
turned. 

Young Barney remained happy with Death hovering, but it was a ter- 
rific strain upon the Steger family, especially the parents, for there were 
10 other little Stegers at home. About a month ago Mrs. Steger became 


the Cop, remains at his traffic post, thankful in a way because his b 
is beyond pain. 

Young Barney was in a front seat of an auto in June, 1929. Another 
boy was driving. As the ear took a sharp turn the door next to young 
Barney suddenly opened and the boy tumbled out. 
about it that night, saying he had a slight pain in the shoulder. She 
rubbed liniment on the shoulder, and the pain had disappeared by the 
next morning. 

Some weeks later the boy complained of the pain returning. 
examination by several surgeons, the Stegers were informed that amputa- 


(Continued on page 53) 


Forum 


Marcellus, Mich., Sept. 11. 
Editor “Variety’’: 

In your last issue an article stated 
Joe Whitehead, with his share of 
the Coca Cola millions, was being 
sued for $500,000 for breach of 


000 she will never get it, not from 
me. Jl] spend it for marshmallows 
first. Joe Whitehead. 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 


promise, and that Frances Perter, a er “Variety”: 


show girl, has possession of my am Sir Joseph _Ginzbure’e 

yacht brother, a plumber. For months 

Pretty soon there may be no in- There is no use trying to hide my | ™°¥ I have been reading “Variety,” 

genues left in pictures. For some identity any longer. I've tried to when I can get it. Sometimes I 

have to buy it. But with a bit of 

reason ingenue roles ave fallen|get a few more showing dates be- forethought I ean usually take a 
fore I tipped my mitt, but I guess 

n 3 fz snues sh ek ¢ > 

into aay nee Ingenues do not - I've played them all. The only nee at the one in the public li 

to be considered as such. Talkin€ | thing left for me to do is to come ary. 

picture roles seem to make these /right out and confess that I am the What's the matter with you 

demure little girls feel their oats or|Coca Cola king. What are you go- |&ents? Week by week I read 

something. ing to do about it? through the paper, but now it is 


my hobby. I}™any months since I saw any men- 
t/tion of my brother, Sir Joseph, 
even in the okits. How do you ex- 
pect to run a paper if you neglect 
the big shots: It’s common knowl- 
edge that Sir Joe was number 66 
in former Ambassador Gerard’s list 
of 55 men who run this country. - 

Many times people have asked 
me what about Sir Joseph: has he 
renewed his contract with the 
Howard boys, and how are his kid- 
neys? What can I tell them? Can 
I tell them “see ‘Variety’ last week.” 
No, I cannot. 

Sooner or later people will get 
sore, and they won’t ask me any 
more. And then there won't be 
much use in being Sir Joe’s brother. 

Jake Ginzberg. 

Last heard of Sir Joseph Ginsberg 
was that he’ had gone near nuis 
trying to buy, without dough, the 
South American rights to the seee 


Show business is 
love to play one night stands. 


nurses, When I found out I was a 


That was 34 years ago, 1} 
Why do you have to print that I 
Isn’t the curse of 
money enough without rubbing it 
in? Can’t a man have a yacht or 
without putting it in your paper? 


under cover with a 


What do you think my dissipa- 


I don’t care; 


lence. 


If that lady is suing me for $500,- 


Then other things happened, and. 


naturally fall into hanging around Times Square for so many years in’ 


the mother of her 14th child, eleven of whom are living. And Barney, . 


He toid his mother 


Upon 


ond full moon each month, et 
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VARIETY 


TIMES SQUARE 


Wednesday, September 17, 1939 


Broadway Chatter 


Phil Kornheiser walking on air. 


Spanish night club called El Chi- 
cago has opened ir the Village. 


Dick Maney has a new set of 
china, Recent motor smash. 


Old-fashioned square-set dances 
coming into vogue again. 


Bugs Baer claims to play two 
kinds of ¢¢4—miniature and manly. 

Prime Carnera’s shoes are wanted 
for midge golf courses. 

Johnny Hudgins is out of “Hot 
Rhythm.” 

Bert Wheeler has gone back to 
Hollywood. 

Marjorie Selzer rehearsing for 
Bob “Uke” Henshaw’s new act. 

Rogeanna Reynolds and Doris 
Jay reunited. 

Loretta Young has been chosen 
Janzen bathing suit girl. 

Dave Chassen ordered a suit with 
three vests. Soup one reason. 


The Abnér J. Rubiens have a dog 
that only understands German. 


Lee Posner says he’s doing a 
night club column for the N. Y. 
“American,” 

Park Central Hotel has its name 
stencilled on its mattresses, maybe 
to keep the guests honest. 

Helen Harrison handling publicity 
for Big Four Film Corp., shifting 
frdm Pathe. 

For the first time since his return 
from the Coast, Ted Healy will be 
at the R-K-O Palace, New York. 


Gracie Fields of London opens at 
the Palace, New York, Oct. 5 for 
two weeks. 

Earl Carroll's dinner yesterday 
(Tuesday) to his show _ girls’ 
mothers cost about $600. 

Grace Moore (R-K-O publicity) 
is out of the hospital after an op- 
eration for appendicitis. 

James Dealy, agent, is in the Pres- 
byterian Hospital with a stomach 
ailment. 

Bill Danforth hurt in a motorboat 
accident at Thousand Islands last 
week. 

Colors of Al Jolson’s racing sta- 
bles are black and white—a large 
white “J” on a black background. 

David Warfield is back home at 
135 Central Park West, recovered 
but still somewhat weak. 

Planes now being equipped with 
phones that will permit pilots to 
talk with land airports anywhere 
on the way. 

Betty Compton is going through 
the stiff paces at Philadelphia Jack 
O'Brien's, Her story is that it’s 
just to keep in trim. 

Al Lewin, Metro producer, is in 
New York on his first vacation in 
several years. He sails for Europe 
next week. 

Nelda Kincaid and Violet Arnold, 
for year and a half line girls with 

Carroll's “Sketch Book,” will go on 
tour as principals. 

Tex Guinan started writing a 
two-column box daily for the 
“Graphic” this week. Her first was 
a salute to Cal Coolidge. 

Irv Strouse, the p. a., and Soda- 
mat settled that argument. Sodamat 
bought back Strouse’s contract for 
$500. That gives Irv the edge. 

June Day, self styled “Tex Guinan 
of Paris’ who flopped last season 
in several night clubs, is rehearsing 
a vaude act. 

Nat Dorfman has joined the edi- 
torial staff of The Telegraph. He 
will write a Broadway column to 
appear three times a week. 

A nephew of Lew Reals has been 
sent to Saranac Lake, N. Y., under 
the care of the Jewish Theatrical 
Guild. 

Peaches Browning attempted to 
stage a stage-comeback at a 125th 
street burlesque house Sept 7, ap- 
pearing as added feature. No line. 

Sid Grauman has again concluded 
to go back to L. A. First, though, 
he is going to Atlantic City with 
his mother. 

Western Electric uses women to 
inspect lead covered cables at its 
factories because of the women's 
supposed faculty for finding flaws in 
man’s work, 

Jim Corbett lost a new topcoat at 


the McLarnin-Singer fight. He was 
not in the press section. 

Shuberts fired Peter Anstey, 
young p. a., last week. Youngster 


squawked over favoritism shown 
Manny Seff. Greneker slipped the 
air. 

Monte Proser, p. a.’ing in New 
York, has recovered from a broken 
arm. The day medico took off the 
sling. Proser went to the hospital 
for a double hernia operation. 

Loney Haskell was struck by a 
taxi at 92d street and Amsterdam 
avenue the other day. Driver's 


name was Isaac Gutgold with plenty 
of witnesses. 

Sixty-year-old gent, with aspara- 
gus, working hair growing racket, 
is stopping the baldies. Takes off 
his hat to show what the wonder 
cure did for him, 

Louis A. Safian, legit producer, is 
back in town after a four months’ 
trip for his health. Safian suffered 
a breakdown and is now under doc- 
tors’ care. 

Biz so bad with Bob London, 
agent, that he’s booking bridesmaids 
for these film house weddings. Laid 
off chorus girls put on the white 
dresses for the work. 

Dine and dance spot just off the 
main stem advertises “Russian Re- 
vue with Broadway Gypsies,” the 
latter description being a new name 
for chorines. 

John Rucker, colored comic, is re- 
garded as having uncanny foresight 
in telling fortunes with cards. But 
John’s worry is he can’t tell whether 
he’s going to get the last half. 

Al Jolson made a record trip from 
the United Artists’ office to the 
Motion Picture Club one day last 
week without once stopping for a 
“touch” tale. 

Jake Meyers, New York show 
biller and poster, is a neighbor of 
Jack (Legs) Diamond at Acra, N. Y. 
Nobody pays any attention when 
Jake leaves home. 

Leonard Spiegelgass, with the Fox 
scenario department in New York, 
has been transferred to the Hol- 
lywood office, leaving for the coast 
this week. 

All Brooklyn’s Rudy Vallee Clubs 
—about i15—united in one _ by 
Maurice Bergmann of Brooklyn 
Paramount. Entire gang now meets 
Sunday mornings  theatre—if 
they pay admission. 


Chatter in Loop 


Nan Elliott 
Coast trip. 

Shop featuring a hat for femmes 
called “The Divorcee.” 

Benny thieves got Max Halperin’s 
topcoat. His only one. 

Lloyd Lewiag, new dramatic critic, 
sticks to his pipe between acts. 

Emil Stern takes in all Loop pic- 
tures with his wife, he says, 

Aeroplane company now features 
week-end jaunts to L. A, 

Henri Ellman sometimes forgets 
he’s on a milk diet. 

Jack Kearns back in loop, but has 
switched hotels. 

Danny Graham is still nursing 
literary ambitions, 

Emory Ettelson disbanded Mil- 
dred and Her Gang. 


is back from that 


Tom Carmody is becoming the 
best-dressed man of the local 
R-K-O, 


Bowlegs no longer signify a cow- 
boy from out west; he may be a 
mounted copper. 


Irene Farrell has an entirely new 
engagement ring, direct from Rob- 
ert Johns, non-pro. 

Billy Diamond goes to all the ball 
games and roots for the visiting 
team, 


Jonas Perlberg, Publix manager 
in Jacksonville, visiting the former 
home burg. 

Chi has largest Filipino colony 
of any burg in U. S. Numbers over 
5,000. 

M. A. Aylesworth, NBC, will have 
offices in the local new quarters and 
commute from New York. 

Leo Le Blanc, since St. Louis 
went music-less, has taken a strong 
liking for the loop. 

Harry Munns returned from Ber- 
lin with new ideas for Chi beer 
gardens. His original purpose in 
going. 

The auto caravan to the coast 
has finally started. Freddy Rosen- 
thal, m.c. with Pat Lane and Billy 
Bernard. 

Jules Greengard, hay  feverite, 
misses the ice vaults in the old 
breweries wherein he used to spend 
his afternoons clad in a fur coat. 

Ticket agencies are going to sell 
Punch & Judy tickets. First time 
in Chi a picture house has gone 
for this. 

Henry Shapiro finally got back 
from New York. Stuck in Wind- 
sor, Can., where they wouldn’t be- 
lieve anything he told them. 

Ashton Stevens almost cured for 
his passion for first row seats when 
they spotted him directly behind the 


“Artists and Models.” 


Milkmen’s New Hours 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Milkmen, once all night 
workers, have had to switch to 
day duty because of Chi's 
heavy drinkers. 

Recent gathering of the milk 
dealers agreed to start all the 
wagons out at 8 a. m. instead 
of two, as has been the custom. 

Dealers claim the boys and 
girls, on the way home in the 
early hours, get too rough with 
the bottles and wagons, and 
they can’t afford it any more. 
They figure all the alcoholics 
snoozing by 8 a. m. 


Hollywood Chatter 


List to Ben Piazza’s experiences 
driving from Coast to Coast in a 
1922 broken-down Packard. 


Solly Violinsky says he’s waiting 
for Television now before making 
contracts. 

Max Hart, the champ Broadway- 
ite squawker here, Sante Fe-ing 
home in Nov. 

It’s not the thing for a femme 
to smoke on the boulevard before 
6 p. m. 

Ben Ehrlich, the Chi barrister, 
has been admitted to local practice 
and contemplates opening an office 
here. 


Arthur Caesar says that a few 
more years of this soft racket and 
he'll become the most glorified re- 
tired bum in America. 


Bert Levy’s eardrums on the 
mend. Cartoonist jazzed them up 
in a swimming pool accident two 
years ago. 

Adler of Adler and_ Bradford, 
adagioists, at Grauman’s Chinese, 
hopes he'll retire on his patented 
combination shaving and tooth- 
brush with automatically feeding 
cream for both, self contained in 
the handle. 


Even the Chief is suffering by 
the great exodus, through many 
deciding that rather than sell the 
old boiler at a loss it’s cheaper for 
them to drive the whole family 
back by motor. Those un-optioned 
people who express their desire to 
trek the motor trail back to Broad- 
way are besieged by financial of- 
fers to find room for others in a 
motor party back east. 


Chatter in London 


Paul Murray being X-rayed. 

Birthrate lower than ever, 

Irene Vanburgh on tour again, 

Luke-warm ice water over here. 

Prince of Wales to have his own 
airdrome, 

Theatre here took 
formance, 

Leslie Banks off to the States 
again soon. 

They claim English is still spoken 
back stage at the Palladium. 

Midget golf here rated the crazi- 
est thing since snakes. 

Sun blisters are being 
naturally by the climate. 

Clubs these nights fill up around 
midnite after premieres of home- 
made flickers. 

Stewart Rome now villain in pic- 
ture in which he was hero In silent 
version, 

Edgar Fairchild 
Lindholm) just 
sunstroke. 

Men here now playing tennis in 
shorts and dames playing in trous- 
ers. 

Ted (Kid) Lewis, former English 
champ, opened Stage Door Club, 
formerly owned by Harry Adams. 

Russell Johns says he came over 
to have a song published and get 
some clothes. 

Hilda Mundy, femme partner of 
silly Carryl, anxious to know 
whether New York rage is blonde 
or brunet. Claims to be either. 

Football season has opéned with 
smashing victories for leading Lon- 
don clubs. Rated new alibi for West 
End b. o. flops. 

Isabel Jeans’ part in “The Man in 
Possession” is being taken over by 
Iris Hoey, to allow Jeans to play 
the same role in the States, 


$8 one per- 


cured 


(Fairchild 
recovering 


and 
from 


Basil Gerson’s wife's dine but 
ean’t dance place in the Hotel 
Somerset is doing better now that 
the girls once more must pay for 


orchestra leader at the opening of| ing skirts 


their own meals. More good look- 
in Gerson’s any eating 
time than in Hollywood in a week. 


Chatter in Paris 


First French nudistic congress 
took place in the special enclosed 
park of the local Sparta Club. 

Jack Wilson of the Casino de 
Paris Jackson Boys was success- 
fully operated on for appendicitis 
at the British Hospital here. 

Slow business in most of the Paris 
nite clubs. 

Colonel Leslie Naftzger, lawyer 
and golfer, left on the “Ile de 
France” to see America first, spend- 
ing his vacation over there. 

Hal Wallis and Louise Fazenda 
expected. 

Paris gals gone Hollywood. Hat- 
less, sleeveless, stockingless. 

Cafe des Mariniers out Montpar- 
nasse way—newest wee hour joint 
on left bank. Cecille Sorel already 
passed on it. 

Bets ten-to-one in Paris that 
“Body and Soul,” European number 
for Libby Holman in her new show, 


Toronto Chatter 


Doug Stanbury around seeing the 
home town boys. 

Road showing ‘‘Abraham Lincoln” 
at two spot. Up here Lincoln means 
name of-a car. Canadian school 
history books give him five lines. 


Six brewers merge. Beer drops 
to 12 cents pint. 


Jack Arthur’s new Par-Publix 
unit shows clicking. 


Sunnyside Beach, all summer car- 
nival, dropped 50 grand from last 
year but still out of the red. 


Toronto Exposition dropped 200,- 
000 in attendance over 1929. Reuben 
and Cherry shows skidded with the 
rest. 


Dailies toying with economy 
waves. Lots of the boys leaving for 
New York to get famous. 


Dailies offered Winchell’s column 
with no bites. “Describes persons 
unknown in Toronto,” ete. 


Autumn is officially here because 
Arthur Cohen, Par-Publix manag- 
ing director, is wearing his hat 
again, 

Tom (Tivoli) Daley getting high 
hat in his new 3,300-seater. Giving 
the boys the yeah. 


“Queer People” barred from On- 
tario, but unofficially, 

Pony golf slipping. 

“Police Gazette” re-entering Can- 
ada. 

Brokers can afford coffee again. 

Railways have cut off late Friday 
trains for vaude bunch with dates 
in Buffalo and Detroit. No vaude 
boys with dates in Buffalo and De- 
troit. 

Keppie’s stock opens fair. 

N. L. Nathanson, ex-managing di- 
rector F. P.-Can., back from Eu- 
rope with nothing to say. 

Uptown spends $40,000 on cooling 
system, then puts house on split 
week without stage show. Nelson 
Shea, manager, not wearing his 
tuxedo now. 

Clair (U) Hague throwing parties 
to celebrate “All Quiet.” 

Femmes burning up over Rudy 
Vallee’s size-up, “Canadian girls 
wholesome but not chic.” Whadda 
ya mean, wholesome? 

Canada’s first full length and flop 
feature, “Carry on, Sergeant,” to be 
fixed up in sound. 

Art Ritchie named western divi- 
sion chief for Par-Publix. Brooklyn 
boy who took Greeley’s advice. 


Canada governor’s taste in pic- 
tures: thought “Lawful Larceny” 
great. 


Free tea cup reading in lobbies. 
Biz still bad. 

First sound truck now 
Paramount. More coming. 

“Hell’s Angels” can’t play here 
until cut. 

Sixty per cent Canadian houses 
wired. Wirirg costs much higher 
than in U. S. 

Controller Summerville asked city 
council to tax pony golf courses 
$300. City made it $50. Summer- 
ville owns two picture houses, 

Dailies squawking against film 
monopoly in Canada. Takes teles- 
cope to find anything but Para- 
mount. 

Loew's London drops vaude, Only 
two flesh spots in all Ontario now, 
Toronto and Hamilton. 

Convent has pony golf course. 

Sturgeon Falls had a show rob- 
bery of $250. About six months’ 
gross. ~ 

Par-Publix signs all First Na- 
tional releases. Fans writing to ask 
where Colleen Moore is and why. 

Jack Arthur breaks 100. “Just 
luck,” ete, 


on job. 


becomes wow overnight on Broad. 
way. 

Opening night of “The Well ot 
Loneliness” looked like Eva Le Gaj. 
lienne’s 14th Street theatre, 

Vilma Banky back from Hun. 
garian home. Enroute to New York 
with new clothes. 

Elsie Frazee beating it back to 
Riviera to dodge heat. 

Beulah Livingston, Dorothy Her. 
zog, Rose Pelswick—all telling 
what's wrong with Hollywood. 


Jennie Dolly changing publicity 


men, 

Camilla Horn’s new German madg 
picture has settings in Berlin, Nice 
and Paris and will be made in those 
places, 

George Pattula of “Saturday 
Evening Post” fame gathering ma- 
terial for more short stories at 
Fouquet’s on the Champs Elyseeg, 

Dagmar Godowski says that if she 
finishes her new book, “Between 
Husbands,” and it is the success it 
should be, she will get started right 
away on a new one more crisply 
entitled “Between Divorces.” 

Fanny Ward looking delightfully 


girlish as seen through a thick haze ~ 


of cigaret smoke at the Ritz bar, 

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Sarnoff are 
stopping in Paris. 

George Antheil is hiding in a little 
house in a little town along the 
Riviera, finishing up his opera, 
“Helen Retires,” which he is doing 
with John Erskine, 

Zelda Sears gathered enough ma- 
terial here for 10 Metro stories next 
year. 

E. H. Goddard of New York park-« 
ing his yacht to the banks of the 
Seine and giving a few river cocks 
tail parties. 

Rowe Sisters together with Harry 
Pilcer stole the summer season at 
Biarritz. 

New Casino at Sinaia in Rou- 
mania drew Herb de Belle and 
Thelma Lee. 

After doing all French watering 
resorts David and Hilda Murray 
off to Lido, Venice. 

Niceman Sisters at LaBourboule;' 
Miss Chrysler at Evian and Dreana 
Beach at Le Touquet. 

Conrad Bercovici back in town, 

“Lady Chatterley’s Lover” being 
adapted in French for stage. 

Kiki’s “Memoirs” going into best 
seller class with tourists, 

Papers chasing Jean Acker to 
check rumors about her suit in New 
York, 

Irene Bordoni buying a comedy, 
vintage 1923, to produce herself this 
season in New York. 

Tania Fedor and other Metro ime 
portations back from Hollywood. 

“Hank” Falaise back, 

Pola Negri’s airplane broke down 
coming back from Brussels, She 
blames the talkers. 

Frank Vosper in town, living off 


profits of “Murder on _ Second 
Floor.” 
Carl van Vechten proposing 


“Bricktop,” Montmartre entertainer 
for Legion of Honor. 

“If Your Kisses Can't Hold the 
Man You Love, Your Tears Won't 
Bring Him Back,” Sophie Tucker's 
new song, just reached Paria, 

Some Paris actresses burning 
when they read what Peggy Wood 
said of “Bitter Sweet” as done in 
France. 

Victor Glover, dramatic reviewer 
of New York “Herald” of Paris, is 
with Paramount. Ditto Douglas 
Cook, dramatic reviewer of Chicago 
“Tribune” here. Gives film corapany 
good break in local columns and in 
wired stuff as well. 

Heat making Edna Wallace op- 
per stop her gymnastics fora while, 

Irene Castle here. Wouldn't talk. 

Dorothy Farnum, with Metro, and 
her husband, Maurice Barbouf, may 
stay in Paris. 

Lily Damita’s p. a. managed to 
get just one more engagemen* an- 
nounced and rumored before leav- 
ing. It was W. K. Vanderbilt, Jr, 
this time. 

Ray Henderson passing through 
Paris after four months in Europ®. 

Carmella Ponselle studying [0 
open at Opera Comique in French 
roles, 

Kenneth Britton going 
Broadway to see new plays. 
finished that novel yet. 

Michael Arlen still working 0” 
play Dillingham announced in 1925. 

Peggy Vere glad she’s signed for 
another year at Concert Mayol here. 

Nita Naldi reducing by thumping 
her piano at Auteuil. 


back to 
Hasn't 


Paul Farrell leaving Harry's Bar 
to go radio in the States. Replaced 
by Carrie Maude Beville, Florida 
warbler. 

First theatre here to employ ® 


(Continued on page 53) 
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TIMES SQUARE—SPORTS 


VARIETY 


AL SINGER GOT IT IN 
THE NECK FOR FULL KO 


By JACK PULASKI 

Dynamite Jimmy McLarnin, the 
vancouver knockout specialist, did 
nis act by quickly dispatching the 
Bronx idol, Al Singer, in the third 
yound at the Yankee Stadium 
Thursday evening. This time the 
sports experts were agreed that was 
the way the contest would come out, 


‘put the betting odds of 8-5 on 


ey proved there were plenty 
Singer had a good 
chance. Benny Leonard was the 
only “expert” who picked Al Singer 
to score the kayo. 

In making the match Singer 
reached out for new laurels by go- 
jng out of his class against a wel- 
terweight. In so doing he also gct 
himself a neat $35,000. No title at 
stake. Al won the world’s light- 
weight championship from Sammy 
Mandel much more quickly (one 
round) this summer. While Mc- 
Larnin sort of tarnished the crown, 
Singer is still the champ of his divi- 


sion. 


Lucky for Singer he was not bat-. 


tered. He took the chance of hav- 
ing his block knocked off by Mc- 
Larnin, ironically called “Baby 
Face,’ so in getting it quickly he 
was lucky. Probably has a very 
gore neck, however, from the way 
they nursed it afterwards. Despite 
the licking Al still looks the very 
best of the lightweights. 

For the first two rounds Singer 
had a shade. He missed some but 
got in the most and _ cleanest 


punches and roused the crowd by 


shaking up the blonde westerner. 
Yet Singer did not seem to step 
around as he usually does. He was 
there willing to trade wallops with 
the hardest hitting little maninthe 
world. Credit goes to Singer’s 
gameness when in pain and trouble, 
but he took too many chances and 
was too confident of beating Mc- 
Larnin at the latter’s own game. 
McLarnin Down First 


Hopes of Singer’s fans soared in 
the first round. In a corner he 
elipped Jimmy with a short jolt to 
the jaw. Down went McLarnin as 
Singer hopped away, but Baby Face 
jumped right up again. 

The fatal third round for Singer 
started when McLarnin landed a 
left hook to the jaw. Al’s head 
snapped back, and it may have been 
that blow that was his doing. A 
few moments later he went down 
after a mix-up. On his face he 
grasped the back of his neck, kick- 
ing into the canvas. 

Singer managed to arise just be- 
fore 10 was called. McLarnin 
thought it was all over and did a 
hand-spring, only to be ordered to 
proceed by the referee. Al nearly 
nailed Jimmy at the time. -Then 
he acted peculiarly, turning his 
back towards the oncoming McLar- 
nin about three-quarters way round. 
Singer did not appear able to de- 
fend himself. Jimmy let go a right 
that landed on the back of the head. 
Down went. Singer, remaining 
squirming as he was counted out. 

They rubbed his neck and iced it, 
the champ quickly coming out of 
it and walking over to congratulate 
McLarnin, who had pulled his nip- 
up a second time. Jimmy got a 
big hand and the better reception 
upon being introducéd, too. The 
boys had forgotten that thing at the 
Garden with Ray Miller, who had 
Stopped him previously in Detroit. 

Dundee Loses Again 

Semi-final brought back Joe 
Dundee, former welter champ, and 
Ben Jeby, local boy, who just man- 
aged to get the decision. Dundee 
started very slowly and took many 
@ smack from Jeby. That he weath- 
ered the eight rounds proved Dun- 
dee to be in good condition. One of 
the other eights attracted attention 
—Nel Carlton of England and 
Jimmy Slavin, a tough west-sider. 
sp hit Carlton very low twice 
4 one round and the latter went 

°wn writhing both times. Crowd 
80t excited and called for a dis- 
Qualification, But under the new 


‘ete below the belt is not a foul. 
raw, 


Ye Olde English Tea Room at 151 
aoe 48th street had a luncheon 
aan week to celebrate its 17th 
“en ay. Some of Miss Berwin’s 
comers attended, as well as 
Se Guests included Dallas An- 
le Son, Helen Hayes, Helen West- 

y, Tom Powers, Philip Leigh, Ona 


Vis, Albert Hacket, Frances Good- 


Tr 

voted Harrison Fisher, Betty Star- 
Kenyon Nicholson, Roger 
yor, Marjorie Gateson, Forney 


ley and Harriet Mencken. 


Golf Luncheons 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

First miniature golf course 
with caddies opens in a down- 
town store in two weeks. Cad- 
dies will trail behind the play- 
ers with a tray of sandwiches 
and coffee. 

New course announces 
frankly it is going after the 
noon hour gang, who they say 
can recreate and eat at the 
same time. 


Paris Chatter 


(Continued from page 52) 


femme press agent is the Theatre 
Montparnasse. Mademoiselle Lili 
Lourioty holds the job. 

So she can be married, a parole 
has been granted to Fernande La- 
goutte, chorus girl. She was in jail 
pending trial for standing at the 
window of her ground floor apart- 
ment, doing an off-stage nudistic 
act on account of the hot weather. 

During a rehearsal in a theatre 
where previously employed, Zim, 
currently stage manager of the Pal- 
ace, in an idle moment caught the 
eye of Henry Varna. Latter expos- 
tulated with Zim to find sumething 
to do. Next Zim was seen knitting 
a bedspread during the next re- 
hearsal. 

“Nigger” Nate Raymond landed 
here $12,000 to the good. Philippe 
de Rothschild, manager of the Thea- 
tre Pigalle, son of the owner, on 
his way back froin America, traveled 
with Raymond and thought he 
could best him at cards, 

Heat chasing everybody out of 
town. 

Maria Corda back from Germany. 


Helen Gahagan sailing for new 
Belasco show. 

Opening nights bring out Fanny 
Ward. 

They wear Deauville Sandals on 
the Left Bank now. 

During the heat several news- 
papermen went Hollywood one bet- 
ter and wore knickers without the 
golf hose. 

Papers didn't know whether to in- 
terview Ivy Lee or nct. 

Max J. Kramer talking to his son 
in New York about the Shuberts. 
Over phone. 

Dorothy Herzog deciding to stay 
over another six months when pub- 
lishers told her “Some Like it Hot” 


had gone into another edition. She 
calls it a Paris option. 
Josephine will do the “Baker- 


shake” of shimmy parentage, and 
lead her own orchestra in the new 
Baker show. 

Peggy Wood came over to Le 
Toquet last week-end. She was 
dining in the Club Casanova, when 
suddenly Erskine Gwynne, sitting at 
another table, got an idea. He went 
over to the orchestra and soon 
strains of “I'll. See You Again” 
floated through. Everyone made 
such a to do, nothing left for Peggy 
but to sing it. She begged off from 
encoring, saying that was just what 
she came to Le Touquet for—to get 
away from the song. 

Harry Hansen, literary editor of 
the New York “World,” in Paris 
now a month, having a nice quiet 
time with Mrs. Hansen and their 
two daughters. 

There’s a discussion running in 
the French theatrical papers now 
land conducted by actresses as 
to what should be done with the 
conversation in love scenes in a 
talker. Dolly Davis writes she holds 
only for a few quiet “Je t’aimes” 
and let it go at that. 

Mile. Paul and M. Beer, directors 
of “L’Oeuvre,” big Paris newspaper, 
intend to organize a new school of 
the theatre.in Paris. 

The marriage of Jean Acker and 
William Harris Hanley of London, 
announced in Antibes last month 
for Aug. 28 in Paris, did not ma- 
terialize. Although both in Lon- 
don, at the George V Hotel, some- 
thing happened to the match. Now 
young Hanley, 23, is engaged to 
Helen Maxwell, St. Louis heiress. 
The new match was announced at 
a party given by Katherine Mc- 
Carthy, at which the Dolly sisters, 
Nita Naldi, Mary Heaton and many 


New Yorkers were present. Hanley 
and Miss Maxwell sailed on the 
“Europa” and announced they 


would be married the day after ar- 
rival in St. Patrick’s Cathedral in 
New York. 

Kitty Gordon in town for a day 
after taking cure at Vichy. 

Carl van Vechten autographing 
copies of “Parties” before sailing. 

Between Junch and cocktail hour 


Fee for Grid Broadcast 
Minnesota’s New Idea 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 


Four local radio stations are “up 
in the air’ over the University of 
Minnesota's announcement that, 
for the first time, they must pay 
$100 a game, or a flat season charge 
of $500, fo. the privilege of broad- 
casting Minnesota football games 
this fall. 

The stations feel that the state 
educational institution is carrying 
commercialization of the sport too 
far. It is pointed out that the con- 
tests draw capacity (55,000 at $2.50 
and $3 per person) and, accordingly, 
can suffer no box-office injury from 
the broadcasts, 

These brvadcasts, it is further 
emphasized, perform a service for 
taxpayers of the state unable to 
attend the games. Incidentally, 
these taxpayers own and support 
the university. 


More Dog Tracks Shut 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. 

Bridgeville Kennel Club, staging 
greyhound races nightly, folded last 
week when county detectives or- 
dered all gambling stopped. 

Officials felt it would be useless 
to continue without betting and 
closed for the season. 

Guyasuta track called it a sea- 
son several weeks ago when dis- 
trict attorney’s office banned the 
mutuel machines, 

Only track running now in this 
district is the New Kensington Ken- 
nel Club, about 20 miles from the 
city. It’s out of the county and 
wide open. 


Razzing the Town 


(Continued from page 51) 
delight in pre-viewing pictures; 
Mrs. Carlyle Scott, demon woman 
impresario, and numerous others 
who must be denied this fleeting 
mention because of space. 


Hard Boiled 

When it comes to newspaper 
publicity we boast (?) the hardest 
hearted bunch of news editors in 
th. world. Minn also has what is 
believed to Le the only vaude-film 
house enywhere scaled at 50c. top 
and siving two-for-one tickets, free 
refre--ments and vacaticn trips. 
We have, tuo, the 32-story Fushay 
Tower office building, patterned 
after the Washinston Monument 
and launched with magnificent and 
costly showmanship that preceded 
its owner's financial ruin. Here, 
also, is one of the finest symphony 
orchestras in the country, with Chi’s 
Grand Opera company at one end of 
the amusement pole and barmaid 
joints, roadhouse cabarets and 
gambling deiis at the other; a main 
business artery minus stieet cars 
and lined with retaii stores that 
well might ve New York’s envy, a 
dozen beautiful lakes and bathing 
beacnes within the city limits and 
public golf courses and parks ga- 
lore, to make tough summer opposi- 
tion for theatres. 


Football vs. Vaude 

The old town, too, has the doubt- 
ful distinction of being a place 
where gags derogatory to its sister 
city, St. Paul, still are sure-fire for 
vaude artists, although St. Paul long 
since has been far outdistanced in 
growth, wealth and everything be- 
speaking metropolitanism. A town, 
moreover, where a University of 
Minnesota football game will draw 
60,000 people at $3 a throw, but a 
3,000-seat vaudefilm house has to 
go like blazes to gross $10,000 a 
week. 

And last, but not least, now more 
people within our corporate limits 
than Cincinnati and New Orleans, 
according to the current census, 
pushing ahead ot them in the cen- 
sus race, although falling some 
30000 short of that 500,000 goal. 

his is Minneapolis! 


Jimmy Durante, sighting a stone 
in the path of an auto in which he 
was riding, grabbed the wheel and 
shouted: 

“Don't drive over that, it may be 
a miniature golf course.” 


Nita Naldi drops into Brentano’s to 
buy the new books. 
Fania Marinoff 
quaintances, 
Mischa Elman telling about art 
in America on the dollar basis. 
Dot Morrison substituting for the 
Rocky Twins at the Casino. 
Everything is Coste-Bellonte 
now. 


renewing ac- 


| 


Round the Square 


(Continued from page 51) 


tion was imperative of nearly the entire right shoulder. 
operated the surgeons knew the boy could not live long. 

Thousands of show people know Barney, the Cop. He has been on 
the force for years with the majority spent at the 46th street corner, 
The Stegers have been married for 22 years. 


Before they 


Wide Open for Near Beer 
First of wide open beer bars and rails has been opened in New York 
without advertising. “Beer” but near beer with the E. & M. Schaefer 
Brewery Co, of Brooklyn as its sponsor. It’s on 50th street just off 
Broadway. No special name for the new bars dispensing only Schaefer 
brew. If it clicks others will shoot up. 
The bartender is of the familiar stripe and the rail looks the same. 


Broadwayites in on Coste’s Gross 


The Coste-Bellonte non-stop flight from Paris to New York was man- 
aged and arranged for by Rene Racover, Broadwayite who formerly 
operated night clubs along the main stem. With Racover were two 
others, Abner Rubien, theatrical attorney, and Irving Straus, theatrical 
p. a. Racover has been managing Dieudonne Coste for three years while 
Rubien and Straus have been connected with the flier for two years. 

Racover banked all he had on Coste accomplishing this flight. He had 
failed in the two previous attempts. The French government is against 
making it known how much Coste and Bellonte will make commercially 
of the flight, hailing it as purely a patriotic action. 

It is reported that the fliers embarking Saturday (13) on a good will 
tour sponsored by the American Chamber of Commerce, will receive 
about $100,000 from the latter governmental organization and $25,000 
for flying to Dallas. This beside the large sums they will get from 
broadcasting from Standard Oil Company and their bonus from the 
New York “Times” for their flight story. Wanamaker’s department 
et paid something for bringing over in their plane a dress made fro 

aris, 

Racover came over from France seven years ago to handle the Cafe 
de Paris on the Century theatre roof. Later he managed other night 
clubs and then went in with Roger Wolfe Kahn on Le Perroquet de 
Paris. He sold his shares in the latter club to Kahn before it closed 
and returned to France, where he managed the “Perroquet” over there 
besides other clubs. 

Racover returned to this country three years ago to get ready for the 
first Coste flight, which failed. He went back to France and didn’t 
return to the U. S. until the following year, to prepare for Coste’s 
second flight, which also failed. By this time his old buddies were 
beginning to laugh at him and call his association with Coste foolish. 


Dance Hall Biz Bad; New Ones Starting 

With the half dozen taxi dancehalls in Times Square playing to their 
lowest grosses in years, new ones are entering the scramble. 

New spots are either under or over theatre property. Les Ambas- 
sadeurs night club last season reopens next week as the Garden dance- 
hall, in the Winter Garden building. The Miami is the name of a jig 
joint in the cellar of the Gaiety theatre building. 


How It Happened With Schwab 


All kinds of versions have wafted in from Philadelphia as to the re- 
cent beating there of Lawrence Schwab (Schwab & Mandel) who was 
a subject of mistaken identity by guerillas who sought to avenge an 
alleged insult to one of Philly’s young women. 

One story had it that a bunch with Schwab were in a restaurant, and 
that one of them focused his gaze on a young femme at another table. 

The girl returned the glances of the actor’s because of his screen fame. 
Another in the party sounded a warning, that the girl was with a tough 
crowd, etc. Two of the four New Yorkers left. A little later actor and 
Schwab were leaving, the mob closed in and the girl pointed out Schwab. 

All efforts to explain proved futile as Schwab was subject to severe 
physical treatment. What became of the actor was not reported. 


How Arizona “Takes” Its Sick 


A former show girl, who stayed up late nights and ruined her health, 
writes from her bed in a sanitarium in Tucson, Ariz., that packeteering 
is certainly not confined to Broadway. 

“The only industry here seems to be illness and the impression is 
that if you can afford to come out for six months or a year and just 
sit around waiting to get well, you must have a bankroll. 

“And how they take you! A 25c. jar of cold cream in New York is 60c, 
here. They tack at least 100% on even the barest necessities. 

“I could buy a winter outfit for what it’s costing me.to store my fur 
coat. As far as apartments are concerned—well! I thought of renting 
one, but a two-roomer here has a Park Avenue price, and the price is 
the only thing that resembles Park Avenue. 

“I'll be glad to get back to Broadway and the low cost of living,” says 
the girl. 


Victoria Hotel’s Harsh Rules 


Two young girls from Massachusetts were refused entrance to their 
room in the Victoria hotel at 7th avenue and 5lst street because they 
could not immediately pay their hotel bill of $13, which was suddenly 
called for by the management. The girls’ baggage was in their room, 
with the hotel refusing to permit them to enter the room or take the 
baggage so they could go to another hotel. Their bill is said to have 
been for one day’s lodging. One of the girls said she had wired home 
for $50 and expected it the first thing in the morning. 

With no place to go, unable to get into another hotel without baggage, 
the two girls slipped into a restaurant near the Victoria. It was near 
midnight when the Victoria refused them. At four in the morning 
Walter Winchell and Nick the Greek noticed the girls crying in the 
restaurant. Asked why, they told about the Victoria, 

Walter and Nick went into the hotel, where an asst. mgr. said it was 
the rule. Asked if he thought the girls should walk the streets all 
night without a place to sleep, the asst. mgr. said it was the rule. Both 
told the asst. mgr. what they thought of the Victoria hotel. Nick paid 
the girls’ bill, sending for them and telling the young women, both non- 
professionals, to go to bed and go home the next day. 

Hotels around Times Square earlwin the summer had a one-day pay- 
ment rule for show people without baggage. 

Winchell printed the story in his “Mirror’ syndicated column. He 
said the p. a. for the Victoria had been imploring him for a year to give 
the hotel a little publicity and that had been his first chance. 


Cheaper Ginger Ale . 

Guests at various hotels in the Square accustomed to entertaining 
friends at gin drinking soirees in their rooms are practicing economy 
by purchasing ginger ale in quart bottles for 25c each, outside. With 
several hotels getting 50c or more a bottle for splits of ginger ale de- 
livered to the room by a boy and necessitating an additional tip, the cost 
of ginger ale often equals that of the gin for the party. 

Price of gin around the Square delivered is $1.75 or three quarts for 
$5. Phone calls to a bootiegger these days bring quick action, the boys 
priding themselves on the speed with which their runners supply de- 
sired liquids, When a regular customer misses a week it is not unusual 
for the legger to call up and ask why and even to offer liberal credit 
terms. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 17, 1939 


TO THE LADIES 


In the Land of Stars 


By Grace Green 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Just like all the men out here 
talk about one thing out here— 
pictures, the women talk pictures 
—plus clothes, 

At one dinner party, a number 
of the Broadway girls gone Holly- 
wood made clothes virtually the 
only conversation, interspersed by 
occasional references to their pro- 
fessional boy friends. As a general 
thing (for once, out here) pictures 
were secondary. 

Jeanette MacDonald was there, 
smart in a black gown with an un- 
usual treatment of the sleeves and 
vestee in white crepe, and a tricky 
black velvet beret with a dashing 
white bow on the side. 

Grace Menken, sister of Mrs. Bert 
Lytell in private life and sister of 
Helen, wore a smart black velvet- 
brimmed hat with a cluster of white 
flowers both under and on the brim, 
close to the forehead. Miss Men- 
ken tells you how she had it copied 
from a $65 model and is sweet 
enough to give the address of her 
copying genius. 

Embarassment 

Speaking of copies, Miss MacDon- 
ald toid of her embarassing mo- 

nt. After consideration, she 
bought an original model costing 
a couple of hundred dollars. A few 
weeks later, wearing this creation, 
she sallied forth to purchase a pair 
of shoes. The very saleswoman 
who attended her wore the exact 
copy of the model she had on, 

A favorite sport(?) out here 
among the film girls seemingly is 
ordering original models of hats or 
gowns from the most exclusive 
establishments and, on _ receiving 
same, dashing around to one's fav- 
orite copyist, then returning the 
original with the excuse it is not 
suitable. This has been going on 
for no little time but the feminine 
apparel shops are now getting wise. 
It seems newer here than else- 
wheres. 

Musical Comedy Girls 

Cute Inez Courtney from Broad- 
way musical comedy, also at this 
gathering is now kept very busy 
in pictures. Inez has one direc- 
tor’s heart  fluttering—and justly 
so—with the bunch kidding the 
Paramount megaphoner plenty. 

Hollywood seems to agree very, 
very well with Ona Munson (Mrs. 
Eddie Buzzell). Eddie looking very 
fit and hasn’t added any super- 
fluous avoirdupois. 


A Night at Olsen’s 


This roadhouse at Culver City, | 


attractively decorated and with 
probably the snappiest entertain- 
ment around here, seems to be 
doing all the night life business in 
Lower California. 

The show is snappy and most of 
the girls are unusually pretty and 
sexily built. George says he -picks 
them for the s.a., proving what a 
good showman Mr, Olsen is. 

On one peppy number, “Happy 
Days Are Here Again,” the theme 
song of a Fox film in which Olsen 


and his boys appeared, the girls 
looked fine in very low-cut blue 
satin rompers, silver sequin 


trimmed, with enormous blue bows 
on the left side, and hats to match. 
Juliet Johnson, partnered with 
George Murphy, the ballroom team, 
is peachie in a white satin blouse 
trimmed in purple, with purple 
satin overalls and slippers to match. 
She is one of the most graceful 
dancers ever seen. Her partner is 
quite personable and a fine dancer. 
They have been at Olsen's since the 
place opened, George bringing the 
team o7 especially from New York. 
Mary Doran, until recently under 
contract to Metro, but now gone 
Universal, was the guest of honor. 
She wore an attractive but some- 
what daring long, black, lace skirt, 
fitted snugly around the waistline, 
and a narrow black lace brassiere 
to match. A one-inch ruffle around 
the bottom of the brassiere, but 
otherwise a space of two inches o 
flesh showed between the brassiers 
and skirt. It’s California's latest, 
and a grand idea to keep that per- 
spiring waistline cool and aired, 
even if our mothers wouldn’t ex- 
actly approve of its openwork effect. 
Dorothy Jordan looked sweet in 
a long ruffled white chiffon gown 
with gardenias gracing the shoul- 
der. This added just the proper 
touch to an otherwise simple gown. 
Gwen Lee looked quite well if a 
little too plump in a light blue lace 
“own with a little over-jacket of 
the same lace. 
Thelma Todd, squired by Ivan 
Lebedeff (who, they said, is return- 
ing to his own country for a vaca- 


TWO WOMEN’S CLOTHES 
ON PALACE PROGRAM 


This is the first time a dress of 
Frauri Clyne, most ultra of cou- 
tourieres, has been programed at 
the Palace. Worn by Harriet Hoc- 


tor for dancing with two fetching 
gigolos, the gown is a lovely crea- 
tion in sheer and revealing Ameri- 
can beauty crepe. Its flowing skirt 
dances well, as does everything 
worn by the supremely graceful 
dancer. 

For a closing number Miss Hoc- 
tor dives down in her memory bag 
to reproduce a dance executed by 
her and Snow and Columbus on 
their first appearance in vaudeville. 
A silly thing in which patter lines 
are spoken between the bars of 
schottische tempo, it delighted Sat- 
urday’s audience—though they have 
often witnessed just that sort of 
vaudeville with very straight faces. 
Its foolish mannerisms seem de- 
lightful artistry as executed by 
three experts, Miss Hoctor in a 
pink poke bonnet and transparent 
tulle skirt dotted with Elsie Dins- 
more trimmings. 

Ethel Merman wears a swell vel- 
vet ensemble for hot and bothered 
blues, done with deliberate style. 
Her voice is compellingly sweet 
when she doesn’t strain it with hot 
shouting. But the real kick of her 
act is Al Siegal, talking to the piano, 
teasing out blue grace-notes, pound- 
ing ferocious’ discords, fooling 
around like an inspired mechanic in 
a goofy workshop. 

Miss Merman’s second dress is 
in white chiffon, tiered into grace- 
ful flares and topped by a war-like 
bodice scalloped in_ silver. Her 
hankies—since all blues. singers 
must have hankies—are interesting 
enough to warrant their use; a 
black chiffon bordered with three 
overlapping rows of white lace and 
a white chiffon in whose folds rhine- 
stones twinkle. 

Betty dances with Wilson and 
Keppel who add something new to 
the familiar stair-tap routine and 
are rewarded with applause un- 
usually prolonged for an opening 
act. The Three Girls from Missis- 
sippi contribute harmony and beauty 
to the mad goings on of Ted Healy 
and his strange looking assistants. 


Limited Lead Role in | 
“Leathernecking” Film 


The lead in “Leathernecking” is 
one’ of those unimportant women 
who acts pleasant and allowg her- 
self to be sung at during senti- 
mental musical interludes. 
looks and adequacy are as much 
as an actress can bring to such a 
part. Irene Dunn _ brings both, 
plus affectation which could easily 
be dispensed. with. 

Louise Fazenda, whose sense of 
humor may always be _ counted 
on, is provided with numerous man 
chasing scenes in which she accu- 
rately reproduces a talkative south- 
ern belle. 

Tashman exercises hau- 
teur in smartly fitted costumes. 


tion very shortly) looked superb in 
a tailored maroon dress, trimmed 
around the neck with white. She 
had a ducky little felt hat to match. 
Miss Todd has a figure and knows 
how to keep it trim. 


At B.B.B.’s Cellar 
Sally O’Neill in a French blue 
sports suit and beret, and a2 many- 
hued scarf around the neck, looked 
rather gloomy and depressed. The 


and heavily swathed eye. 

Dignified Barbara Bedford, who 
some years ago was quite a favorite, 
looked rather serious and almost a 
bit out of place for a nutty joint 
like B.B.B.’s. Her dress, too, of a 
dark tweed mixture with a smail 
linen collar and a brown felt hat, 
was a little too severe for a hilari- 
ous joy-cave. With Miss Bedford 
were her mother and brother; also 
the “Reverand” Barnum (of Bailey 
and Barnum), who sells a number 
like nobody's business. 

B.B.B. reminds of Joe Cook as a 
one-man show in himself. B.B.B. 
has improved in looks, speech and 
showmanship tremendously since a 
year ago. He is the sole attraction 


(Continued on page 61) 


Did You Know That— 


Hollywood, Sept. 13. 

Nancy Carroll is breathtak- 
ing in Technicolor...The solo 
dinner session George Arliss 
has at the table in “Old Eng- 
lish” runs seven minutes, or 
630 film feet...Queen of the 
local fashion show was Jean- 
nette MacDonald...Mrs. Jack 
Warner has one of the most 
rare blue diamonds in the 
world...Marion Spitzer is 
driving around in a’ snappy 
new contraption...Minna 
Wallis entertained a group of 
girls at the Dominoes Ciub 
...Frank Fay is going to have 
a sweet phone bill this month 
because of those nightly Mali- 
bu-N. Y. calls...Mrs. Harry 
Cohn is now in New York... 
Bob Shannon almost didn't 
make the Paramount lot one 
day because of two trucks on 
the highway the night before 
...A French perfume is called 
“Green Fruit”’...Lina Bas- 
quette gave a formal fashion 
display ait the Embassy Club 
...Mrs. Adolphe Menjou looked 
beautiful in a boucle sport 
costume lunchinzy at the Am- 
bassador with her husband, 
and the Spanish beauty who 
sings during the lunch hour in 
this hotel is a pictur2 bet. 


cause must have been her infected: 


“On Your Back” Story 
Is Like Mme. Frances’ 
Rise to Clothes Fame 


Women were important in the 
making of “On Your Back,” adapted 
from a Rita Weiman story. In the 
film, which shows the development 
of Julia, a Grand street dressmaker, 
into “Julianne,” the proprietress of 
a fashionable Fifth avenue shop, is 
a background which closely paral- 
lels that of one of New York’s best 
known style creators (Mme. Fran- 
ces). Events are fictional, but a 
similarity is there decidedly—from 
the East Side beginning through 
the Broadway period to the ulti- 
mate grand finale on New York's 
glittering Rue de la Pay. 

Sophie Wachner designed the cos- 
tumes, which carry authentic de- 
grees of style and luxury, whether 
worn by the principals or displayed 
in a beautiful fashion show. 

The development of the main 
eharacter is excellent—her deter- 
mination to succeed, her means 
toward success and the manner in 


| which she handles her customers, 


pointing out that a gown is chic, 
but .so, so expensive, and thereby 
making it something precious to be 


attained. It isn’t often that a film 
character receives such logical 
treatment. 


Irene Rich screens beautifully in 
the main part and, if the director 
could have kept her from overplay- 
ing sweetness, would have turned in 
one of the best performances of her 
eareer. Marion Shilling is a sac- 
carine love interest and Ilka Chase 
registers immediately as a wise girl 
who knows all the answers. 


RITZY 


“Variety's” front page story last 
week that several Broadway night 
places intended to feature ‘‘pansies” 
created unusual interest. It re- 
vealed the fact that this particular 
field is flooded with so-called talent. 

Reporied brought about by Jean 
Mallin at the Club Abbey. During 
several years, while Jean was living 
at home in Brookly, he apparently 
had no means of support other than 
depending on the $10 and even $5 
prizes he kept winning at “drags” 
at the Rocklaffd Palace and else- 
where, although two years ago he 
was in the ensemble of “Mima” at 
.the Belasco theatre. Then he be- 
came entertainer at the defunct Ru- 
baiyat in Greenwich Village and 
managed a “drag” at Bryant Hall. 

Since his success at the Abbey, 
where he brought his friend, Francis 
Dunn, to imitate Helen Morgan, he 
only attends “drags” as a plain- 
clothes spectator, as at the recent 
affair at the Star Casino. 

The new Club Calais has opened 
at 125 West 51st street, with Arthur 
Budd as master of ceremonies, 
Jackie Maye and Francis Fay as 
entertainers, Pep Casson’s orchestra 
dispensing music. .Bud, who has 
also won prizes at “drags,” was re- 
cently entertainer at the defunct 


(Continued on page 56) 


The Parisian Front : 
By Christine 


10-YR. OLD WOMEN’S 
CLOTHES LOOK DRAB 


Nothing is as drab as a style out- 
moded by 10 years. Fifty retrospec- 
tive years give a fashion the charm 
of old age; twenty years throw it 
into laughable quaintness; five 


years give it, at least, the distinc- 
tion of seeming ugly; but 10 years 
aren’t near enough to be all wrong 
nor far enough removed to have 
taken on period graces. 

The producers of “The Long 
Road” were up against a stiff prob- 
lem in costuming their 1917-19 play. 
Men’s costumes were simple—the 
fashion was khaki. But women’s 
costumes were atrocities, hardly 
designed to show a 1930 actress at 
her best. The dresses had such a 
way of looking like several yards of 
silk, tied in the middle, rounded at 
the neck and trimmed with.a half 
yard of sad pleating. When the 
creators tried to be jaunty the effect 
was even worse, with hobble skirts 
and inset laces. Ten years from 
now they may seem quaint. 

“The Long Road” is a dull play 
about drab and olive-drab people. 
The costumes, being accurate, em- 
phasize the dullness. 


Color for Redheads 


It's a red heads’ holiday when a 
picture is made in color. That, of 
course, means in the giris such as 


in “Follow Thru,” that amusing 
little mashy romance that gets in 
and out of the jealousy rough every 
few yards. 

Nancy Carrol naturally heads the 
list followed by Zelma O’Neal and 
as many red-headed extras as ever 
brightened a film. Fortunately not 
many brick top heros have yet ap- 
peared. 

Miss Carrol has returned to the 
simpler form of story when she 
seemed on the road to heavy dra- 
matics in some of her former fine 
performances. But that dramatic 
stuff must age the girls quicker and 
it would be a great pity to take 
Miss Carrol out of the junior class. 
Some of the trickiest sport clothes 
in this, all very attractive in this 
softened color effects. 


Deceptive Roles and 
Clothes on 86th Bill 


At the 86th St. Grace Doro’s 
“maid,” assisted with her 
voice, caused surprise, and “that’s 
no ordinary maid” at the first notes, 


who 


but later the verdict was “well, 
she must be at that” 
The pretty Peggy Hoover, with 


Buddy Doyle, had a surprise, too. 
She read her ‘poetry and limped 
through a song and then went right 
into a toe dance, 

Miss Hoover appeared again in 
black velvet and black’ hose and 
needed no advantage. 

Floor length fluffy gowns are go- 
ing to make their stage wearers get 
away from the entrance curtains, 
unless they want the audience to 
know they are patiently waiting 
there for a little more encourage- 
ment to take an encore. Those 
skirts will show. Miss Doro’s was 
of delicate pink appliqued with rib- 
bon flowers. 


MARRIAGES 


George Cohan Welch, son of Jack 
Welch, of the Shuberts’ New York 
offices, will marry Pauline R. Bristol 
of Foxboro, Mass., Sept. 20, at Fal- 
mouth, Mass. Young Welch is -a 
godson of George M. Cohan. 

Liliore Green, non-pro, to Ernest 
Ian Torrence Sept. 12 in Beverly 
Hills, Calif. Torrence is a film ed- 
itor for Radio Pictures and the son 
of Ernest Torrence. 

Al Amato, Toledo dance band 
leader, to Dorothy Hamilton, Nor- 
walk, O., non-pro. 

Catherine Herbert, 29, of “Step- 
ping Sisters,” to Baron Carl Walde- 
mar Von Ehren, 31, in New York, 
Sept. 10.> 

June Clyde, picture actress, to 
Thornton Freeland, U. A. director, 
Sept. 10 in Hollywood. 

Margaret De Mille to B. P Fine- 
man, associate precucer at Metro, 
Sept. 10 in Tuscon, Arizona. Bride 


is the daughter of William DeMille. 


Paris, Sept, 5, 
Marie Costes, Dieudonne’s Geor. 
gian princess wife, is being Dulleg 
several ways at once, at the mo. 
ment. Going up to her apartment 
two days after her husband haa 
landed in New York, was like in. 
terviewing someone on the boat 
train platform during the arrival of 

the Gold Star Mother contingent, 
Marie was surrounded by tele. 
grams, flowers and men. The apart. 
ment was full of them. She hag 
signed a contract with the Aubert 
Gaumont Franco films here, just 


before her husband made his flight, 
Now she wants to meet him in 
America but can’t because She hag 
started the picture. It is a talker 
with Marie doing a lot of singing; 
the name of it translated means 
“The Romance of the Unknown.” 

Meantime Mme. Coste is having a 
lot of clothes made in prepara. 
tion for her trip to America, She 
said she would like to get into 
pictures in Hollywood, but since she 
doesn’t speak a word of English, 
it looks a little difficult, despite she 
is a very beautiful blonde. She ig 
studying English on the grama- 
phone every morning. Speaking 
four other languages, English ought 
to be easy. The princess made her 
debut in pictures about a year ago 
in “The Night Is Ours.” Since that 
time she has done one other, and 
now the third under the new con- 
tract. The free publicity she ig 
getting now certainly ought to help 
the little girl along in the pictures, 
So far it hasn’t deluged her with 
offers. 

Left Incomplete 


~ Marion Davies hurried out of 
Paris before she had gotten a com- 
plete wardrobe. So that she only 
got away with one Jane Regny sport 
suit in brown jersey with a fine 
check in blue thread. The blouse 
is blue jersey, and the jacket is 
lined with beaver. She bought an- 
other ensemble with a black frock, 
and black coat lined in red plaid 
and trimmed with astrakan. Out- 
side of the shopping she did, Miss 
Davies lived quietly at the George 
V hotel. She was seen but little. 
Wilette Kershaw’s Plea 


Wilette Kershaw came out before 
the curtain at the close of her play, 
“The Well of Loneliness.” Through- 
out the entire play she had worn 
a tailor made with collar and tie, 
in curls, white organdie, a large 
lace picture hat and a chiffon hand- 
kerchief. She delivered in_ this 
garb a long plea to the audience 
in behalf of perverts. 

Play peppered with sentimental 
meanderings about flowers, trees 
and the birdies—not to speak of 
an unnecessary number of biblical 
quotations, the most popular being 
something about the mark of Cain 
that has descended on these luck- 
less lonely ones. Cain gets blamed 
for everything, in New York and 
Paris. 

Otherwise the play was faintly 
reminiscent of an “East Lynne” ree 
vival. When Carrie Maude (erste 
while piano player from Harry's 
bar) who plays the flashy dame, the 
first to give Stephen Gordon (Miss 
Kershaw) her initial amorous heart- 
break, comes cn the stage in a stiff 
Dutch bob, blonde, a frightful idea 
of a 1904 afternoon dress in cheap 
yellow taffeta, all topped by 4 hat 
bowed down with flowers and rib- 
bons, there was a snort of mirth 


Her speeches drawled in 4 aa 
Southern monotone, concerne 
themselves chiefly with the ide 


that life generally is hell. She spoke 
the ridiculous lines, however, with 
more ease than anyone else in the 
cast. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln Theodore 
Roosevelt, colored, Sept. 1% ® 
Sloane Maternity Hospital, New 
York, son. Father known as Ste 
Fetchit in vaude and_ pictures 
Mother professionally, Doris stev- 
ens in films. 


Mr. and Mrs. George yee 
son, at the Polyclinic Hospital, 
pbanjo- 


York, Sept. 8. Father is the 
ist with Don Bigelow’s orchestra 4 
the Park Centra: Hotel. 

Mr. and Mrs. M. Stanley Bers” 


man, at Good Samaritan nospits) 
Los Angeles, Sept. 12, — 


Father is in charge of shor - 
jects at Universal. Mother is en 
belle Laemmle, daughter of © 
Laemmle, 
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English system of “open market” 
gales of pictures seemed doomed by 
the breaking away from that plan 

. by -Essanay in the marketing of 
Chaplin subjects. System, followed 
by Americans, in England, had pro- 

“gucers selling product on lease basis 
to renters. Change of policy was 

“fought by British trade and the 
Northcliffe press, which charged 
that the American trade was dom- 
inated by German capital. 


Loew’s Rochester theatre started 
the “protection” idea in picture 
presentation, advertising that the 
gubjects it showed would not ap- 
pear at any time in opposition 
houses under an exclusive contract 
with certain producers, 


“Complete service” system was 
being abandoned all around. Had 
been the custom for such organi- 
gations as General Film to supply 
a whole program for a _ theatre, 
hutting out other product. New 
York theatre among first to junk 
old system by booking in full length 
features daily instead of only Sat- 
-urday and Sunday, rest of the week 
offering two-reelers on mixed pro- 
gram. 


Broadway legit busy ca upaigning 
against cut rates. This was first 
week of scheme to put ticket dis- 
tribution into hands of Tyson & 
Co., to exclusion of Leblang. Shu- 
berts had just sold the Tyson firm 
to C. A. Zabriskie, consideraticn 
reported at $100,000. 


Teddy Gerard, American snow 
’ girl in London, reported engaged to 
a British title. Joe Raymend, New 
York agent, and Teddy’s legal hus- 
band, said it couldn’t be done. 
Coney Island’s worst 
history came to an end. Most of 
the boys were dodging creditors. 
War prosperity had not yet struck 
America, but it wasn’t far off. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 


season in 


New York was not represented in 
the baseball league. In order to 
stimulate interest in the game in 
New York the National and Roches- 
ter teams of the league played a 
series of games in Gotham. 

Daniel O’Leary and J. H. Haverly, 
champ pedestrian and leading stage 
producer, promoted a tournament in 
Chicago, designed to pit the en- 
durance of men against that of 
horses in distance races. 


First national contest of glass 
ball marksmen was held in Jackson, 
Miss. Idea was protest against 
trap shooting matches using live 
Pidgeons. 

At the height of the season the 
Monmouth racetrack near Long 
Branch, N. J. drew only about 5,000: 
_While the Grand Circuit trotting 
meets in Springfield, Il., drew 8,000 
on a rainy day. Maud S. was the 
attraction at the latter track. 

The Staten Island Lawn Tennis 
club made the first move toward a 
national net tournament by holding 
a Series of matches to which all 
American Players were eligible. 
Prize was a cup worth $100 and “‘in- 


Jai 
oy tennis rackets’ for the runners 


ae effort was made to create a 
fue for “wickets,” a game slight- 
bling cricket, except that it 
® Played with a bat like that 


used in lacrosse. Two innings con- 
Stituted a game. 


Donaldson founded a 
ahaa. ustry. He jumped off the 
aed of High Bridge across the 
160 fect river, New York, distance of 
ae > na He offered to make a sim- 
fap from any bridge in the 


Unitea States. 


New York City 


5 Cents 


Squawks are plenty around the Coast studios about the unnecessary 
panning given pictures caught at press previews by out-of-town corre- 
spondents of unimportant papers. 

Small towners in Hollywood taking their jobs very seriously have 
shown a tendency toward hypercritical reviewings, without taking into 
consideration the fact that they are privileged to see pictures which are 
still incomplete. 


More important reviewers with a knowledge of the business overlook 
the fact that the films are generally longer than they should be, realiz- 
ing that these previews are given before the picture is finally edited. 

As a result of some recent uncalled for pans the studios are consider- 
ing limiting the pre-showings to the more important scribes who are 
familiar with production problems. 


Tiffany is using fan mail on one of its shorts series, “Voice of Holly- 
wood,” to both bolster and hold sales on this product. After the mail 
is received at the various theatres playing the pictures, it is sent to the 
Coast and tabbed by both Tiffany and Louis Lewyn, indie producer of 
the series. Then it’s culled according to territory and sent out to the 
exchanges. 


To build up fan appeal, each of the shorts in the series of 26 has 
someone, usually the radio m. c., asking the audience to write “to this 
theatre,” etc., with requests and comment. Requests are actually filled, 
wherever possible, and the real names of the fans, plus addresses, are 
announced. This in an effort to plug business for local accounts buying 
the Tiffany program, 

With Tiff already selling the second series of 26 in the “Voice” series, 
it is felt both on the Coast and in the distribution end of Tiff that the 
use to which the fan mail is being put stimulates sales. 


Working under cover, Radio on the Coast is preparing a talker of “The 
Lost Werld” ilk, to go out under the handle of “Creation.” Section of 
a stage has been set off for the animation work, which, like “Lost World,” 
will feature prehistoric animals. But two execs on the lot are allowed 
on the stage and few working at Radio know of the plans. : 

Harry O. Hoyt, who directed “World” for First National five years 
ago, is now under a Radio contract to direct the picture. Also working 
on the animation end is Willis O’Brien, who was one of the principal 
animators on the original Conan Doyle story. Four others are also 
engaged at the present time on this work. 

The studio will proceed cautiously. Idea is to shoot one sequence of 
trick animal stuff and if it clicks the plans will be continued. 


A check-up on the Coast mail fan situation is said to reveal that 
Robert Montgomery (Metro) is receiving about as many epistles as any 
fila star out there. He’s even reported to be running ahead on unique 
requests and demands made upon him by picture goers. 

Montgomery is well into the long distance phone routine whereby 
flaps call the studio from as far away as Chicago and New York to 
speak to him. But the top item to date was a request from a Los 
Angeles hospital, which sent for the actor stating that a patient was 
dying and calling for him. Montgomery felt he couldn’t very well re- 
fuse such a demand, so heeded it pronto to find that the stricken per- 
son was a man who insisted that he was making Montgomery his ex- 
ecutcr and leaving him everything. The actor refused but nurses in the 
room pleaded with him to accept if only to humor the patient and spare 
the consequences of any aggravation. 

It is not known yet whether Montgomery ever heard further from 
the affair, or if the man died, but it goes. down as one of the most 
unusual “fan” experiences for a picture player to date. 


Show people in New York discussing the wave of theatre economy that 
appeared to panic the picture business during mid-summer, still can’t 
fathom why the economy angles are always laid against the theatre. 

One showman ventured that more money could be saved in 10 con- 
secutive picture productiuus in any major studio on the coast than its 
theatre adjunct could cut from its overhead in one year, without demoral- 
izing the morale of the studios as the hasty overhead slashing has done 
with theatre staffs. 

It’s unlikely in the future that the theatre chains will permit them- 
selves to be panicked as they were in the period just passed through. 

Broadway picture people claim that in one talker lately shown in 
New York, $350,000 could have been saved in production only, and that’s 
not “Hell’s Angels.” 


Sol Wurtzel, Fox studio head, is going to get his $500,000, but not 
from William Fox as Jack Leo got his. Winnie Sheehan and Harley 
Clarke, ‘tis told in inner spots, have cancelled the Wurtzel check, under- 
stood to be in the possession of Fox, and are now going to pay Sol off 
in lumps of 100 grand yearly. 

Story is that at the time William Fox stepped out one of the conditions 
was that he have the privilege of paying off the Wurtzel and Leo gratui- 
ties which he considered theirs. 

Why Sol didn’t get his the same as Leo is not known. 
inferred. 


Politics are 


Cooling plant operation in picture houses with a seating capacity of 
2,000 or more will be an added burden theatre owners in New York will 
have to face next summer if an ordinance to double the present water 
rate is passed by the Board of Aldermen. Water is the biggest item 
in theatre refrigeration, setting the operator of the average 2,000 seater 
back about $30 day under the water rate now in effect. Next summer 
it’s more than likely to be $60 for each day the plant is in operation. 


Bill Brandt got his first bath as a legit theatre manager when his 
Jamaica, L. I, house was raided by the cops for showing “Frankie and 
Johnnie” on the stage last week. Actors and a couple of the Brandts 
were removed for bail purposes. 

Now Bill is inquiring about the censor board for the legit. 
cops, Bill. 


It’s the 


When Columbia made its scenes for “Dirigible’ at Lakewood, N. J., 
recently, some of the film must have strayed. Columbia in New York 
office was called up by one of the sound newsreel makers and asked 
if it had discarded any of the:Lakewood made film. 

Newsreel people naturally rejected the offer to buy the sneaked stuff. 


An exhibitor was called into New York from his home town, 1,000 
miles away, by a distributor, without reason disclosed in the wire. Exhib 
thought it meant a proposal for his houses. Arriving in New York, the 
distrib asked him if he didn’t intend using any of the distrib’s pictures 
this season. 


Jason Robards who, a number of years ago was the juvenile in the 
original stage production of “Lightnin’,” is now the heavy in the talker- 
ization of the same play which Will Rogers is doing for Fox. Robards 
is also officiating as technical advisor. 


At a recent luncheon round-robin to discuss the handling of an in- 
coming twice daily picture on the Coast, studio execs and theatre hefAds 
were discussing the campaign to be used and talking over the best man- 
ner in which to handle the feature. This went on for some time with 


the author, who also directs but is never credited for it, present at thé 
conference... ‘ 

Finally somebody got the idea that the author might have a thoucTté 
on the subject, so they queried him about his reaction. And the writer 
paralyzed the table by stating: “Frankly, I’m not interested in the 
picture at $1.50. It’s not a twice daily feature and doesn’t belong in 
the house in which you're going to play it.” i 

However, the picture will play for $1.50 on the Coast. ' 


Loew publicity department is copying “Variety's” style of the two 
pages ef ads printed weekly for the use of exhibitors, for the use of 
their own theatre managers. 

Loew is collecting two pages of their own ads, picked mainly because 
of border attraction, laid out in style similar to that in which “Variety” 
lays out its display. It is distributed by Loew bi-monthly to all its mane 
agers along with its house organ, “Loew Down.” 


Loew readily admits it is following “Variety's” idea, 74 

Metro is scouting for a gagster for Buster Keaton’s latest and Morrie 
Ryskind may be sent for from New York. Al Boasberg was regarded as 
logical for the gagging assignment excepting for Irving Thalberg’s peeve 
at the ex-Metro gag man which may. keep him off the lot. ; 

It started with Boasberg, contracted at $1,000 a week, being voluntaril 
released when broadcasting he cauld go over to First National at a $250 
increase. Boasberg stayed four weeks with FN when ‘advised that if 
he so chose he could call his Metro obligations off. This followed 
Thalberg’s hearing of Boasberg’s verbal act’on the lot. 


Emanuel Cohen, in charge of Paramount’s news 12el, returned from 
Europe last week. It is said Cohen’s trip over was to make a survey to 
improve the Par foreign news service. 


Fox Films made its. payment Sept. 2 of $1,250,000 to the Fox-Case 
Company, for Fox’s purchase of 25% interest in Fox Movietone, owned 
by the F-C Corp. 


Chances of a Radio-Paramount merger were tabbed.as “more remote 
than ever” from a financial source that ought to know. Angle was 
through certain execs of both companies palling of late. 


After looking at the preliminary takes on “Big Trail,” Fox studio on 
the Coast figures it has another Gaynor-Farrell combination. in. John 
Wayne and Marguerite Churchill, who play the juve leads in the film. 

Execs are planning a plug in this direction. First gun will be a party 
to the press in Los Angeles with the two players as guests of honor, 
This is scheduled before opening of the picture at the Chinese, Holly- 
wood. 

Wayne's story is one of those Hollywood things. Originally he was 
Duke Morrison and played on the University of Southern California foot- 
ball team. On graduation he went to work asa prop boy on the Fox 
lot. Raoul Walsh spotted him as “just the type” for “Big Trail’ and 
gave him the part after a name change. sah 


censor resistance in various spots, particularly the shut-out on “Big 
House” for Ohio. It was in Columbus where one of the most destructive 
of prison riots, politically and otherwise, occured last year when’ the 
epidemic was on. ° 

Even on the West Coast it is hinted that the block in that state against 
the WB prison money-maker results more directly from the riot there 
than usual censorship fears. It’s reported likely forces within the in- 
dustry will attempt to save the day through the usual political chan- 
nels. 


Tiffany Chimp pictures, two-reelers, each, require about a month tod 
make. They are in a series and mostly will be travesties by the monkg 
on the better known full length talkers. Next is called “The Little 
Covered Wagon.” 

About 60,000 feet of film is taken for each of the Chimps, to be cut 
down to regulation size, about 2,200 feet. Chimps like all of. the spiecie 
are chatterers anyway. It calls for careful synchronization, however. 


Par is building up Marlene Dietrich, imported from Germany several 
months ago and nearly a dead-ringer for Garbo. “Morocco;” already 
completed as Miss Dietrich’s first, will be given’ an outstanding push, it 
is learned on the Coast. 

Picture will be followed by others with 
Teutonic importation. 

Miss Dietrich speaks English fluently as well as German and a couple 
of other languages. 


roles handpicked for the 


Accepting for granted that stories of the majority of talkers are being 
made with the flapper class of young people in mind, what is to become 
of the other classes of theatregoers? Are the adults going to join the 
children as stayaways because a picture producer believes if the flaps 
don’t patronize his picture, there will be no gross? 

Hays office had better get some statistics for the producers. 


Inside Stufi—Vaude 


Gus Van’s draw so far in the R-K-O houses around New York has equaled 
that of Van and Schenck’s. Van is now doing a single turn, at $2,000 
weekly. When starting in the R-K-O big house in Brooklyn, Gus was 
a bit skeptical and worried; thought he wasn’t getting over; that every- 
thing was sympathy. He was talked out of that, on the established 
theory that an audience may give a vociferous reception to any actor 
but has never been known to force applause in recognition of work for 
anyone. 

Gus’ acknowledged drawing power, however, will probably be the con- 
vincer for him. 


Francis M. Casey, a search for whom is being made in connection with 
the looting of the Aibany (N. Y.) city treasurer’s office of about $25,000 
through forgeries and manipulations of tax assessment rebates, had a 
yen for the show business. He had tried vaudeville, stock, pictures, 
radio and song-writing. Casey was a chorus boy in musical comedies 
presented in stock at Albany some years ago by Bert Lytell and later 
traveled with a vaudeville company. He also took a shot at pictures, 
appearing in the mobs scene of one film produced in Hollywood. More m 
recently he had tried broadcasting over a station in Troy. 

A reward of $1,000 for information leading to his detention has been 
offered. 


After a lapse of nine years Jack Osterman is reviving the little now- 
and-then phamplet. “The Reminder,” originally issued in his behalf by 
his father, the late J. J. Rosenthal. 

Jack is now touring the Orpheum trail where every tank is his home 
town. 


Grant Simpson is at Saranac, N. Y., recovering, but he is not at the 
N. V. A. Sanatorium. Just why no one in New York appears to know. 
From Saranac comes the report Simpson did not want to go into the 
sanatorium. That is denied, with the additional information that Simp- 
son made a special request for admission. 


He is of McConnell (Lulu) and Simpson. The team originated ia 


vaudeville. 


Increased worry about distribution returns on prison pictures follows ¢ 
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Revue in Prague Travesties and 


Ridicules 


Revered Americans 


By Edward T. Heyn 


Prague, Sept. 4. 

A new satirical revue bearing the 
title “North and South” is now at 
the Narodni theatre (Free theatre) 
before crowded houses. This stage 
makes a specialty of satirizing do- 
mestic and international events and 
does not spare its own people, not 
even its native, somewhat typical 
militaristic institutions. 

Owners of the Narodni Osvobo- 
zeni theatre, Voskovec and Werich, 
appearing in the revue as amusing 
clowns, have chosen the American 


Civil war for Czech humor. Gen- 
eral Grant, America’s military hero, 
is represented as a swashbuckling, 
rollicking Falstaffian figure, while 
General Lee, the Southern com- 
mander, fares no better. 

In the occasional company of a 
stuffed donkey, Buffalo Bill, the 
American cowboy scout, is shown 
with an illustrated pennydreadful- 
dime novel in hand, as the romantic 
love-lern hero and leader of Amer- 
ican soldiers dressed in khaki and a 
lot of cowboys, all in stupid and 
grotesque appearance rivaling the 
now famous Czech simpleton, the 
good soldier Svejk of recent fame. 
And to make matters worse, the 
leading scenes are accompanied 
with the music of the “Star- 
Spangled Banner,” and the dancing 
of a score of not particularly at- 
tractive females. They wear dresses 
spotted with the figures of the Stars 
and Stripes, cavorting over the 
stage to the strains of American 
jazz music, 

Clowns in War Huddle . 

The revue is opened by a devil- 
like looking skeleton figure, mouth- 
ing over the horrors of war. Next 
Voskoved and Werich, as clowns, 
with a map of the United States 
before them, discuss ironically but 
not wisely the problems of the 
American Civil War, recounting at 
the same time the movements of the 
Northern and Southern armies in 
the great internecinecon test. And 
the sputtering of the Czech clowns 
on the American fight for the eman- 
cipation of a whole race is accom- 
panied by cheap witticisms on the 
eurse of war, followed by a narra- 
tion of recent international world 
events. 

A prominent figure in the revue 
‘is that of a dusky Negro, who hu- 
morously asserts the soldiers of the 
North and South, fighting for his 
“liberty,” in reality have made him 
@ greater slave. 

The somewhat daring “North and 
South,” containing a few witty ut- 
terances and lively music with 
mediocre dances, is nightly received 
by large audiences, consisting 
mainly of young people who roar 
with laughter, but applaud the vari- 
ous scenes and skits of the play 
with unbounded enthusiasm. 

The usually quite severe and 
somewhat zealous Czech stage cen- 
sor has shown great leniency in al- 
lowing the offensive references to 
the American Civil War, permit- 
ting the venerated figures in Amer- 
ica of Grant and Lee with the full 
mentioning of their names in the 
theatre program, the playing of the 
American national anthem through- 

3 
out In connection with rude horse- 
play scenes to be put on at a Prague 
people’s theatre. 

Grant and Lee Ridiculed 

The question could also be well 
asked what would an audience, for 
example, of Czéchs in Chicago or 
New York say if the honored figure 
of Ziska, the great Hussite military 
genius, or of the two Prokops, men 
all famous in early Bohemian his- 
tory, were grotesquely presented on 
an American stage, as Grant and 
Lee are shown in the Narodni Os- 
vobozeni theatre here? Another 
question occurs, would a revue such 
as is now presented in Prague, be 
allowed here, satirizing, for example, 
Napoleon and the French revolu- 
tion, or the figures of Bazeine and 
McMahon, the French generals of 
the war of 1870 with Germany, ac- 
companied by the music of the 
“Marseillaise” and the unfolding on 
the stage of numerous French flags? 


Work for the Idle 


Paris, Sept. 6. 

To help idle vaude performers, 
destitute literary men and scientists, 
a French publicist, Leon Xanrof, 
has opened an agency to provide 
them with manual work during their 
spare time. 
in assembling small me- 
chanical devices where no special 
skill is required, is mostly provided 
them. 


MARY’S NEW 2-A-DAY 
DORTMUND AT 50c TOP 


Berlin, Sept. 6. 
Jules Marx has opened his sixth 
vaude theatre in Dortmund. It's 
called Olympia, two shows daily, 
12%c. to 50c. 
Management of Rudolf Heidt. 


RITZY 


(Continued from page 54) 
Place Without a Name. Maye, fe- 
male impersonator, has a good sing- 
ing voice. 


Hollywood Marriages 

The rumor persists that Agnes 
Ayres is either secretly married to 
Lewis Milestone or will eventually 
wed that picture director. She di- 
vorced S. Manuel Reachi, Mexican 
diplomat, father of her daughter, 
Maria. Dorothy Sebastian is ex- 
pected to marry William Boyd, di- 
vorced by Eleanor Faire. 
Hollywood speculates as to how 
long it will be before Howard 
Hughes, millionaire producer of 
“Hell's Angels,” marries. Billie 
Deve, who divorced Irwin Willat, 
director. Miss Dove was originally 
Lillian Bohny and started in the 
Ziegfeld chorus. 


Belle Livingston’s Intentions 


Belle Livingston evidently has 
some plans in view, for she is 
studying the various magazines on 
interior decoration. She lives at 
444 East 57th street, the Sutton 
place apartment house where Mr. 
and Mrs. Jay Gould also abide. 
Belle, ence fameus for her legs 
when in musical comedy, was 
adopted by John R. Graham, then 
mayor of Emporia, Kans. She di- 
vorced Richard Waring, of Chicago, 
and married Count Latassi, father 
of her daughter, Mrs. Solange King. 
Belle next married Edward Moh- 
ler, father of her son, Edward Moh- 
ler, Jr., of Cleveland, and finally 
married Col. Walter James Hutch- 
ins, of London. Last April her lux- 
urious apartment at 384 Park ave- 
nue was raided by prohibition 
agents. 


Stowitts in New York 


Stowitts, the American dancer 
who returned to Paris from India 


recently to exhibit his paintings, at- 
tracted attention in New York a 
few years ago by his exotic dances. 
At that time he exhibited his paint- 
ings in a 5th avenue art gallery, and 
the opening day the dowager, Mrs. 
W. K. Vanderbilt, distributed the 
printed announcements. 

Later her daughter, Margaret 
Rutherford, appeared profession- 
ally as a dancer. Margaret divorced 
Ogden L. Mills, Under Secretary of 
the Treasury, and Sir Paul Dukes, 
finally marrying Prince Charles 
Murat. 


Estelle Winwood’s Return 

Estelle Winwood returns to 
Broadway in support of Ethel Bar- 
rymore in “Scarlet Sister Mary.” .In 
May, 1928, she married Francis B 
Bradley, who had been divorced by 
Geraldine Adee, now married to 
Lothrop M. Weld. Bradley was then 
dropped from the Social Register, 
and a year later died in New Zea- 
land. 

Miss Winwood, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. George Goodwin, of Eng- 
land, first married Arthur Chesney, 
English actor. She started acting in 
1898, and came to New York in 
1916. 


Mme. Schumann-Heink has rent- 
ed an apartment at the Hotel Buck- 
ingham, 101 West 57th street. Neville 
Fleeson has leased at 405 East 54th 
street. Edward V. Rickenbacker, 
aviator, has rented a large house 
in Bronxville. 


Frances Heckscher, society debu- 
tante, is engaged to Philip F. Hofer. 
She and her sister, Nancy, daugh- 
ters of G. Maurice Heckscher, live 
with their mother, Mrs. Vanderhoef 
Heckscher. Their father is ‘now 
married to Luella Gear, actress, who 
divorced Byron Chandler. 


The girls are granddaughters of 
August 
lionaire, 


venerable mil- 
sensationally 


Heckscher, 
who was 


sued by Frieda Hempel, singer, and 
who recently married Virginia Hill, 
widow of Edwin B. Curtiss. Their 
aunt, Antoinette Heckscher, is Lady 
Esher. 


Doubling as Grandfather 

Ben Ali Haggin, the artist, is 
again a grandfather. Another son 
was recently born to his daughter, 
Mrs. Louis M. Gourd. Mrs. Gourd's 
mother, Faith Robinson, is married 
to Chief City Magistrate Joseph E. 
Corrigan. 

Haggin was later divorced by 
Bonnie Glass, dancer, and finally 
married Mary Colahan, dancer, 
known as Mary Corday. 


Frances-Spingold Split 
Mme. Frances, modiste and mil- 
liner, is rumored to have had a dif- 
ference’ of opinion with her husband 
of many years, Nate B. Spingold. 
Frances Leviton started with a line 
of $2 hats in a small shop on 6th 
avenue. In 1927 she sold for $800,- 
000 her business at 10 West 56th 
‘street. 
Spingold, once a Chicago news- 
paper man, later became p. a. for 
William Morris. 

Frances sold out to Herbert P. 
Field, Chicago advertising man, 
whose wife was Helen Paul, mo- 
diste. 

By fortunate investment Mme. 
Frances is now rated a multi-mil- 
lionaire. 


Richard L. Hargreaves, president 
of the First National Bank of Bev- 
erley Hills, who is to marry Helen 
Ferguson, former actress and widow 
of William Russell, is the father of 
four children by the wife who di- 
vorced him, Grace Bryan, daugh- 
ter of the late William Jennings 
Bryan. 

Mrs. Bryan Hargreaves is the sis- 
ter of Mrs. Reginald Owen and Wil- 
liam Jennings Bryan, who married 
Mrs. Ellen Bent Balinger, each hav- 
ing previously been divorced. 


Stewart Baird’s Flops 


Stewart Baird, who lives with his 
mother at 14 Sutton place (where 
Jane Cowl also dwells), has gone 
abroad. His latest managerial ven- 
ture, “Ship Shapes,” produced at 
Cape Cod and intended for Broad- 
way, flopped, as did last year's 
“Cape Cod Follies.” 

Baird was for years in musical 
comedy, and later tried concert re- 


F. & M. UNITS 


(Continued from page 43) 


for the last half, and Sept. 28 for 
following first half in Joliet. This 
adds a full week to the coast units’ 
route, falling in after Chicago on 
the way east. 

Rockford is playing split week 
vaude, Morris-booked, and Joliet 
also vaude (R-K-O). The F. & M. 
presentation replacement is an ex- 
periment that may be followed by 
further booking of the Fox units in 
Publix theatres should Rockford and 
Joliet find the units a successful 
change. 


Fanchon & Marco’s present form 
of stage unit is regarded as a dis- 
tinctive medium between the heav- 
ier deluxe theatre presentation and 
vaude. They run at the average 
small time vaude bill cost while 
containing most of the larger pres- 
entations’ good points, with the 
type of talent used also suggestive 
of both extremes. 

Publix to date hasn't proceeded 
with its vaude revival as far as was 
indicated it m‘*_ht before the start 
of the season. It is said vaude is 
not in sight to any extent. The F. & 
M. unit plan may replace the vaude 
idea in Publix intermediate sized 
present straight picture’ theatres 
believed ripe for stage revival 

EF, & M.’s units, in another form 
but still stage shows, may become 
the answer in several Publix spots 
to the demand for “flesh” on the 
stages 


Annie Fay’s Death 


Paris, Sept. 6. 

Annie Fay, entertainer, who had 
gone from Paris to Burnos Aires 
eight months ago, to play the Ar- 
menonville cabaret, died in that 
city after, it is said, spending some 
time in hospital, following the use 
of drugs. 

Several people said to be pros- 
pecting Paris for girls willing to go 
to Buenos Aires as taxi dancers, 
with the better class of agents re- 
fusing to handle the business. 


News From the SS 


(Continued from page 44) 
chased gowns and coats to $18,307. 
Still owes $22,675 for which the 
firm is now suing. 


Restrictive no-turn traffic regu- 
lations in the theatre zone, hereto- 
fore operative only at night, is to 
be placed into effect every Satur- 
day during matinee hour 


One daily carried a story stating 
Rudy Vallee had been held up and 
tortured by two bandits until he 
was forced to pay 610,000. It was 
said they forced him into their 
car as he was going from the 
Brookiyn Paramount to the Club 
Vallee in W. 62nd street, and took 
him into a cellar. There they told 
him to hand over $506,000. Rudy 
laughed thinking it was a joke. 
Then, according to the story, the 
captors took off his shoes and 
slapped a hot iron against the soles 
of his feet. Rudy then agreed to 
give them $10,000, the story said. 
Denial from Vallee expected. 


The day after “Frankie and 
Johnnie,” Broadway bound,, was 
raided by police while at Brandt's 
Carleton, Jamaica, and the cast 
hailed into court, an injunction was 
granted restraining the police from 
interfering with. further perform- 
ances at that theatre. Arrested 
the night of the raid, including Jack 
Kirkland, the author, and released 
under $500 bail each, were Valerie 
Valaire, Frank McGlynn, Jr., Jo- 
sephine Evans, Kenneth Burton, 
Jack A. Clifford, Neii Stone, Cliff 
Beckinger, Roberts Beatty, Donald 
Rowan, Arthur Griffin, Charles 
Wendly, Arthur Sager and Harry 
and Louis Brandt. 


Jenny Scalia, midget actress, 28 


inches tall, was married in the 
Municipal Chapel to Salvatore 
Coke, 5 feet seven. Coke is also 


connected with show business. 


Anne Forrest, star of “Frankie 
and Johnnie” and Lee Elmore, stage 
director, were arrested Monday (15) 
on warrants issued by Magistrate 
Downs and were to be arraigned in 
Jamaica Court. Miss Forrest es- 
caped arrest with the others the 
first raid. They were held for Spe- 
cial Sessions. Her role had been 
taken by an understudy. Show is 
still running, protected by the in- 
junction. 

Joseph V. McKee, president of 
the Board of Aldermen, said he had 
instructed William J. Cahill to 
frame an ordinance which will con- 
trol the pony golf courses. 


Helen Kane testified Monday (15) 
at the resumed hearing into the 
Bond Dress Company, that Murray 
Posner, bankrupt dress manufac- 
turer of the Bond Dress, threatened 
her if she did not testify falsely 
concerning money he had given her. 
Posner declared that the statement 
was “ridiculous and absurd.” 

Miss Kane said that Posner came 
to her room in the Drake Hotel, 
Chicago, demanding she testify the 
money was for investment in the 
dress business and when she re- 
fused he pushed her against the 
wall and started to choke her. She 
was only saved, she said, by the 
appearance of her secretary, Sybil 
Stone, who emerged from the bath- 
room in time to summon a -house 
detective. 


In the many stories concerning 
the mysterious disappearance of N. 
Y. Supreme Court Justice Jos. Force 
Crater, the names of J. J. Shubert 
and William Klein, the Shuberts’ 
attorney, have been mentioned. It 
was reported the Justice met a Shu- 
bert chorus girl in a Shubert show 
and also knew a cabaret chorister 
in the Club Abbey. Klein was men- 
tioned as seen in the company of 
the Justice in Broadway places. 


_No statement issued by either 
Shubert or Klein After the first 
mention of the names of Shubert 


and Klein, their names also mysteri- 
ously disappeared, from further re- 
ports of the matter. 


LOS ANGELES 


Eve Parshalle says she: put the 
bee in Fanchon & Marco's “Busy 
Bee Idea.” Now she’s putting the 


bee on Fanchon & Marco, via Su- 
perior Court, for $15,000 damages. 
Suit says she submitted drawings, 
lyrics and production suggestions 
for a “Bee Hive Idea,”” which ap- 
parently were rejected 


Faith Cole MacLean filed suit for 
divorce against Douglas MacLean 
in Reno, Nev., charging desertion. 
Complaint was placed on secret 
file. Hearing is expected within the 
next two weeks. 

Zane Grey was given the deciison 
in a plagiarism suit brought against 
him by representatives of the de- 
ceased John R. Cook. Suit charged 
Grey was plagiarizing Cook's story, 
“The Border and the Buffalo,” for 
his “The Thundering Herd.” 


Craft Films will construct a lab- 


oratory to cost $750,000 on its Santa 


Monica blvd... property. 


will be two stories Building 


Preliminary hearin 
March, Forest Mariey 
Higgins, accused of conspirin o 
steal the manuscript of “Dawn Pp.” 
trol,” was continued unti Sept 


James Crosland, father 
Crosland, underwent a major 
tion at Codara of Lebanon hospita, 

don 8 been visiting here from New 


After deciding dance te ; 
slow down slight ‘in 1931, 
Dancing Teachers of South Califor. 
nia closed their convention. Next 
summer the Dancing Masters ; 
America convene here. “ 


Jeanette MacDonald was na 
queen of window unveiling for the 
autumn fashions. 


Hearing of the suit of (Miss) Jeg. 
sie James and her father, Jesse 
James, Jr., son of the notorious 
Jesse, aghinst Paramount-Famous. 
Lasky Corp. for $64,000 for alleged 
breach of contract was started in 
Superior Judge K. S. Mahon's court 
Monday (8). Miss James charges 
she was engaged to play the part of 
her great-grandmother in the film 
version of James’ life and then 
turned down for the part. Her 
father was supposed to assist in the 
historical sequences of the film. 


Fox West Coast lost $750 when 
a bandit cracked the safe of the 
Colorado theatre in Pasadena. 


Sally Wray, 20-year-old dancer 
filed an affidavit charging her 
mother with attempting te seize 
her property and causing her to 
lose her job with a revue. Mrs. 
Evelyn Schupbach wants to be ap- 
pointed legal guardian of her 
daughter, and claims the girl is 
squandering her money. 


Peverell Marley, cameraman, was 
granted a divorce from Lina Bas- 
quette on charges of cruelty and 
jealousy. They were married in Jan, 
1929, and separated last June. Miss 
Basquette didn’t contest. 


Arthur McLaglen, brother of Vic- 
tor, was reported missing to the 
Hellywood police by his wife. She 
claims she hasn’t heard from him 
since June 30, when he went on 
location for Fox in Idaho. Arthur 
is known on the screen as George 
Hackett. 


Luther Reed, director, filed suit 
for divorce against Jocelyn Lee, ac- 
tress, charging cruelty. They have 
been married only three months. 


Ruth Lane, dancer, is suing Dr. 
A. Wryllis Williams for $744,000 
damages for injuries she claimé 
suffered through negligence of the 
doctor in performing an operation 
She alleges he removed her ap-. 
pendix needlessly 


CHICAGO 


Evanston Sunday pictures fight 
continues 


With Sky Harbor, airport, going 


under the hammer for $500,000 
claims against it, included in the 
sale wiii be the ritzy Sky Harbor 


Petruska Club. It also operates 4 
class nite spot in town 


Harold Gilles, of “Louie's Hunery 
Five,” radio and vaude act, had 
been sued for separate maintenance 
by wife, Eleanor Gilles. Charges 
are drunkenness and desertion. 


stranded 
ant 


Seven girl musicians 
here last week obtained a warr 


against agent, George B. _— 
Femmes were Georgia Gibson, Iren 
and Esther Geise, Bessie Moore, 


Helen Palmer, Mildred Prigge and 
Lucille Branch. 

Lottie Brenner Dechow, who ut 
the Buckingham theatre here, er 
threatened with kidnapping 
week unless she deposited $10,000 
somewhere in an alley 

Mrs. Legana Kearns, wife of oe 
Kearns, last week filed 
to Kearns’ bill for annulmen ae 
their marriage. Bill states that At- 
and Kearns were married 19 
lantic City Aug. 4, 1921. 


ver 

Kearns stated they were pill 
actually married. Mrs. Kearn® nat 
charges cruelty, besides stating give 


Kearns broke his promise to 
her $500 monthly. 


Honolulu’s Stock Co 
Honolulu, Sept. 

Liberty Theatre, stock, opens 


6 with “Let Us Be Gay.” pol 
will be Richard Allen and Bare 
Brown. James Dillon 
Other players are Walter Bo “ 
Ford Bancroft, Berkley ry 
ham, Michael Duprey, Howard * 4 

Bell a” 


Norma Leach, Florence 


Geraldine Palmer. 
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“VARIETY’S” LONDON OFFICE 
8 ST. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


FOREIGN SHOW NEWS: 


CABLE ADDRESS: VARIETY, LONDON 57 
Temple Bar 5041-5042 


MOLNAR SYSTEM 
SAVE STAGE 
FROM SCREEN 


Vienna, Sept. 16. 
Franz Molnar thinks he has a@ for- 
mula by which the spoken drama 
can offset the advance of talkers. 
Molnar, in Vienna for the re- 
nearsals of his “Olympia,” discussed 
his newly written play, “The Good 
Fairy,” with “Variety’s” correspon- 


dent. 


"Stage drama today,” he said, 
*has to compete with the screen’s 
boundless scope for dramatic action. 
If the theatre wants to save itself, 
we must abandon the century-old 
traditions of form and treatment. 
“The new element in stage plays 
that I have sought to emphasize is 
prilliancy of dialog and subtlety of 
technique. The mechanical screen 
ean never entirely capture that in- 


_ timacy of expression and nuance of 


dialog natural to the stage.” 


ARGENTINE PLAYERS 
HOLLYWOOD-BOUND 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 16. 
Universal has engaged two play- 
ers here for assignment to Holly- 
wood studio. 
They are Emilia Senisterra and 


Miguel Rocha, sailing for New 
York shortly on the “Southern 
Cross.” 


-Kalman’s New Operetta 


First Shows in Vienna 


Vienna, Sept. 16. 

Emmerich Kalman, Austria’s most 
euccessful composer after Lehar, 
whose “Duchess of Chicago” is due 
soon in New York, is at work on 
a new operetta, “The Farmer Gen- 
eral.” 

Work is due for production in 
Vienna after New Year’s. Besides 
“The Duchess,” Kalman’s “Violet of 
Montmartre” is to be seen in the 
States, set for the Curran, San 
Francisco, during November. Piece 
has been notable success in Austria 
and Germany and is about to be 
done in Italy. 


Acrobats Hurt in Fall 


Paris, Sept. 16. 


Karl Schmidt suffered a broken 
nose and his partner, Francis Tister, 
sustained a broken wrist when the 
acrobatic team fell during a per- 
formance at the Medrano theatre. 

Act was booked under the stage 
name of the pair of Fred and Louis. 
Both men were taken to a lecal hos- 
pital. 


“Last Mile” Rights 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
John Wexley, author of “The Last 
Mile,” has sola the French stage 
rights to M. Mouezyeor. 
He expects to produce it at Whe- 
aire des Varieties in Paris. 


French-German Pact 


(Continued from page 7) 
agreement, which, it is believed, 
have now been formally approved 
by both governments. 

German film interests have laid 
themselves open to suspicion of 
double dealing in their handling of 
the affair. On the surface they ob- 
viously have helped in a move 
which might frighten the American 
Producers out of France, while at 
the same time they make it plain 
that they would be willing to have 
the Americans produce in Germany. 

While these intricate moves are 
taking place on the French check- 
erboard, the Germans are working 
hard to extend similar reciprocal 
séreements to other countries, not- 


ably at this time Austria and Hun- 
eary, 


Berlin, Sept. 16. 

Stefano Pittaluga, chief picture 
Producer of Italy, is in Berlin, re- 
Ported to be seeking collaboration 
with the German companies in mak- 
of sound product. 


ae doesn’t appear on the record 
~<a + he is here by invitation of 


eriin trade or on his own ini- 
tiative 


“STREET SCENE” DIVIDES 


Well Received in London—American 
Contingent’s Hit 


London, Sept. 16. 
“Street Scene” was splendidly re- 
ceived at the Globe, the author, E!- 
mer Rice, making a curtain speech 
at the premiere. 


First performance was a triumph 
for David Landau, while Erin 
O’Brien scored a brilliant success. 
Millicent Green’s tipsy scene was 
a r:ot. The English members of 
the cast did but indifferently. 

Opinion of London is divided as to 
the run prospects. Consensus is 
that it will register an artistic tri- 
umph on a limited stay. 


8 FOREIGN ACTS 
IN PALLADIUM’S 10 


London, Sept. 16. 

Bight foreign acts out of a bill of 
10 at the Palladium made excellent 
entertainment for the show start- 
ing yesterday /((15). Only two 
native English turns and both re- 
sorted to blue material. 

Conway Tearle and Co. in “The 
Valiant” held the audience tense 
and quiet, finishing to good applause 
and making a curtain speech. 

Paul Kirkland was very well re- 
ceived and the Robins Trio made 
a big closing number. Dormandi 
and lLavalle, French acrobatic 
dancers offered a mediocre Apache 
dance arrangement. 

Palladium has ordered the wise- 
cracking claque to remain away 
from the back of the lower floor 
Monday nights, even refusing to 
admit them to the ground floor bars. 
This rule relegates them to the 
balcony, resulting in more comfort 
and less annoyance for the orches- 
tra seat holders. 

Jimmy O’Dea, described as “an 
Irish Dan Leno,” in the comedy 
sketch “Micky Breaks Into Amer- 
ica,” with a cast of seven, proved 
smal)l-timey. 

Joe Bonnell and Ellen Bay, dance 
turn, were fair. 

At the Holborn Empire, Lamberti, 
comedy xylophonist was splendidly 
received. 


Headline Shortage 


London, Sept. 16. 
The Palladium is suffering from a 
shortage of headliners for the next 
five weeks. 


Hamps at Kit Cat 


London, Sept. 16. 

Johnny Hamp and the Kentucky 
Serenaders drew capacity crowd to 
the Kit Cat, the mob including 
many of the town’s night life 
celebrities. Aggregation pleasing 
and will improve on acquaintance. 

Stadier and Rose, doubting from 
the Cochran Revue at the Pavilion 
also scored. 


Lily Selbini Dies 
London, Sept. 16. 

Lily Selbini, 72, trick © bicycle 
rider, died here late last week. 

She was of the original Selbinis, 
known the world over as bicycle 
trick riders. Her husband, Jack, 76, 
survives. 


Park’s Receivership 
Cincinnati, Sept. 16. 

Ohio Parks, Inc., operating Rain- 
bow Park, formerly Chester Park, 
is in hands of receiver. Suit filed 
by FP. Goidsmith Sons Company, 
upon judgment of $504. 

Company has 25-year lease on the 
summer resort property, which be- 
lungs to Cincinnati Car Corpora- 
tion. It is behind in rent, also un- 
able to meet other obligations. 


Edith Evans’ Show 
London, Sept. 16. 
Edith Evans is becoming an ac- 
tress-manager. Her first produc- 
tion and appearance are set for the 


Prince of Wales theatre Sept. 25. 


Oct. 9. on the “America,’ 


gagement to K-K-O. 


Piece is “Delilah,” with Miss. 
Evans in the title role. 
Jack Barty for R-K-O 
London, Sept. 16. 
Jack Barty sails for New York, | 


under en- | 


Info. for Actors Who 
May Play Argentine, 
On Valid Contracts 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 16. 

Mogador company, from Paris, 
opened here in “Nanette,” at the 
Opera theatre, but closed for two 
days due to the revolution. 

The two days’ salary was de- 
ducted from the players. That hit 
the Rasch girls who had signed 
loose contracts calling for small 
pay entirely unsuited to an engage- 
ment here, which involves vastly 
higher living costs than the girls 
were accustomed to at home. 

Point that came up in this jam 
is worth noting by all foreign peo- 
ple headed into this country. Ar- 
gentine stamps are necessary on all 
contracts signed for execution here. 
Such stamps are obtainable in all 
Argentine consulates. Another de- 
tail is that the Argentine courts 
will not consider any contract 
signed abroad unless it bears the 
endorsement of the Argentine con- 
sul in the country where executed. 

Failure to observe these formali- 
ties has many times permitted the- 
atre and tour managers to wriggle 
out of difficulties of this kind. 


Strauss Music Medley 
Base for Smash in Hague 


_ The Hague, Sept. 16. 

New operetta at the Princess is a 
smash. Holland premiere was Fri- 
day (12). Musical is “Wenn Du 
Einmal Dein Herz Verschenkst,” 
with book by Jacobson and Hardt 
and score based on music by Oscar 
Strauss, with American jazz num- 
bers interpolated. 

Principal players are Mimi 


enes, Friedel] Dotza, Fritz Hirsch 
and Paul Harden. 
Advance ‘bookings indicate a 


lengthy run. 


‘Artistic’ Bolshevisiux 
. Costs Piscator His Job 


Berlin, Sept. 16. 

Erwin Piscator, stage director at 
the Lessing theatre, has been let 
out. 

Manager Saltenburg of the house 
based his action on public com- 
plaint against Piscator’s radical 
views on art in the th2atre, amount- 
ing to artistic bolshevism. 


Sari Petrass Killed 


Budapest, Sept. 16. 

Sari Petrass, famous musical 
comedy star in Austria-Hungary, 
was killed in an automobile acci- 
dent. The car in which she was 
riding toppled over the bank of the 
River Scheldt in Belgium and she 
was drowned. 

One of her most recent stage en- 
gagements was in “The Marriage 
Market” in London. She had ap- 
peared in New York. 

It was during her London engage- 
ment Miss Petrass married the 
British war correspondent Crocker. 


Gerrard and New Show 


London, Sept. 16. 
“Little Tommy Tucker,” an all- 
English musical starring Gene Ger- 
rard, and owned by Butt, Dreyfus 
& Clayton, opens in Blackpool, Sept. 
29. 
Destination is the West End. 


Lehar’s Berlin Premiere 
Berlin, Sept. 16. 
The new Franz Lehar operetta, 
“What a Beautiful World,” starring 
Richard Tauber and Guitta Alpar, 
is slated for premiere at the 
Metropol theatre here. 


IN PARIS 


Paris, Sept. 7. 

Camilla Horn, Conrad Bercovici, 
Al Best, Frieda Hempel, David 
Sarnoff, George Pattula, Fanny 
Ward, Katherine Maisel. 

E. H. L. Maduro, Bee Jackson, 
Joseph Jackson, Suzanne Weyler, 
Joseph Seidelman, Dorothy Dickson, 
Irene Castale, Eve Zukor. 

Roland Hayes, Otto Kahn, Julius 


Dolly, Adele Rowland, Mischa El!- 
man, Max Dreyfus, A. E. Resch, 
Mme. Rethberg, Commander Gio- 
vanni Martinelli, Willem von Hoog- 


straaten, Ivan Petrovitch, Al Tegler. | 


English Making Money : 


TWICE DAILY VARIETY 
COME-BACK IN SYDNEY 


Sydney. Sept. 16. 
The revue-and-specialty type of 
entertainment is doing a _ strong 
comeback at the local St. James. 


Show is on a twice daily scheme, 
directed by Hugh McIntosh, which 
lately returned to Australian enter- 
tainment field. 

A similar policy has been estab- 
lished by the same management at 
the: Tivoli, Melbourne, under the 
name of “Follies.” 


NEW LEHAR OPERETTA 
IS LIKED IN LONDON 


London, Sept. 16. 

“Frederica,” the new Lehar oper- 
etta based on the life of Goethe, 
opening at the Palace Sept. 9, is an 
excellent example of that type. 

It was tumultuously received. 
Music is superb and beautifully 
handled by a newcomer from Ger- 
many, Lea Seidl and Joseph Hislop, 
lea‘ts. 

Book and comedy are negligible, 
but the work has great possibilities 
for the States. 


“Her First Affair” 

“Her First Affair,” opening at the 
Kingsway Sept. 11, is fairly amus- 
ing but doubtful of lasting success. 
Piece is bidled as a comedy, but in 
reality is a farce. 


$25,000 for Bobby Howes 
In “Lucky” Talker 


London, Sept. 16. 

Bobby Howes has been put under 
contract by Gainsborough to star in 
a feature, “Third Time Lucky.” 

Story is a farce originally pro- 
duced at the Ambassadors a: year 
ago. Howes is understodd to be 
getting around $25,000 for the pic- 
ture, the biggest salary ever paid 
to a British actor for a British pic- 
ture with the exception of the $27,- 
500 usually received by Matheson 
Lang in pictures. 


Dethon Disappears 


Berlin, Sept. 16. : 

The Austrian nite club director 
Alois Dethon, operating the Cabaret 
des Westerns has disappeared. 

At the same time all trace of a 
fund of $10,000 guarantee salaries 
of employees and players in the 
show has been Iost. Performers 
are continuing the show on co- 
operative lines. 


Singer’s Break Down 


Capetown, Sept. 16. 
Fiorence Austral, Australian so- 
prano on tour of South Africa, suf- 
ferea a temporary loss of voice in 
Johannesburg, according to the 
statements given out by her direc- 
tor, and cancelled the series of con- 
certs scheduled there. 
Singer’s recovery is 
nounced. 


now an- 


“Mrs. Bottle” Over Here 
London, Sept. 16. 

“Art and Mrs. Bottle,” comedy by 
Benn Levy in which Irene Van- 
brugh and Robert Loraine appeared 
in London last season, is set for 
New York. 

McGowan and Reed appear as the 
producers. Report Is Jane Cowl 
will be starred on your side. 


Empress Cabaret’s Show 
London, Sept. 16. 

The Empress Rooms cabaret is 
initiating a three-act show policy 
with the opening Sept. 29, com- 
prising Eurns and Allen, Ivan 
Bankoff and Beth Cannon and the 
Three Cressos. 

Thereafter the Digatanos will go 
in for a fortnight. 


Jackson Revue Dies Again 


London, Sept. 16. 
“Open Your Eyes,” the Fred 
Jackson revue which stranded on 
the road last year and was re- 
vived at the Piccadilly, closes Sept 
20 after two weeks. é 


(Continued from page 7) 


truth in the statement that Engs 
lish audiences do not like Americag 
talkers on account of their accent 
which, although perms 
fectly natural in the States, are 
foreign to this very conservative 
country. 

The American talker has further 
lowered itself in English eyes by 
continually repeating “Broadway 
Melody,” which, with “Gold Diggers 
of Broadway,” was about the only 
musical which really smashed up 
on the backstage theme here. 

English picture audiences just 
cannot be interested in backstage 
talkers, All Americans want to get 
backstage. The English just want 
to own a store near a football field, 
Hence the lack of box-office enthu< 
siasm when most of these talkers 
take the rounds. 

Another way in which the Amer~ 
ican picture has eased up at the 
English box-office is the fact the 
stellar drawing power of the Hol- 
lywood product means less than 
usual to England these days. Eng- 
land has no stars of its own, but 
it wants stories, not stars, 


Need Ideas f 


If British producers would cleay 
up their list of motion picture di< 
rectors and get a few more men 
who had real ideas, they could clean: 
up the market without difficulty, 
However, as the executives are 
likely to stick to the same old band 
of harmless artisans America’s de- 
thronement is likely to be a long 
way off. 

The day when America could give 
the British box-office a copy of 
the film it knew the States would 
want is over for good. If America 
wants to recapture its former un- 
challenged supremacy here it must 
study the English pubiic more 
closely. 

To emphasize the grip British 
pictures are getting on the British 
box-office, it can be fairly stated 
that by the end of the year 15 Brit- 
ish pictures will have grossed over 
$5,000,000 at the British box-office, 
a figure which really represents a 
dead loss to the states. 

The estimated figures of the 
grosses recorded by some of the 
leading British producing houses 
gives a significance to the argué- 
ment. 


and dialog, 


Profits 

Three recent films turned out by, 
Twickenham Films Studios have 
shown handsome profits. The films 
were made for Warner quota re- 
lease, and proved more than just 
legal footage to the distributors. 

“At the Villa Rose’ and “The 
House of the Arrow,” which cost 
about $80,000 each, both grossed 
around $200,000, while “Lord Rich- 
ard in the Pantry,” rated as one of 
the best of British comedies by 
“Variety,” cost around $85,000 and 
looks like turning $300,000. 

British and Dominions have turn- 
ed out some of the best money bets 
this side. “Rookery Nook,” released 
in the States as “One Embarrassing 
Night,” cost around $270,000. By 
the time it has gone the rounds it 
will have netted at least $550,000 


in England. “Splinters,” costing 
$175,060, will tune in to nearly 
$500,000, and “On Approval,” just 
trade shown and hailed by this 


paper as a good successor to “Rook- 

ery Nook,” locks like getting $500,<- 

000 after costing $150,600. Some 

experts disagree with this estimate, 
B. Pictures 

British International has turned 
out some winners on the home 
market, although its production ex- 
penses vary very considerably. 

“Atlantic” cost at least $250,000 
and looks like grossing twice that 
sum; “Loose Ends,” which cost..per- 
haps $100,000, should get $250,000. 
“Suspense,” war talker, costing not 
more than $50,000, should make 
$150,000. “The W Plan” ought to 
be good for $300,000 after costing 
about $125,000. 

“Murder,” which took nearly three 
months to make at not less than 
$200,000, and regarded by “Variety” 
here as the best piece of technician- 
ship turned out in this country, 
looks like grossing $600,000, while 
“The Yellow Mask,” costing not 
over $100,000, should get $300,000, 

Indie producers have turned over 


some real grossers. Associated 
Radio Pictures, which made “Es- 
cape” in conjunction with R-K-O, 
spent $200,000 on it. The talker 
looks like $550,000 on percentages, 
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Wednesday, September’ 17, 1939 


Only 4 New Stage 


Shows for This 


Season's Layout by the Shuberts 


The road and the business being 
2s it is and looking as it does, the 
Shuberts apparently are determined 
this season to take fewer chances 
With new plays than ever before. 
The realtor-producers haven't had 
so few new pieces in work or pub- 
licized preparation in years, unless 
they’re keeping ’30-'31 activities 
under cover. 

Of 14 Shubert shows produced, in 
production or slated for this season, 
10 are last season’s in rehash. Of 
the revivals, “Topaze’’ and ‘Young 
Sinners” started where they left off 
in New York, while two rebuilt mu- 
sicals, “Artists and Models” and 
“Three, Little Girls,” have opened 
for road playing in Chicago and} 
Boston. 

“Symphony in Two Flats” is the 
single new Shubert. show currently, 
and “Up Pops the Devil” the Shu- 
berts’ lone new entrant on Broad- 
way at present. Latter, looking like 
a fair-sized hit in its 2d week, was 
not on the Shuberts’ original pro- 
duction schedule, but was _ tossed 
into the Shubert lap by an indie 
producer who changed his mind 
about doing his own handling. By 
the present the Shuberts are in on 
a probable success that could have 
been the indie’s 100% had he gone 
along alone. 

Foreigns 

Outside of announced future pro- 
duction of ‘Wonder Bar,” caught 
and bought by Lee in Berlin, there's 
nothing else new on the announced 
schedule. “This Man Saul” is said 
to have Shubert backing, but Krak- 
auer & Lubin are down as the pro- 
ducers. 

“Nina Rosa” and “Hello Paris” 
were both taken off after road play- 
ing last season, are rehearsing for 
rebirth and possible New” York 
showings. “Duchéss of Chicago” is 
listed for a similar attempt, with 
“Street Singer” on the reverse for 
a road try after New York last sea- 
gon. 

“For the road 
other old ones, 


also, among thé 
Shuberts may do 
“Simple Simon,” bought’ by Ed 
Wynn from Ziegfeld, and “Fifty 
Million Frenchmen,”’ Ray Goetz’ 
Warner-backed musical of last sea- 
son, which that producer may stage 
for the Shuberts for a 20% split. 

At this stage the Erlanger office, 
already ’way ahead in the number 
of affiliations with new producers, 
is equally outdistancing the Shu- 
berts in amount of money invested 
in the new. season. 

Legit opinion of the damper on 
the Shubert production cash box is 
that. they are . getting ;. extremely 
eareful. 


— 


Vajda’s “Confessions” 


Hollywood, Sept. 16, 
Ernst Vajda is making an English 
translation of his. Hungarian play, 
“Confessions.” 
Piece will probably be. produced 
here by Arthur Greville Collins. 


Wiman Producing Solo 


Dwight Deere Wiman, going it 
alone as iegit producer since dis- 
solution of his producing partner- 
ship with William A. Brady, Jr., 
will not revive “Mrs. Cook’s Tour” 
as reported, but will project Mary 
Boland as star of a new piece, “The 
Vinegar Tree,” now casting and due 
for. rehearsals in two weeks. 

*““Mrs. Cook's Tour” was tried out 
last season and shelved for repairs 
3rady holds a half interest in the 
piece anil may take it over entirely 
and launch it later on his own. 


NO, 2 TO SUPPLY JOBS 

Shuberts are organizing a second 
company of “Ladies All’ for Chi- 
cago. 

Cast will comprise players whom 
Shuberts have under contract and 
no vehicle with necessity to employ 
or pay salaries for laying off. 


Guild Relighting Beck 
Theatre Guild relights its Beck 
theatre Oct. 27, bringing in “Roar 
China.” 
Guild will keep “Garrick Gaities” 
in New York until Nov. 1. 


1. A. Conclave 
When the American Federation of 
Labor convenes in* Boston early 
next month the Executive, Board of 
the L A. will meet there too. The 
board will gather Oct. 6 and may be 
in session two weeks. 


RUN-OF-FLOP DISPUTE 


Or Is “Artists and Models” Resur- 
rection of “Dear Love’? 


Helen Gilliland has filed suit 
against the Shuberts in.the Su- 
preme Court, New York, alleging 
breach of contract, 

According to her complaint, Miss 

silliland.was engaged by Shuberts 
on a run of play contract for an 
operetta, “Dear Love,” which she 
alleges was later converted into the 
‘revue, “Artists and Models,” and 
‘that she was not retained in the cast 
‘of the latter. She demands that 
‘under her run of play contract she 
be paid salary for the run of “Art- 
ists and Models.” ' 
Miss Gilliland had previously 
brought her charges to Equity with 
the Shuberts then claiming “Artists 
and Models” was an entirely new 
show with exception of a few num- 
bers salvaged from the flop operetta. 
Miss Gilliland then took’ the ‘mat- 
ter to court. 


White Active on Show 
Despite League Threat 


Despite George White’s threat to 
curtail production as long as the 
New York Theatre League controls 
ticket distribution, W@jte has:scouts 
out reporting on talent for a new 
edition of “Scandals.” 

White has remained a die-hard 
holdout on the New York Theatre 
League proposition, despite having 
“Flying High,” demand musical, and 
handling the ticket distribution as 
he sees fit. ; 


Sure Thing Stock Spot 


Springfield, Sept.‘ 16. 
This ‘town haS not had’a touring 
dramatic’ show in the memory of 
old residents. But that doesn’t go 
for stock. Beginning Sept. 14, the 
W. T. Jones Players, successors to 
the Gifford Stock Players, opened 
at the Senate for a season expected 
to run 25 weeks. 

Stock patrons here buy their: 
tickets by the season and there has 
not been a break in the stock season 
for six years. 


\Erlanger’s New Booking 


Contract With Ohio 


Cleveland, Sept. 16. 
After a year’s fight with the Er- 
langer interests and with Robert 
McLaughlin, manager of the Ohio, 
joining the opposition, Erlanger has 
announced a new contract with the 


Ohio, to book this season, 
McLaughlin’s difference with the 
Erlangers, it is understood, date 


back to Abe Erlanger’s death last 
summer. For years he had a verbal 
agreement with Erlanger, who 
shared half of the Ohio’s losses as 
well as its profits. Ohio went into 
the red between $40,000 and $60,000 
last season, it is said. 


Hanna’s first show to be Ethel 
3arrymore’s “Scarlet Sister Mary” 
Sept. 29. Ohio's opening date nor 


successor to McLaughlin yet settled, 


Coast Revue Seeks Name 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 
With “Temptations of 1930" revue, 
scheduled to open at the Mayan, 
Sept. 22, Franklyn Warner, pro- 


ducer, is still looking for a ‘‘name” 
to bolster the show. If necessary, 
he will postpone the opening for a 
week. 

Latest negotiations are with Irene 
Sordoni and Marion Harris. Miss 
Fordoni is said to have been offered 
$3,500 a week to come out here. 


Morris’ Plan Broker Dept. 

The Morris office is rounding up 
names for its play broker depart- 
ment. 

So far it has Achmed Abdullah, 
Nat Ferber, Max Lief, Herbert As- 
bury, Martha Ostenso,. Douglas 
Durkin. 


Revivals for Colony? 
B. S. Moss’ Colony on Broadway 
may be taken over by Milton Aborn 
for Gilbert and Sullivan revivals. 


for. :current week. 


ji the show was for New York. 


“RANGER” HAD TO QUIT 


New Producer Unawares of Posting 
Salary Bond 


“The Ranger,” 
Hetherington figured as’ producer, 
folded in rehearsal. 
had been unable to post a bond cov- 
ering the minimum salary amount 
with Equity. 

Hetherington had cast in on a 
semi-commonwealth basis, with all 
guaranteed $50 weekly against a 
percentage of profits, with percent- 
ages varying. 

New to the show business, the 
producer hadn't figured upon the 
bond money. 


“TECHNIQUE” STRANDS, 
RESUMES DESPITE JAM 


“Love. Technique,” ‘ starring Lou 


'TeHegen. and produced by Murray 


Phillips, came within an ace of not 


‘having, its curtain raised this week 
at .Brandt's Carlton, Jamaica, L, 


Phillips liquidated part of. back sal- 
ary due to cast and gave a promis- 
sory. note for the remainder due 
after Equity had ordered .the cast 
not .to give a. 
Phillips paid up. 

The show, which has ae eight 
weeks on the road, stranded in 
Lansing, Mich., last week; with 
Equity bringing the troupe back to 
New York; although no bond had 
been posted, cast having signed 
waiver. A week and a half salary 
was due the cast when the blow-up 
came. Phillips had booked the 
show for the Jamaica date and 
Monday begged the members to 
show up for the performance and 
promised everything would be all 
right. Equity ordered them out and 
notified Phillips that unless he paid 
salary arrears cast would not be 
permitted to open Monday night. 
William Brandt, operator of the 
Carlton, was also apprised of the 
situation by Equity and offered to 
protect the players for their salaries 
Equity turned 
this ‘proffer down, 

Phillips raised most of the’ money 
due and gave notes for the remain- 
der, the unpaid balance ‘to be de- 
dticted from Phillips’ share‘ of the 
receipts on the: Jamaica date. 
Equity acquiesced and’ the ‘show 
went on. 

Thts is the second jam Phillips 
had encountered with Equity on the 
show. When first cast ‘some ‘months 
ago those signing at low salaries 
and waiver of bond ‘had done so on 
the representation, they Sdid, that 
After 
it had been in rehearsal two weeks, 
Phillips revealed the, road dates. 
The matter was referred to Equity. 
New contracts were made at a tilt 
in salary, but still no security bond 
was posted, 

Phillips is a legit casting agent 
who occasionally takes a fling at 
legit ' producing. He carries. an 
Equity permit, which would have 
been. automatically revoked had 
Phillips been unable to liquidate 
the claims against him. 


Girl Pianist Sues Leslie 
For ‘Work at Rehearsals 


Louise Mann, pianist, has filed 
suit against Lew Leslie, legit pro- 
ducer, for $1,000 alleged unpaid 
salary. Action entered in 4th Dist. 
Mun. Court, Manhattan, 

Miss Mann’s claims are for piano 
playing at rehearsals, of Leslie's ill- 
fated “International Revue” of last 


Her salary was $60 a week. 

A bill of particulars was filed on 
a motion by Attorney Julius Kend- 
ler, representing Leslie. 


Whitman Piece Resumes 


“These Frantic Moderns,” halted 
in rehearsal because its producer, 
Stanley Whitman, had not posted 
bond at Equity, resumed this week 
when bond was filed. 

In permitting resumption the 
original cast must retained 
through the piece having passed 
the probationary period of seven 
days when in rehearsal before. 


Stock in Providence 


Providence, Sept. 16. 
Carlton reopens Sept. 29 with 
stock. 
Reopening said to be without 
backing of James Thatcher, who is 
half owner of Century Play Com- 


pany ,.of New York. 


in which Arthur | 


The producer / 


season. Miss Mann claims she was. 
also promised compensation for 
song arrangements and coaching. 


Ist Police Raid of New — 
Season on Legit Show; 


First legit raid by police of the 
season was‘at Jamaica, L. L, last 
week, “Frankie and Johnnie” cast 
being arrested at the Carlton, re- 
named subway circuit house, man- 
aged by William Brandt. John 
Kirkland, author and producer of 
the show, insisted his play was not 
indecent and that it carried a moral 
lesson... It is admittedly based on 
the torch song popular.in red-light 
resorts. 

Author, players and house man- 
ager were, freed on $500 bail each 
in the magistrate’s court. 
disposed to treat the charges mildly, |: 
the, magistrate held the defendants | 
for trial, Thursday, the day after 
the arrests, Harry Oshrin, attorney 
for Kirkland, secured an injunction 
restraining the police from further 
interfering with the performance. 
The order was returnable Monday 
with argument postponed one week. 

“Frankie and Johnnie” completed 
the Jamaica engagement and moved 
to the Flatbush Monday, The trial 
before a jury is expected to be con- 
ducted in Long Island City within 
two weeks. The Broadway open- 
ing at the Republic is slated for 


not disposed of. 
é ‘Second Time 


police contended it was the lan- 
guage rather than the action that 
made the show indecent. It is the 
second time that the law stepped in 
on “Frankie and Johnnie.” A. H. 
Woods showed it in Chicago last 
season and was told to remove it or 
the police would. 

Kirkland is the husband of Nancy 
Carroll, who was at first mentioned 
for the lead. Anne Forrest opened 
it, but through illness was out on 
the night of the arrests. joeephine 
Evans._was in her place. 

When the show was recently an- 
nounced to. go on the boards again, 
Kirkland was, reputed to have se- 
cured: priyate backing. With that 
withdrawn and Equity refusing to 
accept a proffered managerial] . let- 
ter-guaranteeing .salaries, .Kirkland 


weeks.’ 


Claim Under 
Reengagement Clause 


Harry Worth has filed a claim for 
two weeks’, salary against Arthur 
Hopkins . following dismissal from 
cast of .“Torch Song” during re- 
hearsals. 

Worth had appeared in the cast 
during the tryout last spring, and, 
according to the actor, was called 
for rehearsal when the show was 
readying for reopening last July. 
Upon recall he had rehearsed five 
days when Hopkins let him out. 
The actor bases his claim upon the 
clause in the Equity contract which 
states that where a player has been 
re-engaged for a part he has previ- 
ously played, the usual seven-day 
probationary period is waived and 
the actor is entitled to pay if dis- 
missed. 

Hopkins has protested the claim 
upon grounds that the second sum- 
mons of Worth was in no sense a 
re-engagement, but merely to give 
him an opportunity of: looking over 
the player and has asked for arbi- 
tration of the matter. 


for two 


“Pagan Love” F ades 


“Pagan Love’ will not. steer into 
New York as per schedule next 
week (22 It has faded for repairs 
after two weeks out. 

Piece may undergo title change 
when sent out again because of sim- 
ilarity to “Pagan Lady,” starring 
Lenore Ulric. 


Stuck for Title 


Shuberts are having difficulties 
naming “King’s Forty Horse Power 
Motor Car,” foreign play adapted 
by the Hattons. 

Now called ‘Everybody's Secret,” 
it was titled “Hig Car” 
and “The Girl in the News.” 


Stock for Sacramento 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Ben Ketchum and Ben Erway are 
here casting a stock company to 
go into the Plaza theatre at Sac- 
ramento, Cal. 
House has been dark since April, 


after a month of musicals, 


‘Frankie and Johnnie’ 


posted .$4,500 covering the players 


While |, 


While, scened in a river front re- | 
sort in St. Louis, of the '49 days, | 


NOMOREDOUBLE 
COMMISH FOR 
CASTERS 


Casting agencies operating under 
Equity permits and occasionally 
doubling as legit producers, will ‘no 
longer be able to nick those em. 
ployed in their productions for the 
customary commissions. This is by 
a ruling on the matter by Equity 
Council. 

‘Equity has ordered that produc. 
‘tion’ departments will’ have ‘to be 
separate companies, ' entirely 


‘vorced from the ‘casting ‘agency; alt 


players engaged will not be per- 
mitted to pay commission unlesg 
coming through an outside agency, 

‘Prior to Equity’s permit’ system, 


‘some of the casting producers had 
‘been getting commish both _Wways, 


through engaging _ actors on their 
books and charging the customary 


commission for the jobs.. 


As far as the outside agent place- 
ments go, it’s improbable that. such 


‘an arrangement will be employed, 
next week, and is expected to open | 
there even though the charges are | 


‘Alteona’s Mosque 


Will Play Stage Shows 


Altoona, Pa., Sept. 16. 


A week after dedication of the 
new Jaffa Shrine mosque on Sept, 
25, the local fraternal order will in- 
augurate a program of road shows 
and vaude. It promises to give Al- 
toona theatrical interests opposition, 
The new mosque has an audi- 
torium seating 4,012, with a stage 


(big enough to accommodate any 


road show. 
.The order is deeply in debt over 
the erection of the mosque and 
every means possible, including the 
renting of a part of.the surround- 
ing property as. a, miniature golf 
course, is being taken by the ore 
to help, income. 


Coast Rep’s Guest Policy 


Sept. 16 

Repertory Theatre opens its 
third season with Shaw’s “The 
Apple Cart,” Oct. 27, and a policy of 
guest stars and guest directors for 
each production. 
Second production, “The Infinite 
Shoeblack,” will have Fern Andra 
starring. talsworthy’s “The Mob® 
is third, with a production of “Peter 


Hollywood, 
Civie 


Pan” scheduled for the holiday sea- 
son. Possibly Betty Bronson, of 
films will appear as _ “Peter.” 


“Porgy” and “Michael and His Lost 
Angel” are January. openers. 
Players in line for the productions 
are Ilan Maclaren, Grant Mitchell, 
Emma Dunn and Doris Lloyd. Guest 
directors will include A. Leslie 
Pearce, Frank. Reicher and Joha 
Cromwell. 


65c Coast Stock 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Irving Ackerman. was in Hollye 
wood over the week-end picking 3 
dramatic stock troupe to take north. 
His deal with Doc Laye, holding 
the Tivoli theatre lease, will throw 
a 65-cent top stock into competition 


| with Henry Duffy’s San Francisco 
houses. 

Opening tentatively set for Oct 
1, with the policy of a weekly 
change of bill, and three shows Sat- 
urdayvs and 


“ROADSIDE” IN N. Y. SEPT. 28 


“Borned iff 


“Roadside,” formerly 
Texas,” Arthur Hopkins’ second, 
opening next Monday (22) in New 
Haven, comes to New York at the 
Longacre. 

If Herman Gantvoort’s “The Longs 
Road,” now at the Longacre, and 
regarded as a fliv, is still runnits 
it will shift. 


Portland’s Stock Personnel 


Portland, Maine, Sept. 16. 


With Barbara Brock as leading 
opened 


woman, Jefferson Players 
Monday night (15) at the Jefferso™ 
The company includes Frank Mc 
Donald, Edythe Preston, Vivian 
Barry, Albert Hickey, Barbara 
Brock, Lawrence Fletcher, Mary 
Lang, Frank Harvey, Ida Parks 
James Moore, manage! Albert 
Smith, director. 
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Wednesday, September 17, 1930 


LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 


Theatre League's Severe Action 
On Ist Offender Is Protested; 
Ameliorated: Question of Objective 


Broadway’s ticket agencies, es- 
pecially those 16 accredited by the 
Theatre League designed to control 
pigh prices, are much perturbed 
While there is some skepticism as 
to the practicability of the League 
and its chances of permanence, 
brokers say they are losing money 
and don’t know how long they can 
stand the gaff. 

Regardless of the 75c premium 
restriction, the season has not actu- 
ally started and lack of business is 
more the matter with the brokers 
than the League’s rules. There be- 
ing no ticket buys on the mediocre 
crop of new attraotions, the agencies 
are saving a potential loss of no in- 
considerable sum, the same as was 
true during the torrid weeks of the 
summer. 

The League worried the ticket 
agencies last week by banishing the 
Broadway Theatre Ticket Agency 
for four weeks because of “digging” 
more tickets than its allotment calls 
for from the New Amsterdam, where 
“Vanities” is current. Counsel ad- 
vised Charles A. Levy, head of the 
agency, that while he had erred, it 
was a minor infraction of the rules 
and no special defense was nec- 
essary. 

A hastily called meeting of the 
League’s governors ruled the agency 
out for a month. The vote was 
not unanimous. A suggestion that 
the suspension be made one week 
was declined, also that a fine of 
$2,500 be imposed. The League did 
= feel empowered to make such a 
ne. 

Monday the League’s board met 
to consider an appeal from the sus- 
pension of Broadway, Leonard J. 
Obermeir, representing the accred- 
ited brokers. Former Governor Al 
Smith was present for the first time 
since the League was formed. 

“Sentence” Reduced 

After protracted discussion the 
suspension was reduced to one week, 
the League holding the right to ap- 
ply the other three weeks at will, 
that to act as a warning. 

A statement issued by the League 
used the term “sentence” in refer- 
ring to Broadway’s suspension, It 
further stated the sentence was de- 
signed not only as punishment to 
the agency, but a warning to other 
offenders, whether manager. or 
broker. The agencies insist they 
are not getting the full 75 percent 
of lower floor tickets from theatres, 
claiming that is a managerial vio- 
lation, but the League has done 
nothing about it. 

Starting next week, Broadway is 
not supposed to sell theatre tickets. 
But it has a buy on “Flying High” 
which is a contract to sell. The 
show (George White’s) is not in the 
League, so the agency will at least 
rell tickets for that show regardless 
of the League. 

If the Broadway agency’s suspen- 
sion went through as ordered (dated 
to start Sept. 22) it might have 
ruined that broker’s business. An 
operating loss of not less than $20,- 
000 would have been incurred. In 
addition to a loss of patronage and 
Profit, it would have come ata time 
which is supposed to be the best 
of the season. The Broadway has 
& dozen prominent hotel branches 
which would likely be forced to 
Suspend. 

Brokers Meet 

At a meeting of 15 of the ac- 
credited brokers held Saturday a 
resolution was addressed to the 
league, asking for a waiving of the 
suspension and suggest- 
ng a warning instead. McBride's 
dia not attend the meeting. 
aoe Harlow Savage was inclined 

agree that the punishment for a 
as infraction by a broker was 
00 s€vere, Newspapermen ex- 
Cog the same opinion. Savage 
eta there was no charge that 

an 
&cribed 75c. premium. 
ae ed for more “Vanities” tick- 
4 rom the League and there was 
ns indication that might have been 
—. Louis Lotito, treasurer of 
Amsterdam, reported the 
and with the latter’s 
ae éc ge and assent. Lotito traced 

& tickets and acted in self 


a 
og having been queried a 
- iber of times about tickets get- 


into outside hands, 
he action against the agency 
(Continued on page 62) 


~ Unions Cured of Stock 


Denver, Sept. 16. 

Having scorched their financial 
fingers last winter dabbling with 
the Denham stock company, the 
unions making up the Denver 
Amusement Council have decided to 
stay out of producing. 

Cc. C. Spicer of Los Angeles, v@ao 
holds the lease on the Denham, 
dropped around $1,000 a week for 
the three months he kept the Den- 
ham open last winter. It is thought 
the unions would have done about 
as badly except all the union men 
worked on a co-operative basis. 


LIVERIGHT MAY FILM 
OWN PLAYS FOR PAR 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Horace Liveright, who,is learning 
the ropes with an eye to becoming 
a supervisor for Paramount, is not 
entirely disassociating himself from 
legit production. Par’s idea in the 
Liveright book-play hookup is with 
a view to doing filmizations of 
Liveright-produced plays. Par, of 
course, as with the Frohman affilia- 
tion, will finance. 

Liveright will go to New York in 
November, after having absorbed an 
elementary apprenticeship in screen 
transition of books and plays. He 
will do further plays, commuting 
back and forth, or working into the 
Paramount Long Island lot, for 
stage-screen production. 

Liveright states that he may do 
a little publishing on the side on 
the West Coast, especially with the 
host of his literati mob now out 
here. Most of them are with Para- 
mount now. That takes in Samuel 
Hoffenstein, Cornell Woolrich, Louis 
Weitzenkoon, Arthur Kober, Lester 
Lonergan, Samson Raphaelson, et 
al., most of them just arrived or en 
route. 

Meantime in New York, Toramy 
(T. R.)} Smith is carrying on the 
book publishing and Louis Cline is 
on the play production end. 


INCREASE SPECS 
FOR LEGITS 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Start of the new legit season re- 
veals a sudden increase in the num- 
ber of ticket scalpers. Last season 
just a handful; now dozens in front 
of the houses. 

Peculiar angle is that the boys 
are sticking to balcony seats, with 
only a couple willing or rich enough 
to take a chance on main floor 
ducats. 

Cops, which have been picking up 
the scalpers at the ball parks and 
fights, are letting ‘em alone at the 
legit spots. 


Musical at Craig 


Craig theatre, New York, dark 
since last April, when “Jonica” 
went out, relights Oct, 20, showing 
“Well of Romance,” musical by 
Preston Sturges. Score is by Mau- 
rice Jacquet. George MacGregor 
producing. 

Inside report is that the’ Craig 
Theatre Corp. is backing Sturges’ 
musical. 


Wildcatter Set, Strands 
For Fares to 1st Stand 


“Spices of 1930” stranded in re- 
hearsal hall last week when Steven- 
son Productions, Inc., producing was 
unable to raise sufficient coin to 
defray transportation expenses to 
its opening point. 

Although a two hour show it 
had planned to go out under tab 
classification to avoid necessity of 
getting bond up at Equity. The 
Erlanger syndicate wouldn’t route 
it on that premise with show then 
deciding to wildcat dates. 

Show had been in rehearsal five 
weeks and no redress for cast, 
mostly vaude and cabaret per- 


formers. 3 


9 AGENTS REFUSED 


Equity Will Not Name Those Un- 
able to Obtain Casting Permits 


Nine more applications for legit 
casting agents were refused by 
Equity’s Council last week. Equity 
refused to make public the iden- 
tities of the applicants. 

Two employment permits were 
granted. Later type concern agents 
who have the right to 5% com- 
mission for 10 weeks. Frances 
Robinson and Al Knight received 
the permits. Latter is really a 
transfer from Bruce Smith. 


Stickups Wouldn’t Fool 
Actor Who Gagged; He’s 
A Bellevue Patient Now 


Larry Morton, legit actor, is in 
Bellevue Hospital, New York, suf- 
fering possible fracture of skull en- 
countered Friday night (12) when 
resisting a couple of hold-up men. 
His assailants escaped and the 
actor, found by a passer-by un- 
concious and bleeding from cuts on 
the head, was taken to Bellevue by 
the police. 

Morton, who was rehearsing with 
“A Noble Experiment,” had at- 
tended a party at the Hotel Bel- 
vedere and was on his way home 
when he encountered two men and 
was ordered to “stick ’em_ up.” 
Morton thought they were clown- 
ing, according to his statement, 
and kept walking until felled by a 
rain of blows. 

Morton said he thought he rec- 
ognized one of the men and there- 
fore thought the attempted stick-up 
a gag. 


ATTEMPT TO STOP GOV'T 
WRECKING POLI’S, WASH 


Washington, Sept. 16. 

Shuberts and Poli have joinei in 
suit to attempt to stop the Govern- 
ment from razing Poli theatre here. 
Theatre is famed for its net rental 
of about $5,000 annually. 

Filed in the District Supreme 
Court, the papers name Andrew W. 
Mellon, Secretary of the Treasury, 
and the contractor who has the job 
of tearing the place down. 

Court is told that P. B. Chase, 
assignor of the lease to Poli, turned 
over a document good until June 39, 
1939. 

For severgl months the Govern- 
ment has refused rent checks 
tendered by the Shuberts. 

Work is at a standstill on the 
plan that will convert this and ad- 
joining buildings into a park as a 
part of the extensive project now 
under way here to supply new office 
buildings for Governmental depart- 
ments. 


TOO MUCH LEGIT RED 
FOR DuPONTS, RASKOB 


Wilmington, Sept, 16. 

Yearly pre-season gushes over the 
Shubert Playhouse, town’s. only 
legit theatre, now in progress here, 
Lester W. Murray as new manager. 
Murray took over the house despite 
the fact it has been in the Red Sea 
for several years. Opening Thurs- 
day with “Dracula.” 

Du Ponts, wanting convenient 
legit, formerly backed the Play- 
house, and Raskob once bought 
shows outright for the theatre, but 
wearied when no profit. Now it 
may go vaude at any time. 


Tuerk Reviving “Cafe” 
For His Own 2d Try 


“Cafe,” withdrawn after a try- 
out and supposedly permanently 
scrapped, will not repose in limbo. 
It is to be salvaged for another try 
by John Tuerk. 

Tuerk was associated with Wil- 
liam A. Brady in the production. He 
is now arranging to take the piece 
over on his own after considerable 
script revisions have been com- 
pleted. 


Laye Resuming Show 


Cleveland, Sept. 16. 
Evelyn Laye goes back into “Bit- 
ter Sweet” for Ziegfeld, opening a 
tour here Nov, 20, according to 
present plans. 
The English star recently com- 
pleted “Lilli,” her first talker for 


UA, made on the Coast 


$1 Stock Proposal 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Irving Ackerman has leased the 
Tivoli, former Columbia _ theatre, 
San Francisco, and is proposition- 
ing Hollywoodites for dollar-top 
stock there, 

Local. dramatic-film people like 
the Ackerman idea in preference to 
returning to Broadway for legit 
work, since it would keep them in 
contact with the colony. 

Dick Marshall, formerly Henry 
Duffy’s producer, will direct the 
opening, scheduled for mid-Oc- 
tober. 


BARTON SUES SHUBERTS 
AND STILL ON PAYROLL 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

James Barton, here with “Artists 
and Models,” has fiiled claims 
against the Shuberts for $8,250, sal- 
ary alleged due him for unplayed 
time contracted for. 

Last year Barton signed a con- 
tract with the Shuberts covering 
period between Sept. 1, 1929, and 
Sept. 1, 1930. It guaranteed Barton 
25 weeks within the term, 52 weeks. 
Shuberts appealed to Barton to 
rescind the old contract and make 
a new one, changing contract period 
from Feb. 1, .1929, to Feb. 1, 1930. 
This Barton agreed to do, under the 
same terms. 

Barton was not called until the 
opening of this season, playing the 
first date at Toronto with the pres- 
ent show, opening on Labor Day. 
Now, Barton states, between Sept. 1 
and Feb. 1, the end of the contract, 
there are only 22 weeks, with con- 
tract calling for 25 weeks. He is 
therefore filing claims for the ad- 
ditional three weeks’ salary, which 
is $8,250, or $2,750 weekly. 

Barton also has a squawk about 
billing. His contract calls for sole 
star billing, except that a woman 
may be co-starred. Shaw and Lee 
and Phil Baker are both named in 
the billing for ‘Artists and Models,” 
with Baker’s name larger than the 
others. Aileen Stanley is co-star 
with Barton. 

Barton’s contract has an option 
clause which calls for a salary of 
$3,000 a week. 


R-K-0’S LEGIT PLAYS AN 
ERLANGER THEATRES 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

In connection with R-K-O taking 
over the Mason, legit house in the 
bargain district of Los Angeles, as 
a laboratory theatre, it is under- 
stood R-K-O deals are also on for 
the Erlanger houses in Chicago, 
Philadelphia and possibly San 
Francisco. 

Charles Harris, who will manage 
R-K-O’s legit activities, has been 
on the coast the last month organ- 
izing, making his headquarters at 
the R-K-O studio. 

Studio readers have been exam- 
ining scripts of new plays, with 
none as yet definitely chosen for a 
tryout. 


Intimate Revue Ready 


“Jack-in-the-Box,” intimate re- 
vue which wound up the season of 
the Berkshire Players at Stock- 
bridge, Mass., is being held intact 
for reproduction in a Broadway 
house next month, Alexander Kirk- 
land and F. C. Strickland produc- 
ing. 

Cast includes Neila Goodelle, 
Richard Hale, Alexander Kirkland, 
Margaret Love, Francesca Bruning, 
Jerry Luger, Marie Lovezzo, Hugh 
Buckler and Ada Kaufman unit of 
girl dancers. 


4 Names in 1 Week 


Four legit shows, each with a 
“name” attraction are opening week 
of Oct. 14. 

Alfred Lunt and Lynne Fontanne 
come in with “Elizabeth the Queen,” 
Ethel Barrymore in “Scarlet Sister 


Coast Agents Think N. Y. Idea of 
Studio Placing Is Strictly the Nerts 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Few of the major film casting 
agents out here are seriously con- 
cerned over the proposed scheme of 
Equity-controlled legit casters in 
New York to grab tne local screen 
biz. Attitude of the Hollywooc 
agents as a group is that the whole 
idea is the nerts. 
Report in “Variety’ last week that 
the Theatrical Artists’ Representa- 
tives’ Ass’n. had appointed a com- 
mittee to establish an organization 
out here similar to the film central 
casting bureau failed to create any 
flurry among the local auctioneers. 
That the idea cannot feasibly be put 
through is the consensus of opinio 
among the celluloid’agents. 
It is freely admitted that the pic- 
ture casting business is firmly sewed 
up here and divided among but a 
few agencies. It’s been proven time 
and again that the agency with a 
reputable business will be backed 
up'in and by the studios. 

An Agent’s Laugh 

In answer to the declaration that 
the Hollywood rep usually sits back 
after signing a long term contract 
for an artist and just collects is 
greeted with a rousing guffaw. And 
as an agent has very little to guffaw 
about—when he does guffaw, he 
guffaws, 

Credence is given here to the be- 
lief that Equity is seeking to regain 
a finger hold on the picture situa- 
tion. 

However, according to a number 
of local agents, the present scheme 
of the T. A. R. A. was evidently 
brought about through the efforts 
of a few disgruntled legit agents 
who came to Hollywood and failed 
to make the grade. Specific in- 
stances are being quoted of those 
who were out here during the past 
year. 

Equity’s Hollywood office says it 
is not interested in agents here and 
is doing nothing about them, No 
Coast licensing is contemplated, and 
if the Theatrical Artists’ Repre- 
sentative Association wants to set 
up a Hollywood clearing house, 
nothing is known or admitted about 
it in the local Equity office. 


TRYING TO KEEP DARK 
LEGIT HOUSES OPEN 


Shuberts, facing a scarcity of at- 
tractions for the legit houses booked 
by them outside of New York, are 
sending Madge Kennedy out in 
“Michael and Mary” by arrange- 
ment with Charles Hopkins. Latter 
produced the play at his own little 
theatre last season. 

Comedy by A. A, Milne opened in 
Brooklyn this week with Joseph 
Gaites listed as producer, 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Remaining in Chicago with the 
coast R-K-O changes, but promoted 
to the head of midwest publicity, is 
Larry Lipton, former assistant to 
Jack Hess, Latter is R-K-O gen- 
eral exploitation head. Eddie Se- 
quin becomes assistant to him. 


“WARM” PLAYS MAY 
INVITE THE COPPERS 


Three shows due on Broadway 
shortly may have copper trouble. 
“Frankie and Johnnie,” now out of 
town, has had a taste already. 


“Bad Girl,” from the same titled 
novel, which Robert Newman is 
bringing in, is said to be warm. 

Third is reported as “These 


Frantic Moderns,” by Stanley Whit- 
man, with Roland Greenway pro- 
ducing. Subject matter of “Mod- 
erns“ is venereal disease. 


Jack Potter London Rep 


Captain Jack Potter, company 
manager for Dillingham, sails for 
London Oct. 15 to take charge of 
the Erlanger and Dillingham inter- 
ests in Europe. 

His headquarters will be in the 
Duke of York theatre building, Lon- 
don, 


Coburns Switch 
toad show of “The -Plutocrat*” 
called off. 
Mr. and Mrs. Coburn will go into 
Chicago company of “Lysistrata.” 


Mary,” Richard Bennett in “Solid 
South” and Jane Cowl in “Twelfth 
Night.” 4 


Show epens in Chicago Oct. 19, 
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FUTURE PLAYS 


“Tonight or Never” is the title of 
David Belasco’s next show, It is 
from the Hungarian of Hovatny. 

Helen Gehagan is to be starred, 
her first appearance since with- 
drawing from the stage two years 
ago to enter the operatic and con- 
cert fyid. 

“Aillions” (formerly called “Five 
Frankforters”), George Jessel’s pro- 
ductiop in Yiddish, featuring the 
Adler family, bows in at the New 
Yorker, formerly the Gallo theatre, 
Oct. 2. Piece is a romance of the 
house of Rothschild, international 
bankers, and was produced in Eng- 
lish by the Shuberts about 15 years 
ago. 

“The Puppet Show,” by Samuel 
R. Golding, goes into rehearsal next 
week as next for Pilgrim Produc- 
tions, Inc., which produced “Through 


the Night.” Bond for the new one 
was posted at Equity. 
“Not Yet” goes into rehearsal 


next week, production via Harold 
Silvers. Cast are in on semi-com- 
monwealth arrangement and waiver 
of Equity bond. 

“Chinese Bungalow” has gone into 
rehearsal as neat for Raymond Pay- 
ton, and will bow in out of town 
Oct. 6, following into New York two 
weeks later. 

“Sisters of the Chorus,” also pro- 
duced by Payton, and now on tour, 
will be spotted for a New York run 
Oct. 13 with house undecided upon 
as yet. 

“Sons o’ Guns” has gone into re- 
hearsal preliminary to embarking 
upon its road tour, which begins 
next week (22) in Cincinnati, after 
which it jumps to Dallas, Texas, 
where it will play during the week 
of the Texas State Fair the latter 
part of the month. 

“The Blue Ghost” will be sent on 
tour again this season by James 
Cooper with cast waiving bond. It 
reopens at the Carlton, Jamaica, 
L. L, next week, and after playing 
other subway circuit houses around 
New York, will head west. 

“Death Takes a Holiday” has 
gone into rehearsal with Philip 
Merrivale and the original cast. 

“The Street Singer,” Shubert 
musical holdover from last season, 
has gone into rehearsal. It will re- 
open in Boston. 

“Braids,” comedy by Norman Lee 
which Beaux Arts Productions is 
producing, will open at Allentown, 
Pa., Sept. 29. Cast has Helene 
Donlin, Arthur Mackay, Cornelia 
Judge, Harry O'Toole, Mabel Tri- 
neer, Eugene Sheppard, Frank Wag- 


ner, Charles Steele and Harold 
McGann, 

“Hello Francis,” revue, Francis 
Renault, female impersonator, 


starred. At the President, Sept. 17. 
Lyrics and music by Porter Grain- 
ger, Seymour Furth, Judd Klein and 
Cole Porter. Ned Norworth and 
Cecil Mason featured. Cast in- 
cludes Banks sisters, Bessie 
Browning, Kenney Brema, Earle 
Weisong, Ione Haals, Mary Titus 
and Manda Randolph. “Beau” Tuey 
is directing. 

“Girl Crazy,” new musical by 
Aarons and Freedley, will open at 
the Shubert, Philadelphia, Sept. 29, 
and Alvin, New York, Oct. 13. 

“The Apple Cart” has gone into 
rehearsal and will be sent on tour 
latter part of the month by the The- 
atre Guild. “Strange Interlude,” also 
in rehearsal, will reopen at the Mar- 
tin Beck, New York, Sept. 22 for 
four weeks, prior to tour. 

“Taxi Fare” by Martin J. Mooney, 
has been set as next for Robert V. 
Newman, and goes into rehearsal 
next month. “Bad Girl” currently 
shaping up on tour and due in New 
York in two weeks. Also is New- 
man’s. 

“The Noble Experiment,” by 
Michael Grismajer, has gone into 
rehearsal for Miller & Durandy and 
opens in Reading, Pa., Sept. 29 fol- 
lowing into New York two .weeks 
later. 

Cast includes Gordon Richards, 
Anne Lubow, James La Curta, 
Edward Colebrook, A. L. Bartolot, 
G. Swayne Gordon, Gilda Oakley, 
Hugh Thompson, Donald Kerr, Ed- 
win O’Connor, Lawrence Ferguson, 
Ruth Edell, Charles Moody and 
others, 

“The Crimson Glow,” melodrama 
by Francis Dailey, goes into re- 
hearsal next week with Myron 
Johnson as producer. It will bow 
in at New Haven Oct. 13, due in 
New York later. 

Cast includes Kathleen O'Sullivan, 
Marie Harrington, James Copeland, 
Sam Rainey, Louise Klinger, Marion 
Hartley, Graham Whitely, Joseph 
Ryan, Thomas Greene, Martin Cur- 
ley and Ralph Davis. 

“Beating the Town,” newspaper 
comedy by Herbert Murray, will be 


given stock trial next week (22) at 
Greenwich, Conn. 

Piece will be reproduced for legit 
by Harrison Productions, Inc., 
Frank Harrison, managing director. 


“Scarlet Sister Mary,” with Ethel 
Barrymore starred, goes into re- 
hearsal next week and when set 
will relight the Barrymore, New 
York. 

Support includes Estelle Winwood, 
Ethel Barrymore Colt, Beatrice Ter- 
ry, Georgie Drew Mendum, Anita 
Rothe, Walter Gilbert, Horace Bra- 
ham, William B. Mack, John Rose- 
leigh, Leo Kennedy, Burke Clarke, 
Malcolm Solton, Marcel Dill, Alan 
Campbell, Dan Bagnell and Wilbur 
Cox. 

“The Bridge of Sighs” goes into 
rehearsal next week with Leo Fried- 
man, attorney, as producer. 

Show formerly reported common- 
wealth will be done on salary basis 
with security already having been 
posted at Equity. 

“The Vinegar Tree,” by Paul 
Osborn, comedy, in rehearsal Oct. 
1. It's by Dwight Deere Wiman. 
Mary Boland in femme lead. 


“London Calling,” comedy by 
Geoffrey Kerr which John Golden is 
producing, will open next week (22). 
Tried out last spring under title of 
“Ring Three Times.” 


“Western Union, Please,” com- 
edy by Albert Hackett and Frances 
Goodrich, tried out by the Lake- 
wood Players, Skowhegan, Me., the 
past summer has been acquired for 
legit reproduction by the Shuberts. 
Now casting. 
“New York,” a _ political meio 
cracking at the alleged sale of jus- 
tice jobs, went into rehearsal this 
week. Allan Bartlett figures as 
author-producer, Set for the Presi- 
dent, New York, Oct. 6, cold. 
Vincent Youmans will produce 
two musicals this season after 
finishing “Smiles,” Ziegfeld’s first. 
Youmans’ two are untitled. 
Charles Le Maire, costum« de- 
signer, has producing bug. May do 
the musical revue Adrian Samish 
and Ken Freedy are writing. 
Samish and Freedy new. 
Hyman Brothers have sent “It 
Never Rains” to Chicago. It opens 
at the Cort there in October with 
New York cast. 
Herman Shumlin, producer of 
“The Last Mile,” will shift the play 
from the Harris to the Ambassador 
Sept. 22 instead of taking it to Chi- 
cago. 
Musical comedy with college 
background may be produced this 
fall by Jack Yellen and Lou Holtz, 
with the latter starred. 
Recasting of “Jungle Love,” which 
folded out of town last year with 
Agnes Ayres and Herbert Rawlin- 
son as leads, is due for recasting in 
October. Fred Herendeen, who au- 
thored the piece, again producing. 
Mitzi, now in New York, will be 
projected as star of a new musical 
“Service for Two,” with a new pro- 
ducing firm. 


AHEAD AND BACK 


Willard Keefe has been installed 
as p. a. for Blatt & Nicholas, 


Frank McGrand, ahead, “Street 
Singer.” (Road.) 


Joe Flynn, ahead, 
Girls.” (Road.) 


Tom Van Dycke, 
family, (Jessel.) 


Howard Benedict p. a. for 
“Three's a Crowd.” 


Theodore Mitchell, ahead, “Hell's 
Angels,” Cincinnati unit; Benny Ot- 
tinger, back; Howard Herrick 
ahead, Leo Leavitt back; Toronto 
unit; Tommy Labrum, advance in 
Phila.; Charles Meade, back with 
“Angels” at Gaiety (New York); 

Fred Zwifel, back; George A. 
Florida, ahead, “Simple Simon.” 

Johnny Powers manager “Brown 
Buddies.” 

Nat Dorfman, formerly associated 
with Benny Holzman, now g. PD. r. 
for Florenz Ziegfeld. 

Martin Mooney press agent for 
“Bad Girl.” 

Howard Benedict press agent for 
“Three's a Crowd.” 

Howard Gale, ahead; Detroit unit, 

Sid Rankin back with “Black- 
birds”; Leon Spachner, resigned. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Eileen Byron, “One, Two, Three.” 

Kalil-Ogly, Yo-Hay-Tong, “Nina 
Rosa.” 

Alma Walker, “London Calling.” 

Gregory Ratoff, “Three Little 
Girls” (road). 

Yvonne Arnaud, French actress, 
last on this side in “And So To 
Bed,” engaged by Charles Dilling- 
ham for “Canaries Sometimes Sing,” 
appearing in the same role she 
created in London. Eugenie Leon- 
tovish had been mentioned as fem 
lead. 

Al Bartolot. Sidney Stavro, La- 
throp Mitchell, G. Swayne, “Noble 
Experiment.” 


“Three Little 


p. a. Adler 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“The Love Boat” (Geo. W. 
Lederer), Cohan. 

“The Apple Cart” (Theatre 
Guild), Beck. 

“Three Littie Girls,” road 
(Shuberts), Majestic. 

“Chinese Bungalow” (Ray 
Payton), 110 W. 47th street. 

“Smiles” (F. Ziegfeld), Zieg- 
feld. 

“The Blue Ghost” 
Cooper), Bryant Hall. 

“Sons o’ Guns,” road (Con- 
nolly & Swanstrom), Imperial. 

“On the Loose” (Arch Sel- 
wyn), Times Sq. 

“Girl Crazy” 
Freedley), Alvin. 

“Three’s a Crowd” 
Gordon), Erlanger. 

“Noble Experiment” (Big Six 
Productions), Little. 

“True to Form” (George M. 
Cohan), Cort. 

“Uncle Vanya” (Jed Harris), 
Booth, 


(James 


(Aarons & 


(Max 


“Mrs. Moonlight” (Charles 
Hopkins), Hopkins. 
“Roadside” (Arthur 


kins), Plymouth. 
“Greeks Had a Word for It” 
(Wm. Harris, Jr.), Harris. 
“New York” (R. K. Bartlett), 
President. 


“Maid in Erin” (George 
Ford), President. 
“These Frantic Moderns” 


(Stanley Whitman), President. 

“Strange Interlude,” road 
(Theatre Guild), Beck. 

“Elizabeth, the Queen” (The- 
atre Guild), Guild. 

“Hello, Paris” 
Shubert, 

“Nina Rosa” (Shuberts), 44th 
Street. 

“One, Two, Three” (Gilbert 
Miller), Miller. 

“Land of Smiles” (Shuberts), 
Chanin. 

“Simple Simon” (Shuberts), 
Broadhurst, 


(Shuberts), 


6 TRY-OUTS MAY GET 
BROADWAY CHANCE 


Six shows, tried out in Province- 
town this summer, are slated for 
Broadway production. Shuberts will 
show “The Eye Witness,” by Bran- 
don Tynan. Another play by the 
same author flivvered, 
Marion Gering starts rehearsals 
on “Beyond Woman” Oct. 1. “Wom- 
an” is by Lillian Burton and is al- 
ready cast. Hyman Adler has taken 
“Really, Hilda,” by Aurania Rou- 
verol, for production, after “With 
Privileges.” 

“Rasputin,” “Mrs. Dewing’s Di- 
vorce” and “If She Were My Wife” 
will also come in. 


MacGREGOR SETTLES 


Gives Kussel!!l $1,500 and Split Roy- 
alty for “Brides” 


Dan Kussell’s suit against Edgar 
MacGregor for $3,000 and a 1%% 
royalty interest in “Here Comes the 
Bride,” which has been running in 
London for six months, has been 
settled out of court. 

According to the terms of setile- 
ment Kussell is to receive $1,500 
and an equal royalty interest in the 
production with Edgar MacGregor. 

Kussell, through Rubien & Breg- 
hoff, alleged he had converted the 
play into a musical comedy at the 
request of MacGregor, who had pro- 
duced it as a straight comedy in 
New York in 1923. It was written 
by Otto Harbach, Max Marcin and 
Roy Atwell. 

MacGregor, charged Kusgsell, took 
the revised manuscript and sold it 
to Wylie, Ltd., of London, the pro- 
ducers, without notifying Kussell. 


CAST CHANGES 


Spring Byington replaced Blanche 
Ring, “Once in a Lifetime.” 

King Calder for Owen Davis, Jr., 
“Ninth Guest.” 

Doris Carson has replaced Ethel 
Norris in “Luana.” 


Robinson On Fly 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Here for a week to step into the 
Charley Young part in Universal's 
“East Is West,” vacated by Jean 
Hersholt. Edward Robinson pulls 
out again for New York Wednes- 
day (today). He’s scheduled for a 

part in an Arthur Hopkins show. 


| ~Plays on Broadway 


LONG ROAD 


Drama in four acts presented at the 
Longacre, Sept. 9, by Herman Gantvoort; 


written by Hugh Stange; Otto Kruger 
starred; staged by the author. 

Bess Thomas........... Brooks 
Carolyn Lovett......... Wells 
Doctor Tom Lovett.........e+- Otto Kruger 
2d Lieutenant Henry Dale...... Kirk Ames 


Captain Beecher,........ -Howard Miller 


Sergeant 


Corporal Nelson 
Marcelle....... Fox-Lee 
Serg. Maidvale...... Porter 


Regimental Runner.........Ranald Savery 
Signal Sergeant............Walter Munroe 
Colonel Edwards.............Joseph Greene 
Captain Earles 
Ambulance Sergeant........Harry Wallace 
Captain Wedgecombe..W. Messinger Bellis 
Gassed Soldier............ William Edwards 
Another Gassed Soldier......Harold Clarke 


The quietest of the war plays, ex- 
cept for the third act in a four-act 
play. That scene in a field dressing 
station has plenty of guts and is 
worth seeing. The rest too domes- 
tic in a sobby way. 

Hugh Stange has written a story 
that may have occurred. He was in 
the war, a program note reveals in 
these words: ... “Deep in the slimy 
mud of the Somme is private Jo- 
seph Craven, 107th Infantry, 27th 
Division, A. E. F. To him, my 
friend and comrade-in-arms, I sol- 
emiy and tremulously dedicate what 
I have written.” 

That the author was in earnest 

there is not doubt. Perhaps too 
much. The dramatic, fearful dress- 
ing station scene is peopled by men 
of the war, and in selecting them 
Mr. Stange followed the idea Ar- 
thur Hopkins did for his casting of 
“What Price Glory,” whose soldiers 
in the main came from the Dugout. 
No similarity in, the plays other- 
wise. Another program note ,relat- 
ing to one ex-service man in “The 
Long Road’—Sanford Colham (138th 
U. S. Inf. ist Div.; Vosges, Toule 
Sector, Cantigny, Bellou Woods, 
Soissons, Mot Sector St. Mihiel, 
Metz, Argonne. Wounded 18 times, 
gassed 17 times; citations, D. S. C. 
and Croix de Guerre). That is more 
drama than all of the play, except- 
ing the excellent action third act. 
The play has not to do with pri- 
vates in the war. Dr. Tom Lovett 
and his wife Carolyn are getting 
along in their Brooklyn home. The 
war comes and Tom thinks it is his 
duty to sign up, there being no chil- 
dren. Carolyn is very fond of mu- 
sic and is attracted by Jack Beecher, 
later a captain. Tom is south in a 
training camp for six months. Has 
but a few moments at home on the 
way to Camp Upton and then the 
hop across. His big shock comes 
when he learns that Carolyn is 
about to have a baby. 
Tom knows that it could not be 
his child. Beecher is brought fatally 
wounded to the dressing station 
and to a gasping, gassed soldier 
dictates his last message to Carolyn 
in the hearing of her husband. A 
shell virtually wipes out the sta- 
tion, the doctor being wounded. 
There is a home-coming. Tom had 
gotten a letter from Carolyn con- 
fessing the affair. Meanwhile the 
child had died. Still deeply attached 
to Carolyn, Tom suggests they try 
it again, along the long road. 

Otto Kruger is starred as Dr. 
Tom Lovett. He is a good actor 
but hardly able to make his war 
doctor more heroic than he is. Com- 
edy seems to be more in Kruger’s 
line. No chance for that in this 
play. Marion Wells seemed too 
sweet a woman to fall for light in- 
trigue. Some of the other charac- 
ters were very well played, and 
those “walking wounded” soldiers 
ordered to limp “four miles to the 
right” through trenches and shell- 
shorn terrain, is rather unforgetable 
and seemed authentic. 

However, “The Long Road” is far 
from diverting, be it ever so true. 
Short stay indicated. Ibee. 


THE RHAPSODY 


Drama in three acts presented at the 
Cort, Sept. 15, by George M. Cohan; writ- 
ten by Louis K. Anspacher; staged by Sam 


Forrest. Original symphonic themes by 
Arthur Bergh. 
Louis Calhern 
Julia Hoyt 
Doctor Hollister.......... John R. Hamilto 
Marjorie Natalie Shafer 
Kassar Wahl........ Craig Williams 
Austin Kellam..... -.John T. Doyle 
Max Krieger....... Karpe 
Josef Adler 
Elizabeth Trumbull......Aline McDermott 
Evidences of doctoring 


throughout the play. Drama, ro- 
mance and even a shooting. Set- 
ting, a single one throughout the 
three acts, is attractive. Piece has 
a bit of original music and some 
light singing. Flashes of wit and 
some sly humor bear every mark of 
being strung by George M. Cohan. 
Despite these assets the play look: 
like no more than six weeks on 
Broadway. 

That is taking into consideration 
the value of such sponsorship as 
Cohan’s as the producer. Also that 
Louis Calhern and Julia Hoyt sup- 
posedly command a certain personal 
following and popular appeal. All 
of that cannot overcome the play’s 
shortcomings. 


Staged well but no staging can 


make anything look or soun 

production, but not the 

that pays. 

The hero in this piece is ob 
with a desire to kill qa 
dividual. His friends, in order to 
cure him, get the individual so the 
perturbed one can seemingly ac. 
compliah the murder. But when it's 
all over the audience learns 
lets were blank. the bats 

omance is interwoven wii 
of what they call modern phos stele 
For a while it did seem the play 
ees slow start would perk 

rough the sexy angle, b 

Easy to understand why Mr 
Cohan with all his experience picked 
this one, It’s got about every ele. 
ment of the drama except that it ig 
a deliberate preachment. That lat- 
ter fact knocks everything cuckoo 
For a while in the first and second 
scenes it seems everybody takes a 
hand at playing the piano when ac. 
tion is expected. 

Miss Hoyt makes a gracious stage 
figure, but her acting impels a cyn- 
ical gaiety in audience reaction 
which is hardly consistent with the 
seriousness of her role. 

Story is of an immigrant musician 
who has risen. He lives with a girl 
who saved his life by giving her- 
self to his enemy during the World 
War. Fifteen years have passed 
and the musician now in ,America 
and a personage with a queer butler 
and a philosopher besides for aq 
manager, suffers from a “complex.” 
He must kill an “idea,” really the 
enemy of former years. 

In the meantime he falls in love 
with a typical Cohan heroine and 
she with him. The mountebank 
now has one mistress and a sweet- 
heart. Comes a_ general under- 


standing all around and the musi- 


cian winds up with two mistresses, 

Through it all everybody is psy- 
chologically happy and unhappy 
because the mountebank’s doctor 
has fallen in love with the first mis- 
tress of the musician. All being 
friends, they maneuver to save the 
guy from his murdering impulse. 

Calhern starts well, and carries 
practically everything along with 
him throughout the play. But it’s 
too much for one man. 

He contributes some nice touches 
of subtle comedy, and where the 
lines and action give him opportune 
ity he’s everything to be desired. 
Excellent comedy is supplied by 
Adrian Rosley as Anton, the foreign 
butler who thrums the piano. In 
the last act he pulls a monolog 
about his chase after a girl that is 
rich in laughs. 


THAT’S GRATITUDE 


Comedy drama in three acts and dialog, 
presented at the John Golden Gept. 11 by 
John Golden; written and staged by Frank 
Craven. 


Robert Grant..... Frank Craves 
Thomas Maxwell........George W. Barbier 
Dr. C, Lane 
e+--George Wright, jr. 
Thelma Ma 

William Alexander 


Mrs. Reade 
Delia Myrtle Clark 
Clayton Gerald Kent 


The estimable Frank Craven get- 
ting to walk more and more like 
George M. Cohan, but still looking 
like a Boston house painter with @ 
flair for philosophy exemplifies his 
crafty knowledge of audience reac- 
tion in his new creation. The play 
looks like a potential hit and box 
office winner. 

Without Craven’s presence in the 
cast, however, issue would be in 
doubt, in spite of good detail and 
engaging humor. It’s evident from 
the moment the cutain rises on an 
Iowa hotel room with Craven sitting 
in trousers and pajama coat, that 
he’s the orbit in which the rest of 
the cast will move. 

Shrewd showmanship marks the 
dialog and action. Each act, and 
the prolog too, climax with telling 
situations. This despite transparent 
action, a thin plot and only @ 
momentary suspense early in the 
evening. 

Playing a small-time road show 
manager, Craven has built himself 
a monolog spaced out with spells 
to be filled by the other characters 
as the play sails through. 

Broadway will get a kick out of 
the prolog and the last act. In the 
former, where Craven and Farbier 
get lit after meeting along the road 
of life, there’s a cheerful alcoholic 
atmosphere that’s exhilarating. Th® 
play keeps moving through conviv- 
ial situations of that sort, always 
cheerful never dull. 

Another punch comedy scene = 
the third act where the Kansas sir 
who made good through the kind- 
ness and wisdom of the road show 
manager returns home. She has 
brought with her one of those 
hanky waving actors. A bit over 
drawn still funny as the former 


‘chorus boy puts on the dog am 


the lack of understanding of the 
Kansas folks. 

He's a big shot he tells them. He 
played in the original production 
and without hir the manager cou 
never have succeeded. Of cours 
the girl is. sti:l crude, but after sh 


(Continued on page 62) 
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VARIETY 61 


Wednesday, September 17, 1930 


New Hit Shows Are Yet to Appear: 
Bway Grosses Last Wk. About Same 


Biggest influx of shows so far is 
this week, with eight new ones in. 
ghree opened Monday, with thumbs 
gown on all. Next week’s premiere 
card totals at least seven. With 
two major musicals this week and 
one next week, that division should 
be pepped up. 

Of the arrivals last week, one 
Jooks good. It is “That’s Gratitude,” 
at the Golden, the reviewers giving 

the best notices of the new season. 
“The Up and Up,” Biltmore, got a fair 

k in the dailies, but the consen- 
gus of opinion adverse; got about 
$7,500, with moderate money indi- 
cated. “The Long Road,” at the 
Longacre, was not as lucky; new 
war play got less than $5,000 in 
geven performances, not encourag- 


Business rather good last week 
pnti] weather turned soggy, a con- 
dition which held over into this 
week. Little change in the figures. 

No closings slated for this week 
unless it be among Monday’s poor 
trio—“With Privileges” (Vander- 
pilt), “The Rhapsody” (Cort) and 
“Insult” (49th Street). Next week: 


“Fine and Dandy,” Erlanger’s; 
“Roadside,” Longacre (with “The 
Long Road” due to move); “The 


Greeks Had a Name for It” (Harris) 
(“Last Mile’ moving to Ambassa- 
dor); “Stepdaughters of War,” Em- 
pire; “Once in a Lifetime,” Music 
Box; “Frankie and Johnnie,” Re- 
public; “Love Technique,” and two 
weeks’ showing of “Uncle Vanya,” 


oth. 

Potentially it is the most likely 
flock of new shows thus far, ad- 
vance info being favorable to at 
least five. 

Estimates Last Week 

“Cinderelative,” Comedy (1st 
week) (C-682-$3). Independently 
presented; Lionel and Jack Hyman; 
written by Dorothy Heyward and 
Dorothy De Jagers; opens Thurs- 
day (Sept. 18). 

“Dancing Partner,’ Belasco (7th 
week) (C-1,000-$3.85). Broadway 
held up fairly well until soggy Fri- 
day and Saturday; some grosses a 
bit ahead of previous week; “Part- 
ner” up ; over $19,000. 

“First Mrs. Fraser,” Playhouse 
(37th week) (C-870-$3.85).-Good for 
another month under present plans; 
new show slated about Oct. 20: 
English comedy rated around $8,000. 
_ “Flying High,” Apollo (29th week) 
(M-1,168-$5.50). With only two big 
musicals in town both are still 
cleaning up; big even Saturday 
matinee when trade generally off; 
better than $36,000 claimed. 


“Frankie and Johnnie,” Repubiic. 
Postponed; raided by police at 
suburban showing (Jamaica) last 
week but cops enjoined and finished 
the engagement; cast held for tria! 
but playing Flatbush this week. 

“Garrick Gaieties,” Guild (16th 
Week) (C-944-$3). Winding up a 
successful enough summer stay but 
may move to Beck; averaging 
around $12,000; Guild’s “Elizabeth 
and Queen” due soon. 

“Green Pastures,” Mansfield (30th 
week) (CD-1,050-$4.40). Moved up- 
ward the first half being virtual 
Capacity; gross approximated $24,- 
000; holdover smash much bigger 

an any of the new shows. 

Hot Rhythm,” Times Square (5th 
week) (R-1,057-$3). Doesn't figure 
to stick more than a few weeks 
more; supported by cut rates; $8,- 
600 (colored musical). 

‘Insult,” 49th St. (1st week) (D- 
708-$3). Presented by Lee Shubert: 
from England: adapted by J. E. 
Harold Terry and Harry Tighe from 
original of Jan Fabricious; opened 

adies All,” Morosco (8th week) 
(C-893-$3). Holds to ‘good money 
with last week’s gross slightly over 
&pproximate average of $12,000. 

Last Mile,” Harris (32d week) 
(D-1,050-$3). Due to move to Am- 
bassador next week, “The Greeks 

ave a Name for It” coming in 


ere; prison pla i i - 
000 to Play indefinite, $11, 
uana,” Hammerstein’s (1st 
(M-1,265-$5.50). Presented 
ai Arthur Hammerstein; first 
ajor musical of new season; book 


based on Tully’s “The Bird of Para- 
aoe by Howard Emmett Rogers; 
ore by Rudolf Friml and J. Kiern 
ripe opens tonight (17). 
( Danetrata,” 44th St. (16th week) 
comin Took enance 
strom in early summer, but seems 
aie & enough to extend well into 
ame around $25,000. 
Rosa,” Majestic (1st/ week) 
Presented by the 
Sines rts; Played out of town last 
book and lyrics by Otto 
rback and Irving Caesar; opens 
aturday (20). 
€cond Little Show,” Royale (3d 
— Did well 
kin ast week, then shaded off; 
ena Es between $21,006 and $22,000 
first week’s gross. 
Week) Pring Sisters,” Forrest (22d 
Rated {F-1,015-$3). House desig- 
0; get new attraction Oct. 
Reco ers” will stay until then; 
use JS enough for it. 
53a rictly Dishonorable,”. Avon 
Sade week) (C-830-$3.85). Run 
r figures to held over through 


autumn; up a bit last week with 
over $15,000 claimed, 

“Symphony in Two Flats,” Shu- 
bert (1st week) (CD-1,395-$3). Pre- 
sented by Lee Shubert; one of a 
number of imported dramas due; 
written by Ivor Novello; opened 
Tuesday. 


“Ninth Guest,” Eltinge (4th week) 
(D-892-$3). Grossed a bit under 
$8,000 last week; may stick around 
another month or so but run 
chances in doubt. 

“That’s Gratitude,” John Golden 
(2d week) (C-900-$3). Opened late 
last week (11), winning best notices 
of new season sa far; success indi- 
cated Friday and Saturday. 

“That’s the Woman,” Fulton (3d 
week) (D-913-$3.85). Was consid- 
erably ahead up to Friday, slipping 
like most of the others; fair at 
slightly less than $10,000; staying 
qualities not certain. 

“The Long Road,’ Longacre (2d 
week) (D-1,019-$3). No break from 
the reviewers; war play got under 
$5,000 first seven performances; 
trying to fix it up. 

“The Rhapsody,” Cort ¢ist week) 
(CD-1,043-$3.85). Presented by 
George M. Cohan; written by Louis 
K. Anspacher: difference of opinion 
out of town; opened Monday. 

“Topaze,” Barrymore (5th week) 
(2d engagement) (C-1,090-$3). 
Moved up last week with takings 
around $11,000; will stay until 
“Scarlet Sister Mary’ opens next 
month. 

“Torch Song,” Plymouth (4th 
week) (CD-1,042-$3.85). Improve- 
ment noted last week and was well 
ahead until Saturday matinee; bet- 
ter than $12,000 and favorable. 

“Up and Up,” Biltmore (2d week) 
(C-1,000-$3). Fairly good break 
from eritics, but notice distinctly 
mixed; moderate first week at about 
$7,500. 

“Up Pops the Devil,” Masque (3d 
week) (C-700-$3). Claimed virtual 
capacity from Tuesday on, and in- 
dications are for a run; figured at 
$11,000 or better; very good in 
iimited capacity house. 

“With Privileges,” Vanderbilt (1st 
week) (C-771-$3). Presented inde- 
pendently (Hyman Adler and Philip 
Gerton); written by Ruth Welty; 
opened Monday. 

“Young Sinners,” National (5th 
week) (2d engagement) (C-1,164- 
$3). Moved here from Shubert; 
announced to tour after another 
week; with cut-rate support, about 
$12,000. 

“Vanities,” New Amsterdam (12th 
week) (R-1,702-$6.60). Up a bit 
last week, bettering $45,000, which 
is best on Broadway; tardiness of 
incoming new musicals a break for 
this one. 

Other Attractions 

“Hello Francis,” President; little 
revue in little theatre; opens to- 
night (17). 

“Broadway Parade,” Cherry Lane 
(Greenwich Village). 


CLICK 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Only five houses were open last 
week, but the returns were encour- 
aging. Biltmore led with $18,500 
for the Coast’s first look at Kath- 
arine Cornell and “Dishonored 
Lady.” “It’s a Wise Child,” at the 
Belasco, held on, getting close to 
$9,000 on its fourth week. 

At the Vine Street, “A Cup of 
Sugar” took in $6,700, away above 
average for that house. About half 
of that figure is profit. “The Poor 
Nut,” at the El Capitan, did $5,700, 
this also above average for the 
third week of any attraction here. 

One bad spot in town was the 
Hollywood Playhouse, where Kolb 
and Dill were trying to do things 
with “Good Old Days” and free dis- 
tribution of near beer. Show closed 
Sunday, leaving the producers 
around $3,000 in the hole on the 
two-week engagement. “Thin Ice,” 
with Francis X. Bushman, opens to- 
morrow (Wed). 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Dishonored Lady” (Biltmore, Ist 
week). Katharine Cornell, in her 
first appearance here, magnetized 
$18,500; it’s the theatre’s high for 
the year. 

“It’s a Wise Child” (Belasco, 4th 
week). Still going strong at $9,000. 
Two weeks more. 

“A Cup of Sugar” (Vine Street, 
2nd week). Hallywood’s best draw 
at $6,700. 

“Good Oid Days” (Hollywood 
Playhouse, 2nd, last week). Holly- 
wood’s worst draw at $3,500. Folded 
Sunday, with “Thin Ice” following 
Sept. 17. 

“The Poor Nut” (FE! Capitan, 3rd 
week). Showing a little profit at 
$5,700. 


Three-Note Limit 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

A song writer leaving for the 
east, said he was glad to get 
out of pictures. 

“Nobody appreciates,” he 
squawked, “how tough it is to 
write songs for Hollywood’s 
three-note ingenues.” 


Minneapolis Figures 
Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 
Second week of Bainbridge stock 
at Shubert, with Walter Greaza 
playing his Broadway role in “Re- 
mote Control,” disappointing at box 


office. About $4,100. Not profit- 
able. 
“The Ginger Girls” (stock bur- 


lesque), at Gayety, also not so hot 
at box office. Around $4,000. 

At the Metropolitan, road season 
began Sunday with “Strictly Dis- 
honorable,” backed by local civic 
and commerce association to extent 
that it sent out letters and inspired 
newspaper articles urging patron- 
age. 


GIRLS, PHILLY 
TOWN 


Philadelphia, Sept. 16. 

Scant improvement, if any in 
Philly’s legits last week, despite 
only four houses open. 

It was not until the last three 
days of its run “Luana” began to 
look like a show. The $4.40 seats 
downstairs were very hard to sell 
until the very end. Balcony and 
gallery were strong all week and 
even with orchestra weaknesses 
“Luana” jumped to $25,000. 

“Once in a Lifetime,” generally 
regarded as promising and given 
splendid notices here, never got 
started. In 2d week at Lyric, the 
Kaufman-Hart comedy may have 
attained $6,000. A new act goes 
in this week. 

Most disastrous record was turn- 
ed in by “Three Little Girls,” oper- 
etta, at the Forrest! Went with a 
bang at the Labor Day matinee 
and never showed anything since. 
Last week, under $12,000—pitiful. 

Sept. 29 Erlanger returns to legit 
on the Erlanger side with “Three's 
a Crowd.” On the same night The- 
atre Guild has its first tryout in 
Philadelphia, “Elizabeth, the Queen.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Broken Dishes” (Adelphi, 2d 
week). Flimsy all week; $5,500. 
“Apron Strings” Monday. 

“Three Little Girls” (Forrest, 3d 
week). Complete bust. Under 
$12,000. Qut Saturday. “Street 
Singer,” switched from Chestnut, 
following. 

“Ripples” (Garrick, 1st week). 
Fred Stone show, at $3.50 top, open- 
ed fortnight’s engagement. “Luana”’ 
picked up last week. $25,000. 

“Once in Lifetime” (Lyric, 3d 
week). Although show got fine no- 
tices and regarded as _ potential 
smash, still light. Under $6,000 
last week. “June Moon” 22. 

“Farewell to Arms” (Shubert, Ist 
week). Opened this week. Unusual 
booking of dramatic show in this 
big musical house. 


In Land of Stars 


(Continued from page 54) 


and primary draw in that 
owned, nicely decorated cellar. 


self- 


Personalities 


Ethel Shutta (Mrs. George Olsen) 
is as perky and peppy as ever, and 
now the mother of two kiddies. The 
Olsens have one of the show places 
of Malibu. Their beach house bar 
is perhaps the most popular ren- 
dezvous at that new development. 
Mrs. Olsen’s beach pyjamas of an 
orchid flowered silk with an orchid 
velvet jacket, youthful and  be- 
coming. 
Mixed Accent 

Sally Blane, seen in the Brown 
Derby, looked beautiful in a bright 
green sports outfit. 

Miss Leontvitch in “By Candle 
Light,’”’ playing here a fortnight at 
the Biltmore, occasionally forgot 
she was supposed to be Viennese, 
and gave forth a most unrealistic 
accent, sounding more Delancey 
than Vienna. 

For her height and figure, he 
coral colored satin gown was most 
undesirable, especially in view of | 
her midriff excess weight. 


Lone Musical $34,000 in Chicago, 


Idle Critics Traveling or Fishing 


JOE COOK SHOW TOPS 
BOSTON AT $23,000 


Boston, Sept. 16. 

Labor day openings got the break, 
walking into a great stretch of 
weather just ahead of a _ relapse 
into August-like heat and Indian 
summer still to come. This week’s 
temperatures will probably knock 
figures for a row of net declines. 

Joe Cook's new show, “Fine and 
Dandy,” topped the town at the 
Colonial, only Erlanger house open. 

Besides the opening at the Colo- 
nial two other shows are having 
their premieres this week. Shubert 
has “Princess Charming” and the 
Hollis “Subway Express,” mystery 
thriller. The Shubert show was in- 
tended to open a week ago, but a 
backstage fire caused postpone- 
ment. 


Last Week’s Estimates 

Wilbur — “Twelfth Night” (2d 
week). Good business for Jane 
Cowl. $12,000. 

Lyric— “Blackbirds of 1930” (2d 
week). Well received. $17,500. 

Colonial — “Sweet Adeline.” 
Opened Monday night. Joe Cook in 
“Fine and Dandy” closed Saturday 


night. Did well. $23,000. 
Majestic—"Bird in Hand” (2d 
week). Fair. $7,000. 
Plymouth — “Apron Strings” (3d 
week). Good biz. $6,500. 


Shubert — “Princess Charming.” 
Opened Monday night. 
Hollis — “Subway 
Opened Monday night. 


Express.” 


Frisco Grosses 


San Francisco, Sept. 16. 

Pauline Frederick opened at the 
Curran last week with “The Crim- 
son Hour” and drew a packed first 
night crowd and nice notices. Play 
didn’t bowl over the critics, but pub- 
lic liked it and business held up big 
to better than $15,000. 

“Birth of a Nation,” at the Geary, 
roadshow film, in its second week, 
slipped, but takings still sufficiently 
encouraging to induce promoter 
W. H. Kemble to hold it over and 
continue through run which or- 
iginally set for four weeks. Kemble 
has house on straight rental. Got 
@lose to $6,000. 

“Young Love,” in its second week 
at Erlanger’s Columbia, continued 
to Brodie at box office. Below 
$5,000. 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Legit critics are having a tough 
time in Chi this season. 

One has been sent by his rag to 
New York for a week or so to try 
and dig up news. 

Another, in between waiting for 


something to review, is doing a 
column. 
Another, who telephones New 


York twice weekly, is fishing every 
day. 

All agree it’s the slowest season 
the town has ever seen. Not before 
Thanksgiving will the 1930 “seascn” 
be truthfully a season. 

Leading the field this week, tic 
undressed burlesque, “Artists a: 
Models,” the first musical in tor 
in four months, had seven sell-out». 
with prospects of more this w<« 
“Sisters of the Chorus,” after ym 
ting in 19 weeks at the Apo 
moved the 13th, to make room fe 
“Young Sinners,” set now in the 
same house for Sept. 28. 

Mae West in “Sex,” on the third 
week, has had a successor appoint- 
ed in Walker Whiteside, who will 
give the town a real premiere in 
“Chinese Lullabye.” When, still a 
question. 

Hope for this month still lingers 
with the news the Harris gets going 
Sept. 29 with the “Dishonored 
Lady.” 

For October the Erlanger is down 
for the 13th with “It’s a Wise Child,” 
while the Ilinois will blossom with 
“Sweet Adeline” on the 27th, to be 
followed, around the holiday season, 
with Fred Stone in “Ripples.” 

With only four houses open now, 
the regular season is still, like the 
promised cleaning-up of the city’s 
racketeers, just another week away. 
Even the merchants about the Loop 
are asking when’s it going to start? 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Artists and Mecdels” (Grand, 2d 
week). $34,000. Very big. 

“Lost Sheep” (Selwyn, 2d week). 
Between $14,000 and $15,000. Nine 
performances the past week that 
helped. 

“Sex” (Garrick, 34 week). Down 
to around $10,000. Losing ground 
each week. 

“House of Fear” (Playhouse, 3d 
week). $5,000 and settling down to 
make the place home for a month. 

“Sisters of the Chorus” (Apollo, 
19th week). Ended after slipping 
to $4,500 and the honor of being the 
only show in the Loop all summer. 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


The split between William A. Brady, Jr., and Dwight Deere Wiman, 
one of the most successful of the younger managerial firms, while caus- 
ing surprise so soon after the presentation by them of the “Second Little 
Show,” the report of a rift has been around for some months. 

There is said to have been no specific disagreement between Brady 


and Wiman. 


it is understood that his inactivity led up to the split. 


Young Brady had a nervous breakdown last spring and 


They teamed for 


the past five years and were productively active for a young firm. Their 
outstanding successes were “The Road to Rome” and the first “Little 
Show,” both making long runs on Broadway. 


Wiman is of the wealthy Deere 
chinery. 
with Brady had little to do. 


family, makers of harvesting ma- 


He will continue to manage the current “Little Show,” which 
Young Brady, son of the veteran producer, 


has made no plans for immediate production. 


Controversy between Guiseppe Sterni and A. H. Woods has been ad- 
justed without arbitration through Woods’ retention of the actor in the 
cast of “Farewell to Arms,” in rehearsal. 

Sterni had been dismissed two weeks ago and filed a claim for two 
weeks’ salary against Woods because of having been engaged for the 
part 60 days in advance of rehearsal and under Equity contract entitled 


to two weeks’ salary even in event 
duction. 


of dismissal or an abandoned pro- 


Equity upheld Sterni’s claim and directed payment of two weeks’ sal- 
ary, with Woods asking for arbitration and later recalling the actor to 


rejoin the cast. 


Mrs. Louise Dudley, Pasadena, C 
musk of Katharine Cornell in her home on the Coast. 


al., society woman, has a life-size 


The reproduction 


is tinted to look as natural as possible. 
Mrs. Dudley is one of the group to have collected $25,000 from Marion 
Hollins, the golfette, on a previously made agreement that whoever made 


their first $1,000,000 would pay the others $25,000 each. 
poloist, was the third party in the matter. 
specified peak when an oil field did its stuff. 


Eric Pedley, the 
Miss Hollins’ gross hit the 
Mrs. Dudley is a prominent 


sportswoman herself, particularly proficient at both golf and tennis. 


Chester Erskine staging “Step-Daughters of War” for the Frohman 
office encountered plenty of trouble in getting the off-stage sound effects 


called for in Kenyon Nicholson’s script, properly routined. 


Gunfire, air- 


plane and bomb noises are among the sound background for the play 
left in the hands of a extra crew of stage hands. An ambulance that 
cost $1,500 is also used in one scene of the play, which opened this week 


in Baltimore. 


A number of stock producers operating stocks are not under Equity 


bond. 


They claim they have been in stock producing so long posting 


bonds for stocks with Equity isn’t necessary. 


Included are James Thatcher and Frank Gazzolo. 


Of the Jist Thatcher is the most active 


There are others. 
Thatcher 


with stocK groups. 


has several] operating and opens another Sept. 29 at Carleton, Providence, 
} 
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OUT-OF-TOWN REVIEWS 


BROWN BUDDIES 


Atlantic City, N. J., Sept. 16. 

A good humored black and tan 
jamboree headed by Bill Robinson 
and labeled “Brown Buddies” slipped 
into the Apollo last evening. 

It starts out as a musical comedy, 
shifts to the battle front of France, 
where a Y. M. C. A. entertainment 
hut enables a series of skits, music 
and ballet at which these Afro-New 
Yorkers do pretty well by them- 
selves, as long as they keep dancing. 

The entertainment is wholly in- 
dividual. Sometimes that is ordi- 
nary, and then again quite amusing. 
At present it is far too generous 
and could easily stand about an 
hour of cutting. 

Next to Robinson, who is as 
nimble as ever up and down his 
tapping steps, there is a swift and 
peppy chorus that can match any 
group of pale-face chorines. From 
the eight musical contributors there 
are to be found three or four tune- 
ful numbers, carried chiefly and 
capably by Ada Brown. 

Adelaide Hall is also featured, but 
does nothing out of the ordinary. 

The piece lacks evidence of a 
first-class show, humor for instance, 
and particularly direction. A few 
new sets might brighten it up, too. 
Altogether an average Harlem 
opera. Weintraub. 


PRINCESS . CHARMING 


Boston, Sept. 16. 
Musical romance in two acts and six 
scenes, Produced by Bobby Connolly and 
Arthur Swanstrom. American book by 
Jack Donahue. Score by Albert Sirmay 
and Arthur Schwartz. American premiere 
at Shubert, Sept. 15. $4.40 top. 


Baron Sigman..........-. Raymond Walburn 
. John Kane 
Wanda Jane Aubert 


Albert, Chuff...... -..VWictor Moore 
Princess Elaine.............Danielle Bregis 
Christian the Second....George Gressmith 
BAG GO Howard St. John 
Attorney-General. Paul Huber 
Lord Chamberlain....... .-.-Raoul de Tisne 


It looks as if Bobby Connolly has 
put over andéther musical smash. 
Nothing is left of the original Eng- 
lish production except the skeleton 
of the plot and three numbers. 
Jack Donahue has been laboring 
with the book trying to Americanize 
it, and at this writing he wishes he 
had started with nothing. Still 
plenty to do and so has Connolly, 
but it shapes up like New York 
within two or three weeks. 

The story is nothing much, hav- 
ing to do with a couple of Mediter- 
ranean principalities and a princess 
from one country who has been in- 
sured for $250,000 by an American 
insurance agent for safe and virtu- 
ous delivery to the king of the other 
country to be his br’. 

A. revolution bresiks out in her 
country. She can escape only by 
marrying a foreigner so she is mar- 
ried to the captain of the battleship 
that has called for her. All ends 
happily for everybody but Donahue, 
who had to adapt the book. 

American production is something 
else again. It looks like $200,000 
up to now, with plenty more to be 
spent. It is carrying a male chorus 
of 48, and about the same number 
of girls, with about 125 railroad 
tickets to buy. The Albertina Rasch 
ballet is running away with the 
show; their first number is staged 
and costumed so artistically as to 
stop the performance. 

Scenically and in costume inves- 
titure, the show is all set, and the 
production opening night was only 
35 minutes too long, most of which 
will be cut from talky dialog in the 
second act, where the plot has been 
taken too seriously. The comedy 
will have to be built up a lot, rang- 


Are You Sure You Are 


INSURED? 


Let us look over your POLICIES— 
it may prevent a heavy loss! 
INSURANCE of every desription— 

INSURANCE that INSURES 


Consult us as you would your 


Doctor or Lawyer. 


JOHN J. KEMP 


Fstablished since 1910 
551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 
Phones: Murray Hill 7838-9 


ing at the present time from wise 
gags to straight burlesque hoke, in- 
cluding a female impersonation on 
a couch by Victor Moore. ‘ 

Ultimate trend of the show will 
be away from the pompous light 
opera atmosphere and into a gentle 
satire. Cast as a whole is well bal- 
anced, with Jane Aubert having the 
edge on Danielle Bregis in an inter- 
esting duel for popularity. Score is 
good, especially the male chorus 
numbers, with “To the Navy and 
the King” in the first act topping 
everything. There are a couple of 
waitz numbers that may be popular 
sellers fn view of the returning 
trend to the waltz. 

Entire production has been made 
with a lavish hand and despite the 
old familiar book, has speed. It is 
clean as a whistle except for a spot 
or two that are certain to be cut. 
Even the Continental bedroom spots 
have been handied with the same 
naive discretion that made Dona- 
hue’s performance in “Sons 0’ Guns” 
such a hit. 

It looks as if Connolly has _ pulled 
a repeat. Libbey. 


Mon Depute Et Sa Femme 


(“Congressman and His Wife”) 
Paris, Sept. 4. 
Comedy in three acts. Presented at the 
Mathurins, Paris, Sept. 2. Authored by 
Robert Bodet. Produced by the Omnium 


Theatral, which runs the Theatre des 
Mathutrins. 

Phe «oc Pierre Finaly 
Machere....-- tnt Lucien Callamand 
The PBaroness.......... Marie-Louise Berger 
The Princess..... Martine Lestac 


A very good comedy with plenty 
of amusing situations. Despite 
French locale, it might be turned 
into an amusing play for Broad- 
way. As presented here, but poorly 
received owing to the cast, which 
is terrible with two exceptions. One 
is Pierre Finaly, house manager, 
who gives a fair characterization of 
a Conservative politician; other is 
Lucien Callamand, who steals the 
show. He is the industrialist who 
goes in for politics in a most con- 
vincing manner. 

Story is that of two politicians 
competing for a seat in Parliament 
in a provincial constituency. One 
coming up for re-election is a noble- 
man who owns an estate; the other, 
on the opposition tieket, is an in- 
dustrialist with a _ factory. The 
nobleman has a secretary who is 
his wife's lover. He eventually jilts 
her to become the boy friend of the 
industrialist’s mistress, a Parisian 


actress. 
Last act is in the nobleman’s 
provincial castle. The secretary 


runs away with the actress from 
there, and the jilted politician’s 
wife becomes the mistress of her 
husband's opponent, and the Con- 
servative nobleman is re-elected. 

Reason for presenting the play 
with such a generally poor cast, 
killing its chance, is obviously the 
prematureness of the season, when 
everybody puts on revivals or cheap 
productions meant to last for a few 
weeks until the real season opens. 

Proof of this is that rehearsals 
for the next play to be produced at 
the Mathurins are already in prog- 
ress. This will be “Mon Heretier,” 
by Prince Antoine Bibesco, author 
of “Ladies All,” 


A Farewell to Arms 


Philadelphia, Sept. 16. 

Ernest Hemingway's best-selling 
nevel, “A Farewell to Arms,” 
reached the stage last night at the 
Shubert, having been dramatized 
by Laurence Stallings, co-author of 
“What Price Glory.” 

Although, at first blush, that last 
reference might seem superfluous, 
the Stallings-Anderson war play is 
mentioned for one particular rea- 
son, That piece concerned the 
raucous and profane and rowdy 
side of war. Hemingwy’s story has 
the same war as a background, but 
is more interested in the personal 
lives that are affected by it. Stall- 
ings’ dramatization disregards the 
war almost entirely, save as a 
background, and _ interests itself 
with the central love story. 

“A Farewell to Arms” has every 
chance of being a solid hit. It is 
intelligent, extremely  well-acted 
and close enough to the original to 
at least arouse Hemingway ad- 
mirers to interest, whether it be 
criticism or praise. 

Scenes of the story have been 
taken over by Stallings and even 
long passages of dialog, but much 
of the original spirit of the novel 
has been altered in its dramatic ver- 
sion, The love-story of Lieut. 
Frederick Henry and Catherine 
Barkley, the nurse, has been main- 
tained almost in its entirety, the 
only changes being in locale and 
surrounding circumstances. 

The end of the story has been 
especially altered. The first two 
acts are pretty much unadulterated 
Hemingway. 

The acting of Glenn Anders is of 
immeasurable value Elisha Landi, 


English, imported by Al Woods, is 


Traitor! 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
The Finkelstein Arms, apart- 
ment building, is up in arms. 
The owner thoughtlessly in- 
stalled Murphy beds. — 


PLAYS ON BROADWAY 
THAT'S GRATITUDE 


(Continued from page 60) 


works with him she can't help but 
get somewhere. 

Scene where Craven finds him- 
self outliving his welcome at the 
home of the man whose life he 
saved and up against it for dough, 
is a capital bit of real humor and 
sentiment. 

Novel business between Craven 
and Ross Alexander is a good de- 
tail. Alexander, the engaged young 
man, wants to break off an impend- 
ing wedding with Delia Maxwell, 
unattractive though talented, so he 
can woo Lelia, the pretty sister but 
dumb. 

He offers Craven a scheme worth 
real money. Delia is worked up 
over a stage career and if she could 
get started would throw up the idea 
of marrying the good looking Wil- 
liam. (Alexancer). Not to permit 
others in the room to get wise, the 
two communicate in pantomine. 


Windup is the scheme works and 
when Delia returns she’s beautified, 
marking some expert makeup work, 
and an accomplished singer in 
Craven's road show. She's the 
town’s official heroine, thanks to 
Craven. Family is all wrought up 
and happy and young North almost 
is sorry he gave her the air. 


But gratitude takes the old socko 
again, when Delia, the girl whom 
Craven was expecting to marry, sud- 
denly beats it out with the former 
chorus boy and leaves them ail flat. 

Then old man Maxwell suddenly 
appreciates Craven again after hav- 
ing let him down and blurts out, 
“That's Gratitude,” for a finish. 

There’s a bit of a theme song 
sung by Myrtle Clark (Delia), but 
not important in melody. George 
Barbier supports a capital animated 
role alongside Craven's easy acting 
gait. Pair furnish effective con- 
trast. Barbier’s is a nervous role 
while Craven’s a gentle, slow one 
played witu perfect urbanity. Helen 
Mehrmann made a comedy bit 
count. 

Maida Reade did extremely well 
with another minor role. 

Except for prolog, setting is the 
same throughout. 


WITH PRIVILEGES 


Comedy drama in three acts presented at 
the Vanderbilt Sept. 15 by Hyman Adler 
and Philip Gerton; written by Ruth Welty, 
Roy Hargrave; staged by Henry Stillman. 


Sarah Heppleby ........ceceeee Marie Hunt 
CAPE Roy Hargrave 
e ..Lionel Jay Stander 


Mary Rhodes .. 
Mr. Reisner ... 
Rachel Stein .. 


June Justice 
-».-Frank Manning 
Madison 


Miss Wurst Madeline Grey 
Mahlenheim ..... Moss Mleisig 
Exterminator. ........- Thomas VW. Morrison 


A play strongly suggestive of ver- 
min. Could have been called “With 
Roaches,” and it is according to the 
lines. Not so many plays in so far. 
None could have been less worth 
while than “With Privileges.” 

Some dirty cracks, also cracks 
for roaches to nest in. Several men- 
tions of an exterminator and he 


an attractive and emphatic nurse 
Catherine. 

One of the biggest features was 
Crane Wilbur, called in late Satur- 
day afternoon. He plays Rinaldi, 
fellow-officer and doctor, with a 
feeling and an understanding. Rest 
of the cast is exceptionally able. 

The staging by Rouben Mamoul- 
ian deserves a particular hand. 

“A Farewell to Arms,” as given 
here, was filled with dialog of the 
frankest kind. Some of them are 
almost certain to be deleted by the 
local censor. Some may—and 
should be—cut anywhere. Others 
fitted in smoothly with the story 
and the characters. 

Cuts in the hospital and hotel 
love scenes between hero and 
heroine should not be_ touched. 
They are tenderly gently 
handled. 

Here is a discerning dramatiza- 
tion of a book that probably should 
never have been dramatized, with 
the excision of a couple of scenes 
(particularly the visit of the Amer- 
ican vocalists to the hospital) it 
should be a New York possibility, 
not as a smash but as a moderate 
success. Waters. 


arrives toward the end. One of the 
sweltering first nighters ventured 
the idea that maybe that guy would 
run away with the show. Anyhow; 
he is squirting stuff around the 
place--curtain. 

What the author had in mind was 
not evident; unless it was to con- 
trast the humans in this cheap 
rooming house with the bugs that 
infest it. A frowsy landlady, her 
niece and seven roomers are the 
principals. The “guests” have the 
privilege of cooking breakfast in 
the dirty kitchen which is the play’s 
sole scene. Adjoining is the bath- 
room, with a window in the kitchen 
wall. 

Frequent trips of nearly all con- 
cerned into that retreat is signal- 
ized by the electric light discerned 
through the glass of the window. 

Maybe those presenting this play 
believe they were placing realism 
on the stage. No doubt they have 
done that. But they failed .en- 
tirely as far as entertainment or 
diversion goes. Cheapness and filth 
dominate the whole affair. 

The “Vanderbilt Revue” is due 
into the Vanderbilt in about six 
weeks. But “With Privileges” can 
hardly last until then. It should 
close Saturday, in fact should never 
have been put on. Ibee. 


Sweden and Talkers 


(Continued from page 6) 


in one of the Stdéckholm dailies 
about the publicity given this pic- 
ture in Copenhagen (see “Variety,” 
July 30, page 6) for its cruel war 
scenes, making people faint. In- | 
stead of hospital stretchers and 
nurses used for exploitation in the 
Copenhagen theatre, Stockholm the- 
atre provided smelling salts in case 
of emergency. Whether it was due 
to the severe Swedish censorship or | 
the crowd, up to 90% men, that at- | 
tended the premiere show, the pic- 
ture here caused no commotion. 
House packed for premiere and sold 
out ever since. The audience ut- 
tered approval of the picture when 
leaving the theatre. It is rather in- 
teresting, although picturing the 
cruel and wrong side of life, in 
which genre the Germans are ex- 
perts. Sound of the roaring guns 
made one feel afraid the little thea- 
tre would collapse, but the dialog 
came forth clear and distinct. 

“A Romance of Rio Grande” 
(Fox), released at the Astoria (850> 
seats, W. E.) and the Rialto (500 
seats, W. E.), in the re-scored ver- 
sion, with dialog substituted by 
music. Songs in Spanish. Cut-in 
Swedish titles. Story and action ac- 
claimed. Going fairly strong in 2d 
week. 

“The Parade of the West” (Uni- 
versal), released at the Orion (400 
seats, Pacent), with part dialog, 
songs and sound effects, and cut-in 
Swedish titles. Appreciated espe- 
cially by the younger males, but 
Westerns, however good, at present 
not pepular enough to draw crowds 
or get bookings in the big houses 
here. 

“Burning Up” (Paramount), re- 
leased at the Red Lantern (500 
seats, Nordisk Tonefilm), in the re- 
scored version, with music and 
sound effects and cut-in Swedish 
titles. Sound here still like fire- 
works going off. Turned down by 
local reviewers as mediocre Ameri- 
can product, but is really a produc- 
tion above average. 

“Speedway” (Metro), released at 
the Metropol-Palais (650 seats, W. 
E.). William Haines rather popular 
here and picture liked for fun and 
speed. Now in 3d.week. 

“The Love Parade” (Paramount), 
still going good. When the new 
season started, around Aug. 1, this 
picture released in the French ver- 
Sion, with Chevalier and Catherine 
MacDonald singing in French. At 
present at the Imperial (700 seats, 
Nordisk Tonefilm). Picture is now 
in its 23d week in Stockholm, still 
drawing well on account of its Eu- 
ropean appeal and Chevalier. 

“The Hole in the Wall” (Para- 
mount’s Ist Swedish version, and 
Swedish-made picture, “For Her 
Sake,” playing 5th and 3d week, 


Ist Offender Protest 


(Continued from page 59) 


which was supplemented With a 
Statement that the League is pro« 
tecting the allotments for the pub. 
lic in the box offices, and the fail. 
ure of the brokers to get Satisfac. 
tion re their claim that the theatreg 
are net alloting ther: the full per. 
centage of tickets called for in the 
rules, adds to the present gloom of 
the brokers, Some say the League 
would like to see most of the 16 
agencies go out of business, leaving 
the field to four or five survivors, 
Whether that can or will happen 
without the rapid zrowth of Byp 
or independent agencies remains to 
be seen. It appears to depend on 
the swing of the public to the box 
offices direct. To date that is ap. 
parent. 

The brokers are waiting for a 
couple of smash hits to come along, 
They want to see how a high ticket 
demand will affect the rules, or if it 
will. Also to find out how the pro- 
ducer of a costly production will 
react. 

Up to now, however, the Ticket 
League has been a boomerang to 
several leading agencies. McBride's 
is an example. That agency sold 


close to 250 tickets nightly for one 


musical last season. Under the pres- 
ent percentages McBride's would not 
get more than 100 tickets regularly 
allotted to it from the sare the- 
atre. McBride's gets the big share 
of all allotmerts, but the box office 
swing and competition, if it lasts, 
may cut that agency’s sales of more 
than a 1,000,000 tickets last season 
as much as 50%. 

‘A point to be settled is the sale 
of balcony tickets for shows in de- 
mand, League is mostly concerned 
with the lower floor, but allotments 
of balcony tickets sold at a pre- 
mium are to go through the League, 
which gets its percentage. 


Leblang’s Aid 


Joe Leblang in addition to cut 
rating and being of invaluable aid 
to some managers (who frankly say 
so) also sells balcony tickets for 
hits at 50 cents over the box office 
price. There is a reparted attempt 
to keep Leblang’s from getting bal- 
cony tickefs because not of the “16 
accredited brokers.” Facts appear 
to be that Leblang sells more bal- 
cony tickets than all the other 
agencies combined. He isn't greatly 
concerned about balcony tickets 
which he can sell at 50 cents pre- 
mium. If he doesn’t get them his 
patrons will be sold other tickets 
at cut rates. But it is pointed out 
it is much better for the theatres to 
have Leblang sell tickets for which 
the house gets the full $2.50 (bale 
cony rate) than for him to dispose 
of $3 tickets for $1.50. 

An alert showman, managing & 
hit, said he could sell Leblang 200 
balcony tickets nightly outright and 
with no return, and intended doing 
so. If allotted to the accredited 
brokers he stands the chance of 
having a bundle thrown back into 
the box office at 7:30, too late to 
dispose. of. 

Real angle from Leblang is that 
he would rather sell at cut rates to 
help the weaker attractions. Sell- 
ing tickets for a hit is no trick, his 
people say. 


respectively, to sold-out houses. 


YOUR SINGING OR SPEAKING 
OICE HAS GREATER 
POSSIBILITIES 
My Successful Pupils 
QUEENIE SMITH, MARIO CHAM- 
LEE, RALPH ERROLLE, RUBY 
NORTON, 
Recommend my vocal methods 


LIONEL ROBSARTE 
HOTEL WOODWARD, NEW YORK 
Tel. Circle 2000 


PAUL WHITEMAN 
Booking Exclusively Through His Own Office 


1560 Broadway 
New York City 
-JAMES F. GILLESPIE 


Personal Representative 


TRIXIE FRIGANZA 


Permanent Address, 1530 Formosa Ave., Hollywood, Calif. 
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Literati 


Literary Hollywood 


Hollywood at least the portion of 
it depending upon pictures, has 
gone literary. Actors, directors, 
writers supervisors, script girls, 
property men and grips, out of work, 
nave a burning expose in mind just 
dying to be released to a panting 
public. 

There are just two popular 
themes with these neophytes: pic- 
tures or the story of their lives. 
According to the recent census, 
there are 25,000 people in Hollywood 
who have lived interestingly enough 
to put their experierces in burning 
tomes. 

Unlike other communities in- 
pabited by scribes, here books are 
not written. They’re dashed off. 
“I’m going to dash off a book,” is 
the matter-of-fact manner in which 
the potentiai royalty grabbers in- 
form you that they’re going to rec- 
ord the great American verbiage. 
They just sit down with a pencil 
and paper and—zip!—there’s the 
book. According to the popular con- 
ception, writing a book is done much 
in the manner as a magician pro- 
ducing a rabbit. 

A writer at a gajor studio felt 
the shadow of the axe hovering 
over him. To a friend, he confided 
that when he was let out, he was 
going to write a flock of vaudeville 
acts. 

“But, what will you do with them; 
there is no vaudeville,” said the 
friend. 


“Oh,” said the writer. Then he 


bine, one of the first book publish- 
ing mergers in years. 

Hardly likely anything in the way 
of mergers will be effected until 
next spring. Publishers just now 
preparing for the Christmas biz, 
which keeps a good many going the 
entire year, They'll let nothing in- 
terfere with that. But if the Christ- 
mas biz doesn’t show up any bet- 
ter than it has been the past few 
months there may not be anything 
left of some of the book houses, by 
next spring, to merge. 

One consolation the book pub- 
lishers have is that the book-of- 
the-month clubs are tottering. First 
appeal of the book-of-the-menth 
clubs was that experts would select 
the reading for members. The ex- 
perts didn’t prove so expert. Mem- 
bers were given a choice of books 
and the cut-prices emphasized. But 
now books are generally a dollar 
and tke book-of-the-month clubs 
have no fiu-her selling argument. 


Reds’ Writers 


The John Reed Club, the Com- 
munist writers’ organization, to 
which Theodore Dreiser, John Dos 
Vassos and other notables belong, 
has been trying for some weeks, 
without success, to hire a theatre 
for a meeting at which to observe 
the 10th anniversary of the death 
of John Reed, the American writer, 
who died in Leningrad and is buried 
there. 

Club wanted the Garrick, but 
nothing doing, the lessee remem- 
bering the Union Square set-tos 


Story of San Michele ($3.75)..... 


BEST SELLERS 


Best sellers for week ending Sept. 6, as reported by The American 
News Company, Inc., and branches: 


Fiction 
Year of Grace ($2.50) .....cccccccccccseccess- Margaret Ayres Barnes 
A Note in Music ($2.50) Rosamond Lehmann 
Strangers May Kiss Ursula Parrott 


Non-Fiction 
Strange Death of President Harding ($3.50) 


Morgan the Magnificent ($3.50) JOHN Winkler 


G. B. Means and J. D. Thacker 


smiled. “Maybe I'll dash off a cou-;with the police. What the theatre 


ple of books.” 

Where two or more picture people 
are gathered together outside a 
studio it’s an even bet they’re dis- 
cussing their respective books. The 
table covers at Henry’s and the 
Derby go to the laundry nightly 
with a $1,000,000 worth of plots 
scribbled in pencil between coffee 
and gravy stains. 

None of the ambitious writers has 
yet divulged what he’s going to do 
with the book after it’s written. 
It’s a forgone conclusion with them 
that printing houses are waiting 
for the manuscripts, and that some- 
where between the processes of 
writing and publishing, an agent 
pops up. 

Mergers 

Air in the vicinity of lower 
Madison avenue, the book publish- 
ing center, surcharged with rumors 
of mergers. To hear them tell it, 
next spring will find the entire book 
publishing business under the di- 
rection of three groups, at most. 

It’s the dollar book thing, of 
course. Curtailed profits have wised 
the publishers to mergers and re- 
duced overhead. They see a 
Profitable tie-up in the Minton, 
Balch-G. P. Putnam’s Sons com- 


Peggy Wood’s New Book 
ACTORS—AND PEOPLE 


In a round of sparkling gossip 
and revelation Miss Wood dis- 
cusses theatre audiences, stage 
beginners, Bernard Shaw, Emma 
Calve and many topics of inter- 
est on both sides of the foot- 
lights. Illustrated. $2.50. 


New Revised Edition of 


THE ART 
OF MAKE-UP 


By Helena Chaimers. The new 
edition of this widely used book 
Considers the jatest make-up re- 
quirements of the taiking pictures 
aS well as new developments in 
make-up. Illustrated. 


D. Appleton and Company 


35 West 32nd St., New Work City 


= 


owner did not know is that the John 
Reed boys are the most harmless, 
physically, in the world. Particu- 
larly Theodore Dreiser who, rather 
than stand up against a cop with 
a club, if the othér members of the 
club were so minded, stays away 
from meetings altogether, 

The John Reed Club members no 
like the story on John Reed in last 
week’s ‘“‘Satevepost,” written by 
Julian Street. At the John Reed 
memorial meeting—if they can get 
a theatre—they will probably accuse 
the “Satevepost” of something or 
other. 


Ernie, the Dutchman 


The prototype on the west coast 
of ‘“Feibel, the Dutchman,” one of 
the best and fastest newspaper 
makeup men in the business (at- 
tached to the Rogowski shop, New 
York), is “Ernie, the Dutchman,” 
makeup man with the Wolfer Co., 
which publishes the special weekly 
bulletin which “Variety” gets out in 
Hollywood for the Pacific slope ex- 
clusively. 

Ernie’s regular Friday night tack- 
ling of the Bulletin is a weekly mys- 
tery to that a. k. but excellent print- 
er. (He'll want to know what a. k. 


is, too.) 
Ernie observes’. philosophically: 
“Vell, ‘Variety’ must be a pretty 


good paper from vot I hear, if any- 
body can understand it.” 

Then, with righteous wonderment, 
he wants to know what word in the 
English language is “leg-it” (legit). 
But what finally broke down Ernie’s 
morale completely were two suc- 
cessive lead heads in the Bulletin. 

Ernie said: “It vas bad enough 
last week dot you had a heading, 
‘Foreign Imports Go Ga-Ga,’ but vill 
you please tell me vot it means, ‘No 
More Voop in Voopee’ ?” 

Unauthorized 

Claiming that the dramatization 
of “The Well of Loneliness” has 
been presented in Paris by Wilette 
Kershaw without the consent of 
Radclyffe Hall, John Holroyd Reece, 
managing director of the Pegasus 


Press, Paris, is putting a strong 
squawk in the Paris papers He | 


doing it in France is doubly to be 
regretted since that country gave a 
home to the novel, published by his 
firm, when England threatened to 
banish the work. 

He acknowledges that the copy- 
right question is so involved in that 
case that he cannot say whether the 
law can protect the author. 

The dramatization of the novel is 
yet anonymous. It had been said 
that author’s name was kept back 
until the play should prove a suc- 
cess, resulting in its not being dis- 
closed. Arnold Bennett’s name had 
been mentioned, but this is gener- 
ally considered as erroneous. 

Miss Kershaw herself is generally 
considered in Paris as the author of 
the dramatization. 


Publicity Angles 

Working publicity gags seems to 
have hit old New York in different 
forms lately. 

Mayor James Walker came in for 
a photographic bit on the unem- 
ployment situation when poses were 
taken of him folding an old suit 
of clothes to be given to some guy 
out of work. 

Heywood Broun, a candidate on 
the Socialistic ticket for Congress, 
was invited to do some picketing 
for one of the local striking or- 
ganizations. He did and for his 
trouble got a panning trom one of 
the N. Y. dailies. Broun in his 
radio talk Thursday night said the 
reporter who described him wearing 
an old straw hat and a shiny suit 
was mistaken. He admitted it was 
time for a summer hat to appear 
old but that his suit was not shiny 
and had been pressed that very day. 

Though Coste and Bellonte, the 
French fiyers, made news and re- 
ceived plenty of space it’s under- 
stood that Coste had a very able 
p.a., Who was on the spot looking 
after tieups that might otherwise 
escape ~attention. 


Woman Flogging Theme 


Roy Flannagan, newspaperman, 
living in Richmond, Va., has writ- 
ten a novel, “The Whipping,” 
which Cape & Smith published this 
summer. Xt has an amusement 
trade angle. It is all about one of 
the bizarre outdoor’ sports of 
wcman flogging. 

Flannagan, who when not writ- 
ing novels (he’s on his second) and 
doing newspaper work, is Variety’s 
correspondent in Richmond. He 
was press agent of Virginia Demo- 
cratic party in campaign (1929) 
which is still bragging of its defeat 
of Bishop Cannon a year after the 
Old Dominion went Republican. 


Oldest Trade’s Paper 

Among trade paper pupdUshers it 
may be of interest to note the new- 
est trade paper in Paris, titled ‘Le 
Journal des Poules de Luxe de Pa- 
ris” (“The Journal of the Chickens 
de Luxe ef Paris’), which sells for 
one franc and is captioned as the 
“organe officiel des demi-vierges, 
des demi-mondaines et des co- 
cottes.” 

This unique publication serves as 
an exchange of the aforementioned 
demis, also prominently displaying 
the fact that it “donnant leurs noms, 
leur age et leur adresse,” which 
name, age and address are given, 
further embellished by pencil 
sketches of the demis, in a more or 
less unconventional posture. 


Real Names of Authors 

Francis Beeding, author of “The 
Four Armourers,”’ is John Leslie 
Palmer; Ernest Bramah, “The Mir- 
ror of Kong Ho,” is Ernest Bramah 
Smith; John Jervis Connington, 
“The Two Ticket Puzzle,” is Alfred 
Walter Stewart; Hortense Flexner, 
“The Stubbcrn Root,” is Mrs. 
Wyncie King; Victoria Mary Sack- 
vile-West, “The Edwardians,” is 
Mrs. Harold George Nicolson; Wil- 
helmina Stitch, “The Golden Web,” 
is Mrs. Ruth Collie. 


New Title Copped 

“Une Paire de Bottes” (“A Pair 
of Boots’), was deemed too vulgar 
a title for a novel by the snooty 
“French Academy” in Paris, to be 
awarded the Brieux foundation, de- 
spite merit. Desirous of appro- 
priating the $1,200 involved, Gaston 
Baudoin, the author, changed the 
title to the ritzier one of “Ariel and 
Caliban,” and landed. 


Stops Spct News 


Spot news coming from the A. P. 
can not be run off on the New York 
“Times” electrica:- ribbon sign, it is 
said. A. P. forbade it. 


“Plain Talk” Only Chance 
“Plain Talk” is set to pass out 
H. K. Fly doesn’t like to see it go 


European Runaround 
By Frank Scully 


On the Continent. 


Eugene Silvain, dean of Comedie Francaise troupers, has been buried 
in the Pere Lachaise, a cemetery that got a lot of publicity recently by 
people objecting to Oscar Wilde’s body being buried there. 

They forget that Wilde had a change of heart in his old days and died 
a Catholic, so he has as much right to be buried in consecrated ground 


as a Cardinal. 


Silvain’s death is universally mourned. 
hardt and was a veteran of the war of 1870. 


He trouped with Sarah Bern- 
He had a Garb definition 


of the difference between an accident and a catastrophe. 
A French actor leaving for America in war time inspired it. 


“If the ship’s torpedoed,” said Silvain, “that'll be an accident. 


If he 


gets to New York alive that'll be a catastrophe.” 


All’s Well That Ends Loneliness 
Two dirt plays in English are set for the boulevardiers. 


“Maya” with signs announcing it “The Banned Play” have been every- 
where for weeks, and “The Well of Loneliness” opens in Paris, Willette 
Kershaw having reduced Ratcliffe Hall's 511 dull pages to three acts 


and 11 scenes. 


Londen critics and Lesbians packed the house the first night. 


“Poor France” Cleaning Up 


Ten billion francs ($400,000,000) spent by culture chumps in France 
last year, a jump of $100,000,000 in two years. 


As French travelers didn’t spend more than $60,000,000 in other coun- 


tries, the net native profit is plenty. 


Of this_sum Americans, despite Wall Street, bad biz and other mi- 
graines, spent about $175,000,000, though more Germans skipped through 
the passport gyp than any other nation. 


Sounds fishy, but it’s official. 


France now has more gold than anybody but U. S. and is better fixed 


because fobs are plentiful. 


So any trouper being asked to take a cut 


because he may be working in “poor France” better push these figures 


under an agent’s schnozzle. 


Peari’s Twir, Doggies 


Pearl White, well heeled and out of pictures, seeing Frenchmen will 
have to do something with their dough, has just bought two nags at 


Deauville. 


Colts are twins called “Tweedledum” and “Tweedledee.” 


Pearl already owns several horses—one, “Open Ditch,” being pretty 
good. Twins cost her a grand and brought at least that much in a week’s 


publicity. 


Sexy Titles Still Coming 
Not many possibilities left in sexy titles, but leave it to the French 


to find one. 


New strip-piece at Moulin Bleu (Blue Mill) called ““Nud’ete.” 


That can mean plain “Nudity,” or it can mean “Naked Summer.” To 
the French, it’s a droll play on words. 


Like Gyps Paying Cop’s Salaries 
Since that day novelists are pretty free to say what they like in Eng- 
land, while playwrights have to support a King’s Reader of Plays. 
They have to pay him ten bucks a play to do it, even if they don’t 


want him to. 
playwright has to fork over. 


Not the public, whom he’s presumably protecting, but the 


If the playwright’s an outlaw, why ask him to pay the cop? 

If the play’s okay, the playwright gets a snooty document certifying 
that in the censor’s opinion the play “does not in its general tendency 
contain anything immoral or otherwise improper. for the stage.” 

In spite of this the Lord Chamberlain still, as a private citizen, can 
change his mind and prosecute the playwright if, later, the piece out- 


rages public morals. 
You can’t get rid of him. 


He has an inside racket. 


He's had his way 


for 250 years and the London stage is no better off than it was before. 


Worse if anything. 


Feotnote to Fame 


Valentino died four years ago. 
in Paris. 


They held a memoriam mass for him 
Twenty old ladies attended. 


the mag would have been held, too, 
no matter how deep in the red, 
Fly hopes he lands a purchaser for 
“Plain Talk,” merely so that it can 
be continued as a memorial to 
Eaton. If no purchaser within a 
month or. so, no “Plain Talk.” 


S. F. Press Ciub Election 
San Francisco Press Club elected 
Joseph L. Cauthorn bus. mgr. of 
“Daily News,” there, president last 
week. He succeeded A. C. Bartlett, 
alw™ of “News.” Mort J. Donoghue 


vice pres; William F. Kilcline, 
sec.; M. E. Cooley, treas; Neil 
Hitt, librarian, with A. C. Bartlett, 


E. C. Pehrens and George North, 
directors, 


“News-Bee’s” Drama Head 
Allen Saunders, former columnist, 
now d.e. of Toledo “News-Bee.”’ Joe 
Collier radio editor on same sheet. 
30th running new columns. . 


Italian Fan Mag 

“Gagliardia,” Italian language mag 
published in San Franciso, will 
move its publication offices to Holly- 
wood. Change also affects the policy, 
with the monthy going 100% pic- 
tures. 

Mag is published by Italo Scaia 
Brini and has been in existence 
three years, circulating among Ita ’- 
ian speakers on the Pacific coast. 


Although it's usually an enter- 
prising mag, “College Humor” has 
only now found out that there are 
a number of rackets prevalent in 
colleges and college life. 

The mag is accordingly paying 
readers $10 for each uncovery of a 


| says the play is pirated and that |} It is quite possible had Eaton lived, | college racket. 


Although Hearst suspended pub- 
lication of “Smart Set,” recently 
turned back to him by James R. 
Quirk, he will not abandon the title. 
It goes on a new mag Hearst in- 
tends publishing around New 
Year's as opposition to “The New 
Yorker.” 

Hearst is said to be flirting with 
Peter Arno, the “New Yorker” 
crack illustrator, for the renovated 
“Smart Set,” and will line up other 
names. Through George H. Doran 
and Ray Long, Hearst can com- 
mand any number of writing nota- 
ble Ss, 

Whittlesey House 

McGraw-Hill’s forthcoming trade 
books will not be issued under its 
imprint, but will be gotten out un- 
der the name of Whittlesey House. 
Named after the late Curtis E, 
Whittlesey, one of the founders of 
the McGraw-Hill organization, 

As previously reported Guy Holt 
will head the McGraw-Hill trade 
book group. Holt sold his interest 
in the John Day Co., an organiza- 
tion which he helped found, to join 
Mciraw- Hill. 

The Whittlesey House books will 
not conflict with the technical and 
scientific ones regularly pubshed 
by McGraw-Hill. There will be no 
fiction. Not that, under any cir- 
cumstances, 

Las Angeles “Daily News,” morn- 
ing tab, will turn book publisher, 
soon. Daily has hired F. G. Browne 
to head its book branch, 

Another indication of the come- 
back of the Western story is the 
change in title of “Triple-X Magae 


zine” to “Triple-X Western,” _ 
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64 VARIETY 


MUSIC_NITE CLUBS_RADIO 


Wednesday, September 17, 1930 


New System of Operation by NBC; 
One Billion in Accessories in 29 


— 


Total sales ef sets and accesories 
last year ameunted to nearly one 
billion in the United States. Ho7 
that compares with other years is 
that from 192¢ to this year, almost 
10 years, the total sales amounted 
to $3,000,000,000 or an average of 
$300,00),000 a year. The 1929 fig- 
ure is the biggest ever reached. 

Figures came out through info 
handed on the run.ored plan that 
NBC would embark on a scheme to 
take over its affiliated stations. This 
was denied despite several of the 
air hangouts over the NBC double 
network have become synchronized 
with affiliated neighbors. This syn- 
chronization is on a simultaneous 
broadcast angle, away from purely 
chain service for all material. 

Info is that other stations sim- 
ilarly positioned as to ownership are 
likewise being synchronized. This 
will reduce the number of local and 
independent’ stations materially. 
Situation is piqued by the first syn- 
chronization already effected. 

The system may be followed by 
Columbia. The CBS situation is dif- 
ferent from NBC's. Latter main- 
tains no position for profit direct. 
CBS is commercial, it is claimed. It 
is owned 50% by Paramount- Pub- 
lix. 

Cost Ranges—$5,000 to $500,000 

Cost of running a station varies. 
Establishing one, runs anywhere 
from $5,000 to $500,000. 
the first five years are the hardest. 

Behind NBC’s no-profit rule is 
the other angie. Set owners need 
tubes and other accessories. On 
those tubes RCA or G. E. or both 
get a royalty. It amounts to 7% 
@n each tube that’s sold by any- 
body through patent rights. in- 
volved. 

The number of stations is dimin- 
ishing every year, it is said. It has 
Wescended from 720 about three 
years ago to less than 570 at pres- 
ent. One reason is that govern- 
ment itself desires fewer. Another 
is that there isn’t enough air to 
distribute properly. This is mak- 
ing it tougher to get licenses. Third 
is upkeep. Fourth is that most 
programs are over a net work now. 


OPPOSISH JEWELERS’ 
COMMERCIAL CBS HOUR 


A new commercial hour called 
“Radio Follies,” and sponsored by 40 
different jewelers, will go over as 
many C. B. S. stations once a week 
for 13 times starting Sept. 25, as the 
first commercial paid for jointly by 
competing commercial firms. Each 
is paying a sum proportionate to the 
station over which its name will be 
plugged to make up the combined 
cost of the 13 programs. 


It is reported the total for the 13 
hours will reach $100,000. 

The hour, which has Eddie Cantor 
as guest artist on the opening 
broadcast, will be the first to credit 
a different commercial company as 
sponsor in each city. The 40 jewel- 
ers interested have contracted for 
the basis 28 C. B. S. stations and 12 
others, all located in one of the jew- 
eler’s towns. The programs will be 
announced as sponsored by the local 
jeweler, with the entire program 
emanating from the C. B. S. studio 
in New York. This will be done by 
retiring Guy Lombardo’s band into 
a partitioned room while announce- 
ments are made, so that all the sta- 
tions can pick up the music while 
the local announcers for the 40 sta- 
tions credit the program locally. 

Jewelry combine engaged 
Hendrik Van Loon, Dutch author, to 
speak over the C. B. S. hook-up 
from his apartment in Amsterdam, 
Holland, on Nov. 14. Idea behind 
the broadcast from Holland is that 
“that country is considered the dia- 
mond center of the world. 

Norman Brokenshire will m. c. for 
the programs. Oct. 2, second broad- 
“Bugs” Bear will be guest 
artist. Weber and Fields are slated 
for the Oct. 24 program. 

Finlay-Strauss will receive credit 
as sponsor in New York. 


Band and Orchestra 
Routes will be found on 


page 70 of this issue. 


BEAUT CONTEST AT 
AM. SOCIETY’S OUTING 


Two day outing given by the 
A.S.C.A.P. at Montauk Point, L. L, 
Sept. 10-11, was the most successful 
ever given by the Society. 

Prizes were awarded to songwrit- 
ers and publishers separately for 
numerous contests like golf fishing, 
and etc. 

They even had a beauty contest. 
In the latter event Marty Siegel was 
first and Irving Ceaser second in the 
songwriter contingent; George Max- 
well first and Jerome Keith second 
in the publisher division. 

The golf tournament was divided 
between A, B, and C classes. In A, 
Milton Ager took first; Walter Don- 
aldson 2d and Henry Santley 3d. 
William McConnell got first for 
catching the biggest fish; Dave 
Ringle first for the biggest catch, 
netting 48 sea bass, while Maxwell 
got the cup for catching the oddest 
sea inhabitant. 

A wrist watch was awarded to 
Gene Buck by John Phillip Sousa as 
the most popular member of the 


atter that | Mike Landau’s Hop Out ~ 


Without Paying Off 


Seven members of Mike Landau’s 
band, at the Oakland Terrace, 
Broadway and 52d street, until Sun- 
day (14) have lodged complaints 
with the A. F. M. (union) against 
Landau, charging hin¥ with being in 
arrears for one week's salaries. 
Boys charge that Landau disap- 
peared with their salaries, amount- 
ing to about $700, the night of Sept. 
, one week before he was to leave 
for Earl Carpenter’s band, current. 
Since then, they complained, no 
trace has been found of Landau. 
Lou Springer, pianist, subbed as 
leader for the week in place of Lan- 
dau. 
The boys tried to get out a war- 
rant for Landau’s arrest, but were 
told by the court that since Landau 
had not stolen directly from them, 
a civil action would be necessary. 
Instead, the boys complained to 
the union. 


92-Yr.-Old Entertainer 
Hurt by Nearby Explosion 


Troy, N. Y., Sept. 16. 

Calvin Dater, 92-year-old radio 
entertainer, was injured last week 
when a terrific explosion in an au- 
tomobile salesroom near his home 
here caused two pictures to fall on 
him while he was asleep in bed, 

The aged entertainer’ suffered 
bruises and shock. The explosion 
shook houses within a five-mile ra- 
dius. 

Clarence (‘“Red’’) Collins, widely 
known motor boat racer, is one of 
the owners of the automobile 
agency, the building of which was 
wrecked by the explosion, 


Flooding Chicago 
Chicago, Sept. 16. 
Spread of the fortune-telling and 
star-reading gag over the air has 
prompted WMAQ, “Daily News’” 
station to start a series to be 
known as “Helping to Happiness 
throught the Horoscope.” 
All inquiries receive a prompt an- 
swer. . 
Leicester Harrison is doing the 
doping. 


WB Subsid. Expanding? 


National Radio, disc subsid of 
Warner Bros., is ambling along an 
expansion campaign. Several new 
execs added. A new sales plan may 
soon be swung. Organization now 
serves about 100 stations. 

Charles E. Isaacson is head of the 
program department. Others added 
include Pat Barnes, former program 
director at WGN, Chicago; Howard 
Way, formerly with WOR; Harry 
Hallon and Cronkheit, former pro- 
gram director for Edison Labora- 


tories. 


Clairvoyant Broadcasts 


They All Know 


Business man sponsoring a 
commercial period on the air 
insisted upon engaging the or- 
chestra, talent and supervis- 
ing the program. 

Sitting in on the final re- 
hearsal he _ interrupted’ the 
playing of a classical number 
by shouting at the conductor 
of the orchestra: “Listen, I'm 
paying for this program; why 
doesn’t that piccolo player keep 
playing?” 


TALKING SHORT 
HELPS SALES 


Concentrated song plug give by 
singing shorts has been found to 
create an additional demand for the 
songs used. 

Shorts where hit songs are used 
are in most instances released after 
the song reaches its peak, as the 
song rarely is picked for the disc 
until it is an established hit. By 
the time it, the short, is produced, 
cut and released the sales are down- 
grade, 

The concentrated plug given the 
song in shorts it is claimed, usually 
creates an additional demand for 
the song and re-establishes interest 
in it. 

Two instances of this are said to 
be the shorts wherein Douglas Stan- 
bury sings “Cottage For Sale,” and 
the short of Ruth Etting singing 
“Dancing With Tears.” 

Both were released after sales on 
the songs started sliding. 
Publishers realize the value of a 
song plug as given by an audible 
short and nctify dealers when the 
shorts will be released in their lo- 
cality. 


AIR GIFT CONTESTS 
ARE UNDER WATCH 


Independent radio stations that 
make a practice of holding contests 
over the air in order to attract 
listeners-in are being closely 
watched by the Federal Radio Com- 
mission with a ruling expected 
shortly. 

A beauty contest comducted re- 
cently by a New Jersey broadcast- 
ing station caused plenty of grief 
when the promoter, whose racket 
was selling coupons to grocery and 
drug stores, took the fence. Stores 
were supposed to issue a voting 
coupon with each dollar purchase. 
Winner proved to be the daughter 
of a grocer who went through the 
phone book and wrote in the names 
and addresses of everybody in 
town. 


1 


THAT COAST CHISEL 


Radio Promoters’ Exclusive Land 
Gyp for War Vets 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

New radio racket is the sale of 
government lands to war veterans 
via the ether. Lands are supposed 
to be in territories loaded with min- 
eral deposits. 

Vets are urged to exercise their 
rights to claim the land, with the 
promoter of the program acting as 
their agent. Agent is willing to do 
all the recording for $2 an acre. 

Gag is that the land can be had 
for approximately $2 a quarter sec- 
tion. There are about 170 acres to 
a quarter. 

After the land has been trans- 
ferred to the buyer, the promoters 
usually chisel in for additional 
dough for assays, contending that 
there’s probably oil or gold some- 
where on the land. 


HERE AND THERE 


Leo Jacobs, formerly with Rem- 
icks, now in 
Davis, Coots & Engel. 


Ted Weem’s orchestra opens at 
the Lowry hotel, Indianapolis, Sept. 
17. Oct. 9 it goes to Roosevelt 
Hotel, Los Angeles. 


With five years of orchestra serv- 
ice at Sherry’s 5th Avenue as his 
sales argument for R-K-O book- 
ings, Nathaniel Cook and band are 
given break in time at Yonkers and 


the Royal, N. Y., Sept. 20. 


pro department of] 


“Spoken Letter” Disc at 
Hague’s Big Fair and 
Novelty Radio Set 


The Hague, Sept. 16. 

For the great fair of Duteh in- 
dustries in Utrecht, the Philips in- 
terests brought out striking 
novelty called “the spoken letter,” 
device, With it individual talking 
machine records may be made upon 
any talking machine, 

Record is made on metal discs of 
aluminum combined in a secret al- 
loy formula, It weighs but half an 
ounce and can be mailed for the 
same price as an ordinary letter. 
Blank discs cost but 4c each. 

Special attachment is offered for 
electric talking machines at a cost 
of $25, with the new records so 
simple to operate, it is declared, no 
instruction is necessary. 

As a counter-attraction the Tele- 
funken Co, brought out a novelty 
radio receiver, without lamps, but 
equipped instead with electron bars 
for which the maker advances im- 
portant claims. Among other things 
the new bars are said to give better 
receptivity and to be proof against 
electric disturbances such as 
thunder storms and “power nets” 
(interference due to near by power 
houses or other factors). 


NBC’s Chi. Branch With 
Edgewater Hotel Contract 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Newly organized orchestra book- 
ing department of N. B. C. here has 
gotten under way. It has come 
through with a $350,000 five-year 
contract to supply bands for the 
Edgewater Beach hotel. 

First music outfit is Phil Spitalny 
band, to the hotel following Marty 
Stone, Oct. 11. Spitalny will go over 
the N. B. C. network, with KYW 
local outlet. 

Besides name bands which the 
western office already has, N. B. C. 
will develop additional outfits into 
names by continued plugging over 
national networks. 


Wis. Civic Roadhouse 


Milwaukee, Sept. 16. 

Beginning Oct. 15, at Brown Deer 
Park, the county park commission 
will experiment with a county 
supervised and controlled roadhouse, 

The Brown Deer clubhouse, in 
which the experiment will be made, 
is one of the most attractive places 
in the vicinity of Milwaukee and is 
valued at $52,000. A dining room 
with tables and a dance floor is be- 
ing arranged. 

The venture comes as a result of 
complaints received by city and 
county officials concerning moral 
tone of public roadhouses. 


— 


Radio’s Picture Lowdown 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Ralph Elvin of WKBF, Indian- 
apolis, is here for two months to 
interview screen celebs. 

Interviews are to be used in 
broadcasts later over his own sta- 
tion. He will go on the air for two 
15-minute periods each week to 
give the lowdown on the colony’s 
players and directors. 


To Insure ‘Moral Tone’! 


BIG REHEARSAL 
CHARGES CUT 
CONTRACTS 


In an effort to cut away from 
abnormal rehearsal charges, radio 
people are planning to place more 
musicians on period contract basis, 

Musicians on the air get $6 an 
hour for rehearsals, while on a con. 
tract basis they play regular or at 
rehearsal regardless if within the 
period time specified. Basis igs 
eight-hour day. 

Rehearsal thing is radio’s biggest 
bane, Nearly every program has 
to be rehearsed over the chains, 
Situation is a difficult one to over- 
come because of type of people and 
subjects involved. 

With some bands the rehearsal 
charge may amount to $1,200 or 
more. Based on some orchestras 
having as many as 40 and 60 mu- 
sicians. Conductors and artists also 
get fee for extra work. 

In nine cases out of 10 the ad- 
vertiser has to pay this charge, 
Some program contracts specify 
kind and nature of _ rehearsals 
needed but most don’t As a rule 
advertisers prefer rehearsals before 
programs and demand them, ac- 
cording to info, it is stated. 


AM. SOCIETY SLIGHTS 
NEGRO SONGWRITERS 


Indignation among the colored 
writing fraternity of New York af- 
filiated with the American Society 
of Composers and Authors when 
the society went on a two days’ 
outing, Sept. 11-12, and none of the 
colored bunch was invited. 

Negro composers who are recog- 
nized as members through classified 
writers according to the alphae 
betical grading in vogue did not une 
derstand why the slight was made, 
Those who live in New York got 
in touch with one another, and 
when all answers were negative, 
the opinion was left the society 
had passed up its colored contin- 
gent compleiely. 


Among some of the Negro com- °* 


posers are William C. Handy, Macio 
Pinkard, Donald Heywood, James 


Johnson, Henry Creamer, Alex, 
Rogers, Luckey Roberts, Spencer 
Williams, Perry Bradford and 
others. 


Pubs Reverting to Stage 
Acts for Song Plugging 


Indications that publishers are ree 
turning to the old style of plugging 
via stage acts are the increasing 
number of song pluggers now back- 
stage. Publishers now are also 
again writing acts as formerly to 
use their numbers. 

Since talking pictures and radio 
publishers passed up acts for plugs, 
not deeming them important. 

Publishers now say the actor plug 
is worth getting. It helped in forme 
er days, when that was the best 
plug they had, and it can help to- 
day. 


Inside Stufl—Music 


the retail counter. 


Final 


film. 


“White Lies” for Confidence 
Confidence has been restored in the pop music trades, it is said, by 
the instantaneous hit and sales of the Donaldson firm’s “White Lies.” 
It’s a popular song (not picture or production). 
has ccnvinced the music men the pop song after all is the backbone of 


It is this angle that 


Brown’s 5 Out of 7 

Previous reports that only one, or none, of Nacio Herb Brown's tunes 
would be in “Lilli,” the Goldwyn-Evelyn Laye picture, are wrong. 
rearrangement of the originally scheduled score shows 
Brown is credited with five of the seven melodies to be rendered in this 


that 


A Good Place to Raise Salaries 

Last week about 160 members of the American Society of Authors, 
Composers and Publishers went to Montauk Point on Long Island, for 
two days to have a good time and raise salaries. 

No one but the 160, with colored members and newspaper men un- 
invited. The newspaper men didn’t care, but the Society will probably 
hear from the colored members later. 

It seems that the Am. Society has a surplus of over $700,000. Whether 
the salary increases will cut into that of course wasn’t mentioned. Not 
even the pubiishers seem to bother. 
$40,000 this year; you get $25,000; you get $20,000; but you know how 
it is. As all of the 160 weren't officers, there were some left who could 
make up their own minds if they had a good time. 


Salaries were raised. 


Raises went this way: You set 
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Music Sheet Sales Picked 
In August—Better Feeling for Fall 


. New York, Sept. 16. 


Silver lining started creeping 
through the music sales during 
August. A noticeable improvement 
was felt by publishers. Majority 
reported the market was better than 
-for many months previously, It 
was accepted as a harbinger of a 
-general improvement in conditions 


‘for the fall. 

. Jobbers say retailers commenced 
showing real signs of action during 
August. One of the largest jobbing 
houses stated that where before 
‘erders were seeping in for only 
three, four or five copies of a song, 
during August the retailers started 
ordering by tens, twenties and 
twenty-fives. 

Jobbers reported an average in- 
crease of about 15% in sales over 
July. 

Race for first place was hot be- 
tween Donaldson’s “Little White 
Lies’ and Villa-Moret’s persistent 
hill-billy, “Springtime in the 
Rockies,’ with the latter winning 
out because of its early lead. 

“Little White Lies” is the surprise 
of the trade in the swiftness with 
which it spurted into first place 
toward the end of August. It looks 
set for first for September. 

This survey is the third monthly 
one in succession with “Springtime” 
on top, 
Positions 

‘Dancing With Tears in My 
Eyes” (Witmarks), second in the 
last survey, drops down one notch 
here. 

Famous is represented with two 
songs, “You Brought a New Kind 
of Love,” from “Big Pond,” third for 
July but fourth in August; and “My 
Future Just Passed,” from “Safety 
in Numbers,” which holds the bot- 
tom rung, although closely pressed 
for that spot by a number of other 
songs selling almost equally as good. 

Berlin gets representation this 
month with “Swingin’ in a Ham- 
mock,” in the fifth spot. 

Feist’s two sellers among the best 
six for July, “Down the River of 
Golden Dreams” and “If I Had a 
Girl Like You,” are both cleaned off 
in this survey, although “Down the 
River” held up strongly and was 
right on the hells of “My Future 
Just Passed” for the bottom rating. 

Other songs quite healthy in Aug- 
ust were Remick’s surprise number, 
“If I Could Be With You Tonight,” 
which came along fast toward the 
close, and Berlin’s “Bye, Bye, Blues.” 

For the first time in six months 
Fischer’s “Stein Song” is omitted 
from the best New York Sells for the 
month. It’s still tenacious and 
among the best sellers for August, 
but not high enough for the first six. 

Discs 

Discs weren’t so hot. Did not 
show the general improvement of 
sheet music, although discs com- 
menced an upward trend the last 
two weeks of August. First two 
weeks were low. Month, in toto, 
dull, although disc companies held 
somewhat of an optimistic outlook, 
basing it on the betterment of con- 
ditions during the last two weeks of 
August. 

Victor had but one record included 
on the previous survey, “Springtime 
in the Rockies,” holding the same 
spot as on the previous rating— 
fourth. “Little White Lies” shot 
into first like a rocket, with Victor 
reporting it its big hit of the mo- 
ment. “If I Could Be With You 
Tonight,” recorded by McKinney’s 
Cotton Pickers, colored, rated sec- 
ond, is the recording that prompted 
Remick’s to go after the song. The 
large Sale of the record convinced 
Remick’s it had something in that 
song, although it was on the shelf 
for four years. 

Surprise Revival 

_Columbia has a surprise number 
rated first. It is the old fav, “Three 
o’Clock in the Mornnig,” done by 
Ted Lewis’ band. “Swingin’ in a 
Hammock” deuce here, fourth for 
July, while “Dancing With Tears,” 
third for July, holds August’s bot- 
rung. “Old New England 

Moon,” deuce for August, Col’s ace 
seller for July, 

Brunswick’s “Hittin’ the Bottle,” 
— Out of a Clear Blue Sky,” both 
— Carroll’s “Vanities,” are on 
Op on this list. They were fourth 
n July, 

: I'm Only Human After All,” ace 

or July, dropped one during Au- 

a _ I Love You So Much,” in the 

bra 1S In the same spot it held in 
© previous survey. 

in a Hammock.” deuce 

case uly, disappears from this, while 

“Inging a Song to the Stars,” fifth 


for July, holds the low in the accom- 
Panying list. 


In Chicago 
Chicago, Sept. 16. 

"sust brought big changes down 
the aaa in position and makeup of 
oo “isc and sheet music leaders. 
se Practically every case the tops 
ae. Switched, with newcomers 
Shoving out old ones. 


In sheet music, “Little White 


Lies” came from nowhere on the 
previous month’s list to the ace 
August position, riding ahead of 
“Springtime in the Rockies,’ which 
dropped sharply, but still held the 
deuce. “Dancing With Tears” also 
pushed down a notch, and finished 
third, slightly in advance of “Swing- 
ing in a Hammock,” another new- 
comer to the best-seller list, and 
showing strong power in the spot. 
“You Brought a New Kind of Love 
to Me” and “Stein Song” fought 
hard to remain on the select list, 
finishing fifth and sixth, respective- 
ly, meaning a drop of two notches 
for both. 
Vanishing Duo 

Two songs dropped entirely from 
view—‘If I Had a Girl Like You” 
and “I’m in the Market for You,” 
fifth and sixth in July. For August 
seventh went to “My Future Just 
Passed” and eighth solidly by ‘“Mon- 
terey,” from “King of Jazz.” 


In the Brunswick discs are 
changes in every slot but the first 
two. They remained “What’s the 
Use?” and “So Beats My Heart,” 
from the previous stanza. “Betty 
Co-ed” shot quickly to third, dis- 
placing “Dancing With Tears” en- 
tirely from the Brunswick lead list, 
while “Swinging in a Hammock” got 
fourth, and pushing “Springtime” 
out. 

“Stein Song,” after a long stay 
on the select line-up, went the way 
of all discs, with “Trees” taking its 
place. 

Another new one, “Sitting on a 
Rainbow,” got the fifth post from 
“Around the Corner.” Gives an en- 
tire new line-up from the third tune 
down the line. Seventh position 
goes to “My Future Just Passed,” 
theme song recording by the Co- 
lonial Club orch. 


Still Stirring 


Columbia showed extreme 
switches, especially the bringing 
back of “Springtime” to lead the 
list, replacing “Rolling Down the 
River.” Second place to a suppos- 
edly dead one for the discs, with 
‘Dancing With Tears” taking the 
spot from “Singing a Song to the 
Stars.” 

Guy Lombardo, whose band re- 
corded the two displaced discs, re- 
mains in the select group with his 
“Swinging in a Hammock.” Ben 
Selvin, after taking first and second 
positions for August, corrals fourth 
spot as well with “Somewhere in 
Old Wyoming,” which shoved “Yel- 
low Dog Blues” out. Ruth Etting 
gives up the ship with “Ten Cents a 
Dance,” Bert Lown’s recording of 
“Bye Bye Blues” going in. Paul 
Whiteman remains the only un- 
changed member of the select list, 
taking his second consecutive No. 6 
with “Old New England Moon.” 


Rudy Vallee 4th 


Waring’s Pennsylvanians got first 
and second in the Victor list, hitting 
with “Little White Lies” first and 
“So’' Beats My Heart” second. This 
smothered “Dancing with Tears,” 
former leader, into third spot, and 
“Springtime,” the August runner- 
up, hanging by its teeth at the bot- 
tom. 

Rudy Vallee stuck on the list for 
another month, but not with his 
“Stein Song,’ which dropped from 
third of July out entirely. Vallee 
took fourth. 

“If I had a Girl Like You,’ “My 
Future Just Passed” and “You 
Brought a New Kind of Love to 
Me,” Nos. 4, 5 and 6 of the previous 
listings, aren’t seen for August, with 
four going to “Betty Co-ed,” while 
the two closers go to one newcomer, 
“Bye Bye Blues,” and the sacred 
“Springtime in Rockies.” 


SYMPHONY SCALE OUT 


Same Time Minneapolis Body Adds 
to Size and Costly Soloists 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 


Signs of the times are found in 
announcement of a reduction in 
prices for Minneapolis Symphony 
orchestra concerts this winter co- 
incident with an increase in the or- 
ganization’s size from 85 to 100 mu- 
sicians and the engagement of more 
notable soloists, including Paderew- 
ski and Madame Jeritza. New scale 
of prices for season tickets (16 con- 
certs) ranges from $10 to $25, com- 
pared to $15 to $30 in previcus sea- 
sons, 

Orchestra is combining Minneap- 
olis and St. Paul concerts and is 
moving from Lyceum theatre here 
and St. Paul Auditorium, where 
rentals were $400 per night, to the 
University of Minnesota Auditorium. 
The latter has been donated to the 
orchestra rent free in return for ad- 
mission price concessions to uni- 
versity students. Auditorium seats 
4,500, compared to 2,500 at Lyceum 
theatre. 


AUGUST MUSIC SURVEY 


THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH REC- 
ORDS GATHERED FROM THE REPORTS OF SALES MADE DURING AUGUST BY THE LEADING 
MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISK DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 


6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music 
Reported by Leading Jobbers 


NEW YORK CHICAGO 
No. 1—SONG “Springtime in the Rockies” (Pop) “Little White Lies” (Pop) 

No. 2—SONG “Little White Lies” (Pop) “Springtime in the Rockies” (Pop) 
No. 3—SONG “Dancing with Tears. in My Eyes”| “Dancing with Tears in My Eyes” 
(Pop) (Pop) 

No. 4—SONG “You Brought a New Kind of Love”| “Swingin’ in a Hammock” (Pop) 
(“Big Pond”) 
No. 5—SONG “Swingin’ in a Hammock” (Pop) “You Brought a New Kind of Love” 
(“Big Pond’) 
No. 6—SONG “My Future Just Passed” (“Safety in| “Stein Song” (Pop) 


Numbers”) 


3 Leading Phonograph Companies Report 6 Best Sellers 


Side responsible for the major sales are onl y reported. Where it is impossible to deter- 


mine which side 


responsible for the sales, both sides are mentioned: 


BRUNSWICK—No. 1 


“Hittin’ the Bottle,” “Out of a Clear 
Blue Sky” (Colonial Club Orch.) 


“What's the Use” (Isham Jones Orch.) 


BRUNSWICK—No. 2 


“lm Only Human After All” (Colonial 
Club Orch.) 


“So Beats My Heart” (Earl Burtnett 
Orch.) 


BRUNSWICK—No. 3 


“1 Love You So Much” (Bob Haring 
Orch.) 


“Betty Co-Ed” (Colonial Club Orch.) 


BRUNSWICK—No. 4 


“Just a Little Closer’ (Tom Cline’s 
Orch.) 


“Swingin’ in a Hammock” (Tom Cline’s 
Orch.) 


BRUNSWICK—No. 5 


“Trees” (Isham Jones Orch.) 


“Sitting on a Rainbow” (Tom Cline’s 
Orch.) 


BRUNSWICK—No. 6 


“Singing a Song to the Stars” (Nick 
Lucas) 


“Trees” (Isham Jones Orch.) 


COLUMBIA—No. 1 


“Three o’Clock in the Morning” (Ted 
Lewis Orch.) 


“Springtime in the Rockies” (Ben Sel- 
vin Orch.) 


COLUMBIA—No. 2 “Swingin’ in a Hammock” (Guy Lom-| “Dancing with Tears in My Eyes” 
__bardo’s Orch.) (Ben Selvin Orch.) es 
COLUMBIA—No. 3 “Old New England Moon” (Paul| “Swingin’ in a Hammock” (Guy Lom- 
Whiteman Orch.) bardo Orch.) 
COLUMBIA—No. 4 “Little White Lies” (Ted Wallace| “Somewhere in Old Wyoming” (Ben 
Boys) we Selvin Orch.) 
COLUMBIA—No. 5 “Bye, Bye, Blues” (Bert Lown Orch.) | “Bye, Bye, Blues” (Bert Lown Orch.) 
COLUMBIA—No. 6 “Dancing with Tears in My Eyes”! “Old New England Moon” (Paul White- 


(Ruth Etting) 


man Orch.) 


VICTOR—No. 1 


“Little White Lies” (Waring’s Penns.) 


“Little White Lies” (Waring’s Penns.) 


VICTOR—No. 2 


“If | Could Be With You” (McKinney’s 
Orch.) 


“So Beats My Heart” (Waring’s Penns.) 


VICTOR—No. 3 


“So Beats My Heart” ( Waring’s Penns.) 


“Absence Makes the Heart Grow 
Fonder” (Bernie Cumming’s Orch.) 


VICTOR—No. 4 


“Springtime in the Rockies” (Hilo 


Hawaiian Orch.) 


“Betty Co-Ed” (Rudy Vallee Orch.) 


VICTOR—No. 5 


“Betty Co-Ed” (Rudy Vallee Orch.) 


“Bye, Bye, Blues” (Leo Reisman Orch.) 


VICTOR—No. 6 


“Bye, Bye, Blues” (Leo Reisman Orch.) 


“Springtime in the Rockies” ¢ 


(Hilo 
Hawaiians) 


2 Best Sellers in Sheet M 


usic 


Publishers are listed in alphabetical order, not according to position their numbers hold 


in the present market. 


PUBLISHER 


Publishers make 
SONG NO. 1 


their own reports 
SONG NO. 2 


Ager, Yellen & B. 


“Song of the Dawn” (“King of Jazz’) 


“Happy Feet” (“King of Jazz’) 


Berlin, Irv. 


“Swingin’ in a Hammock” (Pop) ss 


“Confessin’ That | Love You” (Pop) 


Davis, Coots & E. 


“! Still Get a Thrill” (Pop) 


“Good Evenin’” (Pop) 


De Sylva, Brown & H. 


“So Beats My Heart for You” (Pop) 


Donaldson, Douglas & G. 


“Little White Lies” (Pop) 


“Il Remember You from Somewhere” 
(Pop) 


“My Baby Just Cares for Me” (“Whoo- 


pee”) 


Famous “You Brought a New Kind of Love”| “My Future Just Passed” (“Safety in 
(“Big Pond’’) Numbers”) 

Leo Feist “Down the River of Golden Dreams” | “What's the Use” (Pop) 
(Pop) 

Forster “1 Don’t Mind Walkin’ in the Rain” | “Drifting On to the Avalon” (Pop) 
(Pop) 

T. B. Harms “In Memory of You” (Pop) “I Love You So Much” (“Cuckoos”) 

Jack Mills “With Pleasure” (Pop) “When Vagabond Dreams Come True” 


(Pop) 


Joe Morris 


“Somewhere in Old Wyoming” (Pop) _ 


“Where Can You Be” (“Cheer Up and 


“On the Rainbow Trail” (Pop) 


“Song o’ My Heart” (“Song o’ My 


Red Star 
Remick’s “If | Could Bs with You” (Pop) “How Are You tonight in Hawaii” 
(Pop) 
Robbins “Just a Little Closer” (“Remote Con-| “Singing a Song to the Stars” (“Way 


trol’) 


Santly Bros. 


“When the Organ Plays at Twilight” 
(Pop) 


Shapiro-Bernstein 


“Moonlight on the Colorado” (Pop) | 


Sherman-Clay 


“With You and My Guitar” (“Swing 
High”) 


Out West”) 


“Rollin’ Down the River” (Pop) | 


“Ro-Ro-Rollin’ Along” (‘Near the 


Rainbow’s End”) 


“11.30 Saturday Night” (Pop) 


Witmark & Sons 


” 


“Dancing with Tears 
(Pop) _ 


in My Eyes 


Lombardo’s Name Off 


“Radio 
Follies’ over WABC which begin 
Sept. 26 will not mention Guy Lom- | Roosevelt hotel here, opening last | Dowling, 


Air announcements of 


Johnson Opening Hotel 


Hollywood, Sept. 16 


bardo’s name, although his orches- | week, Johnny Johnson and his Vi 


tra is playing. 


Instead, announce- 


ments will call band the ‘Radio; tan hotel, Denver, and thence 


Follies” orchestra. 


Lombardo is tied up with an ex- | Phoenix. 


clusive contract by manufacturers 


of Robert Burns cigars. 


Associated Jewelers, paying for 


the “Follies,” using 


name with freedom in newspaper 
publicity. 


the Roosevelt. 


“Kiss Waltz” (“Dancing Sweeties”) 


itor recorders go to the Cosmopoli- 


open the new Westward Ho! hotel, 


a Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 
Following their four weeks at the | 


and Danny 
engaged as a _ ballroom 
c- | dance team for the Hotel Roosevelt, 
were cancelled their opening night, 
to | Monday 15), when Dowling 
sprained an ankle. 


Julanne Johnstone 


Johnson succeeded Ben Bernie, 
who switched to the Schroder, Mil- 
waukee, breaking the jump to the 
Lombardo’s | new College Inn, Chicago. 
Ted Weems follows Johnson into 


Writers Come East 
Al Dubin and Joe Burke, Ware 
ners ace songwriters, have made an 
arrangement with Warners te 
| switch to the east until Decembex, | 
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Radio Air Line 


By Mark Vance 


Some of the air m. c.’s are taking 
advantage of the mike to turn loose 
some pretty raw stuff, gags blue 
as indigo. At the rate it has been 
coming from most all of the sta- 
tions some fast censorship will have 
to thunder down on the stations. 

Some of the boys get away with 
murder, thinking it’s funny and good 
for them. It’s too bad perhaps that 
they don’t see the letters that go 
into the stations or hear some of 
the things said where people have 
gathered to listen in, 


Phoney Requests 

Song-pluggers in a wild, mad dash 
to have their leaders either played 
or sung repeatedly have just about 
killed the whole thing. 

Even the gag of the pluggers 
phoning in for a request number 
has played out the patience of the 
announcers and the band men, 
Band leaders are now announcing 
that no more attention will be paid 
to request numbers by phone. 

It got so that a lot of persons 
also phoned not so much as to 
have a certain piece played as to 
get their names mentioned over the 
air. 


Squawk Letters 
With some of the commercials 


EAST »« DUMKE 


WGN CHICAGO 
Originators and creators of Radio’s 
most popular feature, ‘Sisters of the 
Skillet’—a daily feature of WGN 
sponsored by Manor House Coffee. 
Special Songs, Programs and Comedy 
Strips. 

Per Add. 40 E. Oak 
CHICAGO 


having the same periods week after 
week and not diversifying their 
programs to any appreciable extent 
the belief arises that one or two 
of the stations should stage a 
squaywk hour. Announcers might 
read some of the complaints that 
must follow after those broadcasts. 

“Guest stars” are in vogue now. 
Even the big stations permit some 
of their standard periods to offer 
them without worrying what they 
think about it. 


After a deluge of straight and 
serious programs RCA on WEAF 
came down to popular grounds with 
Polly Walker and the High Hatters 
(Joy) as features. Miss Walker's 
voice over nicely. James Melton 
easily showed why he is one of the 
ace tenors on the air. 


‘ Dull WEAF 

WEAF over on a Friday night 
had little. Few highlights and ac- 
cent the “few.” Cities Service about 
the most entertaining, thanks to a 
good orchestra and Jessica Dragon- 
ette’s voice. Clicquot Club. still 
standard, with Harry Reser’s banjo 
the main asset. “Big Guns” a 
stagey affair with plenty of noise. 

R-K-O period showing some im- 
provement. Maintains a better 
average and running more to sys- 
tem, 


On WJZ 

WJZ Friday night’s had a more 
varied layout than its sister sta- 
tion. Early tuners of course hop to 
Floyd Gibbons, Amos ’n’ Andy, and 
“The Rise of the Goldbergs.” Later 
the Naturat Bridge holds attention, 
with Lucille Barrow Turner and 
her Southern impressions. “Un- 
der the Jolly Roger,” sketch, sure 
riddles the air with a lot of deep- 
dyed villainy. Pretty mawkish. 


FEDS USE PUBLICITY 
TO HURT L. A. CAFES 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Nite life is locally demoralized by 
the recent padlock threats on the 
most conservative spots for the sale 
of “‘accessories.” 

Rule now is that there must be 
at least one bottle of water or 
ginger-ale per person, as legal ex- 
cuse for the cracked ice set-ups. 
The cafes will not serve a spoon 
for mixing purposes. 

Publicity, as all over the country, 
erroneously either suggested the 
places were closed or served to 
scare off possibilities of being 
caught in similar raids, ruining 
trade generally. 


LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 


| IRVING AARONSON | 


| THE BRICK TOPS | 


and HIS COMMANDERS 
Special Engagement 
GRANADA CAFE 
CHICAGO 


| PHIL FABELLO | 


and His 
R-K-O Entertainers 


Creators of the Fabello Policy 
R-K-O COLISEUM, New York 
Indefinitely 


| TAL HENRY | 


and His ORCHESTRA 


Victor Records 
Warner Bros.- Vitaphone Artists 
Exclusive Management 


Orchestra Corp. of America 
1650 Broadway. New York 


(JESSE STAFFORD| 


and His ORCHESTRA 
Now in Second Year at 
PALACE HOTEL 
San Francisco 
(Brunswick Records) 
Featuring His and Gene Rose’s 
“TONIGHT” 


[PAUL WHITEMAN| 


“KING OF JAZZ” 
(Universal Picture) 


ARROWHEAD INN 
(For the August Season) 


SARATOGA SPRINGS 
Personal Kep.: JAS. F. GILLESPIE 


(PARISIAN RED HEADS) 
America’s Greatest Girl Band 


En Route Transcontinental Dance Tour 
Permanent Address 
28 West North St., Indianapolis, Ind. 


AL LYNN | 


and His MUSIC MASTERS 
The orchestra with that railroad opening 


Famous Feltman’s, Coney Island 
Now 


RADIO AND RECORDS 


| GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 


GEORGE OLSEN CLUB 
CULVER CITY, CAL. 
VICTOR RECORDS 


|B. A. ROLFE 
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LUCKY STRIKE 
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Waggner Switches 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
George Wagegner, song writer, has 
been placed in charge of the Neil 
Moret Music Co.’s Hollywood office. 
Wagener wrote the lyrics for the 
songs in Gloria Swanson’s current 


release, “What a Widow.” 


From Oboe te Bar 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. 
Sam Wagner, oboeist in the 
Stanley orchestra, has always 
looked forward to the day when he 


could toss his old oboe into the 
ash can, I'or the last four years 
he has been spending his . spare 
time studying law. Saturday he 
was admitted to the bar. 

Intends to stick with the oboe, 
however, until his law school in- 
vestment starts paying dividends. 
He's married and his wife studied 
law with him. 


OLSEN’S 


(Coast) 
Culver City, Sept. 12. 


Olsen’s is still the highlight nite 
spot around Los Angeles, readily 
revealing just why and how he has 
enjoyed a more steady following 
than the other rooms. Unlike the 
Blossom Room of the Roosevelt ho- 
tel, which has Monday for its “big” 
night, or Tuesday, the smart night 
at the Cocoanut Grove of the Ho- 
tel Ambassador; or ritz night on 
Saturdays at the Biltmore; or col- 
legiate nights (Fridays) at the 
other rooms, Olsen’s does big biz 
regularly. 

Still, in this community of vil- 
lagers, there are distinctions, and 
Wednesdays and Sundays fall to 
Olsen’s lot as the big doin’s. Sunday 
is prof. night, starting with the 
early dinner mob; Wednesdays are 
more swanky. 

Olsen has a new show at his Cul- 
ver City roadhouse (the former 
Plantation), which actually runs in 
toto twice the length of the pre- 
vious show through insistent de- 
mands for reprises of the old num- 
bers, particularly the Juliet John- 
son and George Murphy dances. 
These stopped the show cold. 
Olsen has picked his 12 girls 
with a heavy eye to the s. a. As 
he says, the petite kid type is out; 
he has ’em with a little meat and 
possessed of a lot of that “ugh” 
which is a wow for the floor show 
addicts, 

Jack Shutta, 
sen’s) brother, 


Ethel’s (Mrs. Ol- 
registers on the 
comedy division. Sherita Aldon 
from the Royal Hawaiian hotel, 
Honolulu, is one of the neatest hula 
dancers seen around. For one thing, 
she’s the real article and not of the 
10th avenue variety gone haystack. 
Miss Aldon can give lessons to the 
other hula-ers on how to dance 
with her unusually graceful hands 
as much as with her hips.. 

Olsen has a miniature number set 


Along the Coast 


Hollywood, Sept. 13. 
After a flock of Hillbilly numbers 
have permeated the coast, Robbins 
is just coming out with its first, 
“When It’s Moonlight on the Prairie, 
Mary.” Hey! hey! 
Jack Robbins pooh-poohed the 
idea of Billy tunes when out here 
six months ago. 


New Field for Plugs 


Sig Bosley, the Robbins’ ex- 
chequer, set a precedent for the rest 
of the pluggers by doing his stuff at 
a miniature golf course opening re- 
cently. First time the gag was tried, 
and Sig reports there's something 
to it. 

None of the other boys have fol- 
lowed his lead, however. 


Looks like first place for music 
sales is getting a load of competish 
from “Kiss Waltz’ (Witmark), now 


on the stage back and shows the 
band stand proper, which could go 
into celluloid and sound track im- 
mediately as a novelty short. 

The smartest thing about the pac- 
ing of the room is that alternation 
of dance session and number, dance 
set and specialty, etc. Nothing too 
long or too boring, with plenty of 
opportunities for the customers to 
hoof. 

Olsen’s several specialties from 
the Club Richman, New York, and 
other eastern class clubs, trans- 
planted here, are as effective as 
ever, notably the hokum “He's a 
Louse” operatic quartet. 

Olsen himself is the same effec- 
tive personality, possibly more so, 
with a host of picture personalities 
to draw on for any special occa- 
sion. This he is doing heavily these 
days, ballyhooing some picture girl 
as an especial guest of honor, in a 
frank desire to offset the negative 
publicity he received along with 
several other nite places for the 
sale of cracked ice as alleged ‘“ac- 
cessories” for illegal beverages. The 
summoning of his and other places 
resulted in some _ bad publicity 


-which cut into his gross terrific- 


ally. 

Olsen has been doing $11,000 and 
$12,000 on the week and had up to 
a $9,000 “nut” some weeks, which 
resulted in the many  reports— 
which had percolated east—that he 
was doing a swell business, but not 
making money. Sirce then Olsen 
has pruned it down to $5,000, leav- 
ing a healthy margin even with cur- 
tailed business, which, however, 
has since improved. Abel. 


Dise Reviews 
By BOB LANDRY 


Benny Rubin 

(Brunswick 4888) Escalated to 
national prominence via _ talking 
screen, the former, and present, 
vaudevillian comes to Brunswick 
with a pair of his characteristic 
garbled English lectures. 

“Christopher Columbus” is the 
most familiar, and presently includ- 
ed in his vaude turn. His “Health 
Talk,” with burlesque breathing ex- 
ercises, creates some amusing mo- 
ments. 

Children particularly will like 
these recordings. Smart disc stores 
can do some exploiting through 
Rubin’s screen releases. 

Gus Arnheim 

(Victor 22505) Two of Jimmy Mc- 
Hugh's labors on behalf of Metro 
(and Robbins) are indifferently han- 
died. They are “Go Home and Tell 
Your Mother,” dandy melody un- 
fortunately under the stigma of 
thematic emulation of “Thank Your 
Father,” and reversed by “I'm Doing 
That Thing.” 

Other recordings of the same 
numbers will be preferable. 

McKinney’s Cotton Pickers 

(Victor 22511) Pair of screaming 
negroids, “Hullabaloo” and “Baby 
Won't You Please Come Home,” ex- 
clusively for partisans of volume 
rather than devotees of harmony. 
Undistinguished. 

Fred Gardner 

(Okeh 41440) Seemingly new name 
and ticketed as from Texas Univer- 
sity, Gardnerites badly handicapped 
with “Papa’s Gone” and “Loveless 
Love,” two pseudo-melodies that 
give the ear nothing. 

There were moments and passages 
that suggested the boys might have 
some rhythmic ideas of value, but 
this sample itself is primarily a 
formless weakling. 

Paul Whiteman 

(Columbia 2263) Practically none 
of the Whiteman waxings is worth 
a hoot for dancing. It’s just unsat- 
istactory to attempt pedal exercises 
to the flossy Whiteman orchestra- 
tions, weird blendings and more or 
less indifference to the melody 
proper. Whiteman discs are bought 
for listening purposes, with the 
strictly classical buyers making a 
popular exception in this case. 

On the orange-and-blue label this 


time is “Wedding of the Birds,”’ the 


best, and “Song of the Congo.” 
Jim Miller-Chas. Farrell 


(Victor 22509) Pair of the more 
ingratiating crooners make “I'm 
Needing You,” pip selection. “Un- 
der Vesuvian Skies” on the reverse. 
Agreeable vocal twosome. 


Irving Kaufman 

(Perfect 12636) Most prolific of 
the 3-for-$1 tenors brings out two 
of the Jolson warblings from “Big 
Boy.” Easy leadership goes to “To- 
morrow Is Another Day.” 

Some of the sappiest, tritest and 
most uninspired lyrics heard in 
many a talking picture are found in 
“Little Sunshine,” asinine  senti- 
mentality. 


Sam Cole’s Cornhuskers 

(Perfect 11305) Records of this 
type keep the contact open with the 
great American backwoods. “In 
1992” has punch lines referring to 
the probability of moonshine and 
farm relief still being problems at 
that date. 

An ingrained taste would be nec- 
essary to tolerate more than the 
opening part of “In Dear Old Ten- 
nessee.”’ 

Jungle Band 

(Brunswick 4887) Although more 
or less the type of jazz played in 
Harlem hotcha or chop suey caba- 
rets, this outfit tempers volume with 
a certain tonal sweetness. For their 
consideration many ears will thank 
them. 

“Cotton Stomp” and “Wall Street 
Wail” are typical of the tunes con- 
stantly being written and recorded 
but seldom seen in sheet music 
form. 

The Cavaliers 

(Columbia 2267) Billed as waltz 
experts and disseminating a pair of 
same, “All Through the Night” and 
“The Kiss Waltz’ the net results 
lingers somewhere around okay. 
But that’s all, 


trailing “White Lies” (Donaldson) 
The pop waltz is gaining in impetus. 


Blossom Room at the Roosevelt 
isn’t getting a chance to warm up 
these days. Johnny Johnson, who 
succeeded Bernie last week, blowg 
soon in favor of Ted Weems. 


Max Fisher's former cafe on Wil- 
shire is now a straight eating spot, 
New management has no intention 
of putting in any kind of music, 
song pluggers’ rumors to the con- 
trary, 


Highfalutin’ Ideas 


Although the songwriters’ heydey 
in Hollywood is a memory currently, 
some of the wives of tunesmiths 
still holding on to contracts have 
highfalutin’ ideas. One of them re- 
cently turned down a high and 
handsome home in the hills because 
there wasn’t a room big enough for 
ballroom festivities, 


Exodus of music offices from Hol- 
lywood back to Los Angeles is on, 
De Sylva, Brown & Henderson are 
back in the Majestic building, leav- 
ing only Harms and Witmark hold- 
ing the fort in Hollywood. 


Louis Armstrong, colored trumpet 
tooter at the Cotton Club, is giving 
George Olsen a run for Culver City 
money. Biz at the colored spot has 
gone up in spurts, and Armstrong's 
options have been picked up twica 
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Chautauqua Worst Season 


Has Hymn-Singing Showmen 
Worrying About Future Gravy 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Cnautaugua and lyceum business 
sor what remains of it—suffered 
one of the most disastrous years in 
its 70 odd seasons. Closing of the 
annual International Lyceum 
& Chautauqua Association conven- 
tion at Winona Lake, Ind., Sept. 6 
prought out the unwelcome news 
that most towns rebook. 
Nor would any agree to come ‘across 
with the usual guarantee of $2,000 
for a $950 a week show. 

The average take of the chatty 
business this year dropped to some 
$50,000. A few years ago various 
pureaus were running well over five 
million for the same period of time. 

In an effort to keep from an abso- 
Jute washout the business went and 
is going to the legit and vaude field 
for talent. 

Such recognized acts as the Her- 
nandez Bros., De Wolf Hopper, 
Bairnsfather, Michael Strange, Ar- 
thur Guiterman all have trouped, 
or are set to give the Chautauqua 
or lyceum a whirl. Some like these 
mentioned are asking, and receiving, 
real dough. They are being, used in 
the hopes it will pull the biz out of 
the ditch. 

Cheap Vaudeville 

A host of second string acts are 
being engaged. Such attractions, 
as a bereted guy and a box of 
pigeons, on which he counts the 
feathers and-tells what they are for, 
and why the pigeons alway: come 
back to the spot where the grain 
is spread; or a femme and a man 
rolling plates out of clay dug up 
along the roadside on the way in 
town, are definitely out. The chaut 
guys say so themselves. They are 
hiring in the place, comedy turns 
fro the old 10, 20 days. 

Originally Chautauquas and ly- 
ceums had their start in America 
when the small towns didn’t have 
transportation, radios and picture 
shows. Then it was possible to bring 
in a bunch of lecturers, one or two 
singers, and call them entertain- 
ment. 

It’s so different now! 

Same guy, however, in an aside, 
also said nebody cared and wouldn’t 
drop in the hat when passed. 


Pony Golf Big Enough 
For Racket Squeeze 


Milwaukee, Sept. 16. 

Running blind ads in Sheboygan 
papers for agents for the American 
Miniature Golf Association, an in- 
dividual who called himself F. 
Scott, obtained about $400 from 
those who answered the ads and 
then disappeared. 

Scott explained he had two propo- 
sitions. He was the representative 
of big bootieg syndicate and he 
was looking for men to collect for 
liquor that had been delivered—they 
would not be asked to sell or deliver 
—just collect. 

The other scheme dealt with the 
baby golf idea. Here also men were 
wanted to collect funds and deliver 
them to th? proper person. 

Scott told come-ons to put up 
cash bonds. His starting bond was 
$400 but he took as little as $25. 


Corn Palace Line-Up 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 
Corn Palace festival at Mitchell, 
So. Da., beginning Sept. 29 will fea- 
ture the “Frivolities of 1930,” pro- 
duced by the William Morris office 


here. Show will include Lomas 
Troupe, O’Connor Family, Emily 
and Romaine, Johnny Perkins, 


Dennis Sisters and Marie Peterson’s 
ballet of 16, together with an or- 
chestra of 14. 

Sam Bramson will supervise the 
Production, with Geo. Wood acting 
as stage director at Mitchell. 


Lion Roams Grand Stand 


; Altoona, Sept. 16. 
A lion escaped from the cage un- 
noticed Guring a fireworks display 
Siven in connection with the fair at 
Port Royal, and sat for some min- 

Utes in an unlighted grandstand. 
oe by a small boy and at first 
Cught to be a dog, the animal 
_, a hurried exit from the 
State troopers assisted the 
‘mal men in recapturing the 


t. 


GOLD MEDAL FLOPPO 


Stranded and Scattered After Ter- 
rible Season 


Richmond, Ind., Sept. 16. 

After vainly trying to raise rail- 
road fare the 20 car Gold Medal 
carnival, owned by Harry E. Bil- 
lick, of Rockford, il, folded here 
last week. Outfit was billed as 
“America’s Foremost Amusement 
Enterprise.” 

The carny had been playing in 
the red all season. Cars, rides and 
other material that could be grab- 
bed by creditors, left the 150-odd 
personnel in town with only their 
keysters. 

Harry 
agent. 


Noyes was the general 


Carnival Man Murdered 


Louisville, Sept. 16. 

C. R. English, 33, baker for the 
California whale exhibit of the 
Rubin & Cherry shows, which con- 
trolled the concessions and played 
here last week at the annual Ken- 
fucky State Fair, was murdered by 
an unknown assailant. 

He had ordered a group of Ne- 
groes to leave the branches of a tree 
near the exhibit, and during the 
free for all that followed he is re- 
ported to have struck one with a 
walking stick, following which an- 
other hit him from behind with a 
wagon tongue. 

English had been with the troupe 
only two weeks. He was an expe- 
rienced carnival spieler and a native 
of Los Angeles. 


Carnivals 


(For current week, Sept. 15-20, when 
not otherwise indicated.) 

Ajax, Martinsville, Va. 

Alabama, Grossville, Tenn. 

America Expo., Oakland, Mad. 

Barnhart, Osceola, Ia. 

Bee, Lebanon, Tenn. 

Bernardi Greater, Elizabeth City, N.C. 

Brundage, La Cross, Wis. 

Bunts, Wise, Va. 

Cetlin &, Wilson, Lexington, Va. 

Clark, Chowchilla, Cal. 
ooo Bros., Rome, Ga.; La Grance, Ga., 
22-27. 

Conklin & Garrett, Nelson, B. C. 

Crafts, Pomona, Cal. 

Dailey Bros., Sardis, Miss. 

Dixie Expo., Ridgely, Tenn. 

Dixieland, Cotton Plant, Ark, 

Douglas, Charlotte, Va. 

Fleming, Humboldt, Tenn. 

Glick, Allentown, Pa. 

Gray, Timpson, Tex. 

Gray, Royal. New Braunfels, Tex. 
Greenburg, Nephi, Utah. 

Hames, No. 1, San Angelo, Tex., 22-27. 
Hames, No. 2, Grapeland, Tex. 

Henke's, Watertown, Wis. 

Hildebrand’s United, Moro, Ore., 12-13; 
Prin lyre 5-9 


Prin ) 15-21. 

Howey & Gibson, Kentland, Ind. 

Isler, Holdenville, Okla. 

Jones, Nashville, Tenn. 

Ketchum’s, Troy, N. C. 

Krause Greater. Asheville, N. C, 

Lang, Springfield, Ill. 

Leggette, Poteau, Okla.; Hope, Okla., 22- 


Loos, Greenville, Tex. 
Melville-Riess, Roanoke, Va. 
Miami Expo., Cordele, Ga. 
Miss. Valley, England, Ark. 
Morris & Castle, Tulsa, Okla. 
Murphy, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Naill, Roxton, Tex 

Ormsbee, Cambridge, Md. 
Page, Calhoun, Ga. 

Pearson, Illmo, In. 

Rice Bros., Newbern, Tenn. 
Rice-Dorman, Hugo, Okla. 
Rock City, Logansport, Ind. 
Rogers, Bros., Pueblo, Colo 
Rubin & Cherry Mode!, Durham, N. C 
Rubin & Cherry, East St. Louis, Il. 
Saviige, Central City. Neb. 

Seott’s. Bridgeport, Neb. 

Shive & Christ, De Kalb, Miss 
Southern Superior, Poplar Bluff, Mo. 
Speroni, Roseville, Tl. 

Weiss, Allentown, Pa 
Western, J. W., Pulaski, Tenn. 
Wortham’s, C. A., Hutchinson 


Kan. 


Circuses 


Ringling- Barnum 
t. 17, San Angelo, Tex.; 318, Temple; 
19, Gainesville; 20. Wichita Falls; 22, 
Dallas; 23, Ft. Worth; 24, Waco; 25, Aus- 
tin; 26, San Antonio, Tex. 
Sells-Floto 
Sept. 17, Anderson. 8. C.; 18, Columbia, 
S. C.; 19, Augusta, Ga.; 20, Athens, Ga. 
Al G. Barnes 
Sept. 17, Corpus Christi, Tex.: 18, San 
Benito; 19, Brownsville; 20, McAllen, Tex. 
Sparks 
Sept. 17, Moultrie, Ga.; 18, Valdosta; 19, 
Douglas; 20, Vidalia, Ga. 


Bob Le Mar Out 
Chicago, Sept. 16. 
Morris & Castle carnival @id not 
renew the contract of Bob Le Mar, 
general agent for 1931. 


Civic Hall May Install 
Portable Winter Golfette 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 

G. lL. Adams, manager of the 
municipal auditorium has_ an- 
nounced tentative plans to install a 
pee-wee golf course. 

He has invited Jack Redmond, 
nationally known trick golfer now 
interested in miniature golf courses, 
to visit here and look over the audi- 
torium with a view to installing one 
or more such courses and a driving 
range for winter use. 

The equipment, of course, would 
have to be portable so that it could 
be removed to make way for con- 
ventions and meetings requiring the 
space. 

Incidentally, winter indoor golf 
courses are springing up all around. 


FAIRS CANCEL 
ACTS—AGENTS 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Fair managers have turned from 
the regular fair booking agencies 
for the grandstand attractions and 
are going to the straight vaude of- 
fices. They claim the public is tired 
of trick jumping horse and dog acts. 
Many, alarmed at the flop of the 
early fairs, have cancelled their 
present contracts and are rebook- 
ing. 

Most are swinging to musical 
comedy offering, which can now be 
shown very satisfactorily with a 
loud speaker system. 

Change has been very noticeable 
in the middle west, nearly all of 
whom are now booking talent in- 
stead of animal acts. 

Dallas fair this year has booked 
“Sons o’ Guns” show intact for a 
seven-day showing, while the Corn 
Palace festival at S. Dakota is stag- 
ing the “Frivolities of 1930” from 
the William Morris office. 

Radio Names 

In the South a number of fairs 
are after name acts, figuring with 
the aid of radio they can draw more 
biz to the grandstand than with 
the old style attractions. 

The season just closing has been 
a tough one onethe straight fair 
agencies, with many of them los- 


ing commissions because of small 
attendance. Others have sued for 
their bit. 


CARNIVAL GATE A FLOP 


Gate fee carnivals flopped plenty 
this season. A count up shows. 

A number of shows that went out 
last season won't even start next 
year through operators being so 
heavy in the red it is doubtful if 
they even attempt to liquidate the 
outstanding indebtedness. 

Ride men are alse passing up the 
carnival hook ups for next year 
after a notoriously bad ’30 season. 
The ride owners intending to stick 
in the racket next year are angling 
for stationary stands in parks or 
other fixed stands. 


Sue Circus for Auto Crash 


Winston-Salem, N. C., Sept. 16. 

Sells-Floto circus was attached 
Saturday night after two suits for 
$40,000 damages had been filed 
against the show in Durham, N. C. 

Circus bonded the writ as usual 

Suits brought by Frank Morris 
and George Jackson, local men, in- 
jured when an auto in which they 
were riding crashed into a circus 
wagon near West Durham Wednes- 
day night (10). The plaintiffs 
claimed there was no light on the 
wagon. 

Morris is suing for $30,000 and 
Jackson seeks $10,000. 


Restraint of Trade 


London, Can., Sept. 16. 

At the Western Fair last week 
here, there was a medicine man 
with a concession on the midway 
who painted the horrors of hotdogs, 
the terrors of hamburges and the 
penalties of peanuts in such vivid 
forms that other concessionaires 


said he ruined their business. 
They filed a petition of protest 
headed by the refreshment and food 
concessionalires. 
Fair promised there won't be any 


medicine men at next year’s fair. 


Obituary 


ALEX. C. ROGERS 


Alex. Claude Rogers, 54, colored 
lyricist and a partner in the music 
publishing firm of Rogers & Rob- 
erts, New York, died Sept. 14 at his 
home, 386 Cumberland street, 
Brooklyn, of heart trouble. 


Rogers was born in Nashville and 
started his career as a minstrel, 
coming north with a_ traveling 
troupe in 1902. Later he turned his 
attention to writing, and was suc- 
cessful in collaborating with Will 
Marion Cook (colored) in four of 
the Williams and Walker shows, 
namely, “In Dahomey,” “Bandanna 
Land,” “Abyssinia” and ‘Mr. Load 
of Coal.” 

About 15 years ago he joined 
Lucky Roberts, and they turned out 


IN FOND MEMORY OF 


FREDERICK E. BELCHER 


who died Sept. 11, 1919 
Jerome Keit 


many numbers and shows, including 
two which John Cort produced, 
‘Sharlee” and “Go-Go.” In addition 
to the musicals they turned out 
special material for Moran and 
Mack and the late Nora Bayes. 
Another of the Rogers & Roberts 
shows was “Baby Blues,” and their 
last produced work was “Magnolia,” 
which was short-lived as a Broad- 
way production. 
Rogers’ wife, 
former actress, 
were no children. 
The funeral will be held from the 
Rogers home in Brooklyn tomor- 
row (18) afternoon at 1 o’clock. 


FRED J. WARREL 


Fred J. Warrel, 60, manager 
Sells-Floto circus, now in the south, 
died suddenly early Saturday (13) 
in the car of the circus train en 


Lavina Rogers, 
survives. There 


In Memory of My Friend 


BEN NEE ONE 


Honorable Wu 


route from Charlotte to Winston- 
Salem, N. C. Mr. Warrel had suf- 
fered a stroke of apoplexy in his 
stateroom. 


Mr. Warrel was able to call a 
physician, but died before any 
medical aid could be given. 


The body was taken to Sorth 
Bend, Ind. 


Mr. Warrel, born in Chicago, 
made his first circus eonnection 
with Ringling Bro. 20 years ago. 
When Ringlings took over the B. & 
B. show Warrel was made its man- 
ager and two years ago was as- 
signed to Selis-Floto show as man- 
ager. 

Wife and two sons survive. 


JAMES TRAVERS 


James Travers, 40, theatre man- 
ager, died suddenly of heart trouble 
in Elizabeth, N. J., at 1 a. m., Sept. 
14. Mr. Travers was apparently in 
excellent health up to Thursday 
when he complained of a pain 
around his heart. Later he was re- 
moved from his home to the hos- 


IN SAD AND LOVING MEMORY OF 


JOHNNY COOKE 


who departed thie life Sept. 8, 1930 
HIS LOVING WIFE, MAMIE 


pital where a second attack proved 
fatal. 

Mr. Travers some years ago was 
assistant manager to William 
Quaid, at Proctor’s 5th Ave., New 
York. He had managed the Fox 
Liberty theatre in Elizabeth for 
seven years. 

A widow and two children sur- 
vive. 


OSCAR RUF 


Oscar Ruf, 61, vaude performer, 
died at Chicago, Sept. 9. Ruf made 
his first professional appearance 
with Bill Hickey, as Hickey and 
Cole. He married Madeline Cusick 
in 1900, and between that date and 
1920, appeared with his wife as 
tuf and Cusick, 


Widow and three children sur- 
vive, of which one, Franz Ruf, is 
the only professional. 


Burial in Chicago, from the Holy 


Name Cathedral, on Sept. 12. 


MILTON SILLS 

Milton Sills, 48, tilm star, died 
suddenly in Santa Monica, Cal, 
Sept. 15, of heart trouble while 
playing tennis with his wife, Doris 
Kenyon, 

A news story of his demise ap- 
pears in the picture section of this 
issue. 


TOM LINTON 


Tom Linton, 50, vaudevillian, died 
of pneumonia Sept. 10 at his home 
in Shandaken, N. Y. Linton headed 
many production acts, notably 
“Home Town Follies.” 

Widow and mother survive. 


James D. Proudglove, 50, musical 
director, died at Spring Lake, Mich., 
Sept. 4. He had been with many 
shows out of both Chicago and New 
York. He had just returned to his 
summer home in Michigan from 
New York when stricken. , 
Widow, Adelaide Melnott, sur- 
vives. Burial at Spring Lake. 


Thais Baer, 14 months old, died 
Sept. 8 while on location for Pathe 
on the Painted Desert, Ariz. 
Baby was playing the part of 
Wiliam Boyd as an infant in 
“Painted Desert.” This was its 
fourth screen appearance. 

Child’s mother was with her at 


In Commemoration of Our 
Beloved Father 


WILLIAM KEENA 


Who passed away Sept. 4, 1930 
Three Keena Sisters 


death. Father is a Glendale archi- 
tect. 


Sidney T. McDonald, 49, theatre 
megr., died in Seattle, Wash. Aug. 
29. He was onceé associated with 
E. H. Hulsey in operating Queen 
theatre in Galveston, Interment in 
Galveston, 


Ben Garetson, of Fox Theatres ad- 
vertising staff, died Sept. 12, fol- 
lowing an operation. Prior to join- 
ing Fox he was with Talking Pic- 
ture Epics. 

He was in eharge of advertising 
and publicity, New Jersey division, 
Fpx Theatres. Survived by widow, 


The father, 72, of Alan Crosland, 
picture director, died Sept. 12 in 
Hollywood after an operation. He 
came here recently from New York. 

Tom Mintz, 24, property man for 
the Hal Roach Studio, died in 


IN MEMORY 


of Our Dear Sister 


MARY REILLY 


Who departed from this world 
Sept. 26, 1927 


Louis and Adele Cohen 


Hollywood Sept. 14 from injuries 
received when he fel! off his horse. 


Nathan Ehrlich, 28, employed in 
Pittsburgh branch of Pathe for two 
years, died in Albany, N. Y., Sept. 8. 

The father of the three Keena 
Sisters, waude, died Sept. 4 in Chi- 
cago. 


BILL CONWAY, MGR. 


Dan Odom Moving From Hagen- 
beck-Wallace Next Season 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Understood here that Bill Con- 
way, who protected John Ringling 
interests on the Hagenbeck- Wallace 
circus this year, will be manager 
for 1931. Conway was formerly po- 
liceman on the Ringling circus. 

Dan Odom, who was manager 
this year, is slated to take the 
headman job on one of the other 
shows. 


WIS. FAIR TOPS ’30 
Miiwaukee, Sept. 16. 
According to figures released by 
talph Ammon, manager of the Wis- 


consin State Fair, receipts were 
$25,000 better than they were last 
year. 


Total of 233,426 persons attended 
in addition to 40,0060 on the grounds 
Sunday, day before the fair opened, 
More persons came to the fair by 
auto than ever before, 19,930 cars 
having been recistered—3,300 more 


than the year before. 
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Englewood 


There must be something to 
vaude, the way these south side bar- 
gain hunters regularly jam _ this 
house every Tuesday evening for 
the R-K-O preview. 

And the bookers and agents are 
still running up and down the aisies 
looking for spots to park the body, 
since the order to throw the re- 
served row open to the public. 

Show started slowly and ended 
strong. George Harada, Japanese 
bike rider, had a tough time with 
the first spot. His act is too slow, 
poorly routined, and even his diffi- 
cult stunts are somehow meaning- 
less. Also little can be said for 
Jimmy Pinto and Co. Three-act, 
with delivery oke, but needs better 
talk. They do better with their 
accordion stuff. Pinto is still using 
a vibratory trunk as a bass violin, 
only this one is smaller than his old 
one. 

Irving O’Dunne and his femme 


partner came down from the Palace }: 


to do a guest act, and was big with 
his comedy chatter. 

Gym Jam Girls is a dance flash 
that has possibilities. 
a boy hoofer, with the dames cover- 
ing practically every dance routine, 
acrobatic, tap, chorus line, and all 
done sincerely. Flash stands out 
somewhat, due to the fast tempo of 
the dances. But act needs better 
staging and dressing. 

Hendrix and Baldwin, two men, 
one as femme impersonator, in 
blackface. Talk doesn’t hold up, 
and after oke opening drops badly. 
Haines Twins are two blond girls 
that have personality, neat pipes, 
and who play instruments of the 
banjo type. ' Quiet but pleasing turn, 
definitely of the Llub entertainment 
style. Only one needed improve- 
ment—better costumes. 

Bernard (“Bunny’’) Granville and 
Neely Edwards are doing the old act 
that was Flanagan and Edwards. 
It's “Off and On“ (New Acts). For 
the Englewood not particularly riot, 
but where these standard perform- 
ers are known, prospects better. 

Marie Vero a few years ago was 
an awkward kid with sensational 
pipes and billed as the “R-K-O Dis- 
covery.” In a couple of years she’s 
wearing long dresses and getting 
over with a demure personality. She 
Sings pop, semi-classical and oper- 
atic tunes. And at the Englewood, 
where they have been taught by 
burlesque’ hoke to laugh at vocal 
coloratura gurgles, they sat evi- 
dently pleased. 

Greene and Clifford have a good 
roughhouse hoke act, which was a 
wow following the arty Miss Vero. 
Eccentric drunk hoofing was the 
standout, with the dame’s warbling 


bit better if tuned down slightly. 
Mildred’s Gang, 10-piece girl band, 
held the tired crowd easily at the 
close. Act is paced speedily, moving 
from bit to bit with no let-up. 
Hoofer tosses off a couple of rou- 
tines between numbers, while Mil- 
dred contributed a violin dance. 
“Cheer Up and Smile” (Fox), fea- 


ture. Pathe News. 
Regal 
Section of Chi, from which the 
Regal draws its trade, goes in 


strong for a diet of hog chittlings. 
One femme, just up from below the 
Mason- Dixie line, went into a mar- 
ket and asked for the unusual 
delicacy like this: 

“Is you-all got any hog ehittlens?” 

“IT ain't said I ain’t is I,” wise- 
cracked back the grocery man. 


ion, Ill., has been converted into a 
combination dance hall and wee golf 
course, 


Jack De Forest has come to Chi- 
cago dickering for a stock house. 


Don Bestor returns to the Wm. 
Penn hotel, Pittsburgh, Oct. 6. 


Russ Walker i8 announcing over 
WBBM. Switched from KMOX, St. 
Louis. 


Regent, on Sheridan road, taken 
over by Essaness chain last week. 


Local office of the Music Corp. of 
America is handling a complete 
radio show for the Lucien Le Long 
perfume company over WBBM be- 
ginning Oct. 1. 


Jack “Slim” Lewis now at the 
Cook County Tubercular Sanitarium, 
Chicago. 


Pop price fighting will be tried at 
the Coliseum this fall by Geo. Fer- 
guson, First match Nov, 22. Fight- 
ers not selected. 


With Al Jolson’s “Big Boy” play- 
ing next door at the Oriental, the 


Six girls and | 


Hotel KNICKERBOCKER 


Opp 
Walton PI., just East of Michigan 
Special Rates to the Profession! 
Coffee Shop—Dining Room— 
Smart Cosmopolitan Atmosphere 
Finer Rooms—Lower Rates 


otherwise indicateo 
follows and on pages! 


BRONX 
BROOKLYN 
CHICAGO 
CLEVELAND 
DALLAS ....... 
DENVER... 
DES MOINES...... 
INDIANAPOLIS 
MILWAUKEE 


ee 71 


71 


CORRESPONDENCE 


All matter in CORRESPONDENCE refers to current week unless 


The cities under Correspondence in this issue of Variety are as 


MONTREAL 
NEW 
ST. LOUIS...... 
SARANAC LAKE............. 714 
SAN ANTONIO............... 71 
SAN FRANCISCO............ 71 
TOLEDO 


71 


Most all of them at heart are 
actors and actresses, and as a try- 
out house no sweeter spot could be 
picked than the Regal. Each act 
goes on and off, with the firm con- 
viction they are the world’s great- 
est. And they pack and jam the 
Regal each Thursday to get in on 
the extra five acts. 

This week’s offering got open 
with Harvey, Stanley and Harvey, 
three boy hoofers. The best of the 
act is a pansy single number by one 
of the lads. 

Werner and Norton, girl and man 
hoke turn, needs plenty of fixing. 
Femme’s singing should be stopped. 

Peg Jones, in an old soldier char- 
acter bit, spotted third, has a neat 
turn. His crooning pleases and his 
acrobatic mumber strong. Peg 


When in Chicago 
Visit These Hits 


R-K-O WOODS 
KEN MURRAY 


In “LEATHERNECKING” 


Fun that will entertain the whole 
world in this absolutely riotous com- 
edy 

Scenes in glorious technicolor. 


SEI WYN Matinees Thursday 


and Saturday 
Geo. Choos & Jack Donahue Present 


“LOST SHEEP” 


(By arrangement with Marion Gering 
and Oscar Serlin)- 
“A Hilarious Comedy with a New 
Idea” 


stopped the show with his one- 
legged dance. ‘Man, that’s some- 
thing, I mean,” yelled the crowd. 
Rene and Laura, two femme 
adagio dancers, have an unusual 
turn titled a “Rhapsody in Blue.” 
Ralph Cooper's orchestra didn't click 


well with the girls, but they got 
over. The turn is the sort that is 
great background for a de luxe 
picture house presentation. As a 


vaude turn a bit too draggy. 

Don Tranger and Co., six musi- 
cal boys, with Tranger giving his 
idea of Tom Brown and the Six 
Brown Bros., and Ted Lewis O. K. 
Boys play saxs as the background. 
Just fair. 

Regular stage show consisted of 
a tab titled the “Melting Pot,” with 
dancing black-outs and_= singing 
featured. Dancing of Ralph Cooper, 
who is also the m. c., was one of the 
high lights. Cooper, during the 
try-outs, works hard with the acts 
and seems to want every act to stay 
over a week with him. All great 
stuff for the acts, the audience and 
the bookers looking on. 

Capacity biz at the night show, 
with “Big House” (MG), featured. 


William Jewel and Margie Rob- 
ertson are opening their own stock 
at Sandusky, O., Sept. 23. 


Air business being slightly off, the 
Universal Airways hangar at Mar- 


HOTEL LORRAINE 


CHICAGO 


SINGLE ROOM, 
DOUBLE ROOM, BATH, $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
DOUBLE WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 WEEKLY 


LEONARD HICKS, President 


BATH, $2.00 UP 


LINDY’S 


IN CHICAGO 


RESTAURANT 


On Randolph Street 


Is Home, Sweet Home, to the Profession 
A Good Place to Eat and Meet 


MINNEAPOLIS ...........--- 68| WASHINGTON .............. 68 
“f ain't ax you ain't you is I, I| grind Randolph played “Sonny 
ax you ain’t you, is you?” Boy.” 


Orpheum, Green Bay, Wis., re- 
opens with five acts Sept. 19, booked 
by local Morris office. 


Bob O’Brien is new orchestra 
leader at the State-Lake, replacing 
Sam Haase, who moved to the Pal- 
ace. 


NEW HAVEN 


By H. M. BONE 


Shubert — ‘‘Mr. Gilhooley” (Helen 
Hayes}. 

Hy perion— Dark. 

Paramount -— “‘Anybody’s Woman'’’— 


Publix unit. 
Fox-Poli—‘“‘Song My 
M. Idea. 
Roger Sherman—‘Holiday.” 
Fox-Bijou—“‘Common Clay.” 


Heart"—F. & 


Shubert opens after settling sal- 
ary dispute with local musicians. 
Manager Eldridge met union de- 
mands. 


The gyp lyric sheet has hit New 
Haven. A dime a copy. 


Par has scored a Saturday mat. 
beat on other houses. Additional 
feature of Rin-Tin-Tin in weekly 
series (shown only from noon till 
3 p. m.) brought 1,000 extra kids 
first week. 


De luxe houses completed big 


week all around. Roger Sherman, 
showing “Western Front,” almost 
equalled house record held by 
“Sweetie.” Par, with “Animal 


Crackers,” did about the same as 
“Cocoanuts” in spite of heavy local 
competition. Fox-Poli packed them 
with “Common Clay.” 


“Roadside” (Arthur Hopkins) 
billed for Shubert 3 days, starting 
Sept. 22. 


Kearney Walton, former director 
of Cheerleaders Quartet, playing 
Publix, engaged as m. c. at Par for 
one week. 


“Common Clay” held over second 
week, but transferred from. Fox- 
Poli to Fox-Bijou. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Metropolitan — “Strictly Dishonorable” 
(road show). 


Shubert — Private Affair’’ 
(Bainbridge Stock). 

Minnesota — ‘Follow Thru”; Publix 
unit, “Coney Island.” 

R-K-O Orpheum—"Little Accident’’; 


vaude, 
Gayety—‘‘Ripples of 1930" (Stock Bur- 
lesque). 
Century—‘‘Animal Crackers” (3d wk.). 
State—‘“‘Dough Boys.” 
Lyric—-‘‘Numbered Men.” 
Aster—‘‘Bride of the Regiment.” 
Grand—“Hell’s Island’’ (lst half; ‘‘For 
the Defense” (2d half), 


Richard Horgan succeeded Rob- 
ert Scott at the Metropolitan. The 
latter, a brother of the deceased 


former owner, has gone to Cali- 


fornia to live after 20 years at the 
theatre's helm. 


Soloists with Minneapolis Sym- 
phony Orchestra in concerts at 
University of Minnesota Auditorium 
include Paderewski, Maria Jeritza 
and Albert Spalding. First set for 
Oct. 17. 


The Lyceum, which formerly 
housed the symphony orchestra, has 
lined up several New York Theatre 
Guild , shows, including Repertory 
Co. 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 
Keith’s—‘‘Inside the Lines’’—Vaude. 
Case.” 
Strand—‘‘Bright Lights.” 
Paramount—“The Sea God.” 
Fox-Eckel—‘“‘Western Front.” 
Empire—Vaudefilm. 

Syracuse— Vaudfilm. 


“All Quiet on Western Front” 
started to shatter Fox-Eckel house 
records with its midnight premiere 
Friday night, doing S. R. O. house. 
The picture should go at least 
three and perhaps five weeks. 


After a week of broadcasting 
over WSYR here, Otto Gray’s Okla- 
homa Cowboys are headlining cur- 
rent Keith show. When the Gray 
troupe was on WSYR found it 
necessary to put on two extra clerks 
to handle the mail. 


Universal Newsreel finally broke 
into local field as a first run propo- 
sition this week when the Strand 
(Warners) substituted it for the 
Paramount Sound News, also used 
by local Paramount. 


WASHINGTON 


Columbia—“Romance” (3d week), 

Earle—‘‘Moby Dick.” 

Fox—‘“‘Anybody’s Woman.” 

Met—‘‘Scarlet Pages.’ 

Palace—*‘Anybody'’s War.” 
is Rialto—‘“Little Accident” (opens Frt« 
ay). 


R-K-O (Keith’s)—‘Leathernecking. 


Legit season opening here on 
Monday next with Lenore Ulric in 
“Pagan Lady” at the National. Bes 
lasco follows’ shortly afterward, 
opening attraction uncertain. Bure 
lesque underway at the Gayety with 
Jimmie Lake again in charge. 


Bill Fleming, formerly treasurer 
at the Belasco for the Shuberts but 
recently in business with an ice 
cream company, got a break last 
week—his wife was left a fortune 
by an uncle. 


Fox has tied up with the “News" 
for a hostess contest. Idea is te 
find gml who knows her Wash- 
ington and Fox theatre. One se« 
lected gets $100 a week for four 
weeks while doing the hostess busi- 
ness. 


Local musicians’ union is after 
whole loaf or none. Against the 
150 odd now employed in the pic- 
ture houses there are but 35 jobs 
now offered. Meeting last week of. 
all union members voted it down, 
Walkout scheduled for tomorrow 
(Thursday). 


This walkout means Bob West, 
organist imported from the Fox, 
Brooklyn, for the local Fox, wilt 
play but three of his four weeks, 
Also applies to Eddie Peabody in 
for a like number of weeks at the 
same house. 


HOTEL 


Ontario and 
Rush Streets 


‘in every way. 


Low Rates 
On Apts. 


WELCOME TO CHICAGO— 
Theatrical Friends 


You’ll find Hotel McCormick the ideal place to 
Stay during your Chicago engagements. 


It’s so new and charming and up-to-the minute 


It’s SO convenient..._less than ten minutes 
walking distance from the loop. 


It’s such a rendezvous for theatrical people. 
a place where you will feel at home. 


It’s so very reasonable for the finest, most 
modern of appointments... including golf 
driving nets, handball courts, gymnasium with 
health and reducing apparatus. 


Telcyhone 
Superior 4927 


Low Rates 
On Rooms 


Apts. for 2 Large, airy 
$90 up rooms, tub or 
low 
Apts. for 4 shower, as 
$150 up as $15 per 
week 


ST. CLAIR HOTEL 


5 Minutes’ walk to Theatres—Beautifully Furnished Apartments 


Complete Hotel Service—One Room and Kitchenette $25 a week, $90 a month . 
Two Rooms and Kitchenette $40.00 a Week, $145.00 a Month 
Hotel Rooms $17.50 a Week 


OHIO, STATE, MICHIGAN AVE., CHICAGO 


NO COVER CHARGE 


68 W. Randolph St., at Dearborn, CHICAGO (Recently enlarged) 


R. WELCH ON THE MIGHTY WURLITZER ORGAN 


Our Popular Prices Remain the Same for ~ Best Food 
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HOLLYWOOD 


and Los Angeles 


“Variety’s” Office, 6282 Hollywood Boulevard, at Vine Street (Taft Bldg.) 


Phone Hollywood 6141 


es Bradbury, Jr., has been 

saned for “Great Meadow” (Metro). 
production scheduled to begin with- 


in a week. 


George E. and Erma L. Beaman, 
listing their occupations only as 
“amusements,” and address as Mis- 
jon Beach (near San Diego), have 
turned the problem of paying $1,318 
over to a referee in bankruptcy. 


The following assignments were 
made at the Coast studios last 


eek: 
Caaerge Baxter, “Right to Love,” 


Viasco, Spanish version 
“Singer of Seville,’ Metro. 

Judith Barrie, Snub Pollard, May 
Beatty and Joan Standing, “Ex- 
Flame,” Liberty. 

Lloyd Whitlock, Eddie Kane, John 
Louis Bartels and Nick Grogley, 
“Cohens and Kellys in Africa,” Uni- 
versal. 

T. Roy Barnes, Otis Harlan and 
Hobart Bosworth, “Aloah,” Ro- 

ell. 
. Susy Vernon, Rolla Normand, 
Jeanne Helbing,. Daniel Mendaille, 
Arthur Hurni, Frank O'Neil, Louis 
Murdier, Emil Chautard, George 
Mauloy and Gene Perez, complete 
east French version “Those Who 
Dance,” FN. 

Hale Hamilton, Otto Matieson, 
and Paul McAllister, “Beau Ideal,” 
Radio. 

Karl Dane, “New Moon,” MG. 

John T. Murray, Vivien Oakland, 
Hank Mann, Pert Kelton and Ann 
Roth, untitled comedy, Educational. 

3retta Gould and Russell Hop- 
ton, “Dark Star,” MG. 

Dwight Frye, “Dracula,” U. 

Max Davidson, “Fall to Arms,” 
short, Darmour. 

Arthur Ripley is back at the 
Sennett scenario department. 

Walter Miller, lead in untitled 
serial, Tiffany. 


Louise Mackintosh, “New Mor- 
als.” Par. 

Hobart Bosworth, “Dirigible,” 
Col. 


Don Hayes to edit and cut Lib- 
erty pictures. 

Andre Cheron, William Davidson 
and Allison Skipworth, “Stolen 
Thunder,” Fox. 

George Draney, scenario of 
“Whoopee Girl,” Liberty. 

F. Hugh Herbert adaptation “Left 
Over Ladies,” Tiff. 

Jose Pena Pepet, foreign shorts, U. 

Jerry Stewart, “Great Meadow,” 
M-G-M. 

Mon-oe Owsley, Ricardo Cortez, 
Sally Blane, Blanche Frederici and 
Phyllis Crane, “Roseland,” Col. 

Barbara Bedford, “Tol’able Da- 
vid,” Col. 

Robert Ames, 
Streets,” Col. 

Paramount has 
Kohler from First 
“Fighting Caravans.” 

Sid Saylor, Donald MacKenzie, 
James Marcus, Jane Dowell, and 


“Madonna of the 


borrowed Fred 
National for 


Guervini & Co 
The Leadin«e and 
Largest 
ACCORDEON 
FACTORY 
m the United State 
The only factors 
that maker any set 
of Reeds — made 

hand. 
277-279 Cotumbus 
Avenue 
San Ffrancisce. Cai 
free Catalogues 


Dorothea Antel 


226 W. 72d St. 
New York City 


The Sunshine Shoppe 


May Boley, 
Par, 

Jobyna Howland, “Hook, Line and 
Sinker,” Radio. 

With but one important male part 
yet to be set, Metro is ready to go 
into production on “Within the 
Law,” next for Joan Crawford. 
Robert Montgomery is opposite Miss 
Crawford, and others are John Mil- 
jan, Purnell Pratt, Marie Prevost, 
— Hamilton, and William Bake- 
well. 


‘Fighting Caravans,” 


Difficulties between Al Rosen, 
agent, and Albert Gran, actor, were 
settled in court when Rosen was 
given a judgment against Gran for 
$3,500. 

Rosen claimed he 
amount to Gran, 


loaned that 


Robert Bird of San Francisco is 
in Hollywood picking a cast for 
“Synthetic Love,’ ‘a romantic farce 
by William Chandler. 

Bird says he represent: interests 
who contemplate spotting a stock 
company somewhere on the Coast. 


De Sylva, Brown and Henderson 
have moved their offices from War- 
ner’s Hollywood theatre building 
back to the Majestic theatre build- 
ing downtown. 

Ben Berman, manager of the of- 
fice, claims the return became nec- 
essary when the office staff went 
Hollywood. 


This week’s out-of-town stock 
bills include Tom Moore in “The 
Song and Dance Man” at the San 
Diego Savoy; “His Temporary 
Wife” at Huntington Park; “The 
Brass General” of the Oakland Duf- 
win; May Robson at the Ookland 
Fulton, and “This Woman Busi- 
ness” at the Vancouver Empress. 


Raymond Griffith is going into 
the marketing biz. He’s spending 
nine grand on a brick and concrete 
market building at the corner of 
Yucea and Vine street. 


New Mexican repertory company 
opened at the Teatro Mexico on 
Main St. last week, with Paz Jazero 
the featured femme. Felix Medel 
and Mario Jazero supporting. 
Opener was “EI Coudal de Hijos,” 
dramatic comedy. Company an- 
nounces its repertoire includes dra- 
mas, operettas, zarbuelas and re- 
vues. 

Tec-Art Studios, Ine., re- 
newed its studio lease for another 


year. It’s leasing from Clune The- 
atres Co. 
Cinema Schools, Inc., in com- 


plaints signed by U. M. Dailey, 
president, has filed suits in federal 
court against six insurance compa- 
nies for a total of $36,607, net loss 
by fire on the school’s premises at 
1329 Gordon St., Poverty Row, in 
February, 1929. 


Charlotte Greenwood in “Parlor, 
Bedroom and Bath” opens at the El 
Capitan Sept. 21, following “The 
Poor Nut.” Johnny Arthur is oppo- 
site. 


“Thin Ice” premieres at the Hol- 
lywood Playhouse Sept. 17. Aileen 
Pringle and Francis X. Bushman 
have the leads, with Ed Rowland 
presenting. 

Fred Scott has been borrowed 
from Pathe for a part in Franklyn 
Warner’s musical “Temptations of 
1930” at the Mayan Sept. 22. Solly 
Ward is here to take the lead and 
Leota Lane and Adrenne Dore are 
also in the cast. 


local of the United 


Hollywood 
is now a straight 


Scenic Artists 


\ 


Fa Always the Hit of the Show! 


Costumes That Click 


tor Rent, Sale or Manufactured to Your Designs 


For Prices 


Wire or Write HARRY BOURNE 


CARE 


Tancions MARCO COSTUME 


| 643) SO. OLIVE ST, LOS ANGELES,.CAL. || 
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INSTITUTION ef INTERNATIONALE 


Shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


“art union,” comprising studio art 
directors, scenic painters, set and 
costume designers and make-up 
artists. Painters and decorators 
have organized a separate union as 
Moving Picture Painters, local 644, 
of which the Scenic Artists is a 
branch. The recognized art union, 
local 235, is now headed by Truman 
Curtis, president, and W. V. Cullen 
as business manager. 


“Monte Carlo” (Par) will screen 
at the Paramount theatre during 
the Publix “Prosperity Week,” 
which starts Oct. 5. Picture opens 
ahead of the campaign starting 
Oct. 2. Studio will tie in with the 
week, sending its stars for personal 
appearances, 


First National had an unusual 
fire on the lot Friday (12). No stars 
rushed to the rescue and no in- 
genues made coffee for the firemen. 
Blaze was in projection room and 
ate reel of “The Gorilla” negative. 


Another 13-grand spent on stu- 
dio improvements by Columbia. A 
new stucco scene dock is being 
built on the Chadwick studio lot, 
just leased. Carpenter shop also 
will be enlarged. They’re still al- 
tering and enlarging the main Co- 
lumbia buildings. A total of $50,- 
000 has been spent on the studio in 
two months. 


Four one-acters the Dramatic 
Arts Guild stage tomorrow (17) for 
three nights, include Checkov’s 
“Anniversary” and two by Adam 
Hull Shirk. Latter are “The Ruby” 
and “Tarantula.” Four is “The 
Romance of Business” by Leonard 
Shelley. The guild group is now 
producing in Hollywood's original 
Little Church Around the Corner, 
lately vacated by Father Neal Dodd. 


National conference of the United 
Scenic Artists of America in New 
York Oct. 1 will have W. V. Cullen, 
Hugh Reticker and Truman Curtis 
as delegates of the reorganized 
western local. Conferences next 
spring, probably April, is on the 
cards for Los Angeles, 


A “Hollywood brand” of luggage, 
especially overnight cases and air- 
plane trunks, will be launched na- 
tionally this fall with a picture the- 
atre tie-up by H. Koch & Sons of 
San Francisco. 

However, the northern firm has 
put thumbs down on any office in 
Holly wood. 

Al Quodbach will convert the old 
Granada Cafe which rubs walls 
with the new Casa Granada into a 
Tango Room with an imported band 
for dispensing that type of music. 

Meanwhile the new Casa will be 
fixed up with heating apparatus and 
the other necessities af a Chicago 
winter. Irving Aaronson still indef. 


Ned Wayburn is among those ty- 
ing up with The Fair, local depart- 
ment store, on its annual Toy Show 
which runs from Nov. 15 to Christ- 
mas. 

Paramount’s “Fighting Caravan” 
company left here for location at 
Senora, Cal., last week. Company 
will be away six weeks with 600 
actors, extras and technicians mak- 
ing. the trip. 


Grand opera season opens Sept. 
29 with “La Boheme” in the Shrine 
Auditorium. Two weeks with Gigli, 
Queena Mario, Jeritza and Hope 
Hampton; also American debuts for 
Gaetano Viviani, La Scala baritone, 
born in Baltimore, and Clare Clair- 
bert, Brussels soprano, 


Repertory Theatre season opens 
Oct. 27 at the Music Box with 
Shaw’s “The Apple Cart.” 

New York and Pacific Coast 
Amusement Co., owner and oper- 
ator of the Rialto theatre, is dis- 
solving as a corporation for reor- 
ganization as a partnership to be 
called Rialto Operating Co. 

Members are J. H. and Lawrence 
FE. Cohen, and M. A. and Margaret 
Schulkin. They bought out Famous 
Players-Lasky, original operators, 
four years ago. Corporation was 
capitafized at $70,000. 


CLEVELAND 


By GLENN C. PULLEN 
Palace—‘‘Light of Western Stars.” 
Stillman—‘‘Animal Crackers,.”’ 
Hipp—‘Outside the Law.”’ 
Allen—''Spoilers.” 

State—‘‘Sea God.” 
Keith’s 105th St.—'Holiday.” 
Columbia— Mutual burlesque. 


fanna due to open long- postponed 
season Sept. 29, with Ethel Barry- 


more’s “Scarlet Sister Mary.’ Ohio 


still dark. 

Eddie Cantor here last week with 
wife who underwent examination 
for throat trouble at Cleveland 
Clinic. 


Band Box, old burlesque em- 
porium, being torn down to make 
way for office building. Empire, an- 
other ex-burleque house, has be- 
come a garage. 


Piay House starting season with 
preliminary revival of “Fall of Berg- 
op-Zoom” and “Adding Machine.” 
First regular production to be “Sea 
Gull,” set for Sept. 24. 


After two poor weeks with “Bad 
Man,” George Fox's troupe of for- 
mer tent-show players have folded 
up at Moreland, neighborhooder. 


Don Felice appointed new orches- 
tra leader at State, succeeding 
Maurice Spitalny. Dick Leibert en- 
gaged as organist. Ruth Parks, 
Palace organist, resigned to go 
radio. 


“Big House” continues to be held 
up by Ohio censor board. State 
officials have drawn hard raps from 
critics, who declare political rea- 
sons are behind the ban. Picture is 
said by officials to be unpleasently 
similar to Ohio State Penitentiary 
fire and riot. 


MILWAUKEE 


By FRANK J. MILLER 


Alhambra—‘‘Western Front.” 
Davidsen— Dark. 
Garden—‘‘Big Boy.” 
Gayety—Burlesque (Mutual). 
Majestic—‘‘The Office Wife.” 
Pabst—‘'The Silent Enemy.” 
Riverside—'‘The Fall Guy"; vaude. 
Strand—‘‘Common Clay.” 
show. 


Sam Jack Kaufman new m. c. at 
Fox Wisconsin. 


James A. Higler, former manager 
Palace-Orpheum and Alhambra 
theatres, appointed manager of Dav- 
idson by B. F. Klein, president Klein 
corporation, which took over city’s 
only legit house from Sherman 
Brown last spring. 

The Davidson opens Sept. 28 with 


“Strictly Dishonorable.” Other 
bookings include “Strike Up the 
Band,” “Death Takes a Holigay,” 


“Sweet Adeline,” “Subway Express,” 
“Street Singer” and “Elizabeth, the 
Queen.” 

Anthony Thenee will assist Higler 
at the Davidson, and Ann McDon- 
ough will handle publicity. 


Margaret Rice restores Twilight 
Musicales at the Pabst, beginning 
Oct. 26. 


Mark Ostrer, of London, Eng., 
head of one of the big foreign film 
companies, will accompany his 
wife, the former Florence Peterson, 
of Miuwaukee, to this city in the 
near future. 

Mrs. Ostrer made her professional] 
debut at the Davidson with James 
Gleason and Robert Armstrong in 
summer stock, 

The Ostrers are expected to re- 
main in Milwaukee until November, 
and when they return to England, 
Ruth Peterson, a younger sister, 
will leave with them, to take up a 
film career in England. 

Mrs. Ostrer is the daughter of Dr. 
and Mrs. E. F. Peterson. 


DALLAS 


By RUDY DONAT 


Majertie—''‘Song o’ My Heart’; 
Palace—‘‘Romance"; stage show, 
Melba—‘‘Holiday.”’ 

Old Mill—‘‘Sweethearts and Wives.” 
Capitol—“‘White Hell of Pitz Palu.”’ 


vaude. 


Advance sales for “Sons o’ Guns” 
road show at State Fair here Oct. 
11-26 begun. Fair hiking top for 
musical] to $4, highest for any road 
hit there to date, notwithstanding. 
“Red Robe” went into the red last 
fall in same stand. 

Louise Britton back as biz man- 
ager for local Little Theatre. 

WFAA now keeps eight announc- 
ers before mike—Adams Colhoun, 
chief; Edward Dunn, C. E. Stewart, 
Bernie Clemens, Helen Harris, Don- 
ald Law, James Jeffries and Roy 
Cowan. Bob Poole, manager. Col- 
houn is oldest announcer in Texas. 
Station founded by Dallas News in 
1922. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


By EDWIN V. O’NEEL 


Indiana—‘‘Top Speed’’; Bernice Claire, 
Circle—"All Quiet” (2d week). 

Ohio— Raffles.” 

Lyric—“‘On Your Back”; vaude. 
Apolle—''Three Faces East.” 
Palace—‘‘Sins of the Children.”’ 
Mutual— Burlesque. 

Colonial—"'Third Sex.” 


Doubt surrounds legit season here 
this winter with Valentine Co. and 
Shuberts, neither having signed 
lease for the Murat. Reports that 
Ad F. Miller will not sign for the 
Valentine company unless Shuberts, 
acting only as a booking agent, sign 
with him. Miller has many con- 
tracts for show dates but not signed. 
English’s probably “wildcat” 
this winter since owners have been 
unable to lease for the season. 


H. H. Johnson has taken over 
management of the Madison theatre, 
formerly the Grand, Madison, Ind., 
from Hollwager interests. 


After three weeks of negotiations 
theatres signed new contracts with 
operators and stage hands. 


Circus business affected by slump 
in farm crops, causing Hagenbeck- 
Wallace to return to winter quarters 
at Peru six weeks early. Sells-Floto 
and John Robinson shows expected 
in this month. 


Anti-gambling people at Warsaw 
have scored in two raids on the 
casino at the Spink-Wawasee hotel, 
Lake Wawasee. Officers destroyed 
$8,000 worth of gambling equipment. 
Abandonment of the concession 
represents a $10,000 loss. 


Suit for $50,000 filed against 
American Circus Corporation at 
Peru, Ind., by Ernie Rudynoff, for- 
mer bareback rider, who lost leg 
Sept. 11 at Florence, S. C. Suit al- 
leges she was given a horse with 
defective feet and was thrown 
against a wooden curb. 


DENVER 


Aladdin—“‘Last of the Duanes.” 

America—‘‘Common Clay.” 

Denver—‘‘Romance’; stage show. 

Tabor—"Dawn Patrol” (2d week);. 
stage show. 

Paramount—‘“‘Animal Crackers.” 

Rialto—‘‘The Unholy Three.” 


In past three weeks three loca] 
houses had holdovers. “Big House” 
at Rialto, “Song o’ My Heart” at 
Aladdin and “Dawn Patrol” at Ta- 
bor. “Common Clay” could have 
held over at the. Aladdin, but with 
the opening of the Paramount, 
Harry Huffman made a change, tak- 
ing “Common Clay” to his America 
for an indef stay. 


“It’s a Wise Child,” booked for 
Broadway, starting Sept. 30 for five 
nights and two mats. 


Sunday blue laws at Loveland in- 
voked to close pony golf. 


The Arena, dance hall, opened 
Saturday. Howard Tillotson leased 
the place and will direct the or- 
chestra there, 


Louis Hellborn, former Orpheum 
manager, goes to St. Louis to man- 
age R-K-O house there. Loca! Or- 
pheum will not open this year, as 
building starts soon on a 3,000-seat 
house. 

J. T. Sheffield (Sheffield Film Ex- 
changes) opens his Butte branch as 
soon as the new exchange building 
is ready. He has added continental 
melodramas and syndicate talking 
westerns for his northwest territory. 


FAMO U 
STEIN BOOKLET 


“HOW TO MAKE UP” 
Complete instruction in the “Ar: 
of Make-Up” for amateur anc 
professional use. Straight roles, 
character roles, etc. 16 pages 
in color. Free to anyone. Write 
STEIN COSMETIC CO. 
Dept. 50, 51 Madison Ave., N.Y. 


THE STANDARD ENGRAVING CO. Ine. 


235-247 B. 43m ST.NEW YORIL NY. 


WE DO REPAIRING 


SOLE AGENTS FOR BH & 


STRICTLY UNION MADE 


Trunks 
Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mendel Trunks 
ALL MODELS—-ALL SIZES ON HAND 
: AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 
COSTUME—SCENERY—PROPS 


Also 1,000 USED TRUNKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, $5 and Up 


SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


668 Seventh Avenue, between 40th and 4ist Streets, New York City 


| Phones: Longacre 6197 Pennsylvania 9064 


WRITE FOR CATALOG 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 17, 1939 


Bands and 


(Week of Sept. 20) 


Orchestras 


without charge. 


included. 


Permanent addresses of banas or orchestras will be published 


No charge is made for listing in this department. 


For reference guidance, initials represent: 
P—park, C—cafe, D H—dance hall, B—balliroom, R—restaurant. 


As far as possible, street addresses in large cities are also 


H—hotel, T—theatre, 


A 


Aaronson. Irving, Granada C., Chicago. 
Albers Don. Loew's Jersey City, J. C. 
Albin, Jack, Bossert H., B’klyn. 
Alsdort, U. J., 03 Liberty St., Newburgh. 
Almare, Joe, New Bamboo Inn, Chicago. 
Amidon, A., 0912 E. 8th St.. Flint, Mich. 
Anderson, Warren, 613 N. 47 St., Seattle 
Appei, Oscar, The Cathay, Baltimore. 
armbruster, J. L., B. A. C., Buffalo. 
arcadia Syncopators (C. Edgerton), 2004 
Addisun St.. Phila 
Arnheim, Gus, Ambassador H.. L. A. 
Ash, Paul, c-o Par-Publix, Par Bldg., 
Astoria, Jo, P. O. Box 808, Corai Gables, 
la. 


Atkins, A. P., 8014 6th Ave., Des Motnes 
Austin, 3.. Davis Is. Country C., Tampa. 


Baird, Maynard, crystal T., Knoxville, 
Baidwin, PP. Frontenac, Quebec. Can, 
Ballew, ‘Smith, Baker H., Dallas. 

Bard, ne Golden Peasant R., Balto. 
Barnard, . 880 W. Morrell St.. Jackson, 
Mich. 

Barringer, Don, Calico Cat B., Miami. 
Bartlett. O., Book-Cadillac, Detroit. 
Barton, Herbert, 1658 B’way, N. Y. C. 
aw Beonar, Montauk Point, Mon- 
tauk. L. 

Baslie, a 65 No. 14th St., Newark, N. 3. 
Bastian, Walt., State T., Detroit. 

Bauer, F. J., 67 Ormond St.. Rochester, 


Baum, Babe, 226 Rose St., Reading. Pa. 

Baxter, Phil, Steel Pier, Atlantic City. 

Bay State Aces (Al Relyea), 3 Mohawk 
Cohoes, N. Y. 

Beale, Boo, Athens Club, Oakland, Cal. 

T., 102 E. 8th St., Wilmington, 


Sam, Capitol T.. Detroit. 
Berge, W. K., 67 Grand Ave., Englewood, 
J. 


Paul, Rice H., Houston, Tex. 


et, 
Berg Pittsburgh. 
L. 


Berger, W. J.. 56449 Penn Ave., 
Berger, Herb, Chase H., St. 

Bernie, Ben, 745 7th Ave. 

Bestor Don, Schroeder H., shilwaukee. 
Bigelow, Don, Park Central H., N. ¥. C. 
Bingham, T. W., 18 S. Kyan St. Buffalo. 
Bissette-Maclean, Marigold R.. Rochester. 


Bioom, Leon, Station WBBM, Wrigley 
Bidg., Chi. 

Biumenthal’s Orch., Sovereign Hotel, Chi- 
eago. 


Bowley, Ray, 21 Beacon St., Hyde Park, 
Boyle. Billy, Copley-Plaza H., Boston. 
Bradfield, Max, Fox T., Detroit. 

Brambilla, M., 8t. Francis BS San Fran- 
elaco. 

Brandy's Singing, Eagies B., Milwaukee. 

Breeskin. Daniel. Earie T., Washington. 

Brigode Ace, Danceland B. R., Cleve. 

B’way Collegiana, Walled Lake B., De- 

_troit. 

Broudy, Dave, Grant T., Pittsburgh. 
Brower, Jay, El Capitan T., San Fran- 


elsco. 
922 Sth St.. 


Brownagle, 7. Harrisburg, 


a. 
Bryant, wW. H., 1526 8. 6th St., Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

Buckeye Wonders, 645 50. Main &t., 
Akron, 


Buloswikies Califs., Eagle B.. Milwaukee 
Bunchuk,. Yasha, Capitol T., N. ¥. C. 
Burk Milo, Brockton, Mass. 

Burke, Chick, Amesbury, Mass. 
Burtnett, Earl, Biltmore H., L. A. 
Burtson, Buddy, Richmond H., Richmond, 


Va. 
Butcher-Guth, Pines, Metuchen, N. J. 
Butler, Mei., Davenport, Spokane. 
Byers, Hale, Barney Gallant's, W. 8th 


&t., 


Danny. Orpheum T., L. A. 

Calif. Coilegians, Lyric T., N. ¥. C. 
Calloway Cab, Cotton Club, N. Y¥. C. 
Fred, 401 B’way. Camden. N. J 

Cappo, Joe, c-o M. C. A., 32 W. Randolph, 
Chi. 

Carberry, Duke, 
Carpenter, Earl, 


Cairns, 


Walpole, Masa 
Will Oakland's Terrace, 


Carter. Majestic. Long Beach. Cal. 


Casa Loma, Gen. Motors Blidg.. N. Y. C. 
Casale, M.. 140 Pine St., Willlamsport, 
Pa 

Causer, Bob, Ithaca H., Ithaca. N. 6 
Cavatlaro, John, 20 Irving St.. New 
Haven 

Cavato, Ets, Flotilla Club. Pittsburgh. 
Cervone, izzy, 602 Blackstone Bldg. 
Pittsburgh. 

Chapman, Jack, Drake H., Chicago. 
Christie. H. J.. 1831 N. Ormsby Ave., 
Louisville. 

Church. Ross, Buckeye Lake P.. Buck 
eye Lake, 

Col. F.. 252 W. Douglas St. Pa 
Goleman, Emil, Pateo C., 


Collegian Serenaders, Far fled R., Cleve 
nd. 


Condelor! A.. Adelphi? Philadelphia 


Conley Nalph, Crand St., Wheel- 
fing. W. Va 

Currie. Harry seelbach r1.. Loulsville 

Cummings, Johnnre, 29 East Ave., Roch- 
ester, N. Y. 

Cowan. Lynn, Blvd. T.. L. A. 

Coyle. L. H., 219 S. 10th St.. Easton, Pa 
Craig, Francis, Hermitage H., Nashville 

Crescent Orch.. Armory, Middletown. 

Crawford, ‘“Buzz,”” 2015 Perfnsylvania 
Ave... N. W.. Washington. 

Crawford Thomas LL... Wichita. Kan. 

Cullen, B. E., 814 &. etn St., South Bos- 
ton 

Conrad H., 1088 Park Ave., N. Y. C. 

Cooley. Frits, Maple View. Pittsfield, 
Mans 

Cvon-Sanders, Dell's, Morton Grove, IIL 


Dantzig, E. J., 84% Putnam Ave.. B’klyn. 
D’artii’s Orch., 61 14th 8t.. Norwich. 


Conn. 
Daugherty, Emory, Jardin Lido, Arling- 
ton H., Washington, D 


Davidson. I. W.. Norshore T.. Chicago. 
Davis, ©., Indiana T., Indianapolis. 
Davis Doc. Drake H.. Chicago. 
Davis, Eddie, 1674 Bway., N. Y. C. 
Davison. Walt, Mainstreet T.. K. C. 
Deibridge. Del.. Capitol T., Detroit. 

Del Pozo, Senor, 1587 B'way, N. Y. C. 
DeLuca. J., 331 St. Marks Ave., Brook- 
Jack, c-o M. C. A., Par Bidg.. 

Deterich. Roy. Avation T.. Chicago 

Dewees, Lowell, 1200 Jackson St., 
fleid, 

Domino Orch., 22 4th St., Troy. N. Y. 

Donnelly. W. H., 239 Glenwood Ave.. E 
Orange, N. J. 

Dolin, Max, c-o Natl Rdeasting Co. S. F 

Dornberger, Chas.,- Jefferson H., St 
Louis. 


Spring- 


Dougherty, Doc, Adeipnia H.. Phila. 
Dunn, Jack, Cinderella Roof B. R., L. A. 


Edmund, Gen, Alexandria H., L. A. 

Edwards, Gue C., Terrace Uardens, Chi. 

Eisenbourg, Dok, Shepard - Coloniai &t., 
Boston. 

Elinor, Carle, Carthay- Circle, L. A. 

Ellis, F., St. Francie H., 8. F. 
c-o Mills, 148 W. 46th 
Elmwood Band, 872 Van Nostrand Ave.. 
Jersey City. 

Eppel, 5736 N. 7th St., Piriladelphia. 

Erickson, Lou, Egyptian T., Hoily wood. 


Essig, Abe, 1000 8t. Nicholas Ave., 
G 
F 
Fay. Bernard, Fay‘s, Providence. 


Farrelt, F., inn, 4 Sheridan Sq., N. ¥. C. 
Feeney, J. M.. 226 E. St.. Oakland, 
Fagan, Ray, Sagamore H., Rochester, 
Fallon, Owen, Wilson's D. H., A, 
Fabello, Phil, Coliseum T., N. Cc. 
Feidman, Joe. 1065 E. 98th. St., 
Cal. 
Feyl, J W., 878 River St.. Troy, N. Y. 
Fiorito, Ted, Hollywood R., N. Y. C. 
Fischer, Cari, Majestic D. H., Detroit. 
Fischer, C. ee 914 So. Westnedge 8t.. 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 
Fisher, Mark. Variety. Chicago. 


at Don, 1419 Reed Ave., Kalamazoo, 
ich. 
Fogg. A. M.. 174 Beacon S8t., Portland. 


Foote, R., Stevens H., Chicago. 

Forbes, Lou, Denver T., ye 

™ Forman, Lou, Palace T.. N. CG. 

Four Horsemen, Masonic Temple Bidg., 
Chicago. 

ane Milt, Grand Lake T., Oakland, 


Frasetto, Joe, Uptown C., 253 W. 125th 
Freed, Carl, 29 8 
Freeman, Geo., 
Monica, Cal. 
Friary. George, Rockland, Mass. 
Friedman, Jerry, Abbey C., Hotel Hard- 
ing, N. Y. C. 
Friedman, L. F., 8t. Louls T., St. Louts. 
Friese, J. F., Strand T., Stamford, Conn. 
Fuller. Earl. W.F.B.E., Cinn. 
Funda, Frank, 745 7th Ave., N. Y. C. 
+ Funk, Larry, N. B. C., N. ¥. C. 
G 
Galvin, J. J., Plaza T., Worcester, Mass. 
Galilecchio, Jo, 6200 Sheridan Rd... Chi. 
Garber, Jan. c-o M. C. A., Paramount 
C. 


. Orange Ave., Newark. 
La Monica B. R., Santa 


Gardner, C. C., 1527 N. 24th Bt., Lin- 
coln, Neb. 

Garrett, Jim, De Witt Clinton, H., 
Albany. 


- Garrigan, Jimmy, Villa Lago, Chicago. 
Gasparre, Dick, Hotel Plaza, N. ¥. C. 
Gaul, Geo., Washington, D. C. 

Gegna. Misha, Forum Theatre, L. A. 


Geidt. Al, 117 S. N. J. Ave., Atlantic 
City. 

German, Ross, 800 Sth Ave., N. Y¥. C. 
Gerun, Tom, Lincoln Tavern, Morton 
Grove, It. 

Gil, Emerson, Pavillon Royal, Valley 
Stream L. L. 


Goff, Mark, Briggs f., Det 
Goldberg, Geo., Celestial 
Park, Baltimore, Md. 
Goldkette, Jean, Book Tower, Detroit. 
Gonzales, N., 310 E. éth 6&t., Santa 


Ana, Cal. 
Herb, Wardman Pk. H., Wash- 


roft. 
Re Bay Shore 


Gordon, 
ington, D. C 

Gorrell. Ray. care Goldkette, Detroit. 

Graham, Paul, Jenkinson Pav., Pt. Pleas- 


ant. NN. J. 
Green, A. J.. 310 West 634 St., L. A. 
Green, Jacques, Ritz Towers, N. Y. C. 
Green, Jimmy, c-o M. C. A., 32 W. Ran- 
dolph St., Chi. 
Greer, Billy, 1002 Main St., Davenport, 
Ta. 
Guanette, Lou, 16 St. Angele St., Quebec. 
Gurnick, Ed., 88 Reynolds Ave., Provi- 
dence. 
Gunsendorfer, W.. Whitcomb H., 8. F. 
Gutterson, M., Velencia T.. Balt{more. 
Connelly, H. R.. 489 Central Ave., 
H 
Hall, Sleepy Gibson H., Cincinnati. 
Haliett, Mal., Lawrence, Mass. 
Halstead, llenry, Cosmopolitan H., Den- 
ver 


Hamm, Fred, Edgewater Beach C., Chi. 
Hammond, Jean, Sky Room. Milwaukee. 
Hamp, Johnny, Rooseveit H., L. A. 
Hancock, Hogan, c-o M. C. A., Para- 
mount Bidg., N. Y¥. C. 

Hand. Armin. Piccadilly T.. Chicage. 
Harkness, Ed., 3065 Clay St., Ss. F. 
Haring, Bob, c-o Brunswick, B. & C., 
799 Tth Ave., N. Y. C. 

Harmon, M., Club Mirador, Washington. 
Harrison. J.. Rendezvous. Toronto. 
Alexander, 254 W. 70th St., 
ge, ‘Nelson, Oid Mill Tea Garden, 
Toronto, Can. 
Hayes, 
Hays. Bill, 


Alhambra T., N. Y. C. 
Cathay Tea Garden. Phila. 
Heagland, Everett, e-o M. C. A., Chi, 
Heiberger. Emil, Bond U.. Hartford, 
Heidt, Horace, c-o Variety, N. Y. 
Henderson. £.. 228 W. 139th St.. N. Y. C. 
Henke:, Ted, Capitol, T., Sydney, Aus. 
Henry. Tal. c-o. Orch. Co. Amer., 1650 
& 

fenshell, J., State-Lake H., Chicago 
Herberveaux. J.. NBC, 180 N. Michigan 
Ave.. Chicago. 

Hiilbloom, M., Stratford T., Chicago. 
Hirabak, A, 1123 Goettman St Pitte-. 
burgh. 

Hoagland, Everett, Le Perrott C., L. A. 
‘ Hobbs, Frank, St. Catherine H., Catalina 
s. 

Hoffman, L. G., 78 Ernst St., Buffalo. 
Parables B., Strand D. H., Wilmington 


Holmes, Wright, Martinique H.. N. Y. C. 


Hollywood Collegians, K. 


Houston, Chas., Monmouth Beach C., 

Hueston, Billy; 1658 B'way, N. Y. C. 
Alex., c-o Wm. Morris, 1560 
N. 


Tilint Cornhuskers, Elks Country C., De- 
eatur, Tit 

irving, B., 
Conn 


Impertal Marimba, American HElouse, Bos. 

ton 
Innis, Ed, Vanity Fair B., 

Va. 


Ipana Troubadours, WEAF, N. Y, C, 
Iseminger, Bill, Hagerstown, M4. 


Lyceum T., New Britain 


Huntington 


Iula, Felice, Rivoli T., Baltimore. 


lula, Ruffino, City Park Bd., Baltimore. 


J Novak, Jr., Frank J., St. George H., Whidden, Ed, 125 Dikeman S8t., Brook 
Jackson, Harry, Piga Whistle C., Holly-| N. ¥ Whiteman, P aul, Bway., re 


wood. 
Jackson's Jazs, 13 Chestnut St., Glovera- 
ville, N. Y. 
Janis, Fred, Turkish Village C., Chicago. 
Janover, A. L., 1255 Grant Avre., N. Y. C. 
H., 475 Hawthorne Ave., Newark. 
Jehle, John, 75 Driggs Ave., Brooklyn. 
Jockers, Monro, Leighton’s C., A. 
Jehnson, Arnold, 1560 Broadway, N. Y. C. 
Johnson, C., ‘Smalls Paradise, N. Y. C. 
Johnson, Merle, 155 W. 46th St., N. ¥. C. 
Johnson, Johnny, Post Lodge, Boston 
Post Rd., Larchmont, N. Y. 
Johnston, O. W., 48 Grove Ave., Ottawa. 
Jolly Joyce's Syn., 915-17 Walnut 
Philadelphia. 
Jordan, Art, 6241 Norwood St., Phila. 
Jorgensen, Ruth, 1235 Sheldon St., Jack- 
son, Mich. 
Joy, Jim, Coronado H., St. Loula, 
K 
Kahn, Herman. Capitol z- Newark, N. J. 
Kahn, Roger W., 1607 Bway, N. Re Cc. 
Kallis, H., Lido Venice C., Bosto 
Kamas, Al Swanee B. R., Was pnates. 
Kaplan, F. J., Bamboo saa, w 
Madison St., Chicago. 
Kassel, Art, Metropole C., Chi 
Katz Kittens, Far East C., Cleveland, 0. 
Katzman, Louls, ¢-o Brunswick, T09 Tth 
Ave., N. Y. Cc. 
W., 28 N. 10th 8t., Lebanon, 


a. 
Kay, Herbie, Trianon B., Chi. 
Kayser, Joe, Merry Gardens, Chicago 
Ross E., 22 Gold 8t., Preepest. 
Kemmerer, Walt, Berks Trust Bidg., 
Reading, Pa. 
ore, wm. R., 4115 Sist st., Woodside, 
Kemp, Hal, Cafe de Paris, Piccadilly 
Circus, London, Eng. 
Kennets, Larry, 801 Keenan Bidg., Pitte- 
burgh. 
Kentner, H., Benj. Franklin H., Phila. 
om Herman, Fox’s Bway., Portland, 
re. 
Kerr. Chas., Golden Dragon, Phila. 
Serenaders, Gd. Hiviera T., De- 
troit. 
King, Hermite, Oakland T., Oakland, Cai 
King, Ted, 745 Tth Ave., c/o Taps. 
King, Wayne, Aragon B. R., Chicago, 
King's Melody, 68 Mueller 8t., Bingham- 
ton, N. Y. 
im Fred, Kingsway H., Hot Springs, 


Kline, M., 5456 Spruce St., Philadelphia. 
Kneiseil, E., Biltmore H., Atlanta. 
Knuteon, Erling, President H., K. C. 
Kosloff, Lou, Oriental T., Chicago. 

Walt, 347 Claremont Blig., 


Art, Wisconsin H., Milwaukee. 
P., O. Box 404, New Bed- 


L 

Lagasse, F., 518 Merrimac St., Lowell, 
ass. 

Lattsky, Ben, Majestic T. Bldg., L. A. 
Lane, Eddie, McAlpin H., N. Y..C. 
Lang, Henry, Baker H., Dallas. 

Lange, J. V., 27 Abbott St., Lowell, Mass. 
Lanin, H., 2000 W. Girard Ave., Phila, 
Lanin, Sam, WEAF. N. Y. C. 
Laughtner, Harris, St. Francis H., L. A. 
Harry, Casley H., Scranton. 
4 


Leonard. Harold, Windsor H., Montreal. 

Levin, Al, 478 Whalley Ave., New Haven. 
Pn alam Jack, Cinderella B., Long Beach 
al. 

Levituw, Bernara, Commodore H., N.Y.C. 

Lido Orch., Suite 66, Loew Bldg., Wash- 
ington, D. 
M., c-o M. C. A., 32 W. 

Littau, Jos., Roxy T., N. Y. C. 

Long, Dick, Curtis -H., Minneapolis. 

Lopez, Vincent, Piping Rock, Saratoga. 

Lowd, Howard G., Orkney Springs H., 
Orkney Springs,’ Va. 

Lowe. Burt, Statler H., Boston. 

Lown, Bert, Biltmore H., N. Y. 

Lowry, Ed., Ambassador St. L. 

Ludwig, 23 Clifford Ave., 
Monchonter. N. ,H. 

—— Abe, Knickerbocker H., Holly- 
wool. 

Lynn. Sammy, 2003 Wichita St.. Dallas. 


"Krueger, 
Krumbols, G. 
ford, Mass. 


Lyons, Al, Fox T., Brooklyn, N. Y¥. 
wi 
ata Rex, Coliseum, st. Peters- 


‘Maitland, J., c-o M. C. A., 32 W. Ran- 
dolph St., Chi 


F. 8007 84 St., Ocean Park, 
al. 
Maloney, R. B., 808 Elinor 8St., Knoxville. 
enn. 
Mann Bros., Venice B. R., Venice, Cal. 
Manthe, Al, 307 N. Francis, Madison, Wis. 


Marburger, H., 346 Knight St., Reading 


Pa 
Marsh, Chas., Ft. Pitt H.. Pittsburgh. 
Maslin, Sam, Seneca H., Rochester. 
Mason,;, Bobbie (Mies), New China R.. 
Youngstown, Ohio. 
Masters, Frank, Tivoli T., Chicago. 
Eddis, 82 Crocks Ars., Hrocklyn, 


McEnelly, J., 86 Sylvan 8t., 
field, Mass. 
McGay, J., Detroit Country Club. Detroft 


Bpring- 


McGowan, Loos, c-o R. W. Kahn, 1607 
Bway N. Y. C. 

Mcintyre, James, Chateau Laurier, Ot- 
tawa. 


McKinney’s, Edgewater B., Detroit. 
McVee, I. 8., 1221 EB. 334 St., L. A. 
Meeker, Bob, Wm. Penn H., Pittsburgh. 
Melia, Wm., 91 Edwin S8t., Ridgefieid 
Park. N. J. 
Melson, Chas., Keith’s, White Plains, N.Y. 
Memphisonians, 92 S. Main St.. Memphis 
Menge, M., El Patio B., L. A. 
Messenger, Al, Roseland, Taunton, Mass 
Meroff, Ben, Granada T., Chicago 


oe M. F., 926 Broadway, Brooklyn. 
Meyer, Oscar, 4520 N. Camae St., Phila- 
delpbia. 

Meyer, Vic., Butler H., Seattle. 

Meyers, Al, 6200 Girard Ave., agri 
Meyers, Louis, Horn's D. H.. L. 

Miller, J. Franz, Statler H., 
Miller, Jack, Press Club, Montreal. 
N., 321 Williams St., Chelsea 
Mass. 


Milter. Vic. Loew's State. Syracuse. 
Miner-Doyle, 1192 Middlesex St., Lowell 
Mass. 

Mille, Floyd. 786 Fayette 8t., 
land. Mad. 

Minevitch, Borrah,. Variety, N. Y. 


Cumber- 


ion Ed., 1101 Prospect ave., Scran- 
on 
Mitchel, at Otympia T., New Haven. 
Moore, Pryor, Schaber's 
Moore, Tom, Cinderella 'B. R., Long 
Beach, Cal. 
Morey. Al. Worth T.. Ft. Worth. 
Morgan, Joe, Palais D'Or, N. Y. C. 
Morris, Glen, Silver Slipper, Baltimore. 


Mosby, Curtis, Apex C., I.. A. 
V., 3137 10th Ave. 8.. Minneap- 
olis 
Murphy's Skippers,. 
1650 Bway, N. Y. C. 
Musial, Fred. Oriental T., Detroft. 
Moana H., Walkiki Beach, Honolulu, Fta- 
wal. 


c-o Ore. Co. of Am., 


N 

Nashold, Dudley, Nashvld’s B. R., Seattle. 
Naylor, Oliver, Palais D'Or, Phila. 

Neff, Art, 6223 Spruce St.. Ph'ladelphia. 
Neibauer, Ed, Wilshore D. H., Chi. 
Nelson, Ozzie, Glen Island Casino, New 
Rochetle, N. Y. 

New Orleans Owls, H. Roosevelt. N. O. 
Nichols Selwyn Cc 

Norvo, Red, 525 Fine Arts Blig., Chi, 


Octavet orc., 35 Duffieia wt., Brooklyn, 


O’ Hara, Ray, Gov. Clinton H., N. ¥. C. 
O’ Hearn, Trave, LeClair H., Moline, Il. 
Olsen, George, Culver City, L. A. 

Oppenheim, W., Benj. Franklin H., Phila. 
Original Georgia 6, Danceiand, Jamaica. 


L. 1. 

Original Yellow Jackets, Summerland 
Beach, Buckeye Lake, O. 

Orlando, Nick, Plaza H., N. Y. C. 

Osborne, wae c-o C. B. S., 485 Madison 
Ave., N. 

Owens, -G Mayfair H., L.-A. 

Owen, Daie, T.. Flint, Mich, 


Pace, George C., Roseville, 0. 

Paleman, Dan, Black Cat R., N. Y¥. C. 

Panico, Louis, Canton Tea Gardens, Chi- 
cago. 

Parisian Red Heads, 28 W. North 8t., 
{ndlanapolis. 

Pasternackt, Steve, Luigi's R., Detroit. 

Peabody, Eddie, Riverside, Cal. 

Pearl, Morey, 263 Hunting Ave., Boston 

Peck, Jack, 801 Keenan Bidg., Pittsburgh. 

Peerless Orch., Monmouth B8t., Newport, 


Ky. 
Perluss, Abe. Rose Room. Los Angsiss. 
Perri, Don, Saenger T., New Orleans, La. 
B., Ttvoli T., Michigan City, 
re Orch., 1848 Palmetto Ave., To- 
fed 
Philbrick's Oreh., Younker’s Dept. Store 
Des Moines, Ia. 
Phillips, Phil., Club Bagdad, Dallas. 
Piccino, A., 860 N. Sth St., Reading. Pa. 
Pierce, Chas., Pershing Palace, Chicago. 
Pipp’s Orch., Sullivan’s, Edmonton. Can. 
Pollack, Ben, Riley's-on-Lake, Saratoga. 
Pontrelli, Nick, Rose Room B. R., l. A. 
Prado, Fred, American House, Boston, 
Prince. G., King War Lo R., Detroit. 
Pullen. R. E., Sellers 8t., Frank- 
ford, Phila. Q 


Quam, Gene, Maryland H., Pasadena, Cal. 
R 


Randall, Slatz, Muelbach H., Chit. 
Randell, Art, Fontenelie H., 
Rapp, Barney, New Yorker H., N. Y. C. 
Rapee, Erno, Warner LBros., Hollywood. 
Rasmussen, F., 143 Graham Ave., Council 
Bluffs, Ia. 
Rawden, Bill, Palace H., 8S. F. 
Reisman, Leo, Central P. Casino, N. Y. 
Renard, Jacques, Coconut Grove, Boston. 
Reser, Harry, 148 W. 46th Bt., N. Y. C. 
Rhythm Roamers, care Chas. ‘Mack, De- 
trott. 
Ricel, Aldo, Ritz-Cariton H, 
Rich, Fred, c-o C. B. S., N. Y. C. 
Larry, c-o, Publix, Par Bildg., 
Rickitts, J. C. Kosciusko, 
Rines, Joe, Elks H., Boston 
Rittenbaud, J., U, Artists T., Detroit. 
Rizzo, Vincent, Syivania H.. Phila, 
Penn, Commodore B., Lowell, 
ass. 
Roesner, Walt, Fox T., San Francisco. 
Rohde, Kari, Loew's Orpheum, Boston. 
Roky. Leon, Syracuse H., Syracuse. — 
Rolfe, B. A., 111 W. 57th St., N. Y¥. C. 
Romanelili, 1., King Edward H., Teromte 
Rose, Irv., Statler H., Bt. L. 
Rosenthal, Harry, Steinway Hall, N. Y¥. 
Rothschtld, Leo, 306 W: 14th St,, N. ¥. & 
Royal Novelty Six, 2333 N. 22d St., Phila. 
Russell. B., King Cotton H., Greensbore. 
Russo, Dan, Beachview Gardens, Clhricage. 
8 


Sabin, Paul, RKO's 125th St. T., N. Y. C. 
Sands, P., 215 Ridgewood Ave., B’kiyn. 
Schara, C. F., 624 Bway., one N. Y. 
Schill, J., Arcadia B. R., 
Schmitt, ‘Fred, Rialto T.. 
Schooler, Dave, Capitol T., N. Y. C. 
Schubert, Ed., 24 Arthur 8t., Lawrenee, 


Maas. 
Schwarts. VU. J., 819 Court St., Fremont, 


L.. W., 609 Dilbert Ave., Spring- 
field, 

Scott, Frank, 284 President B’kiys, 
N. Y. 


Seidenman, Sid, Mayflower H., Wask. 
Sellinger, Henry, Drake H., Chicago. 
Seivin, Ben, Columbia, 1819 B’ way, N. 
Setaro. A., Granada T.. 8S. F. 
Severi, Gino, Granada T.. 8. F. 
Sheffersa, H. C., Taunton, Mase 
Shelton. Geo.. Olympic H., Seattle. 
Sherman, Maurie, College Inn, Chi. 
Sidell. Curtiss, Marcell C., Altadena. 
Silvertnarc, Missouri T., St. Louls. 
Silvester, Johnny, Spanish B. R., Beattie. 
Simons Seymour, 1501 Bway, Detroit. 
Singer, Lou, Trianon B. R., Seattle. 
Singer, Sylvester, Bismarck H., Chl. 
Skrivenals, Jos., El Patio B. R., L. A. 
Slason, Fred, Lotus R., Washington, 
°C. 
Smith, LeR., Connte’s Inn, N. Y, C. 
Smith, Harl, Blossom Heath Inn, Detrott. 
Smolin, 8.. 160 W. Buchtel Ave., Akren. 
Ohflo. 
Souders, Jackie, Strand T., Vancouver. 
Specht, Paul, 1585, Broadway, N. F.C. 
Spielman, M., Moulin Rouge C., B’klya. 
Spitalny, Phil, Pennsylvania H., N. Y. C. 
Spitainy, H, Leopold, Chicago T., Chi, 
Spitalny, M., Statler H., Cleveland. 
Springer, Leon, 134 Livingston St., Bklyn. 
St. Clair Jesters, Prince Edward H.. 
Windsor, Canada. 
St. Louls Kings, 1883 E. 95th St., B’klya 
Stafford. H., 911 Sumner 8t., Lincoln. 
Neb 
Stafford, Jesse, Palace H., 8. F. 
c Stanley. Jack, Senator T., Sacramento, 


Stark, Ferdinand, Curran _ F. 
238 Ave., 


Stevens, Perley, 

Boston. 

Stewart. Sammy, Arcadia B., N. Y. C. 
Stoll. Geo., Loew’s State T., L. A. 


Stokes, Harold, El Torres B., Kansas City 

Straub, Herb, Buffalo Broadcasting Corp.. 
Buffalo. 

Strissoff, Vanderbilt H.. N. Y. C. 

Bteele. Blue, Peabody H., Memphie. 

Straight, Chas., Frolics C., Chicago. 

Sutherland, Lee, Flor d'Italia C., 8B. F. 

Sweet. Al, 29 Quincy St.. Chicago. 

Bweeten, Claude. Golten Gate, 8. F. 

Sweeten, Owen, Sth Avenue T., Beattie. 


Taylor, Art, Nantucket Yacht C., Nan- 
tucke:, Mass. 

Taylor, H., 1016 Chestnut 8t., Phila. 
Téppas, J. J., 5388 Gtenwood Ave., Buffale. 
Thaviv. Straus Bidg., Chicago.- 
Thies. Henry, Linton H., Cin. 
Thomas Howard. c-o M. C. A., 32 W. 
Randolph, Chicago. 

Tierney Five, Rittenhouse H.. Phila. 
Tobin, John. Coffee Dan's, Chicago. 
Tremaine, Paul, Million §$ Casiro, As- 
bury Park, N. J 


Turcotte, Geo., 90 Orange St., Manches- 
ter, N. H. 
Vv 
Valiee, Rudy, Param-unt, T., Brooklyn. 


Van Cleef, Jimmy, 41 Paterson St., New 
Brunswick, 

Veo, Harold, McAlpin H.. NY. C. 

Van Steedes, Peter, White's tte 

Vorhees, Den, 325 Ww 45th St.. N. ¥. C. 

Wadsworth, Wheeler, Terrace Gardens, 
Chicago. 

Watson. Monk. Grand-Riviera T., Detrott 
Ore., Paramount H., N. 


Weeks. Anson, Mark Hopkins 
Weems, Ted, Steel Pier, A. C. 

Welk, Lawrence, c-o M. C. A., 32 W. 
Randolph St., Chi. 


Werner. Fa. Michigan T., Detroft. 
Wesley, Jos., 317 12th Ave., Milwaukee. 


Wiltiamson, 
Whlison, Billy, Du Pont H., Wi! 
Gere, Madison Garde ne 

ilson, F., arcell Countr 

y Club, Pasa. 
Winebrenner, w. 8., 267 F 

Hanover. Pa. 
Wittstein, Eddie, New Haven. 
Wolshan, J., El Patio B. R., F. 
Wunderlich, F., 1587 B. 19th'st., Bklya, 
Wylie. Allister. Coronado H., St. 


VARIETY BILLS 


(Continued from page 48) 


LOS ANGELES Danny Joy 
State (11) Harry Smirl 

“Beaux Arts” Sunkist Ensemble 
Rose Valyda HoHywood Model 
Delara & Lolita SAN DIEGO, CAL. 
Brown & Willa Fox (in) 
The Duponts “New Yorker’ 
Carls Torney Girls | Jackson & Callah 
Gil Lamb Muriel Stryker 

MILWAUKEE Marjorie Burke 

Wisconsin (19) Sunkist Beauties 


“Seeing Double” SAN FRANC 
Stroud Twins Fox (19) 
Connor Twins “Gobs of Joy” 
Miller Twins Pat West 


Elea Twins 3 Jolly Tars 


Clute Falls Nolay,| Scotty Weston 
Holiy Maiiby St.j Doiiy Kramer 
Johns & Parker 2 Mary Treen 
NEW HAVEN Wanda Allen 
Palace (23) Moore & Moore 
“Milky Way” Curits Coley 
Noree Johnny Jones 
Stone & Lee Rena & Rathbura 
Bert Faye Ken Gatewood 
Warde & 4 
Steve . Moroni SAN JOSE 


Joe Clifford 
NIAGARA FALLS 
Strand (19) 

“Rose Garden” 
R'd D‘nahue & Uno 
Harold Stanton 
Hall & Essiey 
3 Jacks & 1 Queen 
Helen Petch 
OAKLAND, CAL, 
Oakland (19) 
“Busy Bee" 
Liana Galen 
Cooper & Orren 


California (21-24) 
“Southern” 
Hatt & Herman 
Jimmy Lyons 
Helen Warner 
Jerry Lester 
The 16 Tinies 
SEATTLE, WASH 
Sth Ave. (19) 
“Green Devil” 
Peg Leg Bates 
Miles Kover 
Bobby Gilbert 
Harvey Karels 


Paul Howard Mel Elwood 
Terry Green Rita Lane 
Phil Arnold SPRINGFIELD 


Palace (20) 
“Box Candy” 
Lynn Cowan 
Jones & Hull 


Sunkist Beauties 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
Orpheum (19-21) 
“Sunshine” 


Vince Silk Reeves & Leu 
Barton & Young Sunkist Poswiies 
Mary Lou \ ST. UIs 
Richard Wally Fox with 
PASADENA “Country Club” 


Leonora Cori 
Masters & Grayce 
Rae Samuels 
Louise & Mitchell 
TACOMA, WASH, 


Colorado (11) 
‘Sea Sirens” 
Lottie Mayer 
Frank Stever 
Bob & Jack Crosby 


Ed Cheney Broadway (19) 
Sunkist Beauties “Gems & Jams" 
PHILADELPHIA | J & J McKenna 
Fox (19) Will Cowan 

“Changes” Nee Wong 
Baker & Hadley Maxine Evelyn 
Walzer & Dyer Jim Penman 
Muriel Gardner | Beatrice Franklin 
(Two to fill) “Florence Astell 
PORTLAND, ORE. WORCESTER 
Broadway (18) Palace (20) 
“Wild & Woolly” “City Service’’ 
Kirk & Lawrence Shapiro & O'Malley 
Hart’s Krazy Kats| Seb Meza 


Laddie LaMonte 
George Jage 
Frank Sterling 
YAKIMA,. WASH. 

Capital (20-21) 
“Victor Herbert” 
Buddy Howe } 
Walter Powell 
Electric, 2 

Victor Herbert 4 


Bud Carleli 

Aussie & Czeck 

Davis & La Rue 

Ray Angwin 

Bud Murray Girls 
SALEM, ORE. 
Elsinore (20-21) 

‘Modes of Hollyw'd’ 

Haline Frances 

Shore & Moore 


LONDON 


Week of Sept. 15 


FINSBURY PARK 
empire 

Alive & Kicking 

“Love Lies” STRATFORD 
Empire 

LONDON “House Jack Built® 

Hippodrome VICTORIA 

Palace 


Sons o’ Guns Victoria Palace Rv 


PROVINCIAL 


BIRMINGHAM MANCHESTER 
Empire Palace 
“Tout joe “Silver Wings” 
Ova TCASTL 
‘Desert Song” 
‘rand 
“Dear Love” 
+ Opera House “Funny Boy” 
The Squall TINGHAM 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra George Robey 
Maid of Mts B tt & Wil'ms 
CARDIFF award Victor 
Empire 


The Hearnes 
Betty & Buddy 
Wright & Marion 


That's A Good Girl 
EDINBURGH 


oonr Empire Stella & Partner 
Nippy Royal 
GLASGOW “The Meddler” 
Alhambra 
“The Co- PORTSMOUTH 
HANLEY Royal 
Grand Denville Stock Co 
Chefalo Road Show SHEFFIELD 
HULL Empire 
Palace Dorothy Arnold 
Alfredo’s New RS | Nervo & Knox 
LEEDS The Daros 
Empire Andy & Irving 
Mareski Tom Fagan 
G Clarke & Co Brownie Boys 
Gladdy Sewell The Bells 
12 Drury Lane B's 
7 Hindustants SOUTHAMPTON 
Beynon umpire 
Suss 
Jean Florian Jew 
Harry Herbert SOUTHSEA 
Royal King’s 
“The Calendar” Private Lives 
LIVERPOOL SWANSEA 
Empire Empire 
“Rev la Folie P’re’! Painting 


. The Great Yearning 


(Continued from page 3+) 


Gustav Diessl, Paul Heidemann, 
Karl Huszar-Puffy, Walter Jansset, 
Fritz Kortner, Franz Lederer, Harty 
Leidtle, Fritz Rasp, Walter Rilla, 
Hans Adalbert von Sclettow, Luis 
Trenker, Jack Trevor, Conrad Veidt 
and Ernst Verebes. 

The German flappers and pi 
fans will be as enthusiastic @s 
original performance public 
They hoke in on the performa 


ure 

the 
was. 
nce 


by applauding. 
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: HOTELS 


FOR SHOW 


PEOPLE 


LETTERS 


posTCARDS, ADVERTISING of 
CLEC LETTERS WILL NOT 
ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 


Camp Sports— Hotel Comforts 
Actors’ Headquarters 


Bathing 

Fishi 

IKENMORE 

Tennis on the Beautiful Lake 

Riding North White Lake, N. Y 

Secial Staff: Penny, Reed 
' & Gold of R-K-O 


Phone: White Lake 114 
Write for Book ‘*‘v”’ 


Holmes B 

Holmes Wm James 
Howells John Mead 
Humby Arthur 


Ade Frank 


Hien Al 
4.vendano Don Car ® 


3 tes Granville 
Arnold B 
Brenon Kathleen 


Kennedy J H 


Lowenstein Max 


Lynn 
Marlow Raymond 


Frank 
O'Day Helene 


rew Virginia 
Powers & Lax 
Pyle Jo@ephine Mrs 


.| Rieke Bertha 
‘Soule William 


Faust Violet « 
Fejer J 
Fetzer Ray 


Gaugier Miss 
Gill Frank 
Gilliland Mr & Mrs 
‘ Vitaly Eugune 
Hallen Billy Williams Grace 


CHICAGO OFFICE 


Morgan Chas A 
Myers Tim 


Hughes & Man'ring 


Pan Frankie 
Propack H C 
Sheldon Arthur 


MacCarathy Frank. 


SARANAC LAKE 


By “HAPPY” BENWAY 


Benway himself at bat once more. 
Thanks for good wishes. 


Every “show-folk” patient receiv- 
ed a postal from Madame Sophie 
Tucker, postmarked Glasgow, Scot- 
land, carrying good cheer in the 
line, “Always thinking of my good 
friends.” 


‘Ruby Royce Franklin improved 
after a month abed; now allowed 
one meal downstairs every other 
day. 


Grant Simpson (O'Connell and 
Simpson) will winter here in the 
Adirondacks, has taken a cottage 
on the Lake Placid road, doing great 
and likes it. 


— 


Paul Smith’s famous hotel is no 
more, fire sweeps hotel to ground. 
It was at Smith’s Dr. Trudeau land- 
ed a half century ago and later 
founded the Trudeau Sanatorium 
here which was the making of 
Saranac Lake city. 


Ralph Graves, baritone, now at 
Plattsburg, N. Y., paid the colony a 
visit with his wife. 

Keith Lundberg,'who did the trick 
here, in Sweden and enjoying the 
good ale there at last reports. 


N. V. A. Lodge .pronounced the 
“greatest ever” by Great Britain T. 
B. specialists, Dr. J. E. Chapman, 
minister of health for England; Dr. 
A. S. Macgregor, Glasgow, Scotland; 
Dr. D. P, Sutherland, Manchester; 
Dr. J. Watt, medical superinten- 
dent of King George sanatorium, all 
expressed the opinion the lodge here 
Was the most modern ever visited. 


Past month not so bad on arrested 
cases who left here “cured”: David 
Mavity, Irving Bloom, Sue Nace, 
Joan Allen, Alice Carman and Viola 
Allen. 


Weekly Passing Show 

Ben Shaffer now an all up pa- 
tient...George Harmon, ditto... 
Richard Moore, abed...Bobby Hatz, 
also...Hans Meyers, much well, up 
--.John J, Farrell, too...Catherine 
Vogelle, holding her own, much im- 
Proved...Allie Bagley, Gitto... 
Constance Reeves, awaiting final 
X-ray, may g0 home. : .Helen 
O'Reilly, also...Jack Lewis, now up 
«-.Tom Creamer, ditto...No dogs 
allowed in Lodge...Dick Knui out 
on exercise...Andrew Molony, out, 
down town, working. ..Harry 
Namba, okay... Nurses all busy, 
many setbacks. 
Write to those you know in Saranac. 


TOLEDO 


By E. H. GOODING 
Paramount—‘“‘Let's Go Native’—Stage 
show. 
R-K-O Rivoli—‘‘Outside 
Vavde. 
Cameo— ‘Common Clay” (3d week). 
Pantheon—"‘Top Speed” (2d week). 
R-K-O Palace—‘‘Rain or Shine.” 
Vita-Temple—‘‘Office Wife.” 
Valentine—“‘Sins of Children.” 
incess—“‘Sea God.” 
State—‘‘Temptation.” 
Empire—Burlesque (Mutual). 


the Law’’— 


R-K-O Palace shifting to Friday 
Openings. Publix houses, Para- 
mount and Princess, open Fridays. 
Vita-Temple shifted to Fridays and 
Switched back. 


H. L. Bresendine comes here from 
Rochester to manage Publix’s Prin- 
cess, succeeding W. Marsh Gollner, 


ne to local Paramount man- 
rer. 


a Safety Director A. D. Black or- 
ered strict enforcement of ordi- 
nance forbidding painting signs on 


FANDO APTS. 


800 EIGHTH AVENUE 
at 49th St. 
New York City. 
New management. Two and three rooms 
newly furnished, neatly decorated house- 
apartments, private baths, 
hotel service. 


full 
Reasonable rent. Phone 
Chickering 3550. 


personal] appearance, which brought 
squawks. 


Adam Bialorucki, former man- 
ager, Ohio theatre (neighb), held | 
for burglary. Nabbed on return 
from vacation charged with theft 
of parts of projection machine 
worth $1,800 from the theatre. 


Kid problem solved by Marsh 
Gollner, manager Publix Paramount. 
Brought back Paul Spor, former 
m. c., from Seattle. Many figured 
it was move to get flap trade, but 
Spor’s hold on the kids has been 
proved not only at the b. o. but 
by impromptu welcome parade or- 
ganized by youngsters on his return. 


Mrs. Carl Moore, Ada, O., wife 
of owner of several theatres, struck 
on head and badly injured last week 
by unidentified man who attempted 
to ‘abduct her, 


PITTSBURGH 


By HAROLD W. COHEN 


Pitt—'‘The Bachelor Father” (legit 
stock). 

Academy— Burlesque. 

Penn — “Anybody’s Woman"; stage 
show. 

Stanley—"‘Dixiana’’; stage show. 

Aldine — “Animal Crackers’; Gene 


Dennis. 
Marris—‘‘Notorious Affair.” 
Warner—“‘All Quiet’? (2d week). 
Enright—"“Way of All Men’; 
show. 


Sheridan Sq.—‘‘Eyes of World.” 


“Candlelight” to follow “Dracula” 
into Alvin Sept. 29, with “Scarlet 
Sister Mary” next. 


stage 


Nat Nazarro, Jr., now heading 
floor show at “Show Boat,” river 
cabaret. 


“Golden Rod Show Boat,” 9th 
week here, currently offering ‘Call 
of the Woods.” End of run not yet 
in sight, 


Vincent Lopez opens Nixon cafe 
this week, in for week only. 


Eddie Clifford new m. c. at Klein's 
Villa, replacing Sammy Walsh. 

Gene Dennis in 3d week at AIl- 
dine and “psychic wonder” still go- 
ing big. Engagement indefinite. 

Earl Bailey, manager of Stanley, 
leaves next week for Philadelphia 
to join Warner forces there, 


BUFFALO 


By SIDNEY BURTON 
Buffalo—‘‘Sap From Syracuse.” 
Century—“Animal Crackers.”’ 

Hipp— ‘Bright. Lights.” 
Great Lakes—“‘The Sea Wolf.” 
Hollywood (Little)—“On Your Back.” 


This week by action on part of 
Buffalo Zoning Board, no miniature 
golf course in residential sections 
will be permitted without special 
amendments to the zoning ordi- 
nances covering each applicant and 
a re-classification of the site for 
business. Two neigh courses have 
applied for permits and may be 
compelled to close under the rule. 

With local and 
musicians still at a deadlock, the 
Erlanger is announcing three at- 
tractions for October, “Cherries Are 
Ripe,” (Banky and LaRocque); “On 
the Loose,” (Colleen Moore), and 
“To Please the Ladies” (Basil 
Rathbone). 


legit houses 


“Flesh” appearances seem to be 
the order of the season at local pic- 
ture houses. 


BRONX, N. Y. C. 


Construction work will start socn 
on a 1,500-seat picture house at 
Lydig and Cruger avenues. in the 
newly-built Pelham Parkway resi- 
dential section. Local real estate 
man behind venture. 

Prospect theatre reopens Sept. 23, 
with Michal Michalesko as new ten- 
ant. 


Bronx Lodge, Theatrical Mutual 
Association, will give a midnight 
show at the R-K-O Royal, Nov. 15, 


Sidewalks. Follows Paramount's re- 
cent sidewalk ads on Helen Kane's 


Opposite 
N. V. A. Clut 


$9 and Up Single 
$14 and Up Double 
Shower Baths, Hot 
and Cold Water and 
Telephone 


Electric Fans 


264-268 West 46th Street 
New York City 


137-139 West 45th St. 
NEW YORK 


CITY aS. 
Completely 

remodeled— 

everything of the 

best — Simmons 
furniture (Beauty- 
rest mattresses}, bot 
and cold water, 

phones, 


fession—in the heart of 
trical section. 
Phones Bryant 0573-4-5 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


By JO ABRAMSON 


Majestic—‘‘Nina Rosa.” 
Flatbush—‘“‘Frankie and Johnnie.” 
Boulevard—‘“June Moon.” 
Cariton-Jamaica—“Love Technique.” 
Albee—“‘Outside the Law’’—Vaude. 


Paramount — “Follow Thru’’—Stage 
show. 
show. 


Loew’s Met—‘‘Way Out West’’—Vaude. 
Strand—‘‘3 Faces East.” 
Star—Burlesque (Mutual). 
Gayety—Burlesque (Mutual). 


Heap of tryouts here this week. 
“Nina Rosa” (Shubert), starring 
Guy Robertson and Etheling Terry 
at Majestic; “Frankie and John- 
nie,” moving from the Jamaica: to 
the Flatbush (house opening), and 
“Love Technique” (Murray Phil- 
lips), with Lou Tellegen at the Ja- 
maica, 


Although cops pounced on 
“Frankie and Johnnie” last week at 
the Jamaica and gave the show 
front page publicity, little biz fol- 
lowed the pinch. Brooklyn critics 
who covered the show saw nothing 
off color and some figured the ar- 
rest a bid for notoriety. 


Fire partly destroyed the Janice 
picture house in Flushing. No one 
injured. 


Granada, formerly Avoca Villa in 
Flatbush, 1,600 seater for talkers, 
reopened, management of Edward 
Rugoof and Herman Becker, 


MONTREAL 


His Majesty’s—‘‘Marigold”’ (egit). 
Palace—‘‘Manslaughter.” 
Capitel—"‘Western Front.’’ 
Loew's—“Way Out West.” 
Princess—‘“‘Atlantic.” 
Imperial—“‘Road to Paradise.” 
Roxy—‘Throw of Dice” (3d week). 
Strand—Double bill. 
Empress—Double bill. 
Orpheum—Stock. 
Gayety—Burlesque (Mutual). 


Protection for main stems on 
second run pictures now definitely 
established 84 days for all first run 
pictures except those showing at 
Imperial which are reduced to 42 
days. This should help grosses 
this winter. 


Leew’s reduced admish to 40c for 
all parts of house until 6 p. m. and 
Capitel is handing out “thrift mat- 


inee” tickets at 25c up to 12.30. 
Latter had ’em lined up several 
blocks at “Western. Front” mat 


opening; former is hard hit by 
musicians’ strike not in force at 
time of price reduction. 


Montreal Theatre Managers’ As- 
sociation may start up this month 
after more than a year’s quietude. 
B. M. Garfield and George Rotsky 
are leading lights in reorganization. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


By WALTER RIVERS 

Henry Duffy, back from New 
York, going ahead on plans for re- 
opening Alcazar and President with 
backing of Winship Estate, which 
owns the houses. Duffy reticent 
about details. 

Belasco’ & Curran 
Coast production of “Young Sin- 
ners” into the Curran, following 
Pauline Frederick in “The Crimson 
Hour.” 


bring their 


The old Portola theatre, dark for 
years, is rebuilding for use as an 
indoor golf course. Almost next 
door to California theatre. 


Chico Horticultural Society in 
Chico, Cal., went on record last week 
against billboards on public high- 
ways. 


Kenneth Hodkinson has been ap- 
pointed manager of Universal Film 
Exchange here succeeding W. P. 
Moran. 


All scenery, furniture and prop- 


for funds with which to carry on its 
welfare work. 


erties used in “Candlelight,” which 


245 W. SIs: STREET 


~ Owner- 


ROOM SUITES ~Furnished 


CUNDER Be PERSONAL SUPERVISION 


CHARLES TENENBAUM 


EART OF 


Y PRICED- PRACTICAL-ECONOMICAL H 
ORDER YOUR GROCERIES - YOU'RE HOME ty 


AANDSEER apartments 


9 STORY Wodern Fireproof 


From 


22 uP 


Lumbus 
250 


Phone: ‘LONGA c RE 6805_ 


COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. 


325 West 43rd Street 


Private Bath. 3-4 RKeoms. 


THE BERTH 


Catering to the comfort 
the profession. 


STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIGHT. $15.00 UP 


G0. P.. SCHNEIDER. Prop. 


FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


CLEAN AND AFRY. 


NEW YORK CITY 


and convenience of 
Mrs, Jackson now in charge 


IRVING HOTEL 


Newly Furnished 917 Walnut S8t., 


PHILADELPHIA 


100 OUTSIDE ROOMS 
Weekly—Single, $9; Double, $12; Three, $15. 
With Bath—Single, $12; Double, $16; 
Four, $22. 

This Rate for Performers Only 
DAVID ROSEN, Prop. Phone Kingsley 06580 


THE DUPLEX 
HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 
330 West 43rd Street, New York 
Medallion 8587 


Three and four rooms with bath, 
zomplete kitchen, Modern in. every 
particular. Will accommodate four 
or more adults, ‘ 


$12.00: UP WEEKLY 


recently closed at the Geary here, 
were destroyed by U. 8S. Customs 
agents in Santa Barbara. Cal. The 
stuff was valued at $8,000 and had 
been imported free of $4,000 duty, 
upon the agreement that govern- 
ment agents would be permitted to’ 
destroy it after the close of the 
tour. 


ST. LOUIS 


By E. M. CRIGLER 


Ambassador—‘‘Animal Crackers." 

Fox—'"‘Good News.” 

Loew's State—'‘On Your Back.” 

Missouri—‘‘Follow Thru.’ 

St. Louis—'‘‘Leather-Necking.” 

Capitol—''Dawn . Patrol.’’ 

Garrick— Burlesque. 

Mary Hart (Mrs. Arthur Casey) 

will conduct the season of Arthur 
Casey Players at the Orpheum this 
year. Arthur Casey will operate a 
company elsewhere. Local season 
opens Sept. 27. 
Milton I: Shubert, who directed 
productions of the Municipal the- 
atre for most successful season on 
the opera’s history, probably will 
not return next season. Mr. Shu- 
bert is embarking as a producer on 
his own account. 


Four thousand terrapins were 
entered in the turtle race held in 
the Arena, Sept. 13. Prize was 
$1,000. 

SAN ANTONIO 

By W. E. KEYS 

Texas—‘‘Call of Flesh’’; stage show. 
Majestic—‘‘Song o’ My Heart’’; vaude 
Aztec—“‘Raffles.’ 
Palace—‘‘Song of Flame.” 
State—‘‘Western Front." 
Empire—‘‘The Storm.” 
Jean Wildenstein, manager of the 
municipal Auditorium, staged a 
Santo Domingo benefit show with 
aid of Publix and R-K-O units at 
local houses to raise $3,000 for fund 
Plenty of amateur talent, but qual- 
ity higher than many cheating tur- 
keys comedy in here. 
Marriage on stage of Texas Fri- 
day a draw for “Blushing Brides.” 


Ray Wiley back as manager of 


R-K-O Majestic after a stay in 
Toledo for Publix. Ray popular 
here. 


Cops baffled by robbery of Up- 
town, neighborhood house. Looked 
like inside job because safe had 
been taken away and all doors lock- 
ed when robbery discovered. 


ST. PAUL 


Paramount— ‘Animal Crackers.” 
R-K-O-Orpbeum— ‘Shooting Straight” 
Vaude. 

Riviera— ‘Holiday 
Tower—"Sap from Syracuse 
Strand—‘‘Bride of Regiment.” 


3i1l Kane in home town ahead 
“Strictly Dishonorable”’ at the Met 
Sunday night. Spent two years in 


” 


” 


Hollywood and now headed for 
London with troupe. 

“Let Us Be Gay,” .smartly ex- 
ploited, broke $18,500 house record 


at the R-K-O Orpheum by $250, 
Previous mark held by Wearing’s 
Pennsylvanians. 


Boulevards of Paris, Northwest's 
biggest night club now going after 
summer shutdown. Plantation, 
operated by same owner at White 
Bear lake. closed. 


Financial backing of local stock 


assured by. George Benz, St. Paul 
capitalist and owner of Shubert 
where Co. opens Saturday night. 


Charles Lindholm is prometer,. 


OMAHA, NEB. 

By ARCHIE J. BALEY 
Ringling-Barnum. Brothers’ ad- 
vance man kieked to city council 
about $500 fee to show circus, but 

city fathers stuck and got it. 


Bad season for parks. Cool at 
Start, too hot in middle and cool 
at end, 


Dailies fell for good art on Loma 
Werth, Orph headliner, who travels 
in her own monoplane. 


Denison, Ia., Ritz 
opened and $600 taken. 


theatre safe 


Girl, 11 months old, 
Oakie grinning contest 
Pretty fair stunt. 


DES MOINES 


By R. W. MOORHEAD 


Casino—"‘Dangerous Paradise”; 
film.’’ 


Jack 


$25. 


won 
and 


vaud- 

Moines—‘‘Song o' My Heart.” 
Family—Change. 
Garden—‘*The Unholy 
Orpheum—“‘Dixiana”’; 
Palace—Change. 
Paramount (Presfilm) — 

Wife’: “Anybody'’s Woman.” 
President— Dark 
Strand—‘‘King of Jazz 


Three,” 
vaud. 


Office 


Rol Gelatt, for four years with 
Publix district offices in Des Moines 
and Omaha, has returned to be with 
the Direct Advertising Co. 


All productions of D. M. Com- 
munity Drama Association to run 
seven days this year instead of 


four as formerly, “Cock Robin” first 
of season, 21-29. 


Chi. Eccentricities 


(Continued from page 1) 


foot in the aisle ready to run at the 
slightest vagary of the lion. 
“Dixie” Poison 

There is a confirmed prejudice 
against anything about “down 
south” or Dixie. A “name” colored 
act getting $2,000 for the engage- 
ment flopped terribly because @ 
white producer made the fatal error 
of spotting them against a backe 
ground of cotton fields, plantations, 
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VARIETY ‘Wednesda ay, September 17, “7 


SENSATIONAL INTERNATIONAL MARRIAGE 


WORLD PUBLIC AND PRESS ASTOUNDED 
HONEYMOON WORLD TOUR 


MILLION FRIENDS ATTEND CEREMONIES 


EPIC 
IN 
THEATRICAL 
| HISTORY 
| FIVE TONS 
OF BAGGAGE 


THE WORLD 


TRANSPORTED 


MUSIC BEAUTY 


FLORAL TRIBUTES MAID OF HONOR BEST MAN RING 
Presented by AROUND 
MR. AND MRS. PUBLIC GERALDINE VALLIERE (Jerry) J. HAROLD KENNEDY THE WORLD 
BRIDESMAIDS 
JANET ROWLAND FLORENCE SHEWELL VERA WATERHOUSE 


CEREMONY PERFORMED BY 
REV. SHOWMANSHIP 


BRAMBACH BABY GRAND PIANOS 


(EXCLUSIVELY ) 


RETURNING—U. S. A. SOON 
HOME TO 


PRODUCERS 
SUBMIT YOUR BEST AVAILABLE AND EXCLUSIVE SITES 


LONG-TERM LEASE CONSIDERED» 


ARTHUR BLONDELL 


TO 


LONDON EUROPE 


R-K-O REP. 


1560 Broadway, N. Y. REEVES & LAMPORT EDDIE DUISBERG 


WILLIAM MORRIS | 
1560 Broadway, N. Y. i | 
|| HOME OFFICE ADDRESS: J. HAROLD KENNEDY, 609 W. 5ist ST., NEW YORK i 
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